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PREFAOE. 

• 

IN tjU) spring of 1878, through the liberality of the lato and much. 
lom('nted Marquis of Twccddnlc, I wont out to tllO Dutch Indies witll 
t]IO object of making a collection of tho fauna of the western 
portion of the interior of tho I sland ofSuillntrn. The first portion 
of my collection arrived snfe in EngllUld, but the SOOQnd, and 
by fur the larger and better of the two, sllnred tho fate of tho 
Egyptians in tho Rcd Sea. The steamer in · which my cases 
were shipped, sank 

While in Sumatra I was entrusted by Ilis Excellency Va.n 
Lnnsborgo, Governor-Goneral of tho Dutch Indies, himself a. 
distil\guisJ\cd naturalist , and porsonally greatly intciX'stcd in E lI.st 
IlId inn exploration , with a. mission to Borneo. I was commissioned 
ro go first to Koetci, a country enjoying tho worst r epute among 
t he semi-independent States, and to fur nish the Government with 
a rcPOI't upon the native races of the interior, and to make ob~r. 

vaUons upon, and collections of, the fauna of that part of tho 
island , I was tlren to orOllS the island if pOSSible, either t o 
P ent lliallak or Bandjermasin, 

'l'ho latter journey I successfully accomplishcd j and the results 
of my ehscrvations on the route from Tangaroengto Bandjermasin, 

' a distanC(l of O"er 700 miles, through several dangerous and . , 
troublesome Dyak tribes, are given in the first part of tbis book, 
My journeyings in Sumatra form the subject of the second portion. 

Before leaving these records to :receive such rccognitien as they 
may uosel've at tHe hands of the public, 1 must not omit to express 
my appreciation of tIle kind services rcndered to me hy many 
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Preface. 

gentlemen, without whoso assistance neither would my travels havo 
bOOn accomplished nor tho record of them published. 

Foremost in tho list stands tho namo oft}1O lato Lord Twecddale, 
to whose zoological zeal I owo my originaJ journey to the East. 

Noxt I am indebted to his Excellency Van Lnnsberge, who 
entrustOO. to me tIle lea.ders}lip of the Bornoo oltpcdition, for his 
goncrous personal.assistanoo. 

I havo to convey my respectful thanks to tho Foreign Offioo for 
tho valuablo recommendation to Count Bylandt and to Her 
Majesty's Consul at Batavia: both were instrumental in facilitating 
tho oxecution of my travels. 

Nor must I forget to express my deep senso of gratitude to Ilis 
Highness the Sultan of Koetei for his unremitting kindlles~, and 
for his personal approbation of, and interes~ in, my travels; also 
{or his two highly valued gifts-one a sword, presented to me 
before leaving for tJlO interior-the other a four-and-a-half carat 
brillinnt ring, given to mo wlll:m taking leave of his Highness at 
Bandjermasin. '£hon I ltave to thank the many gentlemen, offieinl, 
aud non·offieial in tho East, whose hospitality and assistance I 
onjoyed. Foremost amongst thorn I must mention Mr. James 
Waddell, of Soerabaija, and Mr. W. B. Pearson, of Padang, botll 
of whom showed me many acta of favour, which will never be 
forgotten. 

In conclusion, I have to thank Mr. C. E. Fryer-in whose hands, 
on tho eve of my departure for Siam, my papcrs woro lcft.---for 
the care he has taken in th.e l·OYision of my m,museript, and in 
seeing these pages through t}\O press; while the exaot reproduction 
of my coloured drawings by l\fr. C. F. KeH, of tho smaller sketches 
and photogr.apbS, as woodcuts, by Mr. J. D. Cooper, and of my 
map by Mr. E. Weller, "also descl"Ves frank rceognition. 

C. BOCK. 
Arnn, 10, 1$$1. 
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" 22. }"ig. 1, ""\\'oon,". dark.skinned Poonsn, fwm Rinja, north of 
Long Wahon; figs. 2 and S, human trophiesgivcn k> mo by tho 
cannibal chief Sil:mu :\Iobang; fig. 4, feative m""k u.sed at war 
d.nces . 217 
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~3 . Rctdang, my favonril<:: Dyak Roy 
24. "Lian," a Chief of tho FoTCl!~ People 
25 . Dyak Chief L}' ing in State, at Long P uti; showing widoll" and 

child with head .h.vell in k>hn of mourning . 
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ing horne from work, esrrying paddle and knife, and w~'ing 
br«ul-brimmod palm-IOIIf hat . 

27. Dyok Idob and Chann$, &c.-]<·ig. I, chanD, Or .latue, from .Long 
W.hon, in the Sultan'. pal",. at Tongaroeng; fig. 2, .tatuoat 
Long Pati, .ignifying 'ucooss in hearl·lmnl;ng; figs. 3-8, 
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CHAPTER L 

Introductory_ An earlhq"akc-A "nui"emll proyider "- Buitcnzorg- 'l'he Native 
Agriculturnl School- Coffoe worth more than gol<1-Rapjd growth of eucalyptus 
-A prinrely Jay",,_ 3rl.;"t-N""e-nibbing-A new thoology_Sa=ng_ 
Soorab'ija_ A mountainsanatoriurn_Raden Adi Patti Pandjie Tjokro Negoro_ 
Curious ~y"ing proOOSll-]' lU(lile p"t~ry_l'owde",u women- A tragi. danoo_ 
Chinese IradeN- CelO"t"l C<Jlllcteri.-CurioUll CU.tolilll in llali. 

1:< these days of railways and ocean steamers, whose times of 
departure and arrival on a journey round the world may be calcn. 
luted as closely as those of a well_appointed coach on a hundred­
mile stage forty years ago, a vqyage to tho East Indies da the 
Suez Canal is marked by few adventures or remarkable incidents. 
Such as they arc, so many traveUers have e):perienced the perils 
or pleasures of a voyage to ' the East, and so many -pens havc 
described them, that it wonld be vain repetition for me to attempt 
to give in an introductory chapt-er even thc slightest skcteh of tho 
period between my departure from Southampton and my arrival 
at Batavia. The stories of the tossing in the Bay of Biscay, tho 
call at the historic" Rock," the run down ' the blue Mediterranean 
vast the island fortress of Malta, the slow progress through tlle 
Sue:!'; CaMI, the horrors of the" Middle Passage" through the Red 
Sea, the passing 6all at that other outpost of the Bd.tish Empire, 
Aden, the view of the lovely island of Ceylon, and the ultimato 
landing at Batavia or Padang,-ha-ve tlley not all been written in 
the Books of the Chronicles of travellers without number? Why 
should I, then, pauso to tell an oft-told tale, while my ohject is 

{to record events that occurred in less familiar scenes, in some of 
, the bye. paths of travel in the ~Ialay Archipelago? 

I, 
, 
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, TIlt Ifead-Hunters of BOYlINI . 

Suffice it thon, for the present, to say that, I arrived at Batavia 
- no matter how - on the 5th June, 1879, and took up my quarters 
at the Java Hotel, whose wortllY hostess, Mrs. Spaanderman, was 
doing lwr bost to ' accommodate in comfort an unusually large 
number of visitors, whose demands strained the resourceS of the 

• • 
establishment to their utmost. 

• 
The day closed eventfully. While the visitors were making the 

best of that mauvais quart d'hew'(} during which the sound of the 
dinner-bell is anxiously awaited, making believe to read, sipping 
the national beverage of gin-and-bitters, smoking, chattin~ , and 
otherwise killing time, the chairs under the vet'andah began 
suddenly to dance, whether empty_ or not ; and while most qf us 
were in doubt whether we were the subjects of soml} huge practical 
joko an equally sudden arrest of the movement, following one still 
more pronounced, forced upon us the conviction that we were ex· 
periencing a silOck of earthquake. Thl} first impulse was to rush 
from the building ; but before we oould do so a third tromblement 
again set the chairs rattling, while the gas f1iekered as if under a 
streng wind, aItllOugh the air waS quite still. The sensation was 
somewhat similar to that experienced iu .a small boat when it meets 
the wash from a steamer in a naITOW stream. Fortunately no 
damage was done, and no fnrther disturbanco occurred, but the 
(;Ivent afforded ample food for conversation during dinner. Some 
of the company had been witnesses of tIle recent violent earth. 
quakes at Tjandjoer, only fifty miles distant, and gaY() most inte. 
resting descriptions of the terrible scenes enacted there. For more 
than two months the whole island, with the two volcanoes at its 
opposite e)l:trcmities in violent cruption , and acting as safcty. 
valves, was subject to violcnt shocks, of whioh TjandjoCl' seemed 
to be the ccntrc. Thl} town was partially destroyed, and many 
people were hurried to a sudden and awflll death a.mid the falling 

• rums. 
I n oruer to place myself right with my readers, ' I will at once 

explain that, if placed in true chronological order, the two parts 
of my book would be rcvfll'Scd. I t was during a visit to Sumatra, 
in 1878-9, to mnke collections of the fauna of the western part of 
that island, that I received a commission from t ho Dutch Govern· 

• 
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men~ to proceed to Borneo and explore the south-eastern portion 
of that great island ; and, as the results of that journey proved 
moro important than those of my joul'lleyings in Sumatra, I have 
determined to describe the second expedition first. 

I was now consequontly at Batavia, to receive final instructions 
for my journey in Borneo from :Mr. Stortenbeker, Direeter of the 
Educational Department. I wa·s to leave Batavia on the 20th 
June by steamer for Soerabaija, whero I was, to be furnished with 
letters ef introduction to the Sultan of Koctei; and then proceed 
to Macassar to confer with the Governor, who was formerly Resident 
at Bandjermasin. 

'1'he next few days were devoted to tIle necessary preparations, 
and to tho purchaso of stores and provisions for the journey. For 
these, recourse was lmd to the store or shop Df L9 Po Sing, the 
principal Chinese merchant of Batavia, who seemed to rival a 
certain well_knDwn London tradesman in his claim to the ti tle Df 
"Universal Provider." Mcdicines, tinned provisions of all kinds, 
clothes and clothing materials of overy description, were furnished 
by this enterprising Cdestial, whD, in his anxiety to show tho vast 
resources of his establishment, took care that no article that was 
by any possibility indispensablc, or ntterly useless, to a traveller 
like myself shDuld be forgotten. 

My greatest difficulty was in engaging servants. The very idea 
of venturing into the territory of the Head-hunters -of Borneo was 
enough, to cool tho ardDur of thoso who otherwise professed to be 
most anxious to aCCDmpany mc. The offer of high wages, so lligh 
as to amount tD a positive bribe, was of no ava il. Malays, Dutch, 
half.brecds, Chincse, all valued their heads too bighly to risk them 
among the Dyaks of Borneo. Even the suporintendent of police, 
who might be suppDsed tD be acquainted with aU the desperadoes 
of the place, and who very kindly assisted me in my search, failed 
to find anyone enterprising enDugh, and in Dthor respects suitable, 
to accompany me. So in the end I had to take my chance Df 
finding servants at Soerabaija or Macassar. 

The remainder Dr my timo was occupied by a short trip inland. 
At BuiteTIzorg,' WIlere the celebratcd hDtanica.l gardens are situated, , 

, Uui\¢n%Org = &n~ Strnd. 
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I had an interview with the Governor-General of Sumatra, hlr. 
Van Lansbel'ge, an ardent entomologist, and probably tho bighest 
living authority on the coleoptera of the Malay Archipelago. From 
this wide field he had formed a magnificent collection of insects, 
some of them of most boautiful colours and strange forms, and 
of remarkable size. , 

Buiten~org is connected by rail with Batavia, and among tho 
more recent of tho many evidences of progress in this part of Java 
is the Native Agricultural School, founded in 1876, wit!? experi_ 
mental gardens-not to h.o confounded with tho beautiful botanical 
gardens----attached. In the school, lectures arc given by competent 
European botanists, and in the gardens lessons are givon in 
praotioal planting or farming, while, in a museum adjoining, are 
models of European and Amerioan impl~ments . Dr. Scheffer, since 
dead, 'was the first Director of this invaluabloinstitu tion. He told 
me he found the natives most apt pupils; and under his manage­
ment the school bas proved a great boon to them, and of immenso 
value to the agricultural interests of the colony. 

Useful plants and t rees from all parts of the world are collecwd, 
and experimentally grown in the gardens, their nature and habit of 
g~owth carefully studied and exemplified, and secds or cuttings 
distributed to those who are willing t.Q take np their cultivation. 
At the same time the modern methods of agriculture are aaapted 
to the requirements of the soil and climate of the country, and ox­
plained to tlie native planters and others. The native mode of 
culture consists simply in scrawhing the earth, scattering a few 
secds, and waiting fer the harvest; or in the still nioro simple 
course of merely collecting such produce as the bounty of nature 
has placed within reach. But the wealth of the Dutch East India 
Colonies has not been realized by such measures as these. Skilled 
planting and organillCd cropping have been taught, and science 
luIS been introduced, to increase the profusion of nature's products. 
'rhe result is that tllO resources of tho country are being multiplied 
a hundredfold. 

At the time of my visit great excitement oxiswd in regard to the 
introduction of t.llC Liberian coffee plant. -At the first pnblic sale 
by auction of seeds, single beaus had realiz;od tJiO almost fabulous 
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pricc of two and it half florins (43. 2d. swrling) . The reports of 
the wonderfully prolific nature of the Liberian coffee plant had 
excited tho curiosity of the Javancsc planters; antI the j1.W()),c was 
intensified by the reccnt outbreak in the Java plantations of the 
Ceylon coffee ·leaf disease (hemileia vasta/rife), against which the 
Liberian yal'iety was said to be proof. Some of the coffee planta­
tions were already seriously affected by this 4estructivc disease, 
the lea.yes having changed their natural deep lustrous green colour 
for a murky yellQw hue-infallible sign of the existence of the 
fungus pest. In the oxperimental g~rdens at Buitenzorg woro 
12,000 young plants grown from Liberian seed-all of them so far 
appearing healthy enough. Among other experimental crops 
growing here were sugar canes, Bengal gmss-tho prodnce of 
whioh is too rich for borses if eaten alone, but forms an excellent 
fodder for cattle-maize, rice of various kinds, vanilla, cecoa, and 
chinchona. COCOa is a\r'ead,v being grOW!! with succcss on many 
private estates, the produce realizing as much as seventy florins 
(5 l. 16s.) por pico!.· All thc plantations wore in pxoellent con­
dition, with the exception of the chinchona, whioh looked sickly on 
account of the heat. At Sindang!aya, howcver, some twenty mHes 
inland, lying at a considerable altitude, beyond the greq.t llJaga­
mondu Pass, I subseq\lently saw a tbriving phntatio~ ~ tJ1C tem­
peratur(l there is much lowor than on tho soa_coast. 

Among tho more rcmarkablo specimens of exotic pl!lnts wowing 
at the Experimental Gardons at Buitcnzorg were a numqer of 
eucalypti, tho produce or seeds obtained from TimOl'. Although 
seedlings only two yeal's old, th'Jse trees qad already attained tho 
height of twenty reet. :Uuoh good is anticipated from the intro­
duction of these trees, on aecount of their power of absorbing or 
counteructing malaria, and it is propo~cd to make ltlrgo plantations 
of them at tho less salubrious sottlements in the Dutch East Indies. 

During my stay at Buitenzorg I made the acquaintance of Raden 
Saleh, tho princely Javanese artist, whose reputation as a painter 
is greater evcn ill Europe than in his native country. The pleasant 
impressions which I havo retained of my interviews with this t,rue 
nature's painter have been intensified by tho melancholy intelligence 

• One ricol = 136 lbo. avoirdupois. 
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of his death, which I received soon aftor my return to Europe. 
Raden Saleh was born in Samarang in 1814. He visited Europe 
in order to complete his _studios, receiving his early education in 
Holland, but developing his taste for ar~ under the influence of the 
galleries of Dresden. There he met seyoral German notabilities, 
with whom he remained all bis life on terms o( friendship. His 
reminiscences of European lifo and habits of thought made a 
strong impression on his character, and, on the foundation of the 
superstitious nutUl'e of his race, raised the superstructure of tho 
curious beliefs which he maintained and gave expression to in 
after-life. 

When I saw him he was plainly dressed in Javanese style, 
with a loose green-and-black-striped silk jacket, It dark coloured 
sarong,' and a deUa or turban on his head. The fea~ures were 
strongly marked-ma:rldrtc ziigc, as ~he Germans would say-;­
the eyes full of vivacity, and the ferehead not so flat as in the 
J avanese generally, but more rounded: as he remarked of himself, 
" thero is .Arabian bloed in me." Speaking with a certain force, ho 
entered freely into conversation, and talked without reserve of bis 
life, his tastes, his religious feelings. "Europe," he exclaimed, 
"is for me a heaven on earth." l?or tho Dutch lIe had a great 
admiration, intensified, as he was honest enough to admit, by the 
grant of a pension of five hundred florins a month-" and I do 
nothing for it." He thought no people were better calcnlated than 
tjle Dutch to govern Java and the Javanese, who were happy under 
their re!lime-an opinion in which all acquainted with Dutcn 
character and politics and the history of the Dutoh settlements in 
the East will coincide. 

Tne Javanese, as·is weU-known, are born gamblers; no event is 
too trivial 01" too important to excite their gambling propensities; 
but Raden Saleh hated their gambling as he hated their custom of 
nose-rubbing in salutations. His Europeun educ!'tion had tuught 
him to prefm· the Western custom of kissing-especially wher~ 
a lady was concerned-to the nativc habit of bringing two lIoses 
into contact, and keeping opposite lips two nose-lengths apart! 

• A «>lourW. cloth r""roncd round tho waiet, Jo""i"l: a $Ott of petticoat, almost 
un"·ersally worn by both Malay. and Dyau. 
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'l'urning to the Bible and religious belief, htl said, "'l'here is no 
paper manufacture in hoa-ven! My thQughts are quito at vuriunce 
with the doctrines of the native priests. I don't agree with them. 
'Vhen we die, God docs not ask onr religion, but what we, have done . 

. Still I despise no roligion. Seots," he oontinuea, "in religion 
are the result of different tastes among different people. When I 
sllake hands with a monarch my touch is cold, but with aU respcct 
due to his positien. Whon I shake hands with a beggar, I feel in 
my heat·t his poor estate, considering wo are all alike before God, 
that we arc all God's scrvants." He said he had influencc with thc 
Javanese ou account . of his" humaoity." "When I die," hc 
uttered with a loud voice and a smile upon his f~ce, "there will 
never be another Raden Saleh-no, never." 

The heart of this prince, painter, and philosopher was certainly 
in his art studies. He showcd me many of his pictures, which 
displayed great talent, and wonderful skill in the expression of 
truthful feeling. 

He was thcn engaged on a portrait of the Governor_Goneral, for 
the official residence at Batavia, but his best efforts wero in hUnting 
scenes, although he had a passionato taste for natural scenery. 
"'Vilen I sec a beautiful landsoape," he said, "I ponder over it, 
,lIld admire it mOr(l than the interior of the most Jrulgnificellt 
oathedral, beoause the landscapo was made by the Creator Him __ 
self." He had presented many of his paintings to European sove_ 
reigns, from soveralof whom he had received decorations. He 
_was espeoially proud of an autograph letter from the Emperor of 
Germany, in which that venerable monareh thanked him in 
flattering terms for a pioture from his brush, at tllO sam(l time 
conferring upon him the Crown Order of th(l second dass. 

Alas for fra'Qk, genial, simpl(l, albeit vain and dogmatic Saleh! 
lie probably nevel' wilfully did anybody any harm, and, if 
his name is not oonneetod with any very distinguished achieve_ 
mont, he at least "did much to foster the lovo of the beautiful among 
his fellow-oountrymen, and assisted by his example and enthusiasm 
in making known the grandeur of tIle scenery of his native land. 
Java is, highly favoured by nature with a profusion of aU that 
tends to make the gorgeousuess of Lropicallalldscapes: mountains 
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and valloys, rivers and wal.crfalls, tall treeS aud many_coloured 
flowers and shrubs with foliage of infinite variety; and Radcn 
Saleh's pencil could convoy the colour and spirit of tl\eoo with 
remarkable fidelity. 

He loaves behind him a oharming yo~ng widow, a Ja.vanes~ 

princess, daughter of the Sultan of Djokja. . 
On tho 20th June I left Bata.via. for Socrabnija. in the S.S. 

0< Prins Alexander." Amongst the passengers was Mr. J ames 
Waddell, Superintendent Engineer w tho largo fleet of tho 
Nederland Indian Steamship Company, wbose memory will 
always bo endeared to me by the recollection of his great hospi­
tality, and of ,many ach or kindness wldeh he showed to mo 
during my stay in Socrabnija. 

Tho voyage past the beautiful volcanic shores of the island of 
Java was full of interest, tbe' sconery along t he coast being very 
gr3nd. At Samarang we lind t he opporLunity of landing, the 
ve~1 staying there for twenty-fout' hout's, which, 110w6ver, we 
were unable to turn to touch 3dvantago in sight-sooing, as heavy 
rain began to fall as we landed, and the viewa inlund were 
obscured by thick mist. NeJ(t day, however, we bad a fine view 
of Smero, an active volcano, and the lligbest mountain in J ava, 
12,MlO feet above the level of the sea. 

On the 24th the steamer dropped anchor iu the roads of 806m.­
baija. I passed the first night as tho guest of MI'. Waddell, at 
his residence at Gedong Doro ; and the next day, at the invitation of 
Mr. Connington, I went to Priggcn, a favourite resort on the slope 
of Ule Arjoeno mountain, thirty-two miles from tl lO port. There is 
a railwsy fo\' twenty miles of the distance, pussing through flat, 
uninteresting, but fertile country, devoted to rice-fields and sugar­
plantations, with horo and there large sugar-mil.ls, indicating the 
progress which this iudu5t1'y has made in tho country. The next 
stage of the journey had to be performed in Q. dog.can, drivcn in 
J aVJMlSe stylc,,i.e. at full gallop; the driving of the Javanese is 
Iiko tho driving of Jehu, Lhe sen of Nimshi, for thoy drive fttriously. 
'l'ho six miles were covcrell in half an hour; and then, as the 
ground began rapidly to riS(l, we exchauged the chariet for nimble, 
but sure·footed ponies, by whose help wo accomplished the ro. 
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mainder of our journey in little more than an hour. From tho 
hill-side a splendid view was obtained of the rieh alluvial plain 
over whieh we had just pa~sed, with the sea beyond, out of which 
rose the rich, undulating island of Madoera. 

The altitude of the settlement of Priggen is about 1700 feet; tho 
elimat-e is bracing and healthy, affording a pleasant retreat from 
the enervating effects of the high tcmporaturrJ and moist air of the 
low-lying shores. Near Priggen is an interesting O<'1seade, of no 
great width, but falling 150 feet in perpendieular height, witllOut 
a break. 

Having seen the sights of this pleasant place, I returned to the 
town w have an audience of the Regent of Soerauaija, Raden Adi 
Patti Pandjie 'l'jokro Negoro, and solicit the favour ef letter~ of 
introduction to the Sultan of Koetei, to whose son his oldest 

• 
daughter is married. 

On arriving at the Residency, three doors leading out cn to the 
spacious verandah were opened, and I was ushered into a large, 
marble-paved saloon, handsomely furnished in European style. 
Presontly tho Regent entered, and tbe Controlleur, Mr. Van 
Moverden, who accompanied me as the representative of the Dnteh 
Government, introduced me to him. He is a man of about forty 
years of age, handsome, and with quite Eurepean manuel'S. I told 
him the object of my visit, and he said he would be glad to give 
letters of introduction to the Sultan of Koetei, as well as to his 
son.in_law, and would send them to_mOITOW. During the conver­
sation two of his sons came in. One, a lad of .perhaps cighteen, 
.who conversed fluently in English, had been throc years near 
Manchester, and had only lately roturlled. The other was a 
oharming, handsome, lively little boy of eight summers, whose 
-beauty was en~ueed by Ilis fair complexion, whioh was very light 
for a Ja.vaneso. He spoke Dutch, and entered into conversation 
with natural graoo and freedom, his large, luminous eyes beaming 
with dolight as h~ mounted a diminutive pony, no bigger than a. 
Nowfoundland dog, which was brought into the saloon for our 
edification. 

The Regent reoeives a salary from the Dutch Government of 1200 
·florins (1001.) a month, besides certain percentages on coffee, with 
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a free residenee, and exemption from taxes. Still he complained 
that his allowance was not enough, for, like all nath-es of high 
rank in Java, he had a grcat entourage to support. Besides paid 
servants and courtiers, a large circle of relations made a heavy call 
upon llim. Not only had ho his" mother snd his sisters, and his 

• 
cousins and his aunts" to provido for, as well as .sist.ers-in-law by 
the do~en, and half-cousins by the score; bnt ho had to maintain 
a nnmerous alTay of wives, with theil' children. ~\he two sons 
just referred to had fourteeu brothers and sisters, or half-brothers 
and sisters. 

Under the guidance of Mr. Waddell I had excellent opportunities 
of seeing all the sights of Soerabaija, for, notwithstanding the 
muddy statc of ~ho kampongs, or native quarters, ho insisted on 
accompanying me to every poil!-t of interest. The principal indus_ 

- try among the women is the making of coloured prints, oalled 
Batt ikkcn. Seated on a low footstool, with a small fire by their 
sido, on which is placed a pot containing' wax, the women hold 
before them a large square framo or stretcher, resting on four 
wheels, which serves asan easel for a pieeg of unbleached calico. On 
'this material the artist draws imaginary designs in endless variety­
not with penoil or brush, but with a curions instrumeut consisting 
of a tiny copper pot or vessel, fitted on one side with a fine, sharp_ 
pointed tube, and on the other with a straight handle. The pot 
or reservoir being filled with wa-x, this curieus drawing instrument 
is placed on the fire till the contents are melted, when a desigu is 
drawn on the sheet of calico with the point of the tube, from which 
runs the melted wax, hardening as it tonchcs the cloth. When 
the design is complete, the cloth is put into a tub of dye, those 
parts to which tho wax; adheres not ta-king the colour, while the 
rest of the fabric is dyed to the desired tint. 

If it is desired to have several colours in the cloth, portions of 
tho wax are removcd from time to time, according to the pattern, 
and tho cloth dipped in different dyes, care being t; ken to protect 

. each till(l with a coating of wax; all thosc parts which have been 
already dyed, or which have to be dipped in a different colour. 
'l'he effect of the cloths thus treated is very pretty, many of the 
designs being both quaint in idea and clever in execution . 

• 



Cllnous Native huiust,us. " 
.As in almo~t every other native industry, whether in tho East or 

the West, imitation is going on in this branch too. The European 
merchants cmploy Chinamen to drllw the Javanese patterns on 
paper, aDd theso are forwarded to "Manchester or Switzerland, to 
bo reproduced on tho cloth by machinery, thousands of yards at 
a. time. The difference between the band-drawn and the machine­
made cloths is easily distinguished . 'I'he nativo work is rougher, 
und the artistic effect better j but the best way is to smell the 
cloth, for the waxy scent never seems to leave the real battiks, 
however often they are washed. 'l'he greater cheapness of the 
maehioe_madc article has not SO far ruined this nutional industry, 
for all the better classes of Javanese, as well as E uropeans, prerer 
to buy native cloth, nlthough it is considerably dearer. I havo 
soon ba.ttikken used fpr sarongs sold fOI' t'wenty_five or thirty florin s, 
which, in a strungot"'s eyes, would hardly 10{lk wort}1 one tenth of 
that price. 

In another kampong nothing but pottery and bricks were being 
manufactured. As every European house has a. collection of 
plants, flower-pots have a ready salo. The native pottery work is 
very brittle, and falls to viecos with a slight knock, owing to its not 
boing burnt sufficiently long, and to the fires not being hot enough. 
Still the nativCf!, like more civilized and "skilled" workmen 
nearer home, see the advantage of not makiug their pottcry-waro 
too strong, for wero tho pots to lllilt too long it would nOL be " good 
for trade." 

'fho girls, women, and children powder their facO.'! witll rico 
powdor Uwudr" de riz), not merely for the sake of beautifying 
themselves, but to prevent perspiration by artificially closing tho 
pores of tho skin with the powder. European ladies who arc 
addicted to tho- froo use of powder, and who doubt this effect of 
the practice, should seethe faces of the powderod Javancse women. 
On the fair skin of a European tho p~senee of powder, clogging the 
minute openings in tho skin, is not noticed; but on the yellowish_ 
brown ground of a J avanese woman's faco the soow_white specks 
of powder are easily distinguishable. The effect is very curious, 
and reminded me of the ochred and powdered fnco of a clown in 
a eircus. 
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One o\'cning I went in company with the Wbodono (the officer 
next in rank to the Rogent) to hoor and soo a gamallang and 
landed:, that is, · a nativo music-band and dancers. During my 
travels in Sumatra I had occasion to see many dancers-who were 
all mon, ns the Malay women never danoo. Boro, however, in Java, 
both sexes join in the pastime. Tho performance took place under 
Il covered" tent." 'l'hc poles supporting tho roof, which consisted 
of a. stuffed mattress, were painted white with rcd stripes, and 
tho sidos of the tent were of calico similar ly striped. Tho band 
consisted of twenty_four porfo ru)ora, the instruments comprising 
drums, fiddles, tom_toms, cymbals, harmon icons, &0. 'l'he 
"gue3ts," who, by the way, had to pay for the invitation, numoored 
about fifty. There was a slightly raised platform occupied by tho 
dancers and musicians ; tI le first dancer was a. girl, dressed in a. 
rcd.s~ripcd sarong and a violet slendang or shawl across the right 
shoulder, with na~ural flowors in her hair, scented like jasmine, 
gold bangles round IH,lr arms, several diamond rings ornamenting 
her t iny fingers, ana diamond ealTings; a broad silver belt to up. 
hold tho sar"ong, completcd the list of her monuments" The girl 
threw herself into dilTorent attitudes, and tho dancing was 
rather a series of gesticulations than tho g raceful bodily move­
ments which Europeans associate l'fith the name. She took a red 
shawl and twisted it round her waist and arms, occasionally 
chanting a fel\, words, and sometimes covering hel" £nce up to the 
eyes with the shawl. The gl"Cater part of the performance, how· 
e\"e)", consisted of merely t wisting her fmgers and hands in such 
positions as to make them appenr out of joint. The dance was , 
supposed to repl"Csent some tragical history; afte r the girl had 
fi nished her act, three others came on dressed in a. similar fashio n, 
and they were presently joined by two men. The gest ienlations 
wero tile same as before, \\·ith lhe di fference that, several glassE's of 
gin.and.bitk rs llaving been sen'cd to the performers , they now 
began to shout louder, and gesticulate mora violently; eventually 
t.he two men kissed, u la Java'laise, the two felDulo dancers. .As 
the Whodeno told me that if we stayed longer wo should be com. 
}WIled to dance, I thought the best thing we could do was to 
depart. at this stage of tIle performance. 
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Here, as everywhere else in tho Eust, the Chinamen aro numerous 
and form the groat majority ef the business people. I bought 
some additional goods for my journey, especially a quantity of 
beads and buttons for tho Dyaks, at the Chincse 101;0$ (stores), and 
found every arficle much cheaper than in any Eurepean shop ; 
the Chinaman:s principle seems to be "small profits and quick 
returns." His staff is cheaper, and l,is living far less expensivo 
than is the case with tIle European traders. John Chinaman's 
dress again is very inexpensive ;-a wllite 100so jackct, a pair of 
wide dark:coloured trousers, both of some thin material, and a pair 
of felt shoes. Neal' the llarbour are immense figh-ponds belonging 
to Cllinamen, the produce of which forms a considerable portion 
of their diet. The greatest luxury a Chinaman has is a fine 
carriage and pair of good horses ; the handsomest ,turnouts in 
Soerabaija belong to tIle wealthy Chinamen. Their houses arc 
nicely fUl'nished, grotesque to the European eye, it is true, though 
the Oriental stylc seems to be at the height of fashion in England 
just now. 

There are many Chiuese cemeteries in Soerabaija, irregularly 
scattered in and about the town, and' covering a brge area of land . 
The Chinese display the deepost veneration for tho dead, and each 
departed Celestial is allotted a 'very largo space of ground to rest 
in. The Chinamen are the principal source of profit to the Dutoh 
Government, as they arc tho opium farmers . The contractor for 
Soerabaija Residency has to pay 1000 florins (001.) per day to t be 
Government, while in Kediri the enormous rental of 80,000 florins 
11 month is paid for the monopoly of this trade. 

Thc" Sellout" or Superintendent of Police, to whom I applied for 
some servants to accompany me to Borneo, succeeded in engaging 
three lads, good wages and three months' advance being the 
best tenns on which their services could be secured: and on 
Thursday morning, 3rd July; I left Soerabaija in tho steamer 
"Baron 'Mackay,:: for Macassar. ' Up to the last moment I was 
in trepidation lest Ali, Sanman, and Sidon should fail to appear 
on board at the time of sfarting, for it is a common occurrence 
fQr servants who have secured fin advance to run away, find 
influlge their 11atiYe propensity for gambling with the money; , 



'4 TIle J-Jead-I-Jmdcrs oj Borl/co. 

when once they have disappeared in any. of the dcssa (villages), 
tllCro is no ch~n.ce of getting them back. I was fOliunate, how­
eyer, in this respect, aud my three attendants camo on board 
together just as r was giving up all hope of seeing them. 

The following dny we arl'ivcd at Bali BoIelEmg, tho chief port of 
Bali Island. The st-camcr anchored close to the shore, and I took 
tho opportunity of landing to examine the place. 'rlH~ town is sitll­
atsd close to a small river or creek: tIle great bulk of the houses 
arc low dirty structures of mud and brick; bJack pigs, goats, and 
doga rnn about the strcets, and 11ll,VC free en/ree to the llOlIses, 
where they seem just as mud! at home as tho Irishman's proverbial 
lodger. 'l'he women do all the trading. Their dress consists 
merely of a sarong fastened round ~he waist. The eoiffuffl is the 
same as in Jaw. and Sumatra, tllC hair being aIlowed to grow to 
its full length, amI twisted round in a knot. The chief cultivation 
is rice and coffee, the latter of inferior quality, and worth only from 
twenty-five to thirty florins the picol. I saw a numbcr of men 
coming into town, leading ponies lndcn with rice, with women, young 
and old, following, (\arrying on their heads baskets containing coffee. 

Close to the town was a curiOIlS Balincse templc, meI:cly a squal'c 
enclosure surrounded by a rcd brick wall, falling into ruins, Enter_ 
ing through a high narrow gateway, the arcll of which was carved 
with rough designs of various animal forms, I observed in the 
centre of the opposite wsll a structure consisting of a shed wiUI 
an nttap roof supported by two carved tigers, and a red brick 
floor. This was the high altar, and on each ~ide of this" altar" 
were a number of smaller ones. In the middle of the square stood 
an old tree, the "Varingin" (ficus relig;osa), sacred to the 
Balinese; a little to the left was a largo pool of muddy wator. 
The majority of the population in -tho island profess the Hindoo 
religion, but there are many curious customs in Bali connected 
with their religious rites which have been grafted on to the 
original ceremonies. The people have an ancient literature, and a 
calendar of thoir own with thirty-five days to tllC month, a.nd but 
six month3 to the ye:-tr ; thong1, some Balinese assert that this 
period comprises only h~lf a ycar. Again, tllo year is ilivided into 
thirty l~'oekoes or weeks of seven days, and ~hc day and night are 
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divided into eight hours each, reckoning from sunrise to sunsct 
and from sunset to 8umisc respectively. Tigers and wild cattle 
arc lllentiful in the island ; the latt-er keep up in tho bills, but tho 
former are often shot from boats, when, towards sunset, they como 
down to tho river-side to drink. 

The eaptain bought a fow black pigs and a couple of cows ~foro 
wo left. The cattle are a small breed, and cost from 18 to 20 florins 
(nearly .21.) a bead, but form an ar ticlo of oxport. The pigg 
cost 4 doJlars (168.) each, a price certainly out of all proportion to 
thnt of tho cattle. As the pigs wore being tied together, tlleir squeal­
ing protestations brought down their late nssociutes, who mani­
fested a wonderful afi'edion, and not only showed their sympathy 
by joining in chorus, bllt actually followed tho coolies who carried 
tho pigs down to thc water's cdge. When tbeil' comrades were in 
the bOat, they quietly turned ronnd, and went back unconcernedly 
to their homes. 

Tho steamer left in tbe evening, and arrived at l\.f!\cassar on Sun_ 
day, 6th of July. 

• 

• 

• 



, 
,6 Tiu Hlod-Hllnler! of Borneo. 

• 

• 

• 

CHAPTER: II. 

~r~_f'-llf marketa and produ_Abnormal ru.i1_gro"·lh_T~blOflOrne .. ",ants 
_A "i,it to Gho~-A I[K>rI.ing R.jah_V. ... rtcre-A crnne along Gel.hoe 
11",~_A $lLve n""t.--}' .. t on a mudbank-Cu.tom-hou811 omoo,," at Pclaroeng 
_Arrival ~t Sam"rillda-~ [ y Chi""",, ho»t_Undositabl& ·neighbou",-The 
Lhing """"ate with the Dwl_}"loating Lou",,"-Importanl officialo- Turlle 
~ggf_A Chin"",, bill off~re-'fnme Or;lng uta,.._ 

MA C'\sSAJl. is ono of the oldest. and most. important commercial 
settlements in the East- Indies. 'rhe town , built on a large plain, is 
divided into three parts, called" KampoDg Baroo" (the new 
villago), "Knmpong Malajoo" (the Malay village), nnd "Kampong 
Boegis" (tIle Boegis ,'illage). In the first, which is the European 
scttiomcnt,the streets arc broad and straight. crossing each other 
at right. angles, and lined wi th fine avenues of trees. On the sea· 
ward side the town is defended by the Fort Rotterdam, outside 
which and running parallcl with the beach are a number of bamboo 
huts, wbose occupants I was informed all get a living by fishing. 
Nowhere in the East havo I soon SUell a vast quant ity and strango 
variety offish as were in tho market at Macassar. There woro 
dozens of different kinds, o£ aU shapes, and si~os , and colours. A 
lArgo oxport t rade is dono in dried, smoked, and salted fisb. .A small 
fi sh {a sped es of .Engrauii-s)is prepared somewhat like anchovies, and 
exported in large quant ities undor the namo of red fuh. It. makes 
one of the many different agreeable ingredients in the popular 
11ish of rioo and curry. The natives also consume locally a large 
qUAntity of fish, sometimes " fresh," hut more often in a put-rid 
stato. 

The principal street, wlU're aU the warehouses and shops are 
situated, rllns along tho beaeh for more than two miles. Begin. 
ning at the southern end are a row of wlllte·washed brick stores, 
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mostly belonging to Chinese traders. Spread out in front of the 
premises in nearly every case are many hundredweight of tre_ 
pang, or /liche_de_mer (HolothuTia, sea_slug), whioh are being 
dried in tlle sun previous to shipment. By degrees the briok 
houses give place to rudely constructed bamboo sheds or huts, 
oooupied by Boegis, i . e. natives of Celebes, most of whom are 
trader~, ohiefly dealing in the daily necessaries-rice, fish, fruit, 
and fowls. Bird-fanoiers' shops arc not w~nting, in which large 
assortments of talking parrots are offered fer sale; and at short 
distances apart are open shops or workrooms, in which women 
may be seen weaving the woll·known :Macassar cloths. Towards 
the northern end of the street a large boat_building industry is 
carried on, where vessels of cODsiderable size and of curious shapes 
are oonstructed by the native workmon, sueh as "pralwe betri­
pangs" (for the trepang fi sheries), "padoeakans," "~ampang8," 
and others, all bearing different names, and designed for spocial 

, 
services. 

I noticed sevcral peculiarities amongst tho Boegis women; one 
very common practice is to let the nail on tho left thumb grow to 
an abnormal length, over one inch beyond the tip. 'fhis incon­
vcnient growth is considered an ornament, and is protected by a 
neatly-plaitoo cover, called" sarong l~oekoe . " 1 The women also 
shave the hair from tho forehead whon it grows too low, and covers 
the forehead too much; and they paint tllC eye_lashes and eye­
brows black. 

The day after my arrival I paid an official visit to thc Govornor, 
Mr. 'J!romp, to lland bim my lotter of introduction, and consult 
llim about my journey to RoeteL Hc did not think the zoological 
results would be rich, and he laid great stress on the drought 
which had visited both the oast coast of Bornoo and Celebes during , 
the year 1877-8. As for making the overland journey to Band_ 

• 
jermasin, he smiled at the idea, and did not think it possible, the 
natives in the interior of Koetei being dangerous and hostile. Mr. 
'l'romp kindly flunished me with a lettor of introduction to the 
Snltan of Koetei. 

Here I already began to havo some trouble with the three 
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servants I had engaged at Soerabaija. Two of them came to me 
nnd asked for money, a. request which I tllought very uiH-cason­
able. as only a week ago I had giv(,11 them three months' advance. 
'l'hey said they had given their wives 1Ioa1'ly nil the money, with 
tllC exception of some with which olothes had been bought. 
Knowing the gambling propr.mstties of the Javanese, I refused to 
give them any more, but offered t.o buy for them anything they 
wantOO. Thoy did not scorn very pleased with this proposal, hut 
asked me to buy some tobacco for thorn. I engaged here-also 
under three months' advance of wages-a Boegia lad, named 
Laban, who turned out to be tho m()lJt dirty, lazy, cowardly, and 
troublesome fellow I ever came acl"OSS. 

While st.'lying in Macassar I had the opporlunity of paying a. 
visit, accompanied by the Assistant Resident, Mr. Densbach, to the 
Rajah of Ghoa, whose territory begins only half an hour's drive 
from thfl town. The short journey Willi performed in grand style, 
for Mr. Tromp very kindly placed at our disposal his four_in.hand, 
which the l)I"(wo little native llorscs rolled along as if coaches were of 
every day occurrence in CelClbes. The Rajah is reputed to be worth 
eight and a. JUllf million guilders (about 700,OOOl.), al1 of which aro 
popularly believed to be stored in ha.rd cash in his palaeo. H is for_ 
tune has boon chiefly amassed by a monopoly of the coffee trade in 
his ·territory, He buys the produeo at from fifteen to twenty 
florins per picol, aud soils it again to the Macallsar merchants at a 
p rofit of about lOOper cent. Dutneitlu~r" Rajah" nor" Palaeo" 
bore out in appearance the reputation of wealth or grandeur. 
The palace was s. largo bamboo structure, elevated, like thll rest of 
the native dwellings, on POgts, soma ten or tWlllve foot above tho 
ground. The owner was n feeble-looking old man, whose beauty 
was entirely spoiled by tho protruding lower lip, w.hiell was bulged 
out of all shape by tbe long-continued habit-practised, perhaps, 
during at least fifty of tIle sixty_two years of bis life-of packing 
his" quid," 'lI'ben sil'ih.cliowing, in front cf Ilia teoth. 'l'he old 
man was evidontly very ill, and spoke in 8. very low tone of voice; 
80 that., as he was a littlo deaf into the bargain, conve-rsation was 
not very easily carried on. After the uann.1 introductions we were 
nsked to bo seated, and tho Rajah, in deference to tho ,custom of 

• 
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Ilia white visitors, elevated himself on a chair, on which hc sat 
cross legged, instead of taking his usual scat on the fioor. 

The aspect of thc audicnce-chamber. and its occupants was pictu­
rosque,ifludicrous. On ono side of flo tablo sat tho old Rajah, perched ' 
on bis ohair, olothed in blue striped sarong and loose jacket, with 
a pretty cap on his heacl, neatly woven of various fibros and fitted 
with a rim of gold . The Crown Princc and half·a·dOllen other 
princes, woaring a similar cap or coronet, with a sarong round tho 
waist and a kris, or dagger, attached, but tlll.l rest of tho body barc, 
squatted on the floor, each with his large silvcr.gilt sirih·box, ancl 
II.. huge brass spittoon in their midst; here, there, and overywllore, 
flitti ng about like brown butterflies, were a swarm of naked ohildren, 
while tllrough an open door could be seen a number of women, mostly 
slaves, some of whom presently came forward to hand round coffeo 
and cakes. Against the wall facing the entrance stood what I at 
first took for a" tl,rone," but which Mr. Bensbach subsequently 
explained was a bedstead, specially erected in honour of one of the 
Rajah's daughters, who had lately boon marriod. Tho bedstead was 
oovered with red cloth; on the vallance in front were painted two 
crocodiles, botween which was tho representation of a crowned 
being. Tho tostcr, or canopy, was supported by eight bamboos. 
On the bod itself were no loss tl,an eight short pillows, and one long 
one-known familiarly to all travellers in the East under the name of 
a" Dutch wife." On a largo baulk of timber supporting the roof 
were hung a numbcr of stags' horns, trophies of the chase in the 
Rajah's deer forest. Ono of his favourite amusements is cleer­
stalking; all Boegis are fond of llUuting the dcer on horseback; 
they are splendid horsemen. Speaking of hunting, his Highness 
said he remembcred Mr. -"Vallaco, who went out doer hunting one 
day with him. Along oue side of the room was a long row of wickor 
covers, or cages, under oooh of which stood a fighting_cock, kceping 
up a continual chorus. These bird~ are another indication of tho 
sporting proclivities of the old Rajah and his sons. The principal 
cock·fights take place on Sundays, and he was very anxious that 
I should pay him a visit on the next Sunday, when I should bo 
able to soloct a bird, and bet on its chance of success. 

9n the 14th July I left Macassar in the steamer" Karang," 
o 2 
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Capt. Steurs, for Samarinda, minus two of my men, .Ali and 
Siden, who had at last taken it into their heads that their skulls 
were too valuable to risk among the bloodthirsty Dyaks of Borneo. 
Sariman, the only one of the trio I had engaged in Soerabaija who 
remained true to me, told me of their intended desertion, but not 
till just as the swarner was "Starting, when it was -too late to do 
lllOrO than send a polite note to the ohief constable, recommending 
the runaways to his particular attention. 

The weather was lovely; not a breath of wind rumed the surface 
of the oc~an as the steamer kept its course closc along the shores of 
Celebes, of whose mountain-range a splendid view was afforded . 

.At Pare Pare we stayed for an hour, and the vessel was at onoe 
surrounded by a numcrous flcct of n~tive canoes, luden with cocoa 
nuts and bananas. 

This is a "egular slave ncst. Good_looking young girls fetch 
from twenty to fifty guilders each. I wcnt ashore in a canoe, and 
paid my respects to thc Rajah, a mild_looking man over seventy 
years of age, who lived in a miserable bamboo structure, by 
courtesy styled a palace. He was ill, but rcceived me in audience, 
and I found him supported on cushions, with an old wife of his 
poulticing his forehead with some green clay-like mixture. Tho 
old Rajah was not equal to talking much, and when I asked for 
specimens of native workmanship, he oalled a number of women 
out of their seclusion, who brought neatly-ma(lo boxes of coloured 
straw, plaited into regular patterns. Some of these I bought fOI' 

a dollar apiece, and a drawiug of one is given in l'late 20, Fig. 5. 
While bargaining with the men for some tocmba (lanoes) and 
knives, I was Iyarned by the bell of the steamer that it was time 
to depart. On getting on board I found as fellow_passengers 
~ome forty or fifty Bocgis traders, all with a quantity of their 
famous cloth which they were taking to Koetei for sale. 

The next day was passed in slowly steaming tow~rds tho coast 
of Borneo. On the 16th we sighted Koetei, and soon afterwards 
entered the dclta of tho riyer Mahakkam, its low_lying banks 
thickly clothed with forests. Navigation was diffioult owing to the 
multitude of shift ing channels, and at times we oame so close in 
sllore that the great leaves of th.o nipa palms brushed us as wo 
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pasllCd. Incessantly ,,'ere the captain's orders, uttered and 
pllssed from mouth to mouth in :1IIalllY, changed as the vessel was 
turned now to the right, now to the left. Keenly wlla the look_out 
kept for possible shoals ahead; but,notwitllstanding all precllutions, 
about midday, ' just as we were within hail of our destination, 
Pelaroong, the steamer went soft ly, quietly, but fast into II mud 
bank. All effor ta to get her off were in vain, lind we had to wait 
till ~nture, the all_powerful goddess, ClIme to our assistance in the 
person of the Flood-tide. Eventually, after four hours' delay, 
the vessel was lifted from the bed of mud, lind in a. few minutes 
we wore off Pelaroeng. 

As 800n as the anchor was down a large prau with covered 
cabin oame alongside, bringing the Sabandar or Harbour-Master, 
with several oustoms officers. Now began a. general over_hauling 
of goods ; balos of cloth wore unpaeked and carefully inspected by 
the ~aloU!; officials, who noted down their contents lind thc esti. 
mated value of the goods, togctherwith the names of tllo owners, lind 
demanded immediate paymont of the ten PCI' cent. import duty. 

Fortunately I escaped this ordeal. lIy commission under the 
Dutch GOvernment WM sufficient to allow my geods to pass tree. 
The captain advised me to proceed in the steamer to Samarinda, 
an l\Our further up t11(1 rivel', whither lie was going in search of a 

. cargo, and, as I had a le~ter of introduction to a Chinese merchant 
there, I decided to avail myself of his olTer. The broad river was 
nolY nearly full, it being noarly Iligh tide, and ten miles' run up 
stream was accomplished without incident. 

Kwe Kc Hiang received me most cordially, storing my baggage 
in his warehouse, and telling me all the news of tlle place. Of Koe. 
tei, generally, he ga.ve a very bad aocount. The Malays alwgether 
weTt! 0. pack of thieves, while the Boegis would occasionally enliven 
the proccedrngs by running a-muck genemlly after their cuswm; 
as for the interior, the Drab weTt! perfect savages and inveterate 
Head_Hunters. Altogether the good Chinaman's na~tive was -
fo'fCiI:ilc, and the picture he drew of the country graphic and 
interesting if not prepossessing; snd on the first night of my visit 
to Koetei my ideas wera not of a. sort likely to foster the mest 
pleasant dreams. 
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Samarinda, the chief trading_port of Kocwi, is sit uated at the 
mouth of the Mahakkam, and occupies a considerable area on both 
banks of the river, whieh is here nearly a mile wide. 

'l'hat portion of tho town which lies on the right bank is 
inhabited by Boegis of whom a large settlement has exist ed here 
for many years; they are in great force here a.i:td havo at tbeir 
head a" knpitan " or chief, whose rank is officially recognized by 
the Sultan of Koetei. That potentate, indeed, through his agents , 
liaS induced a largo numbor of Boegis to settlo at Samarinda, and 
also in other parts of his territory, by promising greater advantages 
than t hey possess in their original home at Celebes, and- evory 
month sees a fur ther inftux of new arrivals_ There is little doubt 
that t he Boegis have been wise in their genoration and chesen the 
better part in seeking tho protedion of the Sultan of Roetei , as 
they are much oppressed by the unreasonable taxes imposed by the 
R ajahs in their native country, and made tlw subjects of a harass­
ing slave-t rade, all the less endurable becauso surreptitiously 
earried on. I have spoken to many of these Feople but never yet 
heard one of them-express a. wish to return to Celebos. W ith their 
greater liberty and their annually increasing numbers they are, 
however , assuming too much power in Koetei, and, as they are a 
treacherous race, they will probably one day t urn round and bite 
the hand that has fed them. Indeed they have already made an 
attempt to gain the upper hand at Samar inda, and for a t ime es­

. tablished a semi-independence, refusing to admit the authority of 
the Sultan a nd h is Government _ l 'hey are, however, apparently 
;wfjuieseent in the present state of affairs, being permit ted the 
administration of their own local laws called " Towadjee_" 

1.'he Boegis have an ugly habit of suddenly giving way to an 
uncontrollablc tit of rabid fury, known as " amok," generally 
prompted by jealousy. If one of these amiable· people is put out 
by any little domestio difficulty, or by any other causo, ho is seized 
with the" amok" fever . "Runuing_a-muck" is the nearest E nglish 
equivalont (curieusly enough, as similar in sound as in meaning) 
fer the native term. Friend or foe, man or woman, old 0 1" young, 
it makes little diffcrcnco to the apparently demented savage whom 
ho may meet . Ho will furiously \J.ttack without tho slightest pro-
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vocation and without disorimination wllosoover crosses Ills path, 
and woe betide tbe unfortunato beings among whom n Boegis takes 
it into llis hcad to "I·un-a-muok." Armed with fin o krisses stuok in 
theil' waist-cloths, theso Boogis aro ugly custome!'S to meet even 
on tho best of terms; but, when" amok," they will kill or wound 
perhaps twenty or thirty pccplo before thoy are secured, disarmed , 
or killed. In ::Macassar and other large towns the native police 
aro armed 'with a long, two-pronged fork of bamboo, something 
like the humble" clothes-prop;" and when thoy see an "Rmok" 
Boogis, tlley place the fork agaiust his throat, IHid llold him at 
bay till he can be scouJ1)d. Tho tragic seene assumes a ludicrous 
aspect, when the frantic savago is seen firmly pinned by the neck 
against a. wall or tree, vainly endeavouring to release his head 
from tho unoomfortable position\ or being ignominiously forced 
along the street by au active policeman, skilled in the use of this 
bloodless weapon of defence. 

A few, very few, Kootei Malays, and not more than a do~.en 
ChillllmOn, and two or three Klings are found SIlttlcd ameng theso 
vory unnllighbourly neighbours. On the left bank of the river tho 
bulk of the Kodoi poople, and the Chineso merchants, of whom 
there aro about II hundred, ure settled. None of Lilesc ever think 
of venturing !lC1'OSS the river after dusk without being well armed 
-Ule Malay with h is mandan, the Chinaman with bis revolver. 
T he two towns have bc~wcen thorn a popuilltion of somo 10,000, or 
exactly twice as many inhabitants as when Mr. H. Von Dewall 
visited tho place in 1840.' -

Samarinda itself has not tho appeal'aneo which might be o:Kpccted 
of 80 important a settlement. The entry I mado in my diary at 
tho time was that" Tbis ill the most miserablo placo I have ever 
seen; tho natives and their buildinga correspond in squalor." 
The buildings are mostJy bamboo structures, with an .. attap" 
cover or roof-roost wrotched habitat ions. Hero and there are a 
few wood-built edifices, so few, hewever, that thoir rure occurrenco 
only serves to increase the miserable appearanoe of the sUlTOund­
ing dwellings. The senso of oppression causod by the poverty_ 
stricken look of the place, is increased by the fact that the living 

• I ouli«JI At'ihiej.JIH9. 
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here 8eem to associa to with tIle dead. The dwellings aro every· 
where 8urrounded by tombs. Although thore is plon~y of land 
available for the purpose of n burial-ground, tho Malays do not 
trouble thomS(llves to oonsecrate a pieeo of ground, nccording to 
tho Mohammedan principles which they profess, for the purposo 
of depositing the rllmains of tho departed, bu~ i:Jig fI hole any_ 
where, and hurl'y tIle dORd OllCS under the lIoil ll'ithout ceremony, 
or al)pan.'llt regard for sentiment, and certainly in defiance of all 
~anitary laws. The houscs arc all----cvon tho most ricketty-rais~ 
on hamboo posta, the floor heing at a hlligbt of eight 01' ten filet 
from the ground, whieh is pel'haps some compensation for ~heir 
undcsi\'llble position among the tombs. In plnte 1, figuro 2, is 
sllOwn ono of the bettor class of ordinary dwelling houses, with 
tIle tombstones dotted around. 

BC6idcs these land habitations, many of tile people dwoll in huts 
built on rafts Hoating on tho water, and anehorod by moans of 
I'nttnn ropes to the SlI01'C, Communication from on~ point to 
another is maintained by prans, and e"(1)' one has one or more of 
those handy craft. 'l'bcrc aro liwrally no roads or paths of any 
description,. t he IIOUSCS are ncarly all crowded down to the 
water's edge, nnd there Stloms to be uo reason for inland com_ 
munication. The people grow a very littlo rico, but dopend upon 
trade for nearly all their supplies. I managed to follow II muddy 
chanuel, which did duty for a path, for some little distance behind 
the row of houses next the shore, but saw nothing to indieato the 
existeueo of any traffie inlnnd. A foil' children were playing 
about, bu~ ran away to hido tho moment they porccived a stranger 
approaehing. The women, a few of WllOm. wcre engaged in 
pounding rico with wooden pestlo find mortar, did tl lO same, rising 
hurriedly from their work and going indoors as if thoy took mo for 
the ghost of one of thei~depnrtcd neighbours from the surrounding 
tombs. ' . 

·Amid all this squalor, tllere are one or two pretentious build. 
ings. The Sultan's palacu, for instance-a large, white.painted 
structuro, with a galvanir.od iron roof-has tho vory uncommon 
feature of !.wo storllYS, and n vorandah upstairs. It is, howe"er, 
seldom ocClllpiod by the Suilnn, who has no tll.'lte for living in too 



PALACE OF THE SULTAN OF KOETE!. 

• DWEl..LING AMONG TOMBS . 



'5 

close proximity to his Boegis subjects, and is c?Dsequcntly in a 
ratllCr dilapidated condition. As a symbol of authority, there 
stand in front of the palace a. dor.en dismounted, rusty gUllS and 
mortars, dating from the last contury. 

The rcsi4cnce of the Governor of the town, tho Pangeran Ban­
dubura, is a really well-appointed, comfortable house, furnished 
throughout in European style. This" Prince" may be termed the 
Sultan's Minister for Foreign Affairs. .A shrewd, clover man, tall 
and slightly built, with a very intelligent faco which proclaims his 
Arabian dcscellt;, Bandahara. has groat influence ovor the natives. 
The Assistant Resident told me he was the only official that was not 
afraid of the Sultan, who generally left to him tho settlement of 
any difficult question, such, for instance, as the treatment of the 
Bocgis. 

Next in importance to Bandahara is the Sabandar, or harbour_ 
master, whose duty it, is to collect tIle import and export duties on 
all merchandise entering and leaving thQ port. '£he post is a 
lucrative one-( consider the opportunities it offers for the giving 
and receiving of bribes! )- but the present Sabandar, like any other 
official, holds it on the favour of his master, with whom he has 
more than once been in disgrace. The last dispute was about one 
of the Sabandar's wives, whom the Sultan took a fanoy to, and 
induoed to go with him to Tangaroeng. The Sabandar had words 
with his Highness over this little matter, and was dismissed; but 
through the good offices of the Assistant Resident he was lucky 
enough not only to be reinstated in his post, bnt to havo his wife 

• • returned to hiS bosom. 
Samarinda is the residence of the Imam, or upper priest, who 

has established here a school, where the, children are taught writing 
in Arabic characters, and instructed in tho tenets of thc Koran. 
He has charge of all ccolesiastioal matters in the kingdom, and 
receives an annual income from tho Sultan. 

The commeree of Samarinda is very considerable. Everyone is 
a trader, even the Pangerans and the Hadjis! Here, as everywhere, 
John Chinaman musters in great force, and the greater part of the 
export trade is in his hand". At the time of my arrival there were 

• Those who hnvo l"'rfonuoo the 1';1~",imag6 to 1("""". 
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five vessels-three of them barques of considerable gille-all belong. 
ing to Chinamen, being loaded with the produce of the country, 
which is brought down the river on long rafts. Rattan is tho 
staple product; but gutta.percha, timber, beeswax, and edible 

• 
birds' nests (S'l1"fmg bwroe1l!l) from tJle interio:, and trepang, 
tortoise. shell, and turtle cggs from tho ccast, are also exported in 
considerable quantities. 

Tho Badjoes, or coast Malays, are principally engaged in the 
fishing industries; and are very elever in finding the" nest.<!" of 
the turtles in the sand, from a single one of whieh sometim.es as 
lUanyas a hundred eggs may be taken .. These were recommended 
to me as a great luxury, but I was prejudiced, perhaps, by the 
leatllery·looking shells, reminding one of large snakes' eggs, and 
found the flavour to resemble that of dried, and very " strong" 
flsh·roe. 

The imports are rico, salt, opium, gambier, coffee, petroleum, 
coloured .prints, white and black calico, iron and brass wire, 
and cocoa.nuts and cocoa.nut oil- the two last principally for 
Celebes. 

There is at present only one European merchant in the pilwe, 
and he complained very muoh of the dishonesty of the natives, and 
the lOOse methods of doing business generally among them; and of 
the absence of any law or authority to protect the foreigner. 'fh e 
natives always expeot ready money for their produce, but demand 
long credit-for all their own purchases. The" nobles ,. especially 
seem to have a particular fancy for rooting themselves deeply into 
the traders' books. • 

The oonntry is, 110.lyever, nndonbtedly rich, and if the trade were 
protected by a regular administration, and some greater .semblance 
to law and order, thero is no doubt that a l?-rger number of Euro· 
peans, and of Chinese especially, weuld be attracted to it, and 
develope its resources. The sojl is cverywhere fenile, the ojfturnl 
productions are abundant, and all that is wanted is greater honesty 
among the people, from the highest to the lowest, for the land to 
be able to support ten times its present population. 

At tbe hospitable board of my Celestial friend, Kw~ Ke Hiang, 
who bad, for Samarindu, a vcry good woodell house and extensive 



A C/niuse Dimur. '7 

wnt'(!hou~. I was ablo to taste the various gastl-ouomieluxuries of 
n. well· to-do Chinaman. lIe used to eomplain that he eould get 
nothing in "this dirty place," and that everything had to be ordered 
from Singapore or Soerllbnija ~wo or three months beforehand; 
hut ho kept an oxcellent Chinnso cook, and I am suro that when he 
was grumbling he was only fi~hing for a compliment. The edible 
bil-ds' nests soup I found excellent, and would recommend it as a 
nutritious food for delicate people. Somowhat similar was tho 
chiekcm broth with aY(ly.(lyar-a sort of seaweed. Rice curry was 
of course a standing dish. Fish, fresh, dried, salted, nnd-well, 
"high," was in abundance, and, cooked in various forms, generally 
(alwllys excepting tho high gnme) proved excellent. Delicious fried 
cray-fi~h and prawns formed a most appetizing plat; but the piCco 
M ,.i8isf4oce, stewed euttle. fisia, was beyond my powers of appre­
ciation. 

Dear old Kwc Ke liiang was a general ff\\'ourito; and many a 
pleasant hour havo I ~pent with him undcl' the verandah. in front 
of his house, as he sat smoking his opium.piJXl. His friends and 
acquaintances, his customers and his clerks, would come in every 
d&y-several times a day indeed, especially ILbout iunchC(ln and 
dinner. time-and, with the excuse of having a phat, help them. 
IKllves to the inevitable" hiw" of gin and bitton. 

Kwe K€ Riang was vcry fond of animals, and had among other 
11Ousehold pets a couple of large orang utans, male a~d fema le, 
which had been caught in the interior. i 'he big male was in a 
consumption, and lny most of tho day wrapped up in a blanket, 
his great trame shaken incessantly by a terrible cough, which soon 
carried him off'. His mato, which Kwe Ke Hiang kindly presented 
to Iite, was apparently in good health, but on my return three 
months afterwards, she too had gone the way of all orangs. 

The Malays 01 Snmarinda catch the orangs neUf the small 
creeks and streams falling into tbe Mahakknm near the town. 
'l'hey told me that the snimals enly como to the banks early in 
the morning, returning dllring the day to the junglc. Whcn they 
Cl\tch onc alive they sell it for three dollars to tho Chinese, who 
feed the animals first on fruit and afterwards on rioo, but never 
!suceced in inducing them to live long in confinement . . T he 
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captive animals seem capable of lit tle or no activity, sitting for an 
hour or longer in the same position, so still that they could be 
photographed with the greatest ease, thon slowly turning on ono 
side and sleeping with the arm under the head. Their eyes are 
vcry keen, and give them a very intelleCtual and human_like 
appearance. 'rho remarkable listlessness of tlie orangs in 
captivity mado me e:xtremely anxious to 800 them in their nntive 
wood~ and jungles, but I was never fortunate to see a single 
orang utan alive or dead in any part of the interior, though 
the Dyaks of Long Wai said they were found further north and on 
the 'reweh; I also heard that they were by no means rare in the 
Doesoen district, whore thoy aro called" keoe." It is only among 
the Malays that they are known as orang utan (literally" wild 
men "). Dr. Solomon Muller in his" Travels" sa.ys the natives 
have distinct names for the se::res; the male being called" Salam­
ping," and the female" Boekoe." 

• 

• 
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CHAPTER III. 

Unseaworthy craft-A roNlS! 8Olitude---Coal-mines-Fish and fishori .. - Tho capital 
of Koc((:i-Suitan :Mohamnd Soloman Chaliphat 001 Moominin-An interview 
in the palace-A hideous idol-Princely treasuroII-A m""ia fot di)mond. _ The 
Goycmment of Kootci-H6Voulle-Finanoiai ab""",,-Royal exeeationCN- A 
much_married man-Cock.Hghting-A cock-crowing conte<3t_b'unera\ rite.o_ 
A roY"\ gt>mbJing holl. 

ON Sunday, July 20tll, 1879, I started from Samarinda with 
two praus for 'l'angnTocng, a distance of thirty miles by river. 
The larger of the two vessels, twenty-five feet long, and hewn out 
of a single tree, was so well laden with provisions aud other 
baggage that its ordinary crow of seven mon had to be reinforoed 
by my two personal followers before it could bo safely trusted 
to stom the rapid curreut of the river lIIahakkam, Thus loaded 
its gunwale was within a few inches of the water, and it seemed 
as if thc slightest disturbance of its" trim" would be fatal to tIle 
success of its voyage: but the :Malay boatmen had never heard of 
Mr, Plimsoll, and seemed to think moro of the risks of a land 
journey than of any perils by watel', It was, however, a long time 
before I got accustomed to travelling in tile frail craft. The second 
prau, which was fitted with a covered cabin, was mu(:h smaller, 
and with its crew of five, and two passengers-for I was accom­
panied by my hospitable friend, Kwe Ke Hiang-appeared even 
more ready to founder on the slightest prqvocation than its com­
panion, To me it was vety irksome to be obliged to sit motionless 
for hours at a time, although to the Oriental constitut.ion such a 
necessity appeared a luxury; I gradually, however, got accustomed 
to the position, as the little bark proved its buoyancy and stability, 
and was able to take note of the surrounding scenery. '1'0 avoid 
the strong current the praus were kept as close as possible to the 
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shore, and, as hotll hunks of the river were covered to the water's 
edge wi~h fortlst, we frequently came into uncomfor table proximity 
to the ovcrlHl.nging branchos of the trees, which , however, fifforded 
a pleasant shade. Hero and there a break in the forest revealed a. 

patch of rice-field, and a little distance in the background a low 
range of wooded hills. Occasionally the stillness of the everlasting 
forest would be broken by the sound of a monkey sitting chatwr­
iug at us for intruding on his privacy, or springing from branch 
to brauch, startled by OUf sudden approach. Of the feathered 
t ribe there was ne"t to nothing to be seen, while in the water 
an occasional crocodile wa.., the only visible sign of animal 
life. 

At Datu Pangal, It short distance above Samarinda., however, 
we came to an unexpected symptom of future life and commercial 
activity, in the shape of a coal-mine, which is occasionally resorted 
to by Dutch steamers, but is worked principally for the purpose 
of supplying the steam yacht belonging to the Sultan of KoetcL 
'1'he mine is not a hundred yards from the river, and if properly 
developed might p rove a valuable property. 

The soil along the banks of the river hero appears to be rich. and 
capablo of easy and remunerative cultivation, but the land is 
practically uninhabited, and the whole distance between Samarinda 
and Tangarocng there are not more than a couple of d07.on small 
huts of most miserable appearance. Tho fow settlers are Beegis, 
who eultivate pisangs (bananas), hut depend chiefly upou fishing 
for the means of subsistence. The people everywhere in the east 
are fond of fish; whctllCr owing to actual gastronomic preference, 
or because the capture ef the finny prey is a matter involving less 
labour than tllO cultivation of the fields, or the hunting of animals 

. and birds, I will not attempt to decide. I t is eertain, however, 
that in many parts of the East the demand for fish is so great, and 
tbe methods adepted for catching them with the l.east trouble so 
destructive-thousands of small fish being captured in a basket 
or a " net " made ef a. sheet of calico, from wl.lieh the sma.Jlest fry 
cannot escape-that in the more populous districts this source of 
food supply is rapidly failing. The Mahakkam itself, however, 
swarms with fish, of which a lar~ species of silurus is the com_ 
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mO!lest and most usu:l.l1y ea.te~. There are also delicious crayfisb, 
gigantio freshwater shrimps, and turtles. 
Be~woon throe and four in the afternoon we arrived at Tan­

garoeng a. second Sarnarinda., only on a smaller scale. Tho 
population is about ~OOO, aU of them located on the right bank of 
the river, which' is here over 1000 yards wide. There are three 
clasaea of habitations, as IIhown in Plate 2: those built on dry land, 
those built on the foreshore, where, at high t i<ie, they 81"0 only a 
few inohes abov.e the level of the wate\' ; and th080 built on floating 
rafta in the river il.<:lelf. The hou~s in the first two'categories' 
are erected on high posts. The place has the advantage over 
~amarinda in the fact tb'at it can boast of a road, though a 
had one, into the neighbouring country; but it surpasses the 
latter place, if possible, in filthiness. All the refuse trom tho 
houses-Ooating or not.-ia thrown on to the foreshore. where, as 
the river is tidal. it lies of U n for ai:s: or eight lioUl'& in the hot 
aun, quioo long enoug~ to evolve a. ' most loath&()Dle effiuvium. 
,This is increased by the qua.ntity of stinking fish, salted eggs. also 
decidedly "high," dried fish, prawns, ' &c., not ovor frosh , and , 
other savoury provisions offered for sale, alongside of fruits and 
sirih, and different kinds of oakes (kwi.twe) : Yost of the sma.lIor 
houses are ehops. The larger store-keepers deal in European 
manufactures, such as prints, iron_ware, &c., and in Chinese 
crookery a.nd Boegis cloth. The. houses are most of them dirty, 

. both inside and outside, and round them'may be seen, at all hours 
of the da.y, equally dirty children-whOse brown skins fortunately(?) 
do .uot "show the dirt"-flying kites, or playing "heads and 
tails " with cents. 

This is the capital town of .Koetei , and the rcsidcnce of his 
Highness the Sultan Mohamad Soleman Chalipbat 001 Moeminin, 
one of ~he most iotelligent rulers in the Malay archipelago.' 

, Aceording to v"" o-.n, if Mohlll>ad Solemln if dctC<!ndcd from Mab&radj. 
Dee ... Gong Sakhtic, who, in "'"pon" to th8 oontinucd .~pplicat.lon or one Panggawa 
Beeat, ~idinll in Koetei, """'8 down from heaven to .. rth. Pangsawa' Ba .. ~t had a 
number of childmn, grandchildNn, and ~t-gnindchlldren, and " u aD:r:ious to h&flI 
a king to Nign over ;h6m, aod prt.ytd to one of ;he god. to ... ul & rule. who migM 
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Immediately Oil landing at the ricketty structul'C which did 
duty for a pier or landing_stage I went in seardl of tlle Sultan, 
asking to be directed to the" Palace." I WIIS shown II large, 
square, wooden building, approached through a long covered 
courtyard , witl! two openings for door.ways, and covered with 
a corrugated galvanized iron roof. (See Plate 1.) A ol'o\'(d 
of ill-looking Malays surrounded the premises, some of whom 
ushered me into what appeared to be the hall, or rather, perhaps, 
the reception-room. It was half an hour before anyone carno to 
receive me, and I had an opportunity of studying the architecture 
of the place. This Panooppo, as it is called, looked for all tho 
world like a :MotboJist chapel. It lind large side galleries running 
along the whole longth, and anothor facing the door ovor a raised 
platform; whilc part of thc floor was occupied by subdivisions, 
or" rooms," resembling pews. .A few lamps, suspended from thc 
Iony roof, wllicb was snpported by massivo pillars of iron-wood, 
completed tIle resemblance to a chapel. !looked in vain, however, 
for cllairs or seats of any kind; and the sido galleries were occu­
pied., not by a congregation of worshippers, but by a number of 
fat. tailed sheop. In tho left_haud eornor, near the ontrance, was 
a large woodon idol of hideous appearance. This figure is SIIOWIl 
in Plate 27, Fig. 1, and gives a good idea of the provailing style 
of carving adopted for idols among the Long Wahou Dyab in t ho 
interior of the island of Borneo, These figures aro not exactly idoh, 
in the ordinary sense of t he word, as thoy are not directly wor_ 
shipped, althOllgh representing t he religious beliefs of tho Dyaks, 
and regarded with superstitions veneration;' thoy should, perhaps, 
rather be called talismans, as they are looked upon as charms to 
keep away evil spirits and ilI_lllck. 

maeey OM of hi$ children. Mahatodja Deewa Gong S~khtie oonseq"ently OnIno nIld 

m'l'Ti;ld l'octeie Karang .MClellesh. }'rom this union have sprung all the rulc~ of 
Koowi, who at first ... umoo. ~hc tilie of" RatO<>;" then thaI of ' \ Adjia" (a corruption 
of the word Il.ajah); law. that of " l'an~'€ran;" and for the ia.t foue g~neration. Ihat. 
or" Sultan." Under the reign of AuF. di )fCndiml tho Mohammedan relii'on wM 
introduced into Koowi by all Arab ""-moo. 1"<&11 TOClIgk.ng Para ngan - thi. ",me 
!.>elllg derifoo, .. the legend rUDs, fro,n the faot of Ihe Arab having eome inl<> t.h6 
Country riJing on a l'aranglln (fish). 

, V;d.! i~jM, p. 189. 
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Presontly tho oldest son of tlu:l Sultnn, the Pangcran (Prince) 
Praboe, came in, and said the Sultan was at prayer, hut would 
not keep me waiting much longer. Hardly load be spoken, when 
Ids Highness himself entered-a well-built man of gentlemanly 
bearing, about .the middle height, and apparently about forty 
years of -age." A olean-shaved, fleshy, and rather heavy-looking 
face was set off by a pair of extraordinarily bright eyes, flashing 
like nrc. l'ho lips were parted by a pleasant smile as he ad­
vanced to greet me, and revealed a set of teeth as black as Whitby 
jet from betel chewing. He wore a semi-European costume of 
long black cloth coat, and black cotton trousers; and an ordinary 
Cashmere travelling-cap on his head completed his attire. Hold­
ing out llis han(l, he at once made me feel at home with him, and 
ordering chairs and tablc to be brought forward, lie proceeded 
with a business-like air to read the letters of intrvquctiun which I 
presented to him. 'I'he one from the Govemor of Macassar, }\fr. 
Tromp, was sewn up in an orange silk cover, whieh was eal·efully 
cut open by one of the attendants, while his Highness read tlw 
epistle from his relative at Scerabaija. He seemed pleased with 
the contents of the letters, and when he had finished them he. said 
in EnO"lish, putting his right hand to his breast, ".All right;" and • • • 

then, shaking hands again with me, added,-
"Me do all; me do .everyting for you." 
Then, probahly thinking it the proper thing to seal our 

incipient friendship hy pouring out a libation in European 
fashion, ho inquired, "Vat you like to drink?" mentioning by 
name a long list of beverages, from foaming champagne down to 
equally foaming, but more modest, seltzer-water. Kncwing that 
the Sultan, like al1llIalays, was a "teetotaller," I thought it wise 
to suggest the last-named non-alcoholic drink, in which we could 
pledge each other: On the order heing given accordingly, there 
was a gencral bustle antong the servants, one of whom brought 
in a huge brass vcssel, wllich he placed by the Sultan's side. 'f llO 
use of this curious addition to tho ordinary drinking paraphernalia 
was soon made apparcnt, for tIle Sultan, instead of driuking tIle 

• IJi$ lIigllJjO)!j$ was born on 28th October, lS3C. For an aeeo,,,,t of L;'i<le, Q' 

Ifrthday rcost, which o<cu=d during my stay in Kooto;, WI! p. 97. 
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seltzer, merely rinsed Lds mouth with i~, ejecting it into the brass pot, 
and immediately filling his mouth again with sirik His inveterate 
habit of betel-chowing did not tend to lesson tho difficulty which I 
felt in understanding his romarks, when, lluving exhausted his small 
stock of English 'expressions, he relapsed int.o the :Malay tongue. 
'l'hero woro, he t-old me, "plenty of birds, plenty of insocts; all I 
could wish for ; also, just now, banja. soesa" (plenty of trouble)­
a faveurite expression of his, for it was proverbial that he was ' 
::.lways complaining of "trouble" of one kind or another. He had 
reason, just then, perhaps, for tho remark, sineo he had lost his 
second son only a few days proviously. Ho then questioned me 
about my proposed expedition into ~ho Interior, and suddenly said. 
he wO\lld go with me, for ho was afraid to tt'ust me alono among 
the Dyaks. .At the close of a lengthened interview, IlC asked me 
to take np my quart-crs with his second surviving son, the Pang(l!'an 
80sro, the same one to whom I had a letter of introduction 
from the Regent of Soerabnija, to whose daughter he was 
married . 

'fhe Pangeran received me most kindly. ilis 110USO, a neatly 
built structure in the grounds of the palace, was most ,tastefully 
decorated in light blue and gold, and furnished after the Enropean 
style. 

'fho Sultan, I found, had no accommodation for visitors, although 
he had plenty of room and a quantity of furuituro stored. in liis 
warehouse. He hns, in fact, a mania {or collecting all kinds of 
miscellaneous objects, few, if any, of wLich he ever uses himself, 
though he takes delight in exhibiting them to visitors. Ho has 
such a rich and varied store that he could at nny time open an 
exhibition of valuable, curious, and useful articlos, whicli would 
attraet much attention if shown in London. Among them I 
noticed several splendid silvor tea and coffee sorvicos j glass and 
china scrvices of an expensive description j valuable watches 
without number j many vory valuable krisses both ancicnt and 
modtirn, and other articles of virtu that would set Wardour Street 
in a fever of excitement. 
{ Jewellery generally, and especially diamonds, aro llis particular 
passion . Of the latter he has a splendid collection, whether fo t· 
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the number of specimens it contains, or for the si~o and variety of 
the stones, whieh range from the purest water to yellow, green, and 
grey-blue or black. Tho wholo of these diamonds were found in 
Borneo. The Emperorof Siam, he told me, was anxious to buy them, 
and had sent an influential officer for tho 'purpose of negotiating 
the sale. 'rhe Sultan is in a perpetual state of negotiation with 
merohants and others for tho purchase of diamonds, and his 
passion for them has more than once involvod him in difficulties. 
One large stoue of the purest water, woighing fifty-five carats, he 
bought from the Dutch Indian Commercial Company, the 
director.;; of which gave him credit for the amount. The moncy, 
howevcr, amounting to a vory largo sum, was not forthcoming, 
and after waiting for cighwcn months they became impatient, 
and induced the Duwh Governmont to seud a war-steamer up tIle 
Mahakkam to eaforoo payment. Aftcr some little trouble the 
money was paid, but it was generally understood that rather than 
open his money-chests, the Sultan disposed of large quan.tities of 
jewellery and othcr goods to Malay merchants and others, in 
order to "raise the wind ." 

'1'he S~ltan has six or eight Chinamen on his premises, gold­
smiths by profession, who aro employed making different gold and 
silver articles for him-mostly bracelets- studded with hnndreds of 
diamonds. A few days after my arrival I saw a couple of bracelets, 
some earrings, and gold and silver tankards, which tho Chinamen 
had just finished. 

But the Sultan's time is not altogether taken up in business 
transactions of this natnre. lIe has, on the one hand, to find 
time for more serious matt-ers connected with the administration 
of his kingdom, and,' on tIle other hand, for amusement pnre and 
simple. His government is that of an absoluw, or rather, despotic 
monarchy, and the Sultan's interpretation of his" administrative 
duties" is, that he should increase his revenue by all possible 
means. He is, however, of progressivo principles, and has done 
much to make his province prosperous and contented. Chief 
among the many services he has rendered has been the suppression 
of tho slave-lraut:. In this he met with much opposition from tho 
Boegie population, tlJOugh thezpselves the victims of slavery; 
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but he has 80 far sucecodcd that it is very rarely that a slave prau 
is successfully smuggled into his dominions. 

His income-is derived from three recognized sources ; firs t, a 
duty of ton per cent. on all articles import.cd or exported ; second, 
n. monopoly of t !1C sn.lt, and opium trade; and t.hird, the produoo 
of tho coal-mines at Pclarocng and Batu l'angn1. The export 
duty is collected in a rongll and ready manner by his financial 
offioors stationed at different posts throughout the country, who 
simply take a tithe of all goods produced. Rattan is the staple 
article of trade, tho value of which is very considerable. Tho 
monopoly of the salt Ilnd opium trade is also a source of consider_ 
able profit, both these revenues being farmed out for annual 
payments. 'rhe Sultan has no great scruplo about breaking an 
agroon;lCnt made with ono contractor if lIe can afterwards get IL 

better bid from another. An iustanoo of this occurred at the 
time or my visit, when, the tendcr of one Chinaman hlL\'iug been 
duly accepted, the bargain was repudiated by the Sultan, who bad 
subsequently received an offer of better terms from nnotller 
Chinnman. The coal_mino tit Datu Pangal, already referred to, 
and ano~hor at Pelaroong, are the property of the Sulta.n, who 
employs over a hundred men, mostly convicts, l\S miners. Tho 
Dutch Government is his bes~ customer, and a very considcrable 
trado is dono at the Pelaroeng mines. Besides these recognized 
official sources of revenue,lhe Sultan receives a considerable income 
from practising the busiMSS of a. banker, or monoy.lender. Ho 
charges interest at t,ho rnto of twenty-four per cent. per annum, and 
always tak~s care to·llnvO good security. Hisgross annual income 
is generally estimated to amount to from ,')0,000 to 60,000 guilders 
(about WOOl.) per month. I onoo put the question pl1!inly to him, 
nnd he stated that theso 6gures were -not quite high enough, 
adding that when' he firs t came to the throne his income did not 
cxecod 3000 guilders (under 3001.) per month. 

Notwithstanding all these facts, his Highness is, I am sorry to 
IlIW9 to state it, defi,cient in many or these virtues which facilitato 
tho trnnsnction of oommercial business; and tend to national as 
well as ~rsonal progress and prosperity. Besides, he has_ many 
difficulties to contend wi th in the supineness of his officials, though 
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many of them loyally support him; still he is ap~ to lelLve too much ' 
to his Pangcrans. or "Raad," as he calls them, find they are his 
inferiors both intellectually and physically. 

It must not be forgotten, again, that his subjocta arc still in 
n low state of civili~ation, and it will be a work of time to raisc 
them in the scale of humanity. . 

'l'ho Sultan himself is a really well-informed mnn, and is F.lirly 
well acquainwd with tho diiToront forms of government and the 
oustoms of the different European States. In the course of con_ 
't'crsntion with roll he was \'ory fond of asking qccstions about the 
uiiToront countries of Europe, their people, induRtncs, &0., hut 
abovo all 110 dciightcd in talking about" Men of tho 'l'imcs," suoh 
as Bismarck, ~:roltkc, Garibaldi, Napoleon, and MacMahon. Of 
Ulom, liS 11'011 as of most of the erowneil heails in Europe, be had 
photographs, incluiling of courile a good stock or the. King of 
Honanil, and the newest member of the royal fllmily . Queen Emma. 
He lVas mucll interested in tllC Rusw-Tnrkish war, and I happened 
to have by me some numbers of the lllU$trated London News, anil 
Illu8/ritle ZeituIIg, giving sketches from ~ho seat of war, with 
which he was highly dcligllteil, and nndar thc iIlusb'ations ho uscd 
to write his remarks, in Arabic eharacwl'll. He knew all about 
Plevna, Osman Paeha and Skobeloff, tile CrAllr and the Sultan; but 
wllon I told him the war was over, and tho two monarchs wete 
11011' rl'iends, ho was surprisod, and could not credit that this 
should be the case, aft.cr so many of his co-religionists had baan 
killo:x1 by tllC Russians I 

" Very much rotten in the States," says :Mr. Monoy; and these 
words apply with far greater force, to compare small things with 
great, to Kootei. n is a curious fact that the Oriontal nature is not 
oompatible with financial progress, or good government generally. 
As it is with Turkey, 60 it is more or less with all Oriental­
certainly with all Mohammedan-States. 

Financial disorgani..ation is the great blot in Koetei. The 0011.1_ 
miners at PcJarocng are about the only men of tho lower order of 
8crva.ntS who are paid their wag<ls regularly; anil the Sabandars, or 
h/lrbollr.masters, are the only mon orany official rank who rceeive 
thei r saillrics when due. Neither thePangerans nor tIle Ma1l.triu 
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aro paid properly. But they not only must. li"e, but must, like the 
nobles in more civili~ed countries, keep up an appearance; and 
corruption am} ('xtortion, not to cull it robbery, are the order of 
tho .day, 'I'he result is, that ehiefs and Mantrics are being 
continun.lly disgraced aud dismissed, and replaced by others. Of 
tho numClXlUS ilOUSllhold servants of the Sultan not one is paid 
regular wages; they get food amI oiothes, and on great jdes a 
little money, but that is all. And yet the Sultan is popular. All the 
pcoplo aro obedient to him in a remarkable degroo. They come 
whon called, and work wIlen wanted. Perhaps olle reason for this 
is tIle fad that every one'can speak to his Highness at any time; 
no formal audience is required . The native simply approaches th(l 
Sultan, in such a way that lie is always nearer to the ground than 
his ruler; then, saluting with folded hauds to Ilis forehead, he sits 
down on the ground. TIJ() chiefs and Hudjis lJave tIle privilege of 
kissing the Sultan 's right Il(l.nd. This ceremony over, the conver­
sation bogins. 

The following facts may serve as an illllstration of tJIC autocratie 
authority exercised by the Sultan :-Some years ago ll is brother 
was murdered by a Boegis, who bad associated with bis wife. No 
steps were taken to punish the mau, bllt the woman was instantly 
ordered by the Sultan to bo drowned at Pulo Tangarocng, the long 
island in tho river before tIle capital, whore tho exeoution took 
place 'at once, 

Again, ono day during my stay in Koewi twe Malays stole 3(>00 
florins from a wooden chest. in which the Sultan kept his" gambling 
money." By-and-by the tllieves were oaught, and were sentenced 
to be flogged at once-fifty laslles witll a rattan each. 1'0 my great 
astonishment, the executioners wel'e the Sultan's two eldest sons, 
Pl'aboe and Sosree, who undertook the task ' in order that thero 
should b(l no fear that tllO oxecutioners would sympathize with the 
culprits and weaken the' stl'okes. When the flogging was over, 
the thieves were brougM into the palace, their hands bonnd, and 
each led hy two men; immediately after followed the two l>ange. 
rans with a numo:crOlls suite. I t was a pitiful sight· to Bee them, 
and I thought the punishment inflicted on tllem far too severe. 
Blood flowed in streams from their backs and heads, and they bad 
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to be dragged-almost carried~aloTig, being unable to walk. One 
of them died the same evening. A few days later I saw the Sultan 
go doWn in a hurry to the river, accompanied by a number of men, 
one of whom went in the water, and in a moment brought \:Ip a 
bag full of money. This was part of the stolen coin. 'I'he surviving 
thief hud confessed where he had concealed the bag: The Sultan, 
with 11- smile on his face, burried back, bag in hand, to llis palace; 
ap.d in the evoning he told me he had recovered 2500 florins of the 
stolen property, and he would not trouble himself about the rest. 
A guard, with a loaded gun, is now placed at night over the Sultan's 
treasures, an.d if he is caught asleep at his post he get-s seven days' 
imprisonment. 

The Sultan's leisure time is pretty equally divided between the 
hareem and the cock-pit. He boasts of having forty-two wives, i.e. 
four privileged wives and -thi~ty- eight concubines, the latter of 
whom be can remove at his pleasuro. The number of children 
born to him averages just two to each wife and concubine, or 
eighty_four altogether, most of whom arc still alive. These 
children are a practical commentary on un observation whioh the 
Sultan once made to me when speaking of the politics of his 
eountry,-

',' 1.fe want Koewi make big country; want plenty people." 
Like Santa Annu, the wretched Mexican President, and like 

nearly every Malay that ever breathed, he takes the greatest 
delight in cock-Sghting. Not a day passes but some important 
contest takes place on his premises. The crowd, with their cocks, 
generally begin to assemble between two and three in the after_ 
noon, and his Highness is soon on the spot closely examining the 
birds that are going ' to Sght, the owners of which bring them 
to him,_ grovelling at full length on the ground. The Sultan 
puts the spurs--curved steel hlades, tllr€e inches long, and us 
sharp as a razor-on his own birds, rubs the blade with lemon, in 
order that any wound infliowd by the combatants may smart the 
more, and does Dot scruple to show .hi8 confidence in his birds by 
betting · on thetn to any extent. Birds pitted against each other 
nnder such conditions are vcry soon !tors de combat. As soon as 
one of the eo·mbatants is declared ~ bo defeated, the executioner~ 
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a. functional"Y as necessary to n. properly conducted cock-pit as a 
time.keeper w a prir.c-fight-dccapitfttes it with llis manda,u , first, 
lIOWQV(W, allowing tl10 conqueror to give it a final coup by bitiug 
it with its beak on tIle neck or head. 

'l'ho Sultan has over sixty large fighting cocks, each of which is 
kept in a room in the Palaco under all oval wicker cage, somewhat 
rOSllmbling a lobster-pot with tho bottom taken out. Every day 
thcso birds, or such of tho rn as survive tho daily contests, arc 
taken to the r iver to be washed, being afterwards fod on maize and 
rioo. 

'1'ho lond find pertinacious crowing of the cocks in almost every 
village in Borneo, J ava, S\lmatra, Of indeed nuy of the islands of 
tho Indian Archipelago, is an expcrienoo not. likely to be for_ 
gotten by any European traveller there. Before sunrise every day 
oeo restless bird utters his long drawn out clarion cry of challenge, 
which is taken up by d07.cns, by scores, by hundreds of birds 
throughout tho village, who then continuo tho crowing o::cercisc, 
in detachments, volley firing as it were, Of singing in a. discordant 
ehorus, till sllch timo as tIle whole villago is il.'Wllke. As soon as 
the inhabitants begin to mOVe about these very undesirable neigh_ 
bours soom satisfied with the result .of their performance, and are 
silent. The effect of sleeping in close contiguity to a. select com_ 
pany of sixty of the finest, st rongest, heartiest, and gamest of the 
game cooks of Koetei mlLy be imagined. I have many a. day 
suffered severe headache as II. result of tho ccmbined inhar­
monious battle-cries of thoso birds. 

Liko most lIrohammedans, the Sult-an is very punctual in the 
performance of his religious duties. Although a Hadji he lias 
novel' performed the Mecca. journey, but has sent his representative 
to offer prayer at. the Kaba and kiss the fcot of tho Shereef' of 
)[ccea. Every year he gjves large sums of money for pilgrims to 
offor at Wo shrine of the P rophet. 

As I luwe alrcady stated, the Sultan had shortly before my 
arrivl!.l los ~ bis second son, and the mourning solemnities wero still 
uncompleted. Twice daily, at eigbt a.m. and four p.m., a largo 
proces8ion of men and women enveloped in white garments, tbe 
former carrying white flags, spenl's, shields, and other ornaments, 
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all of wllich were also covered with white calico, and the latter 
bearing rice and sirih on trays, proceeded to the grave of tlU) 

lately deceased Paugeran (Prince), to offer up their prayers and 
strew flowers and water on the grave, as a substitute for the 
rice and sirih, which should propet'ly, I believe, bo offered at the 
grave. 'I'his ceremony is perfOI'med twice a day fOr twenty-one 
Jays after the death of anyone, prince or peasant. It is repeated 
on the fortieth day, and again on evcry anniversary. 

A guard of six men keeps watch day and night ever the royal 
tomb, which is situated within the Palace enclosure. Several of 
the Sultan's wives rest there, and with them a high priest, said to 
be "positively a descendant of Mohammed." 

Next to cock_fighting, the principal amusementofthe Sultan, as 
of every one of his subjects, is gambling. Every evcning at eight 
o'clock the eovcred courtyard of the ralace is turned into a 
gaming saloon, where the peoplo congregate together, sit or 
squat on the floor, and playa game which, toan ordinary observer, 
seems to be very similar to "llCads and taiis," having all the 
(>lelUeots of chance, with the absence of any requirements of skill 
or sciencc, peculiar to that digni6ed game-so far, at least, as I am 
acquainted with its rules. Sometimes a soiled and dog's-eared 
pack of cards-generally Chinese-will take the place of the 
jingling coins, and bets are freely laid 00 the skill or luck of this 
player or that. 'rho Princes (~angerans) will associate with the 
people, and not disdain to stake their fifty dollars at a time. Even 
UlC little sons of the Sultan, barely eight years of age, and of 
course the chiltlren of persons of lower degrec, may be soen taking 
an caW'r part in tbe all_absorbing pastime, their faces aglow with 
e~citement. The Sultan himself sometimes pays a visit to this 
"llCll," and generally indulgcs in high play himself, with his 
nobles, or visitors io thcPandoppo. To do him justice,11O can 
playa very good game of chess or whist; but he ahyays prefers 
that it should be for a high stake. 

In the meantime tho Sultan's Javaneso musicians (gamallang) 
disconrse music of doubtful sweetness on tllCir primitive instru­
ments; ami occasionally his danseuse performs privately before l,im, 
dreRsed in a magni6cent sarong covcred with diamonds and banglcs, _ 
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that sparkle like the golden drops that glittered upon Danae after 
the Olympian shower. 

So tho amusement goes on all night, and till the small hours of 
the morning. One noticeable feutut"() in all these gatherings is that 
no drinking of intoxicating liquors takes place. Neither Dyak nor 
Malay is ever seen to toneh alcollolie dl·inks. Hence they do not 
artificially stimulate tIle excitement which naturally supervenes on 
high play, and quarrels arc seldom if ever w.itncsBed. Not evrn 
high words am exchanged. They play till their last cent is lost, 
and then either quietly retire, or watch the luck of others. 

But the taste for gambling in all its varieties leads to much 
dishonesty among the people, and also tends to demoralize them 
in other respects, increasing the natural love of idleness and 
dislike for labour, and leading to deception and fraud . If a 
man or boy raises a dollar---cspecially if he gets a "windfall" 
or nncxpoc~d reward-he must try his luck at gambliug. The 
taste is spreading from the Nalays to the Dyaks. l one day 
made a drawing of a Dyak lad, and. gave him a dollar as his 
"sitter's fee ;" the same evening 1 found him gambling with the 
money-he was winning, for a wondor, and wanted me to join . 
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- CHArl'ER 1 V. 

Doubl$ ~nd dolaYI_OlhL l .. \.----Up t h6 M.hakkAtn_ Mo,o dOlHlrlcl'S_A dead 10,,,,,t 
-'MOMtonou3 !f'I.\'clling-A wh ir lpool_Midnight f~,-I!indoo rom.in$­
)1_", K lintjou w-Short ",tion._ A microcepholoul boy_Co.l in pIOC " 5 of 
formation_A Ilomoo ]ondscapc.-Inu, .. ;..w with .. I),.k ltad.najo- A wa'" 
t1ance-Doetoring Ul~ Dy.h-D.,,~ p<aeIl<e. 

I !\PF.:-;:T nearly II for~lligh t in this gay yet miSCM\ble capital of 
Koctci, waiting p:!.rtly for the Sultan to make up his milld whether 
or not lIe \fouId accompany me into tho interior, and parUy for the 
completion of certain official arnmgements for my journey. As 
tho time was passing rapidly and uselessly away, I determined 
to make a preparatory trip up the Mah3kkam, to get accus­
tomed to this country, ana to endeavour to· add to my natural 
history collection. Even this could not ha dono without the 
Sultan's llGlp; and hG was ondowed witll 8uch a wonderful 
faculty for making promises and breaking thorn that I might 
hava stayed in Tallgaroellg to this day, listening to his daily 
excuses for delay, had I not threatened to return to Macassar. 

I hall cngllgcd twn Chinese servants, Tlln Bon Hijok and Tan 
Ha 'Vat , and was agreeably surprised ona day when Sariman 
camo and said tho two runaways, Ali and Sidoll, had arrived, and 
were waiting to sec me. The ellicf of the police at Macassar had 
vcry promptly arrested them, and .sent tllCm on by the next 
steamer. 

At last, aHcr much vacillation and pl'ocrastination, it . wa..<; 
defmitely nrrnngod that I should start on AugJtljt ·10th. After 
the collapso of so many promiws I WIlS somewhat. doubtful 
wllether this engagement would be kept, and it was with relief 
that I saw signs of real preparation lx!ing msdo. Tho Sultan had 
promised not only to supply me with mon, but to accompany 
me in person; but some of his cour tiers had evidently been work. 
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ing upon his fears, by doscanting on the dangers of the journey, 
and the ferocity of his "subjects" in tho hills and forests of tIle 
interior, and I doubted whether he would leavo l 'ilUgarocng. 
Still, us tho appointed day nppronchcd thcrc were indications thut 
thc august resolve to allow me to start hud been fixed . H is Higll­
ness prcscnted me with a very fine mandau (or sword), wllich he 
generally wore. 1:his mandau has scrved me as a- subject for iIlus. 
tration in describing tho natllI'O of these weapons (see Plata 18, 
Figs. 1,2, 3,4 ; and p. Ell) . He also ordered his best prau to 
be got ready, and appointed a picked crew of twonty mcn, including 
two mantries to uct as guides. This prall was a fine boat, 56ft. 
in length and 4ft. Gin. wide, the hull bciug out out -of a single 
tree, with upper bu] warks, 6 inches high, added fl'Om end to cnd ; 
aud "'ns provided with a small cabiu in tbe centre, the covering 
of which was made of sttap, and could 00 removed at will. 

Notwithstanding thcso outward and visible manifestations I 
was still doubtful about the real intentions of the Sultan. 'l'here 
had been too many requests to " wait a little," too many excuses, 
for mt) to be perfectly satisfied till the day of departure ar rived, 
and 1 found myself actually embarked . The\'e W\lS considerable 
excitement in the town as, early in the morning, I went down t o 
the river with my men to soo that all was l'OOdy for the start. 
There, in all the glory of a. new jacket and bright new silver 
buttons, were tho mantries-one of them freshly appointed, as I 
afterwards discovered, only the previous day to his high office. 
'I'hey said the Sultan would not accompany me, put assured mo 
that everything was fin ally settled for tJIC start to take place as 
soon ns I was ready. I alm6st feared to go nnd take leave of tho 
Sultan and his SOIllj; but found him quite enthusinstic. He walked 
down to the quay with the Pangerans Praooe and Sosroe to wish 
mo a. ",/aa.mat jallan "---Wli wyag.e ; and with a hearty shake of 
the hand bado me good.bye. 

With twenty stout rowers we quickly left Tangaroeng behind, 
JU'l.Ving the benefit of tho flood tide, and soon the· last traces of 
human habitation died away, leaving before us nothi llg but the 
broad expanse of river, here some thousand yards wide, lined 011 

each siue wi th forest growtll, backed by low hills in tho . distance. 
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Along the banks were frequent outcrops of coal strata, suggestive 
of a not far distant future when the river would be crowded with 
smoke-begrimed" colliers," sending forth tlleir long track of black 
smoke across the clear blue sky. • 

At sunset we reached Pulo Juboe, wher('. a sabandar or harbour_ 
master is appointed to collcet customs duties, but we were fortu_ 
nately excmpt from the ordeal of a general overhauling of our 
luggage. Here we stayed for the night, starting again early on 
the following morning j when, instead of twenty of the Sultan's 
men, only twelve mustered to their work j instead of two mantries, 
only one-he who llad been promoted but the day beforo yesterday 
-Ke Patti by name, an innocent old fool of perhaps sixty years 
of lIge, nothing but skin and bono to look at whon his insignia of 
office were removel!, very talkative fOI' a "Malay, but speaking only 
the Koetei dialect, of which I understood so little tllat I was 
obliged to get one of my men to act as interpreter. Hcre was 
a protty start I Still, my own men had not deserted, and I 
thought it better to make the best of tllO matter and go on than 
to risk the loss of more men by protesting. 

Beyond Pulo Juboe the country became dull and uninteresting. 
The excessive drought of tho prcvious year had told with terrible 
effect on the trees in the forest. ~Iany of them were dead-large 
patches at a time-stretching tlleir bare arms like so many skele­
ton~ over tho scene. Of animal lifo there lVas little to be seen. 
Occasionally a happy family of monkeys would glare at us; or a 
pair of snake darters-the boerotng dandang of the :Ualays-might 
be espied sitting on the topmost branches of a tree in an attitude 
of repose resembling tIle leLwr S. For ten hours we paddled along 
the mighty river, meeting not a single vcssel, and seeing not a 
single dwelling on SllOre. Yet the country is rich and fertile, 
and oould support a large agricultural and manufa?turing popu­
lation. 

Under such circumstances the unbroken succession of forest 
upon forest, refreshing though such a sight is to tho brick-weary 
cycs of the jaded dweller in towns, becomes after a time abso­
lutely monotonous, especially to a traveller seated "cribbed,cabincd, 
and confined" heneatll tho awning of a small canoe, with no leg-
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room, and no cotnpanion capable of exchanging an intelligcnt 
rcmark, savc in a fOI'cign tongue and tlu'ough tho iutermediation 
of an intcrpretcr. '1'owards cvoning ou tho 12tll we camo upon a 
couplo of miserable huts, where my men asked leave to cook their 
fr-ugal faro-rice with a. little dried fish, seasoned with lom/JOc/'; 
(pepper), and rested for the night. Tan Bon Hijok, whom I had 
made my mandocr, 01' headman, busied himself with cleaning his 
revolver, and asked if mine was ready. He and all my men were 
astonished to be told that it would be time enougll to look to OUI' 
arms when we came among the Dyab. They declared that tIle 
Malays living up the river wero great thievcs, with few scruples 
about spilling blood. This was nothing new, but the oft-ropeated 
statement gained force in our present surroundings. 

At fiye p.m. we arrived at Moeara Kaman, the point ofjunotion 
of the River Kaman with the Mahakkam. The tributary stream 
is very large, and flows with groat foroo, causing a great whirl­
pool, through .which it was difficult to navigate the prau without 
risk. Moeara Kaman is a Slpall village consisting of but cloven 
houses, five of which are built on raf~s (lanlings) in the riYer. 
The country all around is flat, covered with immense forests; at 
least one_third of the trees wero dead, owing to Uw drought of 
18'78, wbieh lasted here, the inhabitants told us, between eigbt 
and nino months. -Here we stayed for the night, the mantrie 
mcanwhilo arranging for a reinforcement of men for me. These 
officials aro unpaid, but can demand "statute labour" from the 
people in the villages for cultivating tbe rice-fields, building prans, 
erecting dwellings, or othel" work. 

There was littlo rest for any of us that night, for wo wcre 
secretly attacked by hosts of bloodthirsty enemies, who stole upon 
us nuawal'es-th~ terror tiJat walketh by darkness assuming tllO 

form, not of Dyak head-llunters or :Malay robbers, but of mydads 
of mosquitoes. 

Hindoo remains have been found in this village: amongst other 
things a well-executed figure of a goddess, in solid gold, woighing 
eight tbaila (314 grammes), wbieh is now in the possession of the 
Sult-an. '1'bo people were still busy searclling for further relics, 
and had come upon a number of cut stonos, probably IJolonging to 
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a tomb, similar to some inscribeu tombstones, of undoubted 
Hindoo origin, found at Sankolirang, a village on the coast, and 
now preserved 'by the Sultan at Tanga-roong. 

A fow miles further, the "Mahakkam receives a largo\' tributary. 
known as the Tolen, of which the K,aman iii really a branch channel. 
Up this our course now lay. Again the whole day' long we paddled 
up-stream without encountering a soul. Every now and then we 
paused amid the'solemn stillness to listen for the sound of voices, or 
other indications of human existence in the boundless forest. But 
no sign mot either oW' or eye, and towards sunset the prau was 
moored to an overhanging tree, and the crow landed and ,made a 
fire to cook their supper. Kc Patti said there was no settlement 
of any kind between this and Mocara Klintjouw, and that we 
could not arrive there before "Monday evening. _ Onlooking at tho 
map it seemed to me that this was a long time to tako to MlCOU't­

plish the distanco, as this was only Friday, and I told the mcn 
that if they reached llIooara Klintjouw .by Sunday afternoon I 
would give them a dollar apiece. 'fhis offer threw a somewhat 
more pleasant expression over their grim faces, and they 
answered cheerfully, "Boele; /oewan, hanc raingo SUlTIc di 
Afoeara Klinljouw" (To be suro, sir, Sunday afternoou at 
Klintjouw). 

So they were lip ,early uext morning, and pulled with a will. 
The river gradually boeame narrower and more winding. Soon 
aft.n· startiug I _ saw a proboscis monkey sitting alone on a lofty 
trc'c-~he first I had come across-its preminent and very human_ 
like noso greatly increasing tho general resemblance to the human 
form. 'l'his was, for many hOUTS, the nearest approach to humanity 
that we met: and it ivas not till past six in the evening, as it was 
rapidly getting dark, that wo came to a bamb-oo house, the sight of 
which my men hailed with delight, as thoy would be able to prepare 
their food there with littlc trouble. Like all Malays tlwy were 
la;oy, and glad ()f any epportunit~ to save themselves a little labour. 
Ofteu when we came to a hut would they beg to be permitted to 
lea\'~ off rowing an 11OUl' or two ·carlier than I wished, in order to 
save themselves tho trouble of hunting for suflieient dry wood in 
the forest to make their fires; while they would even sometimes 

• 
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lengthen their day's work in the hope of reMlhing a hut, where they 
might find a fire ready lighted for them. 

Here, two large rafts of rattan, each fifty feet long, passed us, 
quietly floating down stream towards Samarinda, which tbey 
would reach in about four or five weeks. 

The next day my crelv seemed tired of rowing, after their un­
llsual exertions of the two previous days, and as the banks just 
bere were comparatively free from trees they adopted the expe­
dient of making two stout ropes of rattan, which they fastened to 
the boat, while tbree of the crew took it in turns to go ashore 
and tow. 

We passed a small tributary-the Moeara Sui-on the right 
bank of the TeMn, across the mouth of which was slung a linc of 
rattan. This my guide told me was a sign that the natives were 
forbidden to cut rattan in that river, which was reserved for the 
Sultan's usc. 

At sunsct we arrived at tIle confluence of tIle ~Iocara Klintjouw 
with the Telen, where the village of the same name, sometimes 
called Moeara 'l'jaloeng, is situated. 

This village is surrounded by tIle best cultivated district I have 
seen in any part of the interior. The natives-all Malays-farm 
cocoa-nuts, pisangs, maize, and rice. 

The settlement has historical associations. Here it was that the 
l'angeran Pandjic, brother of the then Sultan, lived in exile for 
many years. He had been condemned to death ill 1846, for having 
committed adultery with one of tho Sultan's wive.~, but escaped to 
Tjaloeng, and remained there till pardoned. 

According to Von Dewall, the people of this village have adopted 
some of the superstitious customs of tlle Dyaks, such as recourse 
to" balians," I or sorcerers, in the case of sickness. 'flle witch, 01' 

sorceress, dances round the sick person till she falls down exhausted, 
and then prays to her Deelua (God), and is inspired with the knon-­
Jedge of the manner in which the disease is to be treated, and 
prescribes accordingly. 

As soon as the prau was made fast to a kind of rude pier in 
.front of the mantrie's house, K6 Patti and his men went ashore 

, See p. 219. 
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and had a." bitchara" with the mantrie. My llcadman and I soon 
followed, but the landing was by no means easy; the pier, 01' 

lMding_place, consisted simply of. the trunk of II. treo, not a foot 
wide, with the upper side roughly squared olI', and with thirty.one 

• 
notches cut into it wh"ich did duty for steps j ono oud reswd on 
the bank and tho other in tll0 muddy river_bed: nothing in the 
shape of a handrail existod to guido a stranger's doubtful steps. 

Boyond this again WOi'(l two immense trees, placed end to cnd, 
leading directly to thl,l ladder at the entrance to tho house. Ke 
Patti introduced me to the mantrie and the people prescnt, saying 
1)0 11Sd the Sultan's orders that overy assistance should be rendered 
mo; that I had como as a friend of the Sultan, to aell the country, 
collect all sorts of animals, and make drawings of the Dyaks. The 
idea of nny sane man coming so far for such a purpose amused 
them highly, and somebody suggested that I was a spy, come to 
spy out, not" the nakedncSlI of the land," but its wealth. But 
K6 Patti reassured them on that point, and the judicious distribu_ 
tion of a fe w presents aet their minds at rest as to my good 
intontions. 

K6 Patti then ordered ten fresh men to be rendy to start with 
me on Tuesday morning, and we set about proollring provisions. 
T hese wore not easily obtained. My mandocr and I wcnt from 
house to house trying to buy fowls, eggs, lombook, and dried fish, 
but had the greatest difficulty in purchasing a felY fowls and a 
little lomhock. The wllole attention of the people seemed to be 
do,·otOO. to agriculture. My mcn wore grumbling at getting no 
fish, when I saw a small sampang coming down the stream, and 
signalled to the oceupunts that I wanted to buy their fish. They 
shook tbeir heads, answering " Nda, ndn," but the offer of a 
quantity of tobacco was too tempting, and tlley gladly gave their 
fish in exchange. 

While passing fro m bOU80 to 1l01l5e with Ke Patti I saw a 
microcephalous bOY-Q,ffenmelUich, as Carl Yogt would call him. He 
IYI\S standing in the corner of a room, making a continuous humming 
noise, "lIh-uh-nb," staring at me, and appal·on tly somewhat 
afraid of mc. But K6 Patti took him in his anns Md nursed him, 
Ij() that I had a good opportunity of examining him. Ho \Vas 
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apparently between six and eight yo:ars of age, with a small 
oval face, and the t.op part of tlle head very much flattened and 
shallow. His head was twisted to the right, and his throat entirely 
on the right side. He kept gazing at me, and blinking l>is oyes 
aa though theJight was too strong for him. lie could net speak , 
hut occasionally uttered a sound like a grunt, and now and then 
gave a frantic laugh . In all other respects his body was well 
fanned; but when Ke Patti put him down, he would eilher crawl 
on all-fours, or walk with his fcct vcry far apart, waddling like a 
duck, with his elbolVs stuck out, and his arms half bent. 

On tIle morning of August 19th I left Klintjouw with a crew of 
eighteen men, who made rapid progress against the stream, which. 
was now gradually lessening in volume and velocity; and at seven 
in the evening we reached the kampong. or village, of Binjau. 
Habitations now became more frequent, and Ke Patti amused me 
very muoh by representing every house on the way up as belonging 
to either a. son, a. brother, a. sister, or other relative of his. Indi­
cations of coal were plainly visible at maDy places on the banks 
of the river. Indeed the process of coal formation was even then 
being carried on-masses of decayed leaves, broken branches, 
grasses,and undergrowth, several feet in tl>ickncss, had collected 
together, and were being compacted by the heavy rains, and 
gradually covered by alluvial ileposits. Enormous trees, with 
massive straight stems, rising six~y or eighty feet from the ground 
before throwing out a. single branch, overshadowed the rank 
vegetation beneath, the thickness of which rendered it impossible 
to pen('trate into the forest more than a few yards from the river_ 
side. Innumerable orchids covered many of the trees, those t·hat 
were dead looking at the distance like so many birds' or wasps' 
nests. Every tree in the forest was linked to its neighbour by 
fairy chains of festooned creepers, on which, now and again , might 
be seen a monkey swaying to and fro. I belicye I should be wi~hin 
the truth in saying that a monkey might pass from one enil of 
Borneo to the other without once touching the ground, along the 
branches of the trees and the creepers that hang between them. 

Still the scenery could not be called really beautifuL 'l'hough 
~he harmony of colout· in the forest leaves, and the gTacdul shape , 
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of Inany single plants or groups of trees, form II series of pretty 
pictures, tho landscape is not striking. T here is DoUling that tho 
Germans would call gr08$artig or 1Cun@rsch(in; nothing that ap­
proaches the idea of grandeur. Nowhere in tho East Indies did 
I sec 8uch rom!l.ntic spots as are to be found in Norway and 
Sweden, or even in wild, rocky Laplund. \vltat the landscapes 
seem to lack is foreground . The background is pretty enough, 
consisting generally of low hills, to which distance lends that soft 
depth of tone which only dense wood can give, but there is 
no variety of incident, no striking chal'uc!.cr, in the immediate 
foreground . 

1 only stayed at Rinjau to sleep, being anxious to reach Dyak 
colmtry. The first Dyak village is at Melan, about two hours by 
water above Binjau, where a tribo of lIfodang Dyaka has esta­
blished itself. Rajah Dind&, the most powerful Dyak chief in the 
terri lory of the Sultan of Koetei , llas allouse here, and, aeoompanied 
by Kii Patti and my mandoer, I landed j;¢ see if by any chance the 
Rajah, whose principal residence is at Long Wai, might be on a 
visit IlCl'o. Tho" road" to the house was betto)' nilapted for a rope­
dancer than for nn ordinary tral'oller. Across tho muddy bench 
was a small tree, in which a dm-;cn irregular stops were cut, similar 
to tllat at Moeara Tjalocng. At tho cnd of this again was the 
trunk of e. 10l1g tree, with tllO bark I'Cmoved, but in the rough, 
which was v"ry slippery, as it was raining at Ule t ime. Luckily 
I had no boo~ on, and so wns ablc lo t1.coomplish tltis" middlo 
passage" in safety. Then again came a Dynk ladder-a plank 
with nowhes for steps--almost upright, wllich led to a platform 
under the house. Arrived here, I sent word tlmt I would speak to 
the Rajah, 01' to tho Radenajo, if her husband wcrc not there. 
Still anotllOr laddel' had to be ascended, when I was ushored inw 
the presenco of II tall pluin-looking womall, of IIbolit thirty_fil'o 
years of age, sitting in a comoror tho room, arrayo.d in II blue_and_ 
red striped jacket , \Vith a blue sarong. From hel' cars, the lobes of 
wbich, aecordin~ to the Dyak standard of beauty, were elongated 
and aplit to form a long fleshy loop, hung two pairs of weighty 
silver rings, st retching the ears till they reached an inch below 
the level of the chio. In boles in tbe upper pal't of the ears were 
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fastened !.assels made of co~tOIi wool. The hands, lingers, a rms. 
and a nkles were all tattooed in plain bands of blue. Asking me to 
be seated on her best mat-a piece of English carpet which she 
had brought out for the occa~ion-sLe placed before me a magnifi­
cent gold sirih box, of :h1alay workmansllip; but 1 gaye her to 
underst-and that I preferred a cigarette, and lighted one of native 
mako. 'f he Radenajo could speak but half a dozen words in 
Malay, but she at once utilized her limited knowledge by asking for 
obllt (medicine). Kc Patti inquired what hor ailment was, when 
she complained first of asthma, then of rhel\maeism, and finally 
pointed to her throat, as a sign that sho was sufforing from a won 
-that complaint so oommon among tho womon of Borneo. 

I regretwd that for none of these disorders hsd I a proper 
remedy, but I took tho opportunity of presenting to her an em­
broidered silk scarE and a few strings of beads, with Ivhich sho 
was mnch plcased, promising to g ive mo in roturn three fowls. 
'l'he room soon becamo li lled with womcn and children, and a few 
old mcn-the young men being all at .work. l'hey manifested tho 
greatest curiosity to soo tho" white man," and I was as much an 
object of interest to them as they were to mo. They did not 
show tho slightest fear or jealonsy of my prosenoo; and when I 
gave to the crowd of naked, staring, half_bogging children who 
surrounded me a number of indiarubber air-balls, with a whist lo 
attached, showing them how to blow them out., aod when they heard 
the whistle sonnd as the balls gradllRlly diminished in bulk, their 
dclight knew no bounds. 

K6 Patti' s ubiquitous relations were to be founl1 eVl'n here. He 
pointed out to me a yonng Malay in the room, saying , Saja poenja 
anak (this is my child). I laughed, which annoyed him; when he 
added, Anak bet(ld (really my child), explaining that be was here 
on \l t rsding journey to buy rattans from tho Dyaks. 

Finding that Rajah Dinda was not here, I was anxious to get on 
to LongWai, and hastened away from }orelan, stopping at Longna, 
to make a passing call on Rajah Sinen, DindR's brother. Hero I 
WitS treated to a private rehearsal of It" war-dance," performed at 
the Rajah's reqll.cst for my especial benefit. 'l'his terpsichoreall 
oxercise consisted of a aedes of lond stampings of the feet, ae· 
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companied by quick ol'ios, nno throatening attitudes with mandan 
lind shidd. 1I1e.'l.llwhilo Ruother Dyak was fiddling away roost. 
vigorously on a two-stringed instrument, a sort of cross between 
A. banjo and a violin. H was roughly carved out of a single pie<:o 
of wood, the back being hollow and o~n . The' atrings, which 
woro made of thin bamboo threads, were played' by the lingers, 
not with a bow . .After some bargaining I succeeded in pur. 
chasing tho fi ddle for 10 flonns, and it is figured on Plate 19, 
Fig. ]. 

On iCllvil)g Rajah Sinn!l, I was invited to enter II. house where a 
pyak lay in a coruer, groaning loudly, and apparently very ill. The 
place was full of women and children, who tried to hide themselves 
behind their cIders.. On my asking what was the matter, tbe in­
Vll lid replied in Malay that about a week 1\0"'0 he had fallen from a 
tree from a hcight of sarno twcnty feet, and hnd injured himself 
internally. '1'he women had given him some obat, and applied 
hot poultioos of minced herbs, but all wi thout avail, and 'vere 
going to have recourse to pomaU, or incantation, to drive the evil 
spirit away, when they heard the white man had arrivcd, and so they 
applied to me for relief, asking for mcdicino, which thoy offered to 
pay for. My Chincsc head servant reminded me that. if the llllln 
was really dying-and it looked like it.-and my medicine did not 
cure. him, his death would bo attributed to me, and not. to natural 
causes; that I ~hould be looked upon with suspicion, and the con­
sequence!! migllt be very serious. I found on inquiry that all the 
man really wanted was ~om6 aperient medicine, and offered to 
give some obat, but took the precaution of saying that he must. 
take it Rt his own l'i5k. The women made ominous murmurs 
on hearing my remarks translated to them ; but the sick man, 
who was evidently suifering great agony, said he would gladly 
t ry my obat. So I went over to the prau, and looked at 
my stock of drugs. I had castor oil and pills;. but these, I 
thought, would not be 8ufficiently rapid in their effects to make 
flny impression on the sceptical minds of the people ; so I ad­
ministered two table-spoonfuls of t:ali C4rbonicum in water, which, 
notwith5tanding !l(lvcral wry faces at it.<! unpleasant flavour, the 
patient took to the last drop. An hour or so afterwards I found 
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myself surrounded by a crowd of mou, women, and children, all of 
whom had suddenly discovered that they were dangerously ill, 
suffering terrible pains in the stomach. My cali carbonicum had 
had t,he desired effect. I was immediately regardcd as a hero, a 
miracle-worke:t:, by the hitherto suspicious Dyaks, and nothing 
would do hut I must supply them all with unlimited quantities of 
ohat; 

• 

• 

• 
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CHAPl'hlR V. 

Dj"nk 8m,. .. - The CorgI .kull- Disapl"""''''''' of Kol l 'ntti- An alarm- A .... il from 
the Hajah'. moUIOr-Taking l ' ,end, lca"c-:Bitkn by • erocodile-Wild men 
of t he wooJs_ Reernil.ing fvr hu"w ... -A beautiful bird_All imposkr_ 
In trusive vi~itol"il--Deooriplio" of Long Wai_A Dyak dictionary _ A hc",uiMn 
R.~j"h-An amorous watrior- J oint MptiVOI! of Mars and Cupid-Tho lliIjah'g 
w""ith-Family CIll'Ol!--Sketching hi. wife'. roo\.-Tho rnanufn.cture of earring>!.. 

So far, then, my relations with these terriblo savages had been 
satisfactory. I looked anxiously for proof of their head_hunting 
practices, but saw no skulls ornamenting any of the houses. The 
Sultan forbids head. hunting in his territory; but Xc Patti assured 
me tllat the people were bound by their adat (custom) to get heads 
on certain important occasions in their lives, is before marriage, 
&c" and that they consequently made inroads/ into neighbouring 
territories beyond the Sultan'gjurisdietion . 

At nine p.m. we arrived at another Modang settlement, called 
Long Dingen, where we stayed for the night. Next day (August 21) 
we left at sunrise, and were soou on Dyak territory proper, 
Along the bank of the river were long bamboo poles, some fifteen 
feet high, stuck into the ground and ornamented with a few strips 
of red, blue, and white calico. These served the' purpose of tomb­
stones, marking the spots wbere dead Dyaks lay. Besides tbese 
ordinary gl'aves, there were, in the neighhourhood of Long Des§., 
elaborate structures raised on posts eight or ten feet high, in 
which the bodies of deceased warriors were deposited. And 
soon af!.crwards I had the doubtful pleasure of seeing the first 
human trophy which had come under my observation, in the shape 
of a skull, b1caelled and wcather-benten, stuck on a. brnnch of a 
high tree. This, Ke Patti told me, was the head of one of the 
enemies of the tribe-a sort of publio, as distinguislled from a 

• 





Kt Patti Missing-. 57 
• 

privat-e or personal, trophy- tflken, no doubt., in war in tempo dodo 
(times gone by). 

Shortly before ten in the morning we reached Long ,'rai, 
tho capital town of the most poweriu] Dyak tribe in Koet-ei, and 
{itb , ' ~id(lnco Qf tho great Rfljah Dinda. HOI"e, as at Melan and 
Dong,Hi, tho landing-place or piet· Jay opposite the Rajah's housc. 
WIl(·., we had made tho prau fast to this primitivo structure, K6 
Pal t; said it would be better for me to romain on board, while he 
went .Ishore to ask pcrmission for mo to land and take up my 
temporary abodo in tho village. Besides, he said, he must go and 
find a house, although he had told me beforehand that he had a 
good house here, This, however, was but anothor oxample of the 
amiable weakness of my good old guide, wbo seemed to be possessed 
of a more than usually large share of the" lying spiri t " which lies so 
light on the oonsoienees of Malays in gcneral. Before landing, the 
old diplomatist arrayed himself in a pair of black cloth trousers, 
aad a white linen jackct with silver buttons boaring the Sultan's 
initials, and madc himself look quite gcntil. I had been so 
axustomed to seeing him in his dirty print suits that I hardly 
knew bim as he stepped carefully, yet confidcntly, along the naITOW 
gangway, and up tbe steep ladders oonnecting the low-lying muddy 
foreshore with the main bank on which the houses were built, 
which lay from fifteen to twenty feet higher. One false step, oh 
K6 Patti, and the glory of your newly_donned suit would be 
dimmed in the mud beneath! 

Hours passed, and still no tall figure, arrayed in black unmen­
tionables and white silver-buttoned jacket, could be seen trusting 
itself to the frail structure which was the only link between the 
floa.ting habitation from which it had lately emerged, and the, to 
me, unknown w~rld, into which I had watched it pass. Could Ke 
Patti bave lost his bead"as well as bis clothes and siivor buttons, 
among these savages? Had Rajah Dinda, or one of his wives, 
given the order, onell so familiar in fictioTl, if not in fact, among 
more civilized rulers, "Off with his head! "? I began to be im­
patient; my men wel'e anxious; and the two Chinamen wel'e 
afraid. We scanncd the habitations on shore most carefully, All 
the holes whicll did duty for windows were filled with faces, mostly 
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of women and children, whose eyes seemed to be fixed on us in one 
concentrated stare. Not a soul could we sec on the beach or in 
what may be called the streets. Presently gongs and drums began 
to be sounded, in response to which the Dyab who were at work 
in the fields and forests came in twos and threes to the town. 
Then, on the river, pr:;.u after prau, filled with al'IIled men, suddenly 
appeared, all making towards us, some from above, some from 
below. Some fifteen vessels bOl'C down in succession upon us. 
The men buded and filed in a long string across the narrow foot­
bridg.e, and joined their comrades a~hore . Those who had been 
indoors now camo out, and the whole beach was soon crowded 
with armed natives. 'l'hore was an abSence of excitement, a 
method of orderliness about them, which was ominous of some­
thing serious. 'I' here was no shouting or loud talking that could 
be heard, but 11igh above the hum of voices on shore resounded 
the barking of numbers of dogs, who evidently knew that some­
thing unusual was happening. 

Presently some of the assembled multitude went up to Rajah 
Dinda's house for a "bitchara;" and, as all this time I could see 
nothing of Kii Patti, I fdt the responsibility lay upon me to do 
sometbing to aseertain what had become of him. More than half 
the day bad gone, and I did not like the prospect of passing the 
night in the neighbourhood of what appeared to be a hornet's nest, 
without knowing something of the inten tions of the occupants of 
the nest. So I sent a messeuger ashere, ordering him to approach 
carefuJiy, und to make every possible sign of friendship, without 
appearing too submissive. I watehcdhis pl·ogress across the landing_ 
pJace with some anxiety, and was relieved to find that a passage was 
made for him througll the crowd to tbe Ra.jah's house. Presently 
nothing less than the unmistakable black trousers and wbite 
jacket were seen slowly deseending the ladder. After all, old K6 
Patti bad lost neither his head nor hig buttons. He came with a­
long story about the difficulty he had had in endeavouring to over­
come the scruples of the women of the palaC€; the Rajah and his 
brother Sinen were both away, and I could not be permitted to 
la.nd till one or ot.her of them returned, some days hence. 

I toek time to consider what I .should do; meanwhile the aspect 
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of a.ffa irs on shore underwent lit tle change, unW, a.bont four 
o'clock, a procession headed by a woman, escorted by two chiefs, 
approached my prau. This K6 Patti said was Dinda's mother. I 
immediately offered to recoive her and the two clliefs in my cabin, 
while her ft'mnle attendants took thei r places alongside in praus, 
changing places from time to time so tha~ they could poop by turns 
into my cabin. 

'I'he Rajah's mother was a tall masculine-looking dame, probably 
over sixty years of age, but still showing signs of former beauty j 
for many of the Dyaks ha.ve, notwithstanding their high cheek. 
bones and broad noaos, a type of face which is quito in accordance 
with European ideas of beauty. 'raking a st'at on tho .floor of the 
cahin she scrutinized every ohject, turning her eyes in all directions. 
Guns, a nickel_cased clock, a folding chair, cooking urensils­
all attracted her attention ill tUl·n. NotJling seemed to escape her 
curious gaze; but as eaoh object caught hcr eye she turned to me 
with an inquiring look, and the words" Mau liat 1" (Permit to look) 
one of the few "hlalay cxpl·essions with which abo was acqllainted. 
Tho sigM of my mandau scorned to reassure hor. From the length 
of the hair tufts and the numbor of bead oroaments hanging from 
the shcath, she rightly judged that it belonged to thc Sultan. I 
made her understand i ~ was" present to me from lWwan .A.djl, as 
the Dyaks all over Koctci call bis Highness. 

I offered ber a cup of cocoa and milk and some biscuits ; but 
she doolined the former, though appreciating the tempting_look. 
ing mixed biscuits, still as crisp as if fresh from HunUeyand 
Palmer's factory. 

Prosently an awkward pRllse occurred. Sho somehow avoided 
speaking to Ke Patti, and her stock of Malay was exhausted, while 
I could not ma~e any attempt to speak in tho Dyak tongue. So I 
tbought to improve tbe .occa6ion by opening ono or my boxes, and 
offering tJle old lady a couple of silk scarves, and. a few strings' 
of red and yellow glass bOlloda. Her faeo suddenly assumed a 
bland ell"pression, a slight smile broke from her lips, and with a 
few neds of the hood, and a muttered" h'm h'm" she suddenly 
rOBe to leave. 

Still I bad no permission to land. In ·the abruptness of the 
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departure of my visitor, KJ Patti lost t.he opportllnity of asking 
leal'e to go ashore ; and I saw the Plooccssion return as it had 
come, leaving me nono the wiso), as to the intentions of the people 
regardiog my landing. 

After allowing a decent interval to clap3c' after the departure of 
my distinguished guest-or was she my hostess ?-r determined to 
take French leave, and, bidding the rest of my erclI' stay on board 
and guard my property, took my two Chinamen on shore with me. 
My white face, and their yellow skin and pigtails, on which the 
wondering gaze of the natives had been fixed from a distance, 
proved irresistibly attractive as we drew nearer. I found it some­
what easier Ulan I had expected to reach /8!'J'a fil"flUl.> after my 
recent eXlxll'ience in crossing and recrossing the native landing 
stagcs, especially as the ladder leading to Rajah Dindn's house was 
providcd with 1\ light bamboo handrail. By the t ime I had reached 
dry land, followed by my Celestial companions, the crowd had 
concentratcd itsclf round tIle entrance to the Rajah's houso. I 
went stl'aigllt to the docr, and enwred thc apartment sot apart 
for the men, giving thorn to undorstand that if I could not 
obtain a small house for my own use I must share their quarters 
with them. And, as it was noll' rapidly getting dusk, I asked them, 
aesuming a half air of authority, if they would go and help my men 
carry my baggage up from_ the prau, promising them some tobacco 
when the work was cver. Much to my satisfaction, they gave a 
ready responso in tho affirmative, and volunteered almost to a man 
to earn tho coveted guerdon of tobacco. While they wero gone I 
had tbe opportunity of examining my surroundings. The room 
was but fourteen or fifteen feet long, with a bamboo fioor, irregularly 
laid, with crevices of from half an inch to tbree inch08 between each 
cane. These interstices affordcd aTopIc ventilation, aod a convenient 
means of getting rid of dust and dirt; but at the same time they 
-gave frce scope for the entry of foul smells, of whioh thoro was no 
lack, especially as in addition to those cracks there wore several 
large llOles left in the floor for the purpose of casting down all refuse 
on to tIle platform beneath, and of these facilities the inhabitants 
llad availed themselves only too freely . In one corner of the room 
was a young Dyak, whese lcg was terrihly swollen, and pierced 
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with half a dozen larg'" holes-the result of a bite from a crocodile, 
by which he had been attacked about a month previously whilo 
bathing. '1'he smell from the ulccration of the wounds was so 
exceedingly offensive that I lost no timo in getting the pOOl' follow 
carried to anoth",r house. 

Some of the Tn",n soon set to work to split a quantity of bamboo, 
for the pnrpose of making a. partition to divide the room into two. 

Among the occupants of the place wore some dozen men, who, I 
could se", at a glance, belonged to an entirdy differcnt tribe. Thcir 
skin was somewhatfair",r than that of th", other Dyaks, and thei!­
features were of a. diff",rcnt cast, with an obliqueness of the eye and 
a coarseness in the hair, which gave them some resemblance to the 
Mongolian typ"'. Theil' headdress and IjaU!at or waist-cloth, instead 
of being mad", of cotton, were of a. brown material made from bark, 
somewhat resembling tappa. They spoko a di!ferent language, too, 
from the others. On inquiry I was told that they were members of 
the tribe or race known as "Orang Poonan," or Forest People-a 
community dwelling in the forcst, always in the open ail', exccpt 
when the men came on a visit to Long WaL The women of the 
tribe had novel' been seen at Long 1Vai, and ncvcr left their llOmcs 
in the depth of the forest. The mcn wcre on a. visit to Rajah Dinda, 
with whom they were on terms of fricndship; and they had to share 
with the other Dyaks tho back portion oj' the large room in wllich I 
was, while I and my men werc to occupy the improviscd ·chamber 
facing the river. "Adversity makes us acquainted with strango 
bedfellows," says the proverb; and, if in this case I had no eauso 
to complain of ill_luck generally, I had somo reason to question 
the fortuno which had doomed mo to slC€p in close proximity to 
such wild men of the woods as these. 

I had often heard of tho Orang PooUfm, and of their alleged 
ferocity, and the. stato of utter savugedom in which they lived; und, 
though I had hoped to ,be able to see them in the course of my". 
journey, I little expected to havc been confrontcd with them so 
early. I was comforted, however, with thc reflection that they 
were in Rajah Dinda's confidence, and that I was still in territory 
nominally, at least, subject to the authority of Koetei; in this way 
I calmed my own apprehensions as philosophically as I could; but 

• 
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I had morll difficulty in assuring my followers, and especially the 
two Chinese, that they would find their heads and pigtails quite 
safe in the morning. . 

Nothing, in fad, happened to disturb our night's rest; and next 
day I made overtures to these Forest People, speaking to them 
through an interpreter, and was surprised to fibd that they seemed 
to possess equal, if not superior, intelligence to their neighboul's. 
They seemed willing to oblige, and I easily induced them, by pro­
mises of beads and tobacco, to undel"take to go into tho forost daily, 
collecting animals, birds, and insects for me. They shook the;!' 
heads at the mention of birds, saying that in consequence of the 
failure of the wild fruit crop, through the drought, the birds had 
died in great numbers, and were very scarce. 

r laid out before their admiring eyes my whole stock of mer­
chandise-beads of various colours, buttons of brass, silver, or 
glass, ribbon edged with gold lace, small knives, shilling razors, 
toy balloons, Japancse knives, gay-coloured prints, and above all 
a good stock of strong Java tobacco, and finally money. The 
cash they allOwed no appreciation of; but for all the o~her articles, 
with the partial exception of the beads, which were unfortunately 
not all of .the proper pattern to suit the Dyak taste, thoy found 
some strange use. 'fhe large glass beads they would stick in the 
holes in thcir ears; the ribbon was used for making ornaments of 
various kinds; the prints were also nseful, while the wllistling 
balloons excited universal delight. 

'fhe Orang Poonan, with their dogs at their heels, would start 
every morning at sunrise on their collecting trips, with a leUt 
(bag) on their backs, their quiver of poisoned arrows hung at 
their left siue, tlleir blowing-tube iII one hand, and a padule in the 
other. No Dyak, either man or woman, ever goes out withont a 
paddle, which is to a Dyak what a walking_stick or an umbrella is 

'to an Englishman, only even more indispensable.. Arriveu at the 
riverside they would always hathe before embarking in th",i, ' 
prans, but never partook of any food before starting, I also 
made several oxcursions up some small creeks, starting at day_ 
light and returning at noon. I was generally accompanied either 
by some of the Orang Poonan or by the Modang Dyaks, who 
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all seemed anxIous to help me, and would go ashoro and pene­
trate into the dense bamboo thickets whenever they heard the 
note of a bird. The result was, hOlYovor, on the wholc, poor; 
and it gencrally ended in hearing thc birds only, and not in secing 
them. The foliage was so thick that it was impos~ible to see 
more than a few feet, and if a bi\·d wa.~ shot there was little chance 
of recovering it. One atT,crDoon, however, when I was staying 
" at home," suffering from an attack of feyer, a Poonan brought 
me a beautiilt! bird, the sight of which was so gratifying that I 
forgot all about my illness, and madc a skctch of it and skinned it. 
It was a. species of flycatchcr; the body and t.ail wcrc white-a 
very unusual colour for tho tropics-the tail and wings edged 
with black, as if in mourning; thc head ana throat of a dark blue 
metallic lustre; the eyes dark brown, and encircled by a baud of 
naked wrinkled skin, which, like the beak, was of a sky-bhio 
colour. The most striking feature was the tail, the two middle 
feathers of which were of extraordinary length. The Poonans 
and Dyaks all assured me it was a very rare bird; I aft.crwards 
found it was common in Bali and Malacca. 

Tan Bon, whom I had engaged for sixty florins a. month, with 
an advance of three months' wages, wJ\ieh ho asked under the 
pretence that he understood the skinning and preparing of birds, 
proved an 11ttor impostor. Ho had not the least idea where or 
how to bcgin ; but the birds brought to me were unfortunatdy 
mostly common, and ·1 could therefore afford to let him have a 
number of them to practise upon, so that hc eventually became 
more efficient. Chinamen, as a rule, are handy and skilful at this 
work, and my ill.luck in getting ono so unskilled as 1.'an Bon was 
all the more annoying. The Dyaks and Poonans used to watch 
us with great interest, and were sorely pu~zled to know of what 
use tho skins could .b~ . I explained that the white mOll were 
anxious to see what kinds of birds there were in Koet.ei, and 
whether they wore the same as those in the adjoining islands ; 
and, as they got more at case, and saw that I was in earnest 
in what. I said, they displayed considerable interest in my 
operations. 

At times their curiosity was excited to an inconvenient pitch . 
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'rhe women at first used, nt the most, to peep into my room when 
they thought I was not looking, and would run away when I wout 
towards them or spoke. By degrccs, however, they got holder, 
and neither children nor women showed tile slightest hesitation in 
asking for" presents." One wanted beads, ano~her cloth, and a 
third buttons; sometimes offering in exchange fowls, fish, or fruit . 
But they tried to drive most terribly hard bargains, and would 
consult with each other whether what I offered them was equiva-­
lent in value to their OWli goous, even in some cases coming back, 
after making a bargain, and asking for their fruits and fowls to be 
returned. 

'I'he Poonans, findiog their daily excursions into the forest did 
not produce any valuable result-s, offered to go on a week's 
expedition, and return with all the specimens they could collect. 
J n the meantime my two Chinamen got on the sick-list-one with 
fever and the other with dysent.ory, ~nd wet:e soon followed by 
Sariman and Labun. My time was prctty fLIlly occupied in 
seeing that they were properly attended to, and iu improving my 
acquaintance with the village of Long Wai and its inhabitants. 

The village of Long Wai is th6 largest },fodang Dyak settle_ 
meut I have seen in Koetei, and the tribe inhubiting it has the 
reputation of being the most powerful. 'J'hough th6 Rajah pays a 
yearly trihute to the Sultun, he docs not allow himself and his 
people to be trampled upon by his Malay sU3erain and his Pan­
gerans; and, tllough on perfectly good t6rms with him, he does 
not always uisplay the most implicit obeuienC6 to his orders. 

Thc population of Long Wai is over 1000. The people are of 
superior builu anu physique to tho other tribes in Koetei, and 
belong to what may be called the rich Dyaks. 

The houses are built in the ordinary stylo of Dyak architecture, I 
mounted on poJes, and connectcd with each other by boards laid 
on posts a foot or two from tIle ground, forming a regular labyrirt~h 
of wooden roads or platforms. This , does not appear to have 
been the case when Von DewalllVas in Long Wai in 1849, as he 
says, "'l'herc exists no mutual commuuication; each house has its 
own ladder;" though later on be writes, " By means of wooden 

'Soe p. 195. 
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planks one cun come from one house to Rnotiler,"-a qualification, 
if not a contracliction, of the former st-at-ement. 

For the first few days of my stay here I found it rather diffioult 
to converse with the people, as Kc Patti was often away oulti­
vating a rice patoh a short distanoe from the village, aud there 
was only one·Dyak in the place who could speak lUore than a few 
words of Malay. However, I succeeded in making myself under­
stood by signs and ejaculations, and occupicd myself in making a 
short vocabulary of Dyak words, whioh proved very useful. This 
will be found in the Appendix. It will be observed the languago 
has the peculiarity that it possesses no R. 

I n about a week, however, Rajah Dinda and his brother Sinell 
returned home, and received me very kindly when I called to see 
them immediately after their arrival. They both spoke Malay, 
and I was able to converse pretty freely with them. 

Rajah Dinda is a powerfully-built man, standiug 5ft. 9in., very 
muscular, and with limbs of Herculean dimensions. His face is 
rather smaJl, with delicate featu res, giving him a feminine appear­
(moe, whioh the total abscnco of beard incroascs, and which contrasts 
strangely with the vigour of his prodigious frame . He is descended 
from an old dynasty whi"eh has hcld authority in Long Wai from 
tempo doelo (oldcn times), as the Malays say of anything that dates 
b~ck more ~han two gtmcratiolls. 
( TIe has a quiet and i"UthG· hesitating manner in conversation, 
which suggests the idea that he is anxious tc conceal something; 
but, from -my experieneo, I believe him to bo fairly straightfofwai'd, 
and as good as his word. I never saw him excited, but always 
dignified, thougb g~nial, in his bearing. This is. no doubt partly 
attributable to his sensc of power, whilo at the same time it 
on]lanoes the respect with whioh he is regarded by his people and 
neighbours. 

Dinda. has been conv;erted, nominally, to Mohammedanism, chiefly 
through the influonco of the Sultan of Koetei. But his conversion 
was, I believe,. rather a matter of personal oonvenience or gratifi~ 
cation, than of conviotion. He had, at the time of my visit, five 
wives, fonr of whom wero almost as tall and muscularly built as 
himself. He gained the affection of two of his wivcs while on a , 
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head-bunting excursion at Long Waholl, during which he boasts of 
having killed five Dyaks Witll 11is own hand, and from which he 
returned bearing in triumph, in addition to his spoils of war, two 
tall yonng girls, WllO bad admired his courage and fallen easy victims 

• 
to the shafts of Cupid, and allowed themselves to be brought to 

• Long Wai, the joint captives of Love and War 1 Perhaps the re-
puted. wealth of the Rajah had something to do with the willingness 
with which these muscular damsels submitted to be taken prisoners. 
Dinda is said to have 50,000 guilders in hard cash, besides quan_ 
titieS of gold dust, and much wealth in the shape of sacred jars 
(gudji blanga), stores of merchandise, and other property. The 
Rajah has no Civil List from which hc draws his wealth; it is all 
acquired by trade, n.nd by the results of the lahom" of his people, 
who are obliged to render certain services, sucb as attending to 
agricultural duties on his private reserves, building houses or 
praus, &c. 

Rajall Dinda seemed very proud of bis children, of whom he had 
a numerous and increasing family. Almost every day at noon he 
weuld tako llis youngest daughter, a fair and really beautiful 
infant, into the river, und give her u bath, while a Dyak girl held 
an umbrella over her head as 110 protection from tbe sun. Oue 
day ono of the Rajah's daughters gavo me one of the huge straw 
hats worn by the Dyak women when out at work in the fields. Th>'J 
rim was no less than two feet ~e';":Jn iuches in diameter, and 
scrved, thfl Clouhle purpose of umbrella and snnshade.' To complete 

,_._ u- tl'h t'avour,.I begged Rajah Dindn. to get one of his wives to make 
me a bark jacket,' for which I promised that she should be band­

. somely rewarded; and a few days afterwards he came over to ask­
me to go witII him to the palace, and see how the work was getting 
on. 

Two of his wh'es were busy making a little faney braiding 
round tho top of tIKI garment; but what attracted my attention 
moro than the needlowork '11'01'0 .the hands of the dusky semp_ 
stI"(lSSOS. The whole of the backs of their bands were decorated in 
a most elahorate and artistic manner with tattoo marks, the sym_ 
metrical pattorn of which WUII exceedingly rcmarkable. I asked 

, Soo l'l.1<l 26. , Soo p. 185. 



Making Dyak J,;wel/cry. 6, 
permission to make a drawing of the tattoo marks ; but the ladies 
were coy and would not decide, leaving it for Rajah Dinda to say 
whether I might do so or not. With his usual willingness to 
oblige me, Dinda smiled and nodded his head, saying, Boele (must). 
So I ran back for my sketch_book and was soon engaged in making 
the drawings, which are reproduced in Plat.e 20, Fig. 1. 

Tho ico being once broken, the ladief! were good enough to let 
me sketch their feet, which were also elaborat.ely tattooed; and I 
have consequently tho pleasure of introducing my readers, in Plate 
20, Fig. 2, to the feet as well as the hands of one of Rajall 
Dinda's wives. All the maITied women here are tattooed on the 
hands and foot, and sometimes on the thighs, as in Plate 6. The 
decoration is ono of tho privileges of matrimony, and is not 
permitted to unmarried girls. 

Having succeeded so far in obtaining the goodwill of the ladies of 
the Rajah's family, I endeavoured to buy a pair of their large, heavy 
tin earrings, which hung from the loops in the lobes of t.he ears; 
but they were unwilling to sell any. I succeeded, however, in 
purcha~ing a small piece of tin, with wbich Rajah Dinda Rhowed 
me the whole process of the manufacture of these precious orna­
ments. Taking a long, straight picco of bamboo, the hollow of which 
was the sarno diameter as it was intended that the earrings should 
be, he fixed on the top of it the half of a cocoa-nut shell, with a hole 
bored through, in which the upper end of the cane was inserted, 
the whole forming a tube, with a cup at the top. 'Vrapping the 
tube in a cloth, he melted the tin in a small ladle, and poured it 
into the cocoa-nut cup, till the tube was filled. When the tin was 
cool, he opened the bamboo tube, and took out a long, straight, 
round rod of tin; which he then bent round a thick, but smooth, 
piece of wood, forming a ring, with the ends not quite meeting . 
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CHAPTER VI. 

An important bitcha",_Worlike propa",tiono--A vi,;; to the Onng Poo!llUl-The 
Forellt P""ple .t hom._]loa~t monkey for dinner-White-ikinned Drab-
1hol. habit. and cWltorn.-l~p .. rin8 the arrow po;$On-A lurgica l oporation­
A banquet to the wild peop!~ of the woodo-Tho aborigines of Borneo. 

ON the 12th Soptcmber there was unusual commotion in Long 
Wai, which soomed to betoken a Budden termination to my friendly 
relatioDs with the Raja.h and his people. From early morning t ill 
late in tho afternoon armed Dyaks from other kampongs came 
pouring into tho village, and Rajah Dindn. hold a long bitchara, or 
council, with. the various chiefs on the platform under his house. 
Not only men, but, much to my surprise, the women too, weI'(! ad. 
mitted to this council; and presently two of the Sultan's confi­
dential wives came up from Tangaroeng. The length and apparent 
importanoo of the confcronoo, and the large gathering of chiefs 
and armed men, indicated that something serious was amiss. 
Could it be that the Rajah had taken sudden offenoo at my in­
trusion? or could the coming of the Sultan's wives be regarded as 
a proof that the Sultan himself was meditating some unfriendly 
action towards me? All that I could gather frolll casual inquiries, 
was that the Rajah was full of 10fJ3a (trouble.) All day long in 
my room a Dysk was busily engaged in making bullets-pieces of 
stone covered with lead- and cleaning the guns belonging to the 
Rajah. My men were anJ:ious, and feared treachery j and the 
openness of the preparations seemed to incroase, instead of dis­
arming, their suspicions. At last I sent Tan Bon to ascertain 
what was the meaning of the commotion in the village; and he 
returned stating that all the fuss was owing to the Sultan's desire 
to increase, and not diminish by hostilities, the popUlation of the 
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country J He had heard that several Dyaks had left Long Wai, 
and gone to another neglN'ei, or county, beyond the limits of Koetei; 
and ho had sent up to say that no Dyaks were to leave his terri­
tory on any protence. Ho wanted his kingdom to bccomo thickly 
populated, and those that had 10ft wore to come back, or be fetched 
back by force if necessary. 

It was a relief to know that the alarm was not caused by 
any jealousy of my own proceedings; but it was particularly un­
fortunate that the minds of the people should be unsettled in this 
way, just at this time, as I was inwnding to penetrate int.o the 
forest, and endea.vour if possible to solve for myself the mystery 
of the Orang Poonan, or Wild Peoplo of the Woods. 

My hunting party had not yet returned, but thore were still two 
or three of these people passing to and from Long Wai. Never 
conld I see or hear that they were accompanied by women, but 
the reports which I beard in the village represented the women 
being white (poeti). This I interpreted to mean" fair;" but there 
seemed much mystery about them, and all my cross-questionings 
resulted in eliciting very little infonnation as to the whereabouts of 
their homes; all the answer J could get was that it was" far away." 
I made many attempts to induce one of the chiefs who visited 
Long Wai to let me accompany him on his return, but he refused 
for a long time. At last he said he would take me one day to their 
hunting_ground, but he must first return hiwself and prepare his 
people for my coming, as they would be afraid if I were to go 
suddenly among them. They would not even see a. Malay, and 
always remained in the densest part of the forest, where it was 
jm possible to track them without a. guide. 

To make a good impression I gave the Poonan some r ice and beads 
to take as a present for the women, a.nd told bim, tbrough a Dyak 
interpreter, tha.t the interest should be mutual-that they ought to 
be as anxious to see' me as I was to see them. I promised moro 
presentJ; if he was successful in his mission of paving the way for 
my visit. In a couple of da.ys he returned, a.nd in a very off.hand 
way told me I could go with him to-morrow. 

IVe st.arted at sunrise, taking a small prau up the river-the 
Poonan chief, myself, Sariman, alId four of tho tribe. After 
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paddling some twenty miles up the stream, the canoe was turned to 
the left into a narrow creek, up which we proceeded for a couple 
of hours. Suddenly the prau was stopped, and the Poeuan made 
SigDS that we must land and go through tho forest. I could see no 
trace of a landing_place; and, though I had kept an anxious look-out 
for any indications 'of human habitation, I bad seen nono. There 
was nothing to show that the spot at which we had st.opped was 
different from any other point throughout the whole distance we 
had travelled~no truce of a path, not even a broken branch or 
other indication of traffic could I see, as a sign that human foot 
had ever trodden there before. I waS afterwards told that the 
Poonans make marks on trees to shOll' their movemenw and resting 
places to each other. After struggling through a bamboo thicket, 
which, to aU appearance, had never before been disturbed by human 
hand or foot, we fouud ourselves in the dense forest. The chief 
made a curious cry, Hiol hio! which was answered by another voice 
in the distance; and a few momenw lat.er I was led up to a tall tree, 
where, sitting under an awning of attap, supported by four bamboo 
sticks, were three young women, one of them with a baby in a sort 
of cradle slung on her back; while a fourth woman, much older, 
was roasting the thick hide of a long-nosed monkey (nasalis 
lal'Vatus) before a fire. Just beyond were two men, who came 
forward as we approacbed. 

The women were all very small in stature, dirty, and scurvy. 
The dirt was the more visible on them on account of their light 
yellowish skin. They were naked, except for a narrow cloth rouud 
the loins; in the case of twe of the youngllr women it was barely 
a foot wide, wbilo the others had a long blue open sarong, such as 
the Dyak women wear. 

They did not seem the least afraid of me, but soon began to 
ask for beads, &c. 'Most- of the conversation was carriod on by 
means of signs, ono woman pointing to her own necklace for 
instance, and holdiug out her hand. Another asked for tob~co 
showing a sample in her hand, and saying" BaoCQ, baoco," whioh 
was unmistakable. 

I gave them to understand that alklr I had made sketches of 
them I would give them presents, aud three of the women stood , 
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very quiet while I took their portraits. TIlo name of tllO ono in 
the blue sarong (Plate 16) I ascertained tQ bo Song, whilo the othel' 
woman, carrying tlw baby, is Mrs. Luu. On the arm of the younger 
girl will be seen the marks of a kind of vaccination practised by 
these people (seo p. 213). 

By the time I bad mado the drawings their dinne~ was cooked. 
'rhey hospitably asked me to partake of their fare-roast 
monkey-which I politely declined, though I have heard it is very 
good eating. ']'he meat was simply roasted 'over the fire, suspendod 
from sticks stnck in the ground; and the only cooking uwnsils to 
bo seen wore hamboo cylinders used for boiling rice. 'l'hoN was 
)lot even a clay pot. I once saw tho chief uso the shoulder-hlade 
of the monkey ~s a spoon; but thtly have )10 manufactured 
"cutlery," making use only of tho forks ' vhich werc in use in the 
timo of Adam. 

I believe the fairness of skin among the women to he tho offcct 
of their perfect seclusion in the dark forest, where the sun's rays 
penetrate scarcely ever, if at all. The men, though not so dark 
as other Dyaks, arc much darker than the women, owing to tho 
fact that they spend much of their time on the rivers, where the 
sky is open, and that they frequently visit Long Wai, where they 
<Ire more or less exposed to the rays of the sun. Individuals 
of both se.!O:es, however, differ much both in physical build and 
in colour of skin, as will be seen by a comparison of the different ' 
plates. '1'he woman represented in Plate 17 was much darker­
skinned than the other two, and of heavier, build. Plate 24 
represents the chief under whose guidance I visited the Forest 
People" at home." He was not nearly $0 dark nor so lleavily built 
as an Orang Poonan who hailed from a district tQ the north of 
Long Wahou-considerably further north than the district through 
which the othc.r roamed-and whose head is shown in Plate 22. 
The swalihy skin and the loftier forehcad of the Long Wa.hon 
Poona.n contrast strongly with the colour and physiognomy of the 
others. 

My stay among these primitive wild people of the woods was 
limited to a single afternoon; bn~ I had amplo opportunity of 
observing the customs of the men during my stay at Long Wai, 
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us I made several hunting excursions with different parties of them 

from time to time. 
In Plate Hi I have repre~ented a group of three young Poonans, 

sketched as they lay asleep in their natural characteristic atti. 
tudes during one of Ollr hunting expeditions. These people livo 
day and nigh~ in tho open air, almost entirely naked, with no more 
shelter in showery weather than that afforucd by an attap mat 
(kajang), which tIley thon place over instead of under them when 
they lie down on the ground to sleep, as soen in tho left-hand 
figure in Plate 15. 'l'bey always, however, keep a fire burning 
at night. In the bag or basket (leMO near the centre of tho 
group is one of these kajangs rolled up ready for carrying, and 
attached to it are a quil'er of arrows, and a gourd containing 
the little balls of pith which are placed at the end of the arrows 
to enable them te be blown through the tube. Hung on ~he 
branch of the tree overhead are anotller quiver of arrows, a gourd 
containing the pith balls, and a mandan, while to the right is a 
shield. 

'rhe men arc all armed with mandaus, obtained from tho Dyaks 
by exchange. 'I'heir aboriginal weapons are tllC st/:mpitall (blowing­
tube) and poisoned alTOWS (sec Flaw 18, Figs. 9, 10), in the 
manufacture and use of which they are aU expert. These are 
similar to the ordinary Dyak weapons of the sarno kind described at 
p. 193, and figured in Plate 18. 

I was fortunate enough to obtain by exchange specimens of most 
of their very scanty stock of personal goods. In Plato 14, Fig. 12 
is )'epresellted a comb, made of-bamboo, split into ten teeth. This 
is frcquen~ly used by them, though I am forced to say not of'!.en 
enough. Fig. 13 represeuts tile poison-plate, on which they propare 
the arrow-poison. 

I onco, quite by accident, had an opportunity of seei)lg the 
manncr in which the poison is placed on the arrows. When sitting 
in the house onc evening I noticed a smell as of gutta-pereha 
boiling, and swing the Poonans very busy with their arrows I went 
np to them, and by signs asked them what they wCl'e doing. Onc 
of the men replied by pointing to the anow-head. " Ra-djun?" 
(poison), I inquired in Malay j- to which be replicd by nodding his 
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head. I then watehcd their proceedings. They had a. bundle of 
arrows by tlloir side, and as soon as the poisonous matter was hot 
tllCY took a small quanti ty and smeared over a wooden plate (soo 
Plate 19, Fig. 13) by means of a wooden instrument resembling a 
pestle, till t1Je plate was covered with a thick layer. Then t-aking 
an arrow they rolled tho head across the plate, so that it became 
coated with the pnstymattor. Next they mad.e a spiral iucision in 
Ute arrow-head and again rolled it over the plate. The arrow was 
t llen ready for usc. And terribly poisonous these arrows un­
doubtedlyare. .A bird, or an animal us large as a monkey, if bit 
with onc of theso w('apons will immediatdy fall with convulsive 
movements, and a few seconds afterwards life is extinct. 

Birds and animals thus killed are caten by tho Poonans, and 
indeed by Dyaks all over Bornoo, without nny ill effect. As soon 
ali they have s(.'enrod their qUllrry, they remo\'e the arrow by cutting 
out tho picco of flesh into which it ha.s penekated, to the distance 
of an inch or so all round . 

What this arrow· poison ,is mado of I could novel' ascertain, not­
withstanding all my inquirics on the spot. It certainly contained 
nicotine- 'I\'hich tho Dynks collect from their pipes when they get 
foul after smoking. I brought home II specimen, which I sub­
mitted to Sir Robert Christison, Bart., for analysis and experi. 
ment. Sir Robert not having, since his well·ea.rned retirement 
from public life, the necessary facilities for a.n investigation of 
this na.turo,' very kindly hnnded the poison to Dr. Rutherford, 

I I ~m indebted 10 Sir Roben Chriati.on lor the following oboern\.ions :_" It i$ 

a gootl ma.nyyca.ra .u..e 1 . pplic<1 my.oll 10 the ,tudy of tho Borneo poi80n. At that. 
lime, ho"'cYer, tho imperlcd an~ diac:ropo.nt _nl.l of il.l IOU,..", ac"o", and eTen 
"""'e, as gi ..... hy rueh authon .. I cGUld eon.ult, k~ "'. 'lni~ a\ a loss reganling 
e.ClJ' poin\ in ill history. The worb 1 ",fef to are chiefly LcsciwDb3111t, \he 
experimcnto of Mogendie, Or61e, and InHlle, u.e noti"", by M~ ... \ in It;,,' Diet. de 
Matibo Med ical.,' ,,,,I 1K>m6 \:rid rofcreneoo 10 th, oubjoct in the natra»l'es of OUr 
.... n! adventures "i\h tI .. pi ... "", of &11\0(\ and ito ""~hbonrl.ood. There i$ great 
"""f"';"n {rom mil;illg up with _ ,,,othor \h$ Jay, T«bdIiJ, (TialU of the French). 
!he Jan hI ..... 01' Upu Antiar, ... d tho II"', tben ltated .. !.he nam.., or one of the 
.... ma, of Il,e llomeo poa.m. ~uontly oM anthont, $peab of Ihe poison 
"".,.;n~ d""th hy eom& 'With eonTIIWQ.,.; . notbu hy paTelyllio; another by alTe$l.ing 
the acbon of the heart. I n ahoI1, )'OU "ill 00\ 'WOnder thd, wilh Ineh ",ateriah, I 
g.a. up"'y work in that di....:tion with deallOlir. TocAdlik, howen., is well known 
to he gol from a .pecioo of St'!JCh_, Ioh" S . Ti~"U; ... ~ Anliar "" been refotTed k> 



74 The Head_Hunters (}j BON/eo. 

Professor of Physiology at Edinburgh University. Hero, however, 
a. Irosh obstacle presented itself. Parliament baving in its wisdom. 
and at tho instigation of an unscientific agitation, passed. a. law 
known lUI tho AnM-Vivisection Act, which places serious restric_ 
tions on any scientific investigation necessitating experiments on 
living animals, Dr. Rutherford has boon unable' to make any 
attempt to ascertain the nature, action, and effects of the poison, 
und to find a curo for it. Our seamen havo already been at close 
quarters with Dyak pirates, and tIle occa.'!ion may easily 8L'ise 
whon thoy shall bo BO again j and there can scarcely be a question 
whether tho lives of a few rabbits can bo placed in the scale 
aguinst tho life of a. Bingle sailor who may fall a victim to one of 
their deadly darts. Weean ill afford to loso.a second Commander 
Goodenough at the hands either of South Sea. Islanders, o( Borneo 
pirates, or of Sout·h American I ndians; and the discoyery of the 
nature of the various arrow-poisons used in ' different parts of the 
world would be t11e first step towards the discovery of an antidote. 
If the aoti-vivisectionists object to the immolation of a foil' rabbits in 
such a causo, will thoy submit one ofthuir own bodies for experiment? 

The use of the poisoned arrow is a great advantage to tIle 
collector of natnral history specimens, as no injury is caused to the 
skin of the animal or bird, the holo caused by the arrow point being 
so minute 8.8 to be quite imperceptible. 

When sbooting with me the P oonans a lways begged. me for the 
empty cartr idgQ-csses, and it was some time before I could dis­
cover (or what purpose they wanted them ; but at .last I found that 
they put them as ornaments in the earB. 

It is curious that in their intercourse with the Long Wal Dyab 
these Oraug Poonao de not appear to have adopted any of the 
customs ~£ the latter. The only thing in which they seem to have 
profited by t heir acquaintance with their neighbours is in arming 
themselves with mandaus, and in a few instances in procuring by 
exchange a ~mall quantity of cloth, with which they make the 

• JI'!"'lI;" •• pee;'" .. hi",";' l<»Iiawia (Leschen""nl~), boIonging to the family-Arl/>­
<arpa~. Bu.t, .o far u J am ..... re, nothing .. 1"' known of the botrurioaloo..mo 
of the Bom ... lpo-ihhat be illl right Dallle." 

• See Appendix.. 
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llead gear and tjawat which constitute their sole clothing . 
.Although, for instance, they seem to appreciate the aclvantage of 
a house to sleep in, they have not introduced into their home in the 
wild woods the custom of building any kind of habitation. 

Even in the case of illness they rely upon their own skill rather 
than adopt the remedies employed by their neighbours-though in 
this respect, perhaps, the Dyaks could teach them little that is 
worth learning. One day one of the Poonans staying at Long 'Vai 
fell ill, and complained of a pain in his back. Without hesitation 
the chief took his small knife from his mandan sheath, and taking 
a piece of flesh firmly between his fingers made three incisions in 
the lower part of the baek, in the region of the kidneys. In each 
~lit he inserred a bamboo cylinder, two inches long, which he first 
made very hot, pres~jng them down firmly, and afterwards apply­
ing a littlo hot water to the wounds. I felt this novel kind of 
seton, and found the three pieces of bamboo were fastened very 
securely into the flesh. 

Another day the chief himself was laid down with fever, but he 
would accept no assistance from the Dyaks; and, as he showed no 
signs of improvement afrer several days, he was removed by his 
men to his home in the forest. J never heard whether he recovered. 

:My visit to the Poonans had the effect of bringing some of the 
ladies out of their retirement; for a few days afterwards several 
of the women, aecompanied by men who had not hitherto ventured 
into Long Wai, came to the village and stayed with me for a 
couple of hours. This was quite an event in the a.nnals of the 
village, and I told my men to give my visitors a good meal of rice; 
which they enjoyed heartily as a. pleasant change from their 
daily bill of fare of monkeys, wild boars, serpents, birds, and 
wild fruits. I found afterwards that the real object of their 
visit was to · beg some salt. They said their friends who had 
been staying at Long Wai hacl told them I had been very liberal 
in distributing salt and other presents; and so, on the strength of 
this compliment, as well M out of pity for their scorbutic con­
dition, I gave them a. plentiful supply of salt, to which I added .a. 
few handfuls of " baeco." 

I believe these savages to be the true aborigines of Borneo. 



• 
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They live in utter wildness in the central forests of Borneo, almost 
entirely isolated from all c<;lmmnnicatioll with tho reat of tho 
world. A fow of the men occasionally vjsit Long Wai, and are 
on friendly terms with the Dyaks, but they will. not hold com­
munication with a Malay. Their existence has long been known, 
but no European before myself ever saw ono of the women of tho 
raco; and it is some compensation to me for all the difficulties and 
dangers of my journey across Borneo that I am able to lay before 
tho public faithful likenesses of these people, and a cOITect, if 
somewhat brief and imperfect, description of their habits and 
customs. 

• 

• 

• 
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CHAPTER VII. 

Dyal; amusoment._lIIuaiool instrurnent8-A birth~ay fe,tival_The ceme~ry­

Royal tomla_Buried treasures-The evil spiril<i angered- Huuting partie.­
Dividing the .poil_A conflagration avert.ed-A bo .... hunt--A swimming boar 
- An oJ fr= f .... t-A mountain on fire-.-Death-poo\a and human .kulLo­
A fflyotcriOU" trophy_Forcible ablutions-The Rajah in full ,t.ate-Boog;' 
robbt,,-A ... w·fi.h_Down the river-An une"peeWd meeting. 

IN the evenings there were always some amusements while the 
Poonans were at Long Wai. One of them would play on a bamboo 
flute with his left nostril, while a few Dyaks would sit round the 
dim and smoky damar torcll, made from the resin of a forest.tree, 
and enjoy a cigarette or pip(l. 

Sometimes they would give a war-dance at my request, on the 
great floor under Rajah Dinda.'s house, where a couple of Dyaks, 
each with a shield (kliau) and sword (mamlau), would face each 
other in all sorts of attitudes, changing them with a. remarkable 
rapidity to the accompaniment of a two.stringed fiddle (djimpai) 
or a. "kleddi "-the latter a curious instrument,' with organ.like 
tones, rather pleasing to the ear. The music, however, would be 
drowned by an endless shouting and yelling, proceeding from the 
audience as well as the performers. 

One evening, a little past nine, I had just closed my eyes to 
enjoy a night's rest when I was awakened by a great noise of 
singing and stamping. I listened for some time, but still the 
sounds did not cease, but rntber increased. All my men were 
asleep except Sariman, who said the Dyake were dancing at some 
feast. I went out to soo what the performance was like, and Saw 
on the same platform under Rajah Dinda's house, quite in the 
dark, thirteen Dyaks, all men, singing, and walking round in a 

I See Plate 19, Figs. I Bod 3; aao p. 217. 
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circle first turniD'" their foot to the right and stamping on the floor, 
then 'pausing a. ~oment, and turning to the left, still stamping. 
Occasionally another recruit joined the company. What was all 
this about ? I kept aski ng. A woman had given birth to a child! 
was the answer. And so this jollification was kept up half the 
night in hono;,r of the l ittle stranger. 

The Dysk tombs which I had soon along the river-banks on my 
way up to Long Wai had koonlyexci ted my curiosity. which was 
inert!a.aed by the frequent rumours of the grandeur of the burial­
places of the Rajahs of l<>ng Wai. Ke Patti described them to 
me as large carved structures, which no strangerwBs ever allowed 
to visit. His storie s of the extreme privacy with which they 
were guarded only made me the more anxious to see them. But 
he said he dared not ask Rajah Dlnda. ; nor would Rajah Sinen ask 
his brother. Dinda had always heen very willing to grant my 
requests, hut when I told him I wished to see his fathers' graves 
he tbonght I had asked 100 much. Besides, he added, it was 
against his adat. Time a.ficr time I persecuted him for permission 
to visit the forbidden ground, telling him to leave a;.wt a little on 
one side; still be hesitated, und I found out he was under the 
influence of the women, who thought I should steal one of the 
bodie!, and prophesied bad luck if a stranger were allowed to go to 
the sacred place. I reminded Dinda of the Sult.an's instructions, 
that" what I wishtld to see, I must see" (AJW 8~ka liGt-moc:lti 
liat). If he preferred, he might himself go with me, and be witness 
that I had no other motive for going there than to see how his 
fathers were buried, and make drawings of the tombs. at last 
the Rajah gave an unwilling consent, and, accompanied by Sariman 
and five Dyab, I started one day for the forbidden ground. We 
paddled down the river for a couple of miles t ill we came to a 
side stream on' the right, which we ascended for another mile, 
the banks being lined with bamboo. Landing at a sman opening 
through the thicket, we walked along a narrow path till we came 
to a small clearing, which was the cemetery of Long WaL Here, 
surrounded by the graves of a number of his subjects, lay the 
bones of Rajah Dinda's lathers, and other members of his family. 
There were two forms of graves generally adopted by the common 
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peoplc; onc a small chamber, raised on posta from ten to twenty 
loot lligh, in which the corpse was placed; tho other a somewhat 
simila.r structure built into a hole in the ground. The latter form 
was the commonest. 

'l'he tombs of the Rajahs were most substantially.built and 
elaborately.deco~atcd structures of ironwood, with every crack 
and crevice carefully filled in with putty made of damar resin and 
chalk 1 W prevent the inroads of insects. The roofs were of la~hs of 
ironwood, imbricated. Tho walls were carved, and rudely paint.ed 
with representations of birds or quadrupeds, the fllvourite croco· 
dile of course not heing omitted, and the gables at oach end were 
elaborately carved. 

P law 8 shows tbe " house" in which Rajah Dinda's father and 
family a.re laid; while Plate 9 represents the mausoleum of Rajah 
Sinen's family. 

Rajah Dinda's futher was buried with all bis dothes, bis sword, 
shield, a.nd paddlc-with which he is supposed to paddle himself 
to heaven in his coffin, which represents a prau. In his hands 
he is said to have had a qunntity of gold dust. • 

Mr. Von. Dewall ' mentions that the Rajahs and the rich Dyab 
do not let the bodies of their deceased relatives remain in these 
burial.places ; but gather the bones, after all tbe impurities have 
dillappcarcd, place them in jars, and hide them UI) far in the 
mountainS-in caves. I never heard that tIllS was tbe case with 
tbe Dyaks of Long Wai, but I was told that the Dyaks on the 
banks of the Teweh, in the Doesoen district, used to adopt this 
practice, though they have abl'mdoned it of late years, since the 
supremaoy of the Duteh. 

I stayed at the ccmcwry till noon, making sketchC3, and taking 
notes of the features or the place ; but was unable to finish my 
drawings, and left wilh tbe intention of returning another day. 
J ust lIS we landed at Long Wai a most terrifio thunderstorm 
burst over the village, tho rain fell in torrents, and the wind was 
60 high that I was afraid cur house would fall to pioces. AIl it was, 
the {l tmp roof was partly blown away, and in order to keep out 
the rain and wind the Dyaks, who a,lways have a reserve of these 

• S- p. W2. 
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roof-coverings, had to set to lYork at once to repair the damage. In 
an hour or two the river rose several feet, and the Dyake, fearing 
that the current would carry their prans down the r iver, hastened 
down to the beach, which was all under water, and dragged them 
far up on dry land, amI made them fast.. . In tho evening Rajah 
Dindn came in to sec me, calm and storn.looking. lIe said the 
women of the palace all blamed him for giving me permission to 
go to tIle burial-place, and all this rain and hurricane had occurred 
in consequence of my intrusion. I said to Dindn that I hoped the 
rain was wanted for the crops; but the Modangs aU answered that, 
on the contrary, just now, while they wore preparing the rice. 
£dds, fine weather was wanted. For~unatdy no harm came of ~he 
ire of the evil spirits which I had so innoccn~ly conjured 'up ; and 
three days later I went back to the cemctery to complete my 
sketches. As luck would havo it, the women were fated t.o have 
thcir revenge, for on my return in the afternoon another tempest, 
not quite so violent as the last, but still unusual at that time of 
year, swept over thc ymage ; and I doubt not Rajah Diuda re­
gretted for onee in his life that he had not been content with one 
wife to scold him, instead of being blessed with four. 

The Dyaks would go out in partios, once or twice a week 
hunting the deer and wild boar, botll of which are plentiful in all 
parts of Koetei. Although the thick tangled undergrowth in tllO 
ferests renders it impossible to penetrate far from the riverside 
in olue!' to reach tho game, and equally difficult to get'within range 
of the animals, the well-trained dogs rarely fail to drive a deer or 
two and a few boars within reach of the sportsmen, who remain 
withiu a sllOrt distance of the rh·e!'. During the first w~ck of my 
stay at Long Wai a large party, headed by Rajah Sinen, went 
away hunting en.rly in the morning; before noon I heard a great 
shouting on the shore under my wiudow, and pres~ntly a swarm 
of Dyaks crowded up the ladder into my room, bearing with them 
one of the trophies of the chase in the shape of a fine dcer. This 
was followed by three wild boars, for nothing would pleaso Rajah 
Sincn but that all tho game should be brought to me, and that I 
should select what portion I preferred. I bargained, in the first 
place, that I should have tho skulls of the animals~as a geutlo 
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Ilint. to t.ho human head_hunters that my taste for such spoils did 
not. oxtend boyond wild beasts. Next, I directed" Baba," one of my 
Chinese scnrants, and Laban, t.ho cook, to cut. sorno joints or slices 
for my men, who had had to put. up with rather a scanty bill of 
£are at Long Wai, nnd subsist chiefly on rice and frui{;g, fish beiug 
scarce and other provisions dear. The prospect. ef a treat of 
venison was therefore very wolcomo to thorn all, and my two 
Chinamen especially revelled iu t]JC idea of pork for dinner. Tho 
f(l.Ct that tho roligious scruples of tho Malay cook, who professed 
the "Mohammedan bolief, prevented him from oither cuttiog up the 
boor, or cooking: any of the meat., did not disconcert them in tIle 
least, and it was not long berore my la t'tlcr wns plentifully stocked 
with prime cuts of venison and boar's flesh. Then tile animals 
were removed, /lIld, after Rajall Sinen had taken his share, the 
remains were divided among the whole village, and the rest of the 
day was devoted k.> preparations for the feast in the evening. Tho 
moat was cut up into innnmerahle slices, a. dozen or more of which 
wore stuck at n time on a piece of bamboo, and roasted, or rather 
smoked, over the firo . 

I had no sooner congratulated myself on having got rid of my 
hunting friends than I found hlno wreaths of smoko penetrating 
the cracks in the floor of my room, ontering at the door and 
window, and gradually filling the place. Thinking that in the 
excitement the houso had been aooidontally sot on fil"~, I hastened 
belew, and found four or five firos lighted on the platform im­
mediately underneath. Not relishing tho idea of being turned 
into smoked bacon myself, Iord..,red the fires to be extinguished. 
To roy surprise I found that not moroly tho flesh, but also the 
thick hido of tho wild hoars, was cut into pieces, smoked, and 
eaten. This bonne bouche was mostly reserved for t.he Poonan.1. 
'I.'he tusks of the hoan were always carefully preserved, and worn 
·as channs, at tached to tho' girdle of the mandau, together with the 
canino teeth of monkeys, bears, &c. 

Von Dewall says" the lIodangs of Long Wai do not eat 
venison." But this statement is erroncou>J, for, on the contrary, 
they arc very fond of tbe meat; and wllenover a deer is killed 
every iubabit.ant of the village gets a share. The native who 

G 
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aetua41y shoots tIle animal has the right to the l,ol'ns, which are 
much sought after, tho bases being used to mak(l the handles of 
tI,e mandaus. 

A ll\lnting day is always an event of interest to the dogs, as 
well as their masters, for they got a good supply of bones and 
refuse meat as a reward for the part they have borne in the 
day's proceedings. 

During an excursion of thirty miles beyond Long Wai I had 
a grand day's sport with Rajahs Dinda and Sinen and a nnmber 
of Poonans. Our intended quarry was deor, but failiug that wo 
were sure to get wild boars. There was also a chance, the Rajah 
hinted, that we might come aeross some other tribes, with whom 
the Long Wai Dyaks werc not on thc best of terms; and, as he 
could not answer for tllO consequcnccs if such were the casc, he 
determined to takc three praus and a good following. The lar~st 
prau was allotted to me, manned by fourtoon Poonans, while 
Rajah ninda and his brother Sinen had seven and six men re_ 
spectively in their boats. Befcre starling I gave them two picols 
of rice and a quantity of tobacco, with which, it is needlcss to say, 
they were greatly pleascd, flattcring me with the oft-repeated 
remark that I had a "good heart." 

We paddled up the river from six o'clock in the morning tiil 
fo ur o'clock in the afternoon, stopping once to pick up a reinforce. 
ment of four Poonans, whom wc met watching us from tho bank. 
Beyond this we saw no sign of human oxistence. All was solemn 
silcnee, broken only by the plash of the paddles as the three praus, 
closely following each other, pursucd their conrse up tl,e winding 
. 

river. 
Presently Rajah Dinde. selected a spot fer landing; thc vessels 

were mllde fast to the bank, and the whole party were soon on 
sllore. Rajah Dinda, a head taller than the rest, oarrying his spear 
in his left hand, with massive gold bangles jingling on his Hercnlean 
legs, gavc his orders in a vcry quiet and dignified manner, dividing 
Ole party into three groups. He, \VitI, fiftecn men and dogs, was 
to advance and drive the game towards tho second line, bellinu 
which, again, the third group w~s to be stationed, at a distance of 
Borne :300 yards. I belongod to thc third section. IVe were all 
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in line, twenty or twenty-five foot distant from each other, and 
stood thus, patient ly, for about an hour, during which we heard no 
sounds to indicate the progress of the beaters in the first line. 
Suddenly, however, the dogs began barking, and a general wild 
chorus of men's voices arose in all directions. All order was now 
abandoned. Some ran further into the forest, others back towards 
the river. I could soo no sign of deer or boar, but as thore 
seemed to be a general concentration of forces to the water's edge 
I ran down,and saw a large boar rapidly swimming acroos the stream 
-and he swam with the greatest ease-followed, and spurred 
to increased efforts, by tbe dogs ; but before he could reach the 
opposite bank a bullet put an end to his efforts, and bis body was 
800n secured, and brought ashore amid general cries of delight. 

AfWr tbis little excitement was over we returned to our posts 
in tbe forcst, and had not long to wait before a general barking, 
witb whieb a few short sharp grunts mingled, indicated another 
succcssful drive. This time there were several pigs, ,vhich were 
quickly driven tbrough the second line; and suddenly there rushed 
at me, through the thick IIndergrowth, a great tusker, not three 
feet distant, closely followed by a barking and excited dog. It was 
a moment's work to level my rifle and fire, and the bullet went 
through tbe boar and lodged in the lower jaw of the unfortunate 
dog. I begged the owner of the dog, a Dyak, to let me extract 
the bullet, but he would not sllow me to do 80, and the poor 
animal has since gone about unable to shut its mou~h properly. 

The result of the da.y's sport was six: wild boars, over which, in 
the evening, a genera.l jollification took place on ~he pebbly beach 
by the r iverside, before we returned home. Some of the animals 
were cut up and divided amongst the party; and fires were lighted, 
whose lurid glue was reflected in the water, and gave a weird 
charm to tHe whole scene, as the blue smoke wu carried across 
the wa.ter by the evening breeze, and filtered through the dense 
foliago on the opposite sbore; while the dark forms of the naked 
savages stood out in bold relief, some flitting around the fires 
busily engaged in cooking operations, olhers lying resting at full 
length on tbe ground, or 8itting. pipe in mouth, calmly surveying 
the SCOD(!. 

, 2 



8, Tlu Head_Hunitrs 0/ BOYflto. 

In tho distance, at a plnoo the Modangs called" Woo-ohalla," 
could be 800 11 a burning hill, from the 8ummi~ and sides of which 
dense smoke issued. It. was a coal formation On fire, and had been 
burning since the memory of man. 

During my stlly I looked anxiously for skulls, of which, accord­
ing to the custom of the Dyaks, and the reputation which the Long 
Wai tdbe had for bravery, thero ought to be a large collection 
somewhere, especially Long 'Yahou crania, taken from the neigL­
bouring triOO further llorth, who arc tho greatest enemies of tho 
Long Wai pooplc. A leaning post' standing alone on the shore, 
which is shown in my sketch of the village (Plate 7). is the only 
visible indication that tho Long Wai people have been successful 
head·hunters. For some reason or other Rajah Dinda, and all the 
people, avoided the subject whenever I spoke of it.-an indication, 
perbaps, that their intercourse with the outer world was having 
some influence on their barbarous customs. 

Mr. Van Delvall, who spent three or four days at Long Wai, in 
April, 1847, says in his" Overzigt van. het Rijk van. Koeiei," that 
"near the burial-placo of the last Rajah of Long Wai, on the right 
bank of the river, stand upon posts nine human skulls, which the 
people had secured on their murderous excursion to Wahou, after 
the decease of the Rajah." On my way up the river I had seen 
one bleached skull, stuck up on the top of a tree; but this was all 
the outward and visible sign I could find of the head-hunting 
practices of the people. One day, however, I was looking round 
Dinda's house, in company with K' Patt i, when I observed some­
thing strange hanging under the roof, wrapped in a dried old 
banana leaf. I was going to examino the contents, when both K~ 
Patti and Rajah Sioen shouted to mo 'l'ida boele, tida boek (must 
not, must not). I ~sked if it was a skull, but they did not answer. 
Sinen was very angry, becll;use he thought I was going to take the 
mysterious object down; and from this fact, as well as from tho 
evasive answers they gave to my questions, I strongly suspected the 
inn0C6Ut-looking banana leaf did contain a human skull. This 

• V&.D }}a_all.J. lhal "before th" II0UM of the K(lpoeM (~ali) of Long W.i 
'laDd I16veo!ean 1'0"811 jmt.o, fift..en to ~weDIJ fetl~ loog. Tbeooo "," moDUDl~Db t.ba~. 
p<mJ II" bteD out hoad.hw:liog, aDd rellUlled "ilh one 0, DlOre hea.J& ~ 
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suspicion was afterwards confirmed, ror when at Long P uti, somo 
months la ter, I saw several human crania thus prC.'lCrvcd in a dried 
lenf. 

I was very desirous of going to Long Wahou, to visit the great; 
r ivals nnd eneplics of the Long Wai people who livo there ; hut I 
could neither get a eanoe for the journey-the Sultan's pralls, 
which had brought mo up, having returned to Tangaroeng-nor 
indueo any ono to accompany me. Tho Long Wai Dyaks of 
course gave a very shocking account of lheir neighbours; but 
rrom what I have seen and heard I should imagine it is "!liK of 
one and half a dozen of tho other," and that; tho Long Wahou 
people nrc neither better nor worse than til(l rest of their race. 

In Plate 10 I am cnablcd to give a likeness of a. Long Wahou 
warrior whom I subsequently met at Tangaroeng. His bulky 
form, contrasting with his tllin lind comparatively small face, put 
me in mind of Rajah Dinda. 

My stay at Long Wai lasted over a period. or seven weeks, dur ing 
wl1icb timo I had ample opportunities of making myself acquainted 
with tIle Dynk cnarncter , lind studying their manners nnd customs.' 
Thoy frequently told me vory plainly tll(l.t lboy did not cure to 
have strangers amongst them, and they displayed nn unwillingness 
to answer inquir ies about their customs, and a suporstitiollS reserve 
in their communications if they thought tlley were boing watched. 

Stilll managed to establish friendly intercourse with tlwm, nnd 
fortunately they main tained peaceful relat ions with tIle neighbour­
ing tribes during my stay among them. Penco is not usually of 
long duration. There aro bir ths, "namings," mnrriages, burials, 
always occurring ; nnd, on overy sueh eccasion an incursion into 
the adjoining territory is necessary, and a stnto of war prevails 
for a time. As the result proved, my departure wus coincident 
·with an event which was the signal for a general preparation for 
war. One of Rajah Dinda.'s wives prescnted him wi~h a child-a 
son, much to llis dolight-a. fow days before my dopart;ul'tl , und I 
left Long Wai in a stttle of generul c:o::citement in consequence . 
.Already mandaus were being sharpened, and shields furhished up. 

, Th6....wt of my ob.crvatiQ'" hero and in other pt.u of Donleo io embodied io 
ooporato cI ... pton, pp. 182.2$2. 
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in readiness for a head-hlillting expedition. The child could not 
be named unless the head of some luckleslI neighbour was duly cut 
off, and brought home in triumph. 

My peaceful relations with the tribe were- only marred by the 
quarn::lsomo nature of my cook, a fair spe<;imen of a Boegis. The 
Dyaks were very willing to cut wood for me, un~ render various 
services, assisting my other se~"ants in many ways. But tbis 
Bocgig was both cowardly Rnd lazy, and made himself so obnoxious 
that he was literally Boyco~t-cd . Tho only service that was 
willingly r(mdered to him by the Dyaks was OUQ day, whcn they 
had complained that this Boe!,ris JlCVCI' bathed , (lnd I ordored him 
to be marched down to the river, nnd indulled him to submit to have 
his head shaved. Both Dyaks and llIa\ays are very scrnpulous 
f1.bout bathing, even if tho operation does not always havo the 
desired effect. They have not yet been taught the use of soap, 
:md batlling does not necessarily mean absolute cleanliness. Still 
they bathed, and that 1Va~ something ; but tIle Boegis refused 
even that tribute to the god of cleanliness; and when I gave 
directions that he should be ducked by force, if lIe did not bathe 
willingly, and that he must lose his hair as a penalty for "the--­
even for a Malay -unconscionably large number of lodgers that 
found cover there, there were plenty of willing arms to assist him 
in his ablutions, and plenty of hands, skilled in cutting off heads 
as well as hair, ready to perform t-ho necessary tonsorial duty. 

t'he last few days of September wero occupied in packing up my 
'natural history collection, and other. goods and cilattols. The 
Dyaks watchod my proceedings with tho koencst interest; and 
when I had nearly ~!l isbed packing thoy came and offcred for 
sale or exchange any number of plates, mats, baskots, and other 
articles of native manufacture. The Poouans, who had rendered 
me throughout the greatest assistance, helped me carry my 
baggage down to the prau which thc Sultan Rad sent up to 
fetch ruo; and on the morning of the 26th I left, to return 
to Tangaroeng. A young Dyak came down to me at the last 
momcnt, and, whispering, said in a few broken words of Malay 
that he belonged to, the southern part of Koetei, and oogged to bo 
allowed to accompany me. He was a servant of Rajah Dinda, so 
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I dared not take him wit.hout permission, aud the lad himself was 
afraid to ask. 

'1'be Rajah himself came down to the shore to bid me good. 
bye, and a slaamat jallan. He probably wanted to impress me 
wi~h the importance of a Rajah of Long Wai when in full state, 
for he was dressed ill a l)\ack ~atin jacket, with six: heavy lar·go 
gold buttons, something similar in workmanship to the SilV(I!· 

buttons worn by the peasants in the interior of Norway; a crim. 
son Boegis sarong cloth was slung across his broad shoulders, in 
AndaJllsian fasbion; and round bis legs bo had a series of heavy 
gold bangles. Thus arrayed, he certainly presented a very striking 
and commanding appearance as he walked slowly down the beacb. 

Then, with unfeigned pleasure at their retUJ.""n home, wi th amerry 
song, my crew plied their paddlcs vigorously, and the prau floated 
mpidly down the swift stream. 

At llIoearn Tjaloeng we found a disturbance in the Yillage. A 
party of Boegis, who had come on a trading journey, had been 
stealing err.gros (monoy), rattans, and wax, and had gone off with tho 
beoty, and the inhabitants were at their wits' end to knew what 
to do. So Kc Patti suggested tJ\at we should stay a day hcre, and 
try and scttle the matter. A bitclmra "Was held accordingly in ono 
of the largest heuses, and all the facts bid hefol"(! us amid a Babel 
of tongues. In the midst of the consultation a boat-load of Boegis 
landed at the village, appeared on thc sceno, wcll armed as they 
always arc, and wcro denounced by the inhabitants as the eulprits. 
After two hours' deliberation they agreed to return part of t~e 
spoil, and WCI"(! let off without further punishment. 

As wo were leaying in the afternoon, two Koetei:Malays in a 
boat came alongside, and offcred me a quantity or fisl., mo~tly a 
species of silur"lIs, common in all tho rivers of Borneo. Among 
them I noticed a small saw-fish, the beak of which was about 
eighteen inches in length. I had bought a similar one in Celebes! 
with a curved handle fixed to it, which was said to nave come from 
New Guinea, and to have belJn used therc as a weapon. 

Tangaroeng was reached on the 3rd October. Here the Sultan 
told mo the Assistant Resident was at Pelaroeng; and, as I had re­
ceived an invitation from Mr. Seitz to visit him there, I went down 
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tho UC1::t day, and reached Pclaroeng about four p.m. I was some­
what surprisod to meet a strange European face Oil the shore, and 
still more so when the stranger addressed me by name . . It was a 
pleasure to see a white face, and to hear my native tongue after 
being so many weeks among a semi-b~rbarOllS people_ An ex_ 
planation was soon forthcoming. It was Captwn Andresen, the 
commander of the Sultan's swam yacht "Tiger," a Scandinavian 
by birth, who, leaving his father's house in Apenrade as a sailor 
many years ago, had become captain of a vessel trading along th", 
Chinese coast, and had made several voyages to Koetei. Here be 
met tho Sultan, and was eventually appointed commander of his 
yacht. He had boen told of my visit to Koetei, and having heard 
that I also was a Scandinavian he established my identity by 
addressing me in Danish. A few minutes sufficed for mutual con­
gratulations; and, as we were talking, we were joined by Mr. Seitz, 
the Assistant Resident, who said he was starting to-morrow in the 
Sultan's steam yacht for the northern coast, and invited me to join 
him. 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

1'1>0 Sultan' • • kam yaeh t.-Capti .... pi,..ta and oln~w._A .. trip-A ni,sM 
...... o-Ph ... ph_nt cre:..t .. nes-F1ying fiah_A watuspou~_" Pir.ota "-A 
fala a1arm_Taralln w..nd-A marine fQmrl----A "",,\ bod-·Negot.iat.io ... with 
tho IIIlliYell--Ugly eustom~_Th" Crown Prince of Boelo~ .. n-Aeo<al bank 
-8\ung by ... ancmQneo_Tho _t ~t of- Bomoo-A pirtllll P"''' .nd 1\0 

mistake !-:r.roro '~l'tivo piratelJ-On 00.1'(\ the waHt~am.r" Jliouw." 

'fur. "'l'igcr," so named from tho royal emblem of Koetci, was 
a fine steam yacht of about 120 tons, built in Glasgow, very long 
for her breadth, and capable or steaming at a very high rate of .""". 

We went on board about midday on October Lth, but just as 
wo were about to start the war-steamer" Salak " came in, having 
a large prall in tow. 

"Another pirnto business," said Mr. Seitz, rubbing his hands. 
"The commander of the' Salak: Captain Van Hoorwnrden, is a 
lucky fellow. He is always getting some prize." 

" How is that? .. I interrupted. 
"His vessel only draws six foet," replied Seitz, "and he can 

pursue the pirates into most of the creeks that they can take 
refuge in . Besides, the pirate praU!~ are the objects of his most 
particular attention. Once yO\l draw blood, yeu know, or in other 
words take a prize, and pirate· hunting, like most other sporls, 
improves upon' aC4uaintance." . 

So we went ashore to hear result.s, and presently the com· 
mander came, and reported that he had twenty Solak slaves on 
board, with four pirates, the iatter safe in irona, while in the prall 
were twelve other slaves and the dealers. The last·named were, 
however, only" suspected," as they were furnished with papers 
from the Sultan of Boelongan. 
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This interlude, and an accidont the" Tiger" had meanwhile 
met with- breaking an anchor_chain and losing an anchor, and 
consequently getting fast on a mud-bank- caused us to postpone 
01.1)" departure till the next day. At seven a.m. we were under 
steam, and by noon we were out of the 4elta of the river, with its 
seventeen arms. 

• 
Bosides the Assistant' Resident" the company consisted of the 

Pallgcran Bnndabara, \'{ho knows 0.1\ tho people along the coast, 
with his djoroe tjoeli8, or secretary; Rajah Dadu of TidoCll, who 
lives at Sanga Sanga, not fur from Pelaroeng; and Mr. Seitz's 
preci8 writer, a young Chinaman. 

It was a treat to sec the soa again and watch tho changing 
panorama on shoro-a relid from the cverlasthlg foros~ of ~he 
interior ~o be able to gaze into ~he depths of the oooan, 

. 
" Dooply, darkly, beautifully blue," 

and peer specnlatingly' at the bidden things of beanty that lay 
beneath its snrface. Some of these would reveal themselves as 
the darkness came on. Then could be seen myriads of medusoo, 
discharging flashes of light like lllcwors in the ocean; or a train 
of dim white phosphorescence-a luminous glow- gliding in 
serpentine movements along the surface of the dark water, indi­
cating the presence of incalculable hosts of infusoria, too minute 
for human eye 'to detect. 'l'he gorgeous effects of sunrise and 
sunset, when ocean and sky were painted in manifold delicate 
tint s; the paler and calmer glory of the moon, casting her silvery 
light over tllC dancing waters; followed by the heavenly host of 
stars, shining like little suns in anot.her ocean of bille, and 
illumining with their brilliant rays the dark waves beneatll,-these 
afforded such scenes as, once viewed amid the surroundings of a 
tropical panorama of sea and land, could never be forgotten . 

Once a, flying fish fell on board, but was devoured by the agile 
and ubiquitous cat before it could be subjected to more scientific 
dissection. On tbe 7th October we saw a large waterspout, several 
miles off, going towards Celebes, in tho direction of which heavy 
rain was falling, and the sky wa~ vr~ry hazy, though it was quite 
fine and clear where we were. 
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At ten a,m. on the 8th October, the-weather fine, and no land 
in sight, the man on the look-out suddenly cried,-

"Badjaks!" (Piraws). 
Tho possibility of encountering pirates had never entered our 

heads, and Mr. Seitz at once inquired if the captain had arms on 
board. 'l'he lattedn reply poiuted to fo ur brass cannons, of last 
century pattern,-

"All in disorder, except one, which is used for saluting;' 
said ho. 

W 0 went into the cabin, and found half a. dozen Snider rifles : 
but where were the cartridges? 

"I left tllOm at Samal'inda," said the Pangeran Baudahara, with 
a rueful expression of countenance and an expletive that will not 
bear translating. 

Mr. Seil.z began to be uneasy, and we were discnssing wllether 
we should show fight, firing tho saluting cannon to prove that 
we had heavy guns on board, or display that" bettor part of 
valour" called" discretion," by returning, wben the captain 
carefully scrutinized the badjal~ through bis telescope, and they 
turned out to be two harmless nipa palms, floating on the water. 

After the excitement had passed off, some of the crew amused 
themselves with fishing: there was not much sport, but expecta­
tion was aroused presently when one of them called out" Dappat 
ikkam f" (Caugbt a. fish). He hauled in 1)is copper line with 
care, but pleased anticipation gave way to disappointment when 
he found his" fish" was nothing but a piece of nipa stem. After 
theso experiences the word uipa came to be regarded as synony_ 
mous with deception. 

At six p.m. we ancbored a quarter of a mile off Pulo Tarakan, 
cr Tarakan Island, in seven fathoms of water ; and lay there f~r 
the night. . 

The next day the captain, engineer, and I went ashore, and 
found, skirting the coast for a depth of lEJO feet, a thick belt of 
casnarinas, behind which was dense forest. The roots of the 
casuarinas were partly uncovered, and of~n formed curiously 
tangled masses, more or less covered with nerita, while in the 
orevices were numerous murices, con/hium, and 1"Hl88W. The 
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shore here is a tertiary coal formation, and tile Dutch war 
stca.nors have occasionally had rooOUI"1\e to the tertiary deposits at 
Tarnkan Island when short of coni, paying the Sultnn of Boelongan 
a royalty of eight guilders aton. Mr. Seitz, however, was anxious 
to form a regular stalion here, to be supplied with COal from tho 
mincs of tllC Sultan of Koetei at Pelaroeng, aud hill object in 
coming to tllC island was to arrange if possiblo with the natives 
for the establishment of such a dep6t, Hc accordingly summoned 
a. meeting of the chiefs on board the" Tiger" to discuss the 
subjcc~ 

'1'he inhabitants are chiefly natives of Solok, nnd Boogis from 
Celebes, some 300 in number, whose solo pretence at legi~imate 
trade is tllO collect.ion of a small quantity of gutta pcrcha of 
inferior quality. About twelve o'clock two praus came alongside, 
containing fifty or sixty rough.looking savages, armed to the teetb 
with all manner of weapons-mandaus, lances, flinf..lock guns, 
blowpipes, and arrows. Had they had any evil design they could 
have overpowered us, and murdered us ono and all. Mr. Seitz, 
howovor, took the precaution not to allow more than twenty to 
come on board at a timo. 

Tilo chiefs, termed by courtesy Pangerans and Rajahs, were 
dressed in slooyeless jackets or gay-coloured silk or cotton, faswncd 
with gold or gilt buttons, and with another dark-coloured cotton 
jacket underneath. Altor hearing the ASI!ilItont Resident's pre­
position, they said they were willing, on condition of receiving 
a fixed annual payment, to sign an agreement with the Resident 
to assist in tho erection of a coal store, and whenever a gun. 
boat called to help load her with the necessary supply of coal; 
b ut aft.er a couple of hou\""S' talk they said thoy could not decide 
at onco, and would come again to.morrow and finally settle 
mattors. 'Then they wore h.irly away from the vessel, Mr. 
Seitz relieved his feelings by taking, in good old Dutch fashion, 
a glass of gin-and-bitters, saying," I am glad the rogues havo 
gone!" 

In the evening, beforo sunsot, we mado a short oxellr~ion up the 
river; but it looked very uniuviting, both banks being lined with 
aquatio trees, and as darkneSJI was rapidly setting in tbe engineer 
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suggcstod a. strategic movement to tho rear, in caso 11'0 might 
eucounter a pirate's nost by going further. 

l'ho next day :Mr. Seitz awaited wiUI somo impati,mce tho 
promised visit of the Paugorans and Rajahs, and as they did not 
put in appearance by eleven o'clock he sent for them. An hOllr 
later they came, forty-two in all, still very suspicious, and better 
armed, I thought, than on the previous day; for, in addition to tho 
nativQ weapons, several or thcm had revolvers stuck in their 
waists. 1'hcy accounted for their sll.Spicion by saying that tho 
CommandoI' of the" Salak" had captured one ofthoir praus, sunk if. 
and hlken tho people on board to carry them beforo the Court of 
Justice at Baodjcrmasin, bccause thei r " pass" from the Sultan of 
Boelollgan was not exactly clear. Mr. Seiiz promised them that 
he would make inquiry, and, if their statement was correct, t hat 
their peoplo shouid immediately be restored to them. 

Still, no slltisfactol·y arrangoment could bo como to with the 
chiefs on the all_important matter of the coal depbt, and Mr. 
Soitz was obliged to send for the Sultan of Boclongan himself to 
como and decide tho question. Tho Rajah or 'l'idoen velun teered 
to fetch his Highness from Doelongan, a six hours' journey by 
prau; and early on tllC morning of the 12th October he returned, 
saying tlm~ t he Sultan was not at homo, having gone lip country 
to attend to his rice_fields, but his eldest son was following, and 
would be on board in a couple of hours. I ndeed, three praus 
could Illrcady be seen in lhe distance, lightly skimming the waVllS, 
and prep(LJ·ations were at ouell made to receive the distinguished 
savngc. Decks were cleaned, tho cabin put in oJ'der, bunting dis_ 
played, the Dutch flag hoistod over that of Koetei, and soon aftcr 
bl·eakfast t he Crown Prince of Boolonganwas on board,accompanied 
by his younger brother and a numerous suil.() of over sixty people, 
among whom wero t ll'O Hadjis, whose presence was indispensable 
at nny important meeting: I am bound tQ admit, in simplll truth, 
tllll.t the whole party prosonted a very unprepossessing appearanco. 
'l'lu:l Crown Prince, a man of between thirty and thirty-fivo years 
of ago, would have passed muster in any collection of coolies ill 
Sunday costume. W ith one eye he looked in tho direction of 
Boelongan, and with the other be gazed towards Celebes. Of 
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course he could not help it; but the absence of all amicable relations 
between his two eyes certainly detracted from any dignity with 
whioh I,is rank might otherwise have invested him. 

He was bardooted, but dressed in blMlk satin jacket ' and 
trousers, with gold buttons. His followors had rags of all colours 
on them, con~isting mostly of a pair of short Bocgis "trouser3." 
One individual had a cotton jacket, with English sovereigns for 
pnttons_ The exchange per pound sterling, especially for COiDS of 
the" Sydney Mint," was very high at Boelongan, fourteen and 
sometimes as much as fifteen florins being given for a sovereign, 
which is equal to 239. 4d. to 258. Tho coins are melted for 
manufacturing purposes. 

No sooner had th(l Boelongan people come on board than the 
Tarakan folks followed, so the little steamer was overcrowded. 
Mr. Seitz had an hour's conversation with them, but nothing could 
be arranged. l'hoy were still ombitterod over the eaptureJ prau 
affair, and no document was signed to-day, the natives asking 
time again to "consider." 

At low water I went out amongst the coral reefs to collect 
shells, taking half a. dozen men with me; but found few beyond 
the common but beautiful Gyzm.ea tigris. Tho sea-bottom is on.., 
vast ir!'()gular mass of coral, comprising many varieties. 

'the coral masses prcsentod a very beautiful appearance, their 
varied colours being rondercd doubly brilliant by the few inches of 
water, as clear as crystal, whicll covered them. Here and there 
wer() fissures and cre"ices holding deep pools, where scores of 
small fishes, crustaceans, and greedy sea-an(lmones, songht shelter. 
The ~oophytes wero of brilliant colour and enormous size, and woo 

• 
betide tho luckless shrimp that ventured within reach of their long 
tentacles, which tllCy spread out and waved unceasingly, ready to 
olose upon their heedless prey. I pu~ my fiuger several times in 
the centre of the larger actiniro, which grasped it firmly with their 
tentacles, leaving a stinging sensation like that produced by the 
touch of a nettlo. 

The third Jay of the negot iations on the coal depi'.>t business re­
sulted in a satisfactory arrangement being made with the Crown 
Prince of Boolongan, who paid 'us another visit witll his suite on 
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the 13th October, and informed Mr. Seila that the people were 
ready to accede to his torms. So tho agrcem0nt WIIS drawn up, 
and duly signed by tho Crown Prince. and the Pang-crans, and 
formally attested by the djOl·06 tjoelis . 

'1'ho next day we left 'l'arnkan for Batoe Tanagat, tho bouudary­
linc claimed by· the Dutch Government between their territory and 
that of the Sultan of Solok and Brunei. Soon after mid-day 
we came in sight of the coast of Borneo, tho natural features of 
whicl\ arc hero in striking conb-ast to the formation further south. 
I nstead of undnlating country or low hills, high mountains rise 
abruptly from the shoro, oovered from head to foot with grand 
primooval forest; while further inland is 8. chain of still loftier 
mountains, whose blue peaks are lost in the mist and clouds. 

Suddenly, again rang out the cry,­
" Badjaks ahead I" 
This time it was an unmistakable pirate.prau-no innocent nipa. 

palm-rowing rapidly wwards us and in the direction of Boo!ongan. 
The captain slackened speed, to give her the chanco of altering Iter 
courso ; but she put a bold face on the mattor, (lnd hoist.ed tho 
Dutch flag as she neared us, as a sign of her injured innocence. 
·We were no~ in a position to pursue her, being without arms or 
ammunition, or she might have fallen an easy prey w the 
superior speed of steam. 

" Besides," said my jovial friend Mr. Seitz, "she will be some-­
thing for the captain of the' Salak' by_and_by. The badjaks 
don't treuble us, so why should wc disturb thorn?" 

At four p.m. we arrived at Bntoe Tanagnt, where the Dutch 
war-vessel" Riouw" was lying at anchor, being stationed here to 
guard the interests of the Dutch Governmcut, who had a dispute 
with the Sultan of Solok and Brunei as to the boundaries of their 
respective territories. Tho Sultan had lately made a concession 
of part of his territory to Messrs. Dent, Overbeck, and Co., and 
the Dutch Government protested against the boundary_lino of the 
ceded district as having illcludcd sorne of their own territory . 

.As 11'0 approached we saluted the" Riouw," whose commandcr 
aent us a cordial invitation to dine with him, (loUd sloop on board 
that night. 
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A curious spectacle presented itself as we reached the deck of 
the " Riouw." There were no less than forty-sevon slaves, most 
of them women and children from Solok, besides tw,mty_two slave­
dealers und pirates from the sarno locality, all of whom had been 
captured during the past fortnight. Most of tho pirates were in 
irons; and tho captain showed us in his cabin a motley array of 
arms and ammunition, including g,I!IS, spears, and some splendid 
hisses or swords, muny of them inlaid with gold, which had been 
taken from them. 

"So," said Seitz, "yOIl don't leave all the prizes to be picked 
IIp by the' Salak.''' 

"No," replied the captain, "there are enough and to spare, 
witllOut our being jealous of each other. We can afford, even, w 
give the' Tiger' a chance now and tilen, though sllC belies ller 
name in the adroit manner in which she avoids a badjak when she 
meets one." 

Many were the anecdotes wid that night of the incidents of 
cvery-day life among the pirat.e nest.s of the Celebes Sea. A glance 
at the deck of the" Riouw," and the thoughts which the villainous 
gang and theil' victims huddlcd wgether there conjured up, con­
trasted strangely with the beauty of tlle natural scenery of wllich 
the vessel was the centre, and showed how tho fair face of Natnre 
was marred and hlurred by the hideousness of the deeds of dark­
ness performed by the miserable off-seourings of humanity, to 
whom the light of civilization and Christianity had not yet 
penetrated. 

No pirate prau crcssed our path as we steamed back on our 
return to Koetei across the blue Celebes Sea, and we reached 
'l'angaroeng without adventure on the evening of the 19th October . 

• 

• 
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CHAPTER IX. 

The Sultan', birU>o:by-G_, rupa ... ,mn-Fetchi"ll 1M guM" An Oriental 
luncheon rteipe-TriulIlVhll .~b_Th" Sultan" tbrooo- Betel-cl>ewing 
women_COnt .... t of EutO~an and: Orienlal cu,lom _ A royal b&"'lWlt- ,\ 
ballet ~an .. r-War.d8n~ .. _ A royal """,ptiau_The la<iiQl or ~ho haroom. 

TUE last ten days of OcOOoor were devoted to grcnt preparations 
for the festivit ies tlmt were to take place on the 28th of that 
month, in honour of the Sultan'a lw.rie toew<m buar,' or birthday, 
when his Highness would complete Jus forty- thi rd year. I was 
staying at the time on board tho" 1'iger," which my moored off the 
quay, opposiw the Kraton, or pal~e, and had ample opportunity 
of observing that prcpara.tions were being made upon a large 
scale for the great day. 1.'be whole population, not merely 
Malays, but a few Dysks as well, seemed to bo occupied in carry­
ing up to the palace great quantit ies of planks. rattan, attap, and 
other materials for the purpose of constructing a spaciou.s covered 
place which would serve as a" cru.sh_room." I had received, 
through Pangeran Band ahara, a special invitation to be present at 
the festivities ; and the day before Captain Andresen received orders 
to go down to Pelaroong and fetch the Assistant Hesident. Head 
winds and heavy rain-regular "Tiger" weather. as Captain 
Andresen called it.-----accompanied us; but we ran down in three aud 
a half hourg, and duly delivered onr message to Mr. Seitz. On the 
way bMk next morning we stopped at Samarinda. and picked up 
the fami ly of Mr. Moore; the only English merchant there. besides 
sixty or seventy sons of the CIllestial empire, and a number of 
the Boegis subjects of the Sultan. 

Here, too. we had to replenislt our commissariat. It is a custom 
that all passengcrs by the" 'L'iger" provide their own food , 

, Ha~if = day; tue ..... = y ..... ; liuar _ P"'-

" 
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whether specially invited or not. Fortunately we had an excellent 
caterer in Mr. Seitz, whose inclination towards good feeding was 
well known, while Mr. and Mrs. Aroore added to our table. The 
indispensable Dutch "gin-and-bitters" was served at eleven, 
which, like the Swedish" smorgosbord," acts as a stimulus to a 
good luncheon. Luncheon, or rice table, was 'ready at twelve, 
served in the excellent style for which the Dutch are so noted. 
Here is the receipt; first, take Oil your plate a portion of boiled 
rice; this is dry enough. in itself, but add to it the numerous odds 
and cnds which arc indispensable adjuncts to the table, such as a 
leg or piece of breast of a fowl, fried in cocoa-nut oil and cocoa­
nut crumbs, a boiled egg or two, a piece of fried pisang, a bit of 
beefsteak, a little fried fish, or some of tho stinking dried ones if 
you prefer them, a couple of the tiny red anchovies from Macassar, 
a gherkin or two, not omitting a couple of the o,plendid fried 
prawns: mix the whole composition together, and you have a 
dish which cannot be excelled for tlw tropics. After luncheon, as 
a matter of digestion, you make yourself kklter, to use a Dutch 
expression, or comfortable j that is, exchango your ordinary dress 
for a cotton jacket, and a pair of wide, gaily-printed cotton 
trousers, and enjoy a siest-a., for tile extreme heat during the 
middle of the day does not allow of any exercise. 

About three o'clock we arrived in sight of Tangaroeng. 'rhe 
town was evidently en jete. Flags were flying in all directions, 
and the people showed by their dress, as well as their movements, 
that they were taking a "holiday." Not that the mode of life 
among tho Malays necessitates any such recreation . 'l'heir daily 
llabits are those of a people to whom the idea of work is utterly 
distasteful, and it is difficult to say in what consists their ordinary 
"business." Still, to-day, there was no mistake about the sus­
pension of all labour. Pleasure was to reign sup,reme, and these 
naturally indolent people were evidently beut on making the best 
of the opportunity for indolence which the occasion presented. 

Not long after our arrival, Pangeran Bandahara came on board, 
and informed us in the name of the Sultan that his Highness 
would receive us at five o'clock. .Mr. Seitz attired himself in his 
uniform, but I had unfortunatclileft my dress clothes at Macassar, 
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- and had to appear in my ordinary blue sorgo travelling_suit. In 
order, however, to put on a little" gloss," I wore the ribbon 
of the order of St. Anna. 

Precisely at five we len tIle yacht and went to tIle palaco. Tho 
whole place was transformed. Tho path to the palace was entirely 
covered with White calico; on all sides were poles, with banners and 
streamers fiying in the wind; at the foot of the pier or landing_ 
pL'lce, and again opposite the cntr:mce to the palaeo, was a " gate 
of honour," built of bamboo, covered with red cloth, and decked 
with flags, and hearing numbers oflamps Wllich wore to be lighted 
up at nigllt. The display of flags was confined to the Dutch and 
Koetei colours; but so numerous woro these emblems that the 
whole stock of red, blue, yellow bunting a.nd cloth in the stores of 
the merchants at Samarinda was exhausted in order to supply_ 
them. I could hardly believe that this was the dirty" street" 
tb.rough which' l had so often pa..~sed ankle deep in mud. Over the 
inhabitant.<! a similar change had come. I nstead of half-naked, 
dir!.y, brown-skinned beings, there were numbers of men, and 
women, and children, all decently arrayed in their best clothes, of 
all colours, some of cotton, some of ~ilk, and often enriched with 
gold thread. 

Inside the palace the cbange from the every-day appearance 
of the place was no less remarkable. At the entrance we were 
received by eight Pangerans, all attired in richly embroidered 
unifcrms not unlike those of the Duteh residents in .Java. The 
native carpenters; whom I had been accustomed to see there, busy 
curving monuments of ironwood for the graves of the Sultan's 
family and household- the fat . tailed sheep running about at their 
sweet will-the old men and women slumber~ng in odd corners­
tho little girls selling kw€_kwe, a sort of native pastry-the 
groups of people. playing heads and tails, or discussing the virtues 
of their fighting cocks,-these were all gone, replaced by an 
orderly orowd of really well-dressed people, who had come to pay 
respeot to the Sultan and witness the " reoeption " of the various 
deputations that were to oomo to congratulate his Highuess. 'rhe 
heavy iron-wood pillars supporting the roof were entirely concealed 
in flags, while from the ceiling hung flags again. On the gallery 

n 2 
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facing the cntrance to the Pandoppo was writteD in large rod 
letters in Malay the motto, "Nany happy returns of the day to 
the Sultan of Koetei." Under this gallory was a raised platform, 
in the centre of whioh was a seat, overshn(lowed with a gilt oanopy 
borne on pillars, whioh latter again wero folded round with gay­
coloured flags . This was the Sultan's "throne~" on which the 
Sultan himself sat, ready to receive his subjects and visitors. He 
was dl"(lRsed in hussar unifonn---dark blue cloth with gold lace, 
exactly copied from the one worn by his ~[ajesty the King of the 
Netherlands; and Ms breast was adorned with the great gold 
:Medal of Merit, suspended from a heavy chain, and with the Dutch 
Order of the Lion. On his head he WOI"(l a shako or helmet of the 
old patt€rn, with a great plume of the tail feathers of the bird 
of Paradise. 

This uniform might have given a stranger the idea that the 
Sllltan commanded a cavalry regiment: whereas the only horse 
in the whole of Koetei was a small pony, the property of the Sultan, 
but certainly not a weight_carrier, and not yet brokcn in. The 
idea of such a hussar, mounted on such a steed, was intensely 
ludiorous. For the rest, the uniform suited him admirably. 

As we approached tbe daIS the Jayanese gamallaug, or band, 
pla.ycd a characteristic tune, and we were conducted by the Sulta.n 
to seats on either side of him, whence we had a good view 
of the whole scene. 'fho concourse gradually but quietly in­
creased, till there could not have been less thau a thousand people 
present. Suddenly there was a dead silence, .breken a few secouds 
later by the noise €If a salute of thirteen guns, fired en board the 
" Tiger." 

I was struck by tho fact that women were the predominating 
element in the multitude assembled inside the Pandoppo, and 
that they were mostly €lId. They were generally. dressed in rich­
coloured silk sarongs and juekcts, the hair neatly t,ied IIp behind 
in a knot and fastened with a diamond pin, or at least with a 
buueh €If fragran t flowers, chiefly tho unopened buds of beenga. 
melur (jasminum sambac) and boenga kananga (uvaria), very much 
like the English jasmine. Many of tho women had other strong­
scented flowers in wreaths round the head, 01' woven into the hair. 
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Most of tlwm wore diamond buttons in the ears. 'fhey all sat 
quiet as stone images, without moving or speaking, but all the 
time chewing botel-nut and sh'ih, each with her sirih box berOt\! 

her, as well as a spitting-box! In order to be well provided with 
these most necessary utensils for this event, the Sultan's jewellers 
and plumbers had been busy all thl'ough the month, making an 
additional stock of spittoons, both of silver and brass. I bad some 
time before had the pleasure of being shown by thc Sultan the 
proeess of moulding them, and wondered to what practical use he 
could put such a number as I saw in all stages of manufacture. 
Now it was clear to me why suoh a quantity was wanted. 

These people filled the body of th() halL Immediately below 
the plat£()rm stood ()!' sat all the offieials of Koetei, in thok 
respective uniforms-an endless number of mantries, secretaries, 
harbour-masters, inspectors of mines, reecivers an(l controllers of 
taxes, &0. All these wore uniforms laced with silver, to distinguish 
them from the princes, who had gold. 

Presently tbe tedium of sitting, staring and being stared at, 
was relieved by a couple of servants, dressed in black with gold 
lace, and wearing a rosette of rcd or yellow silk, bringing in 
lemonade, coffee, tea, and biscuits. Tho ladies preferred tea, and 
the Sultan, with his usual peliteness, himself supplied their wants, 
with the preliminary question in broken English, "Mcvrouw, 
you- take sugar and milk- milk sappie?" -" sappie" meaning 
cow, to distinguish the milk from tho tinned milk usually 
supplied. 

Some of the Sultan's plate, from his stock in his warehouses, 
had evidently been brongb~ ont for this occasion. Tbe tea and 
coffee services were entirely of silver, and there were three splendid 
biscuit boxes filled with cakes and other unconsidored trifles. The 
Sultan preferred iemonade, and would insist on opening the bottles 
himself, much to tho detriment of his white kid gloves. By-aud­
by the heat began to tell on those condemned, for ceremony's 
sake, to sit in heavy uniforms aud clothes unsuited to the climate. 
Great beads of perspiration formed on the brows of ladies and 
men alike. The Sultan, galant,uomo as he was- his natural 
politeness having gained considerably during a recent visit to 
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J ava.--ordcred ajar 1cangu. or call de Cologne (Iljer=water and 
wangu=sccntcd), and halldt-d it round to the ladies. 

'l'his oontrast, or rather commingling, of the refined l!abits of 
Western civilization with the ruder Oriental customs afforded a 

• 
vory striking pieture. Ailor sitting thero ono .hour in state-
rnlor and henoured guests partaking of Europ(lan refreshments 
in presence of the people, and his subjeets meanwhile indulging in 
the, to European eyes, rovolting practice of betel c1lewing-thc 
assembly broke up. Our party returned to tho" Tiger," whither 
half an hour later the Sultan followed liS, to person!!.lly invito us 
to dine with him atoigM o'elock. 

Wllll.t a pity tho Sultan has no European stell'ard, who could 
arrange Ilia magnificent silver scrviee to advantn.g(l, and lay a table 
properly, with taste and symmetry; and half-a.dozen well·trained 
waiters to serve during dinner J On Pangcrnn Sosro devolved 
the duty or seeing to the propcr conduct of the banquet. With a 
golden rosette on his breast aud stick ill lland he acted as master 
of the cercmonies, and gave the wait.ers instrnctions with tho 
stiek rigllt and left Il0W to serve. 

'1'he bill of fare opcned with a strong seup, followed by meat, 
pastry, nod tbem the Sultan's favourite dish, beefsteak-very 
tough! and asparagus with &Our sauce. 'l'he Sultan was par­
ticularly partial to this vegetable- which was not freshly grown 
in the country, by the way, but the tinnoo article_nd clrofully 
served the sticks himself by tll'OS and tl.JrlXlS. Bordeaux was 
provideil, snd the Sultan roquested that we should command any 
otller beverage. I suggeswd tllnt champagne was the most 
suitable drink for such all ooC;lsion. 

" It is true, it is true," Baid the Sultan. "I had qnite forgotten 
it. I have abundance of chests; ma~y d01.ens." Whcreupon his 
servants climbed quickly up a iadd(lr and brought .down a chest, 
and in a few minutes tho wine was foaming in our glasses. It 
was ooriainly, if tru~h be told, not of the best quality, but the 
necessary toasts were duly honoured in it, when, tho more important 
business of the dinner being over, the dessort was brought in . 

Later in ~he evening, to tile n9ise of the inqcssant gamalla.ng, 
the Sultan's prfmliin danulUe, a Javanese beauty, performed a fow 
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chal'1lctcristic dances, or plU ,tau-rather, a succession of poses 
accompanying them with a song, after which the Sultan retired. 

Outside, a few Dyaks wel'(l indulging in their dances and mimic 
combats, amid the applauso of the assembled Chinamen and 
Mala.ys. Thes\, 'Wel'(l kept up, with othor amuscmonts, till two 
o'clock iu the morning, the whole population making a night of it 
in a remarkably decorous manner. The usual gnmbling and cock. 
fighting were omitted to-night, for a wondor, and the people 
soomed to be on the tiptoe of expectation for the final act of the 
day's drama. 

Suddenly tlHJre Wru\ II. goneral hush as tho Sultan was seen to 
enter tho ~udicnce-ehamber again , and take his scat on the throne. 
'l'his time he was dressed in a Governor-General's uniform, and 
wore on his head the massive gold crown, weighing something 
like four pounds, and in shape not unlike the Papal mitre. 
Suspended round his nook glistened a huge diamond, 'as large as a 
pigeon's egg-the same porllll'ps which had been the innocent cause 
of so much difficulty on its first acquisition by the Sultan. With 
great dignity he seatcd himself under tho canopy on the throno. 
Immediately following him was his brother, tho Pnngeran Rato, 
who, tllis time act.ing as master of the ceremonies or marshal of the 
procession. carried a thick bamboo calle mounted with gold as a 
sign of authority. BOlVing to tIle Sultan he made a short speech 
offering his congrntulation~; to which tho Sultan replied. Then 
al1 the otbor Pangerana separately addressed their ruler, who 
agnin responded to each personally. Then tho doputation of 
Chineso morehants, with a. few Klings, arrayed in their picturesque 
garments of many colours; and after them thl! representatives of 
the Boegis, headed by their chief from Samarinda. These were 
followed by a number of Hadjis, headed by a handsome Herculean 
Sheik, who acted as spokesman and in a clear voice made a long 
speech invoking the blessings of Allah and tho Praphet on the bead 
of tllo Ruler of Kootci, and wishing him many happy years of life 
and power. 

Last. but not least, amid tbe miniaturo thunder of saluting 
guns, eame the ladies of the hareem, beaded by the Sultan's 
sister: all unveiled, and gorgeously al'l'ayed in rich apparel of 
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silk ami satin, and cloth of gold; with arms and necks laden 
wi th bracelets and neeklets studded with mllgnificent diamond8 
and other gems. They- numbered between rorty and fifty 
altogether, and were of variOIlS ages j some of the younger ladies 
wetO beauties whose presence would ha.ve graced any European 
assembly. With timid steps and downcast eycs,.glancing neither 
to the right nor to the left , they appl'OOched the throne, bowed 
slow\y. and passed out of sight to return once mOf6 to thei r 
seclusion. 

Thus ended the eventful day. The orderliness of the whole 
proceedings and the manner in which the festivities were conducted 
reflected the greate~t credit on aU concerned; the evidences 
of wealth which were produced by the people, as well as the 
Sultan and his court, were such as to excite tho surprise not 
only of myself but of the other European visitors. No one 
who bas soon Tangaroeng in its every-day aspect could believe 
that 8ucb 3 feast could be celebrated in such a manner in so 
miserable a place. 

• 
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CHAPTER X. 

Fin~neial a1Tilngctnont.-~fOTC dolo)'$- rnn~$$ of S.rinlan-K ichil- The con""i8-
$IIT;.t-The Sultan'. h.$ilation-I"8rooting tile big pm\1 - Tho 1.",\ in honour 
of the walking baby- A vi.it from Ra.jah Sinen- H""d·)ll1nlc," fra,to,nizing­
Driving Satan aW"y_ Pr«"""tina!iono_ At last-Porpoi~1)! in the river- Pulo 
Juboo-Plag"e of mosqui~_A boo colony- Mooam Kan,an_Medioine forthe 
riC6- Blood_thiNly visitom---Kotta Bangoon. 

IT was not till Sunday, the 2nd Novembor, 1879, that I was 
furnished with the" sinews of war" for my ovorland journey. 
On that day Mr. Seitz, the Assistant Resident at. PeJaroeng, with 
whom I was staying, received a communication opening the 
credit I had asked for; and I at once sent a messenger to the 
Sultan, who had so often told me that he would be ready when­
over I WIIS, saying that I should be prepared to start in seven 
days, and asking to be provided with one of his large praus, as 
these vessels were difficult to hire, either at Pelaroeng or at Tan_ 
garoeng, being generally used by their owners for trading purposes_ 

On the 7th November the Pangeran Bandahara came and told 
me that his royal master had seut his prau to fetch me, and was really 
going to accompany me on the journey. But Bandahara brought 
no written letter as I had asked, and I consequently felt doubtful 
whether the Sultan really knew his own mind in the matter. 
Besides, the Pangeran politely hinted that there WaS no hurry, as 
the servants of the Sultan's household were preparing for another 
slaamal or feast., this time- in honour of the fuct that the Pungeran 
Praboe's child had learnt to walk! Such an event could not be 
permitted 00 pass unnoticed. 

Meanwhile I informed my Java boys, Ali, Sariman, and Siden, 
that I had definitely resolved to travel overland to Bandjermasin. 
They had already heard of my intention, but the Malay~ had been 
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playing upon their fears and exaggerating tho dangers of the 
journey, and now they coolly asked permission to return to 
Socrabaija at the first opportunity. I replied that they must stay 
with me and fulfil thoir contract, espeoially as I could get no mon 
here in their place; besides, they wore all in my debt. But they 
complained of illness, and said they were not ~trong enough to 
stand tho fatigues of the journey. SidoD, it is true, had had 
occasional attacks of fever, but was easily put right with a few 
doses of quinine and castor oil, but the principal ailment from 
whicll both he and Ali were suffering was "home-sickness." 
Sariman had often told me what a "jolly place" Soerabaija was­
banja rami rami (plenty of pJe!lsures)-aod his companions were 
of the same opinion. Still Sariman WflS really very ill, having 
heen reduced to skin and bone in the unnealthy climate of Long 
VIr ai, and my conscience told me I ought Dot to take him with me, 
as I might lose him on the road; so I promised to let him go 
home. He could not sufficiently express his delight, and came 
forward te thank me, lying, Javanese fflshion, flat on his stomaoh, 
find crawling towards me, saying, Tal'ima ca8ri banja, Tocwan (very 
many thanks, sir). He was still more pleased when I paid his 
passage to Java, and gave him a. gratuity of thirteen guilders for 
his good conduet. 

Ali and Siden were inclined to desert. The former, a big lazy 
fellow, complained to the Assistant Resident, who simply referred 
him back to me; find after a bitchara he and Siden consented to 
keep to their bargain, on the condition that I would let them 
return home immediately on their arrival at Bandjermasin. This 
I naturally readily agL'Ced to do. 

As for my two Chinamen, they were courageous enough with 
their tongues, but that was all. Tan Ron Hijok, wllO was really 
a first.rate mandoer (foreman), said he had had enough of Dyak 
adventures, and was going to begin trading at Baridjer. But '.ran 
He Wat offered to rc_engage himself upon condition of receiving 
an advance in his wages, from twenty to twenty.five florins a 
month; and, as I had taught him to skin birds properly, and he 
was accustomed to my ways and was useful to me in various 
tltings, I agreed to bis terms. 
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In Sariman's plaoo I managed to engage a Java lad, Kiehil by 
name, who had lived many years in Koet.ei, and had before 
~ravened in tile interior, as servant. to Mr. Dahmen, late Resident a t 
Pelaroeng, who unfortunately died just beyond the borders of 
Koetei, in an att~mpt to mako the overland journey. Kichil said 
they hnd had banjo,. 80C1!a on the road, Il.lthough Dahmen had a. 
force of 1500 men with him ; and he represented the Tel'l'eh district 
as being espeeislly dll.ngeroui . 

When I first asked him if he would go witli me he did Dot think 
he was strong enough to undergo tho hardships of the journey 
again. He afterwards agreed to go, but asked higher wages than 
I had intended giving. Knowing, howover, that he wall. an honest 
lad, and WIl.8 acquainted with the country, I agieed to his terms, 
and 80 completed the list of my personal attendants. 

The next thing to engage my attention was the provision 
question. At Samal'inda I bought a large quantity of rice, 
enough, in case of emergency, to last three months for t\\'enty­
five men, also dried fish and lMnbock, the humble daily fare of the 
natives. For my personal use I bonght some tins of oxtail soup, 
salmon, preserved pca.s, jams, and Huntley and Palmer's biseuits, 
the average price asked for all the tinned provisions b~ing two 
shillings and sixpence per pound. 

Besides the provisions, I purchased a quantity of different sor ts 
of calico, braids, and tobacco, for presentation to my native 
friends, or enemies, in the interior. 

Thus provisioned, I took lca.ve of Mr. Seitr. on the morning of 
Sunday, November 9th . Ho shook me warmly by the haud, 
wishing rno goe<k ,-tis, but strongly urged, liS a sort of encourage­
ment, I euppose, that I should give up the expedition if the Sultan 
did not accompany mo. I had, however, full y made up my mind 
to undertako the journoy, Sultan or no Sultan; but, liS the general 
feeling sromed to be that the Sliltan'~ pre!enCe would afford a 
certain preJJtige and protection, I had requested ],lr. Seitr. to 
furnish me with a letter to his Uighness, rominding llim of his 
promise to the Goveroment that be would aCCOmpany the ex­
pedition. The impression that he would not go with me was 
strengthened when I reached Samnrinda, where .my kind friend 
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:Mr. Mooro told me his Highness had held soycral councils at 
Tangal'ocng, at which all the Pangerans and Mankies were present, 
and that the question of his journey ltad been decided in the 
nogat.lve. Instead of his company I was to haw a chiof as an 
escort. • 

Amid all these doubts and hesitations it was rufrcshing to heal' 
the clJecry tones in which Mr. and Mrs. Moore welcomed me to 
their houso, where they insisted on drinking " Success to the 
Expedition" in good olicquot, and aftorward~ speeding me on my 
way with a genuine English "Good-bye." I did not reach 
Tangarocng till midnight, so stayed on board the prau all night. 
Next morning, early, I landed, and mot tho Sultan on tIle rickety 
structure tllat did duty for a pier or landing-stage, and immediately 
put the question whetller he !'(lally meant to go, at the same time 
handing him nfr. Seit);' letter, which hc read carefully. 

"Belun tau; Imm kali" (" I don't know yet; perhaps "), was 
all the reply I could elicit. But, when I urged that he had had 
long enough to make up his mind, ho proposed that we should go 
and look at tI1C big prau which he was having constructed 
specially for the journey. 

It was a fine boat, nearly soventy feet long, hewn out of a 
single ironwood-tree, and fitted with raised bulwarks all round to 
increase its carrying capacity and stability. But neither cabin, 
nor seats for the crew, nor internal fittings of any kind, were yet 
visible. Still, this was an earnest of what the Sultan intended doing, 
and I plied nim vigorously with flattering remarks on his courage 
and power, told him how favourably the Dyaks at Long Wai had 
spoken of him, how proud Rajah Dinda had been to receive tlH~ 

mission about the emigrant Dyah, aud how anxious he was to 
promote tIle greatness and wealth of his master the Sultan. 
Whether as the result of theso soft words or uo~ I caunot say, 
but towards noon he had another great gathering of all his 
councillors and nobles, to discuss the knotty point; and a litti(l 
later he came to me, and said he had decided to go, fixing Wednes_ 
day, the 19th November, for our departure. He added that he 
was sending men in advance to huw people ready in the Interior, 
and let the natives know that we' were coming. 
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In ~he meantime tlH) Pangemn Sosro had kindly invited me to 
take up my quarters again in llis hOHse ; and on entering I found 
grent preparations going on for lIome important ceremony or 
foost, and discovered that the celebration of tllO slaamat in hOIlOur 
of the Pangcran. Praboo's child, ,vho had just 1cal1lt to "run on 
itg legs," was still going on. Tho next three days and nights 
were devoted to n sll'Coos~ion of festivities and semi-re ligious 
ceremonios. Cock_fighting occupied the early pnrt of the day. 
At ten o'clock numbers of Boegis Cflme to the open yaNI adjoining 
the palace, bringing tbeir pets witl l them. The Silltan's birds 
were ranged in rows in tbeir conical baskets, preparatory to 
taking part in the combats, and an open crowing competition 
begnn. Then enmc tllO battles and the betting, the Sultan 
carefully examining his own bil'ds, fitting on their spurs, and 
botting freely on the result. The first day over twenty-five birds 
were killed . On one occasion tho proceedings were varicd by a 
duel between two Dyaks, armed with sticks of rattan; each was 

provided with a wooden shield wrapped in tappa, ann padded on 
tho head, shoulden, and left artn with thick mats of bark; the 
IUionds were also similarly protected. 'rhe eontcst was continued at 
intervals throughout the day, and carried on with vigour and 
good temper, and afforded a. good idea of tho skill with whieh 
these savages usc tho mandau and shield in actual wa.r. 

At six o'clock aH play would ceaso, and the Sultan, like a good 
Moslem, would array himself in a. leng whito gown and go to 
prayer. Tben came the dinner-hour, to be foH owed again by tho 
usual cock-fightin/\, tournaments and gambling. 

Occasionally tho proceedings were enlivened by Illl "amok'" 
Boegis, spreading dismny through tho usually quiet town . Ono 
mgllt on 0 of theso cxcitable gentry killed no less than three men, 
and wounded fivo-others, before ho himself fell a. victim to a well­
directed blow from a. ma.ndau. The only informat.ion elicited by 
inquiry as to tho causo of the riot was that, as usual, a woman 
dispute (prampuan pre.l:ara) was at tho bottom of it. 

Ono morning I was agreeably surprised to sec myoId friend 
Rajah Sinon siiddenly appear at tho Palace: and still more so to 
find that hl3 was soon afterwards joined by a chief of the Long 
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Wallou tribe, the great rivals of tIle Long ",Vai people. There 
was some slight awkwardness between those representatives of so 
muny slumbering and smouldering tribal animosities; hut, like 
well-bred chiefs \\:hose enmity was rather political than personal, 
they displayed no signs of tho animosity which might be supposc(l 
to have animated their swarthy breasts. A battl~ royal between 
two snch combatants would have been a sight to soe! Rajah 
Sinon was certainly not so big as his brother Dinda, but lie was a 
well_proportioned specimen of humanity; while Ilis rival of Long 
Wahon would have turned the scale at sixteen stone at the very 
leastr-see his portrait in Plate lO-and no superfluous fat! all 
solid muscle! 

r took the opportunity of bringing the two men wgether as 
often as I could, and spoke to them of the advantage of throwing 
open their country to trade, instead of keeping it closed by tribal 
animosities and head_hunting customs. Taking Sin(m's llll,nd, I 
placed it in that of the other. 

"You must make friends!" I said (moesti bikkin 8obal). 
They looked awkwardly at each other, not knowing llOW to act, 

d,en silently dropped eacl, other's hands. 
"You must not get heads," I continued (tida bode dappa/ 

lmp«la); but a doubtful smile was .all the reply I could get w my 
proposition. 

'I'he night.~ of the 17th, 18th and 19th of November were 
devoted to "rami rami" of more than ordinary siguifieauoo, of 
which the covered court outside the Sultan's private room was the 
scene. From the middle of the attap roof was suspended a hugo 
bundle of long grass, reaching to the ground, round whioh 
danced four Dyaks, arrayed, as a1Jtors, in a special sal'Ong. made 
of blue cloth, UpOll whioh wero sewn stars, and figures of deer, 
made of white and rcd clotll; on tl,eir heads. they wore a. 
sort of coronet, made of rcd cloth, with strings of beads and bells 
hangiug down. As they danced round t.his bundle of grass they 
sang to a musical accompaniment performed by a group of Malays 
sitting on the ground. After dancing a littlo while the four 
actors turued round and round a great. number of times, enough 
to make any ordinary mortal giddy. When tired of this gyrawry 
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C/ur.sillg Satall Away. , " 
movement they sat down on a swinging seat-a long fiat board 
with the ends carved to represent the head and tail of a crocodile 
-that hung from the roof. Having rested here for a time, they 
walked up to a sort of altar ereded ncar th(l centre of the ground, 
on which wero placcd banana and maize leavcs and grass, laid in 
different patterns, and ornamented with a few Chinese vases. After , 
walking round this strneture several times they went dewn on hands 
and knees, making a grunting noise, and crept around it as if 
seeking for something. On inquiring what this something was 
I was told it was Satan that the mell were looking for. N~dless 

to say they caught him, or at least found him and drove him 
away to their eomplete satisfaction. 

This episode satisfactorily terminated, three hideous ' old 
womeD, dressed in red cloth sarongs, faded from frequent use, 
were brought in with great pomp, carried on the shoulders of 
Malays, and toek their seats amidst great silence on the large 
swinging bench in front of t.he altar. Not a sound escaped 
the great crowd, who regarded the business as most serious. 
The old women then began to swing themselves, and, whethcr 
owiug to the heat or to give themgelve~ an air of affedation, they 
kept fanning themselves with a Chill€se paper fan . At miduight 
shots were fired from a number of guns, amid the shouts and cries 
of the population. 

This ,ceremony was repeated on three niglJts, witll a slight 
addition to the programme on the second evening. Besides the 
three old women there were three younger ones, and all the six 
were furnished with a bow and arrow, at the end of which were 
fastened from one to sill: wall: lights. These fiery arrows were 
each shot several times against the altar, the lights of course being 
extinguished eaeh time. The object of this was to drive Satan 
away. One of the young damsels was particularly bashful, and 
amused the crowd very much, creating roars of laughter and 
some hissing by running past each time her turn came to shoot 
without trying to drive the devil away. 

The entertainment was sufficiently diverting for one night, but 
the proceedings after midnight, when the" rami rami" consisted 
cbieflyof shouting and nring of guns, were of little interest; and, if 
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Satan was frightened away as effectually as sJeep during ~hos(l 

three nights, the people of Tangaroeng had 110 cause to complain of 
tI,e success of tlleir religious exercises. 

The Sultan and all his court tried to deceive me into the idea 
that the proceedings were merely a token of respect to their ruler 
(ka.punan or hormat, i . e. respect or llomage). But from various 
sources I gathered that the business was really the remnant of the 
pagan practice of "driving Satan away" -a practice which the 
Sultan was ashamed to admit was countenanced in his own palace, 
and which he mude beliovc to be merely a popular demonstration 
of respect to himself. 

The third day of these ceremonies was the appointed day for 
my dcpm·ture from Tangaroeng, and I called upon his Highness 
iu the morning to again point out to him the necessity for st-arting 
without further delay, or at least giving me a prau and letting me 
proceed alone. He listened to me attentively, and, again repeating 
his regular promise that ho would be ready in a. day or two, said 
he was really spoaking in earnest this time. As he uttered these 
words the Pangeran Kartasari came in, and received his mast.er's 
orders to proceed at once in advance as far as Moeara Pshou to 
make preparations for our journey, and have praus ready on the 
Lawa, and make a path in the forest. This was only a. minute's 
conversation. Kartasari kissed the Sultan's hand, and, with a 
$laamat jalwn from his Highuess' lips, was off. 

In tIle evening, after the performance of the two previous nights 
had been repeawd, tho ceremony of sprinkling the old women who 
llad acted with the sacred water from a sman river ncar Sanga 
Sanga, the former capital of Koetei, took place. All sorts of 
llealing preperties were attributed to this water. By noon on the 
following day Satan had been satisfactorily driven away, and the 
slaamat was finished with two salutes of seven gur.s each, and a 
public dinncr of rice and sugar_water. 

Now that this feast was over I was determined to brook no 
further delay, lest another slaamat should intervene and postpone 
our departure again. The Su1t:!.ll this time promised to start Oil 

Sunday, the 23rd Novomber, but. I said I could wait no longer: I 
must go to-morrow. 
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"Sikamandrie cannot start for three days," replied the Sultan, 
"as he is pulting in order the graves of my family." Now Sika · 
mandrie was the very Pangeran whom J wished above all others 
to accompany roe, as I had been informed that he had great in­
fluence on the Teweh and in the Doesoen distriet. 1'he Sultan tried 
to induee me to give up the plan of the oveL"Jand journey, pointing 
out its dangers, with the oft_repeated story of the treaehery of the 
Dyaks, who even in his o\;,-n country were addicted to poisoning 
strangers. I told his Highness however many dangers there were, 
an attempt at least must be made, even if a retreat were tl!() result; 
and he finally consented to my leaving to·morrow with Pangeran 
Sokmaviro, adding that ho would himself follow in a few days. 

At last the day arrived for leaving 1'angaroeng- promises 
turned into reality. On going down to the river carlyon the 
morning of the 21st November, I saw a large white painted 
canoe lying in tbo water, the crew busy making a thatch roof as 
a protection against tIle glaring heat of the sun. I n the middle 
wasalittle:eabio, nine feet long, with jnst room enough for my 
mattress and one trunk. On the sides of this little cabin were 
pegs, upon which t.hree of my guns were laid, while my revolver 
and tIle splendid mandau (sword) presented to me by the Sultan 
hung on either side. Another prau was also in readiness for 
Sokmaviro, and a third to store the provisions in. The Sullan 
came down to the )·iver and saw me off, and witll his usual 
attontion asked wo if I was well stocked witb preserves, giving 
me, among other things, four loaves made by one of his wives. 
Among other presents I received was a plate of cakes from the 
Radem~o (wife of Pangeran Sosre), each in t.he shape of a letter, 
and forming the word" SJaamat" (success) . At noon I took leave 
of the Sultan and his sons, and tho word was given to start;-

"Souda klar:'-" Ada," replieq the crew, and we were off, 
my prau leading, with' a crew of nine men in charge of Mantrie 
Anga j then came tho prau laden with provisions; and Sokmuviro 
brought up the )·ear. Our prnus kept close in shore, to avoid the 
cnrrent ; and occasionally a native would quietly ask Di'nana 
(where or whither)? to which the crew, especially my Chinese 
servant, took delight in answering Gommissic pi99ie di BaJ/djer. , 
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About Sllnsct we arrived at P ulo Juboe, where we stayed the 
night ; but the mosquitoes were too ready for a change of diet, and 
SlJarcd sleep away as slIccessfully as the Satan hunters at Tanga. 
roeng. When daylight appeat'cd I saw four porpoises playing 
round the prau, swimming,in a cirole <Que behind the other. 
They were about seven or eight feet long, and played about for 
nearly half an hour, occasionally jumping out of the water, and 
squirting a little water from the blow-hole. The Malays said these 
animals were very common here. 

Amid heavy rain wo resumed our journey, and nothing of note 
occurred all day. Later we stopped for the night, and my crew 
begged &0 be allowed to light a fire on board the prall. to keep 
the mosquitoes away ; although we had fifty pounds of powder on 
board, I could not deny their request. I t rained hard all night, 
and the fire went out before morning, so that the men had no 
moans of cooking their breakfast, and had to wait till the sun 
appeared before they eeuld get any dry stieks for the purpose. 

Presently, as I was reading, Kiehil shouted loud to me, "Madoe 
tocwan; moosti liat" (Bees, sir; you must look). Opening the littl9 
skylight in the roof of the cabin I stood up, and saw a lofty tree 
closc to the rive)', not five yards from tho banks, covered with 
bees' -nests. I had never before seen such a congregation of nests. 
:My mcn counted ovcr fifty of them, all of an oblong shape, but of 
various sizes, as cvery one was in course of construction. '1'he 
smallest was little less than two feet in length. The stem and 
branches of the t ree, the trunk of which rose sixty or seventy feet 
from the ground beforo sending out a single branoh, wero C'overed; 
and as the bark of the tree was of an ash-grey colour, while the 
nests were dark brown, tho latter were very conspicuous. I saw 
many bees'-nosts lator on in the course of my journey, and tlH~y 

were all attaohed to trC(lS of an ash-grey colonr, and apparently 
belonging to the same species. While on this subject I may men­
tion, that the honey from the wild bees (Api's donata) is by no 
means so sweet in flavour as that from the honey_bees of Europe, 
and the wax seems to be of an inferior quality. 

PresenMy we passed several rice_fields, in which were a number 
of bamboo sticks stuck at· irregnla)' inwrvals over the cultivated 
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ground. On these sticks were tied bundlell of rICe, or leaves, or 
strips of cloth. On inquiring what Lilesc sticks meant, I was told 
they were ohat di paddi (medicine for the rice)~a charm, hung 
there to ensure the success of the crop.' At one p.m. we arrived 
at Moeara Kaman; Pangcn·an Sokmaviro, whom I had not seen 
since we left Tangaroeng, and tho other prau, soon followed. 
Our boats were fastened to a floating house, where ti\(\ llantrie (or 
eommand~r of the place) lived. lie asked me to enter his dwelling, 
meanwhile sending ono of lois boys to the other huts in search of 
a chair for me. 'fo my surprise he brought one-certainly a wreck 
of a chair, but it was a chango afwr the necessity of sitting so 
long cross-legged in native fashion, or lying full length ill tho 
canoe. A couple of thellantrie's wives were in tho room ;onoo£ 
them was lying on the bamboo floor giving her little infant breast, 
whilo a dozen other children divided themselves into groups 
and st-ared at me. In a corner of the room sat an old woman, 
probably the grandmamma, busy making one of tho huge eirel1lar 
straw hats, ornamented on the top with a stat' pattern in bead­
work. A felv roats, two mattresses, half a dozen brass rice trays, 
and fonr or five spittoons, formed all the furniture that the plaee 
could boast. 

A.1l night long wer6 we tormented by mosql1itoes. This time 
I had two .fires lighted on board my canoe, but, though there was 
smoke enough and to spare, tho mosquitoes hee(kd it not; they 
did not get a feast of white man's blood every day. The more I 
fought against the enemy the more reinforcements did he bring 
up. The incessant cries of my men, Allah 1ljamQ"-! Allah.1\iamo"-! 
were kept up all through the night in a sort of subdued chorus, 
accompanied at frequent intervals by a slap, as in despcration tile 
113nd was brou.s-ht vigoronsly down, first on one part of the body 
then on another, in the llOpe of thinning the ranks of the blood-

• 
thirsty insects, and alleviating the pain by setting I1p It counter_ 
irritation. If these bloodsuckers, I thought, are goiug to pursl1e 
ns in this manner night after night, it will bo best to give up all 
thoughts of tho overland joarney. How people would laugh to 
think tllat tho expedition had been turned back, not by head_ 

806 Pomaii, p. 230. 
, 2 
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hunting Dyaks, but by mosqllitoos I It rained heavily again 
all nigbt, snd the covered canoe seemed to givo shelter to the 
insects ; aud I was not sorry to lICe the first streaks of light 
breaking throngll the dark sky, and to give tho order to leave 
1[ooara Kaman, and, I fCl'Ycntly hoped, its plague of mosquitoes. 

For a loog distance the banks of the river wero quito uninhabited . 
.A. few whito herons might be seen on tlu:l banks, and small troops 
of sandpipers skimming along wherevor there was II sandy plot of 
ground, over which they could with difficulty be traced owing to 
tbe similarity of colour; while in tho trees we often ssw monkeys 
(Semnopilhtcut cri8~U&), which the Dyah CIlll Boohis, disturbed 
by tho paddling of the canoes, and rushing down to seek cover In 

the thicket. My mantric said there would be no houses before 
"'0 got noor Kotta Bangoen, so at nine a.m. I told my men to 
fasten the canoe to the shore in order to get our breakfast., and 
they IIOOn made a couple of fires in the forest and boiled their 
bamboo kettles of rice. So far my second journey up the 
Mahakknm had been over familiar ground. Soon after leaving 
MOCllra Kaman we passed through the strong eddy caused by 
tho inflow of ~ho TeMn, and then leaving that river to the right, 
and continuing Il. westorly COUl'SO up tho main stream, entered a 
district which was new to me. At two in tho afternoon we arrived 
at Kotta. Dangoen, a large village, with more than 1000 iuhabitants, 
all "Malays and Boegis. Many of the former are from Bandjel'­
masin. Tlwsc I class as "labouring" Malaj's. 

• 
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CHAPTER XI. 

A dead forest-Collecting gutta-peNh-Votivo laMpS-An ""oient Hi."doo ;0101_ 
Anival of the Sultan-A monkey.' paradite-A hunt in an aqualic forest_ 
A r(lmaTlcable biro_Unwilling roc:rUi!3_ThrQllgh tho lake rogion - Allo­
Swallowed by a CTOeOdile_N~tivc fruit garoetlll_ MOO3r81'ahou_ Curio,," mode 
of Jiihing-000king U,e fi.h-'J'ra.\o with the Drah. 

THE aspect of the country here is all flat forest . The late 
drought had roasted the trees to such an extent that, although 
tllis was tho rainy season, the forest in many parts, especially on 
the rigbt bank of the Mahakkam, consisted of trees with bare 
trunks and branches, more like an English landscape in early 
winter than the everlasting summer to which the eye is accus­
tomed in the tropics. 

Another result of the severe drought was seen in the scarcity 
of animal life. I made several trips into the forest, accompanied 
by Kichil and two native lads who knew the neighbourhood, but 
scarcely saw either feather or fur. Everything seemed to have 
heen killed or driven away by the drought. 

The houses are nearly all on the right bank of the river, built at 
long distances apart from eaeh other. I only saw three floating 
houses. These latter are very convenient, for if the owner, who 
is generally a .trader, wants to remove, he only unfastens the 
stout rattan rope by which his house is anchored to te1";rajilma, 

and glides down with his home, wives, children, fowls, aDd other 
pets, to any place he may solect further down tho stream. Suell 
a. house is seen in Plate 2. Thcre was a trader here who had 
come down from the interior in this way. For going up the 
river these floating structures are of no use, the CUITent being too 
strong. 
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More than a dozen trading praus from Samarinda were lying 
here, exchanging or selling their goods. 

A little rice is cultivated here, besides pisangs, sugar-cane, and 
maize. 8till the natives, as in all parts of the intl\rior, have 
barely food enough for their OWll consumption, and hardlyany_ 
thing could be bought save rice. Though- the river swarms with 
fish , none could be purchased here ; hut some of my men at once 
began to amuse themselves with angling. 01) the banks of the 
small rivers or streams falling here into the Mahakkam, thero is 
abundance of rattan, which the natives cut. They also collect 
beeswax and honey, as wpIl as gutta--peroha, or, as they call it 
here, "mallau," At Tangaroeng and Samarinda it is called 
gutta, whereas aU over the interior it is known by the name of 
mallau . 

When collecting .gutta, the Malays take a two or three days' 
journey into the forest. For fear of being murdered by the 
Dyaks, they go in parties, from twenty to thilty, for mutual pro· 
tection, and very often m"e accompanied or joined by friel\dly 
Dyaks. On two successive evenings after my arrivnl at Kotta 
Bangoen , I noticed afi.cr sunset a number of lights floating down 
the riYcr. Each lamp was made of LaIf a cocoa·nut shell, cootain­
ing some oil and a cane wick. I at nl"l:;t thought they were set 
afloat by bo)'3 playing; but seeing these tiny lights again on the 
tllird eYening, I inquired wbat. they were, and it was explained to 
me that they were a sort of vest-I'll lamp, set bUi'ning and floating 
down tIle riyer by tbewiyes of those Malays who were out collect­
ing mallau-a sort of charm to keep them safo and ensure success 
in their search. • 

During my stay her(', the PangCi"an Sokmaviro found ~ decent 
honse for mc, where I could slcep untroubled by mosquitoes. It 
belonged to au elderly Malay from Baudjermasin-a "hadji," 
who had performed the stipulated journey to 1"I1eccl'l," to worship at 
MolUlmmed's tomb. He ha? prepared a comfortable bed for me, 
consisting of a mattress laid on 'n IOlv seat in the corner of the 
rOOll, enclosed by n gaudy_coloured mosquito curtain, undel" 
wllich I could enjoy a night's rest, frec from aU insect plagues. 
In Plate 30 will be scen just such 'u bedstead. 
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Here I heard of the existence of a very fine bronze figure, repre· 
senting a Hindoo goddess, known by tIle name of" Dingaugi," 1 

which was in the possession of a. Dyak at Keham. I wanted 
to buy the idol , but the owner, who brought it most carefully 
wrapped up in· a cloth, would not sell it, and charged me ten florins 
for the privilege of making a sketch of it. The ears of the god. 
dess were pierced with large holes, the lobes hanging down liko 
those of the Dyaks. The owner said tho i(lol was made of stone, 
and I at first took it to be so, but on scratching it with a knife 
I found it was bronze. At the capture of Kotta Bangoen by the 
Bahou and Modang Dyaks, nearly 100 years ago, one foot of this 
image was broken by some of the ehiefS~wilfully, as is alleged~ 
and the tradition runs that the same people who were guilty of 
this aet of sacrilege died shortly afterwards. 

But Brahma and Vishnu are no longer known in Borneo . TIl[) 
religion of the Dyaks perhaps savours ,somowhat of the super. 
stitions of Brahminism; but among tho :ijalays, Allah is tho only 
true God, and his Prophet is 1(ohammed. 

Tho 25th November was a great holiday amongst the followers 
of Islam. lIy host----dressed in a long red silk robe reaching to 
I.he ground, with countless small buttons t.o match, an embroidered 
turban on his head, and holding in his left haud a kris and a string 
of beads-went at eight iu the morning, followed by a couple of 
slave boys, to the mosque to pray, 

Towards noon on the 28th No\'ember I was surprised to see 
the Pangeran Bandahara come up the river with a crew of fifteen 
men; and still more surprised when be to~d me that tho Sultan 
himself was following. A fmv hours Jater his Highness' prau 
came in sight, fiying the standard fore and aft, and followed by 
six other eanqes, containing a1t{)gether some 150 men . 'L'bo 
Sultan had with him, nq less thau six: wives, a number of fighting 
cocks, and other impedimeuta, showing that he, at least, did not 
intend to suffer ennl~i on the journey. He soon came to me, and 

. 
t 8ince my Tclum home I have found in "Oycn;i~ \'an hot Ilijk van J(ootei," a 

description of a.n ancient idol, said \Q 00 of s\Qno, and CIlUcd" Gcnoow"sie," w),ioh 
e~.c\ly corresl)(md, with the one above referred 10, and i. evidtlltJy the sarno Ih;llZ, 
with thc name spelt solllewhat diffcrently. 
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said that he would not have boon happy if he had loft me to go 
alone, relating over again all his former aceounts of the ferocity 
of the Dyaks. and tho necessity for adequate protection. He 
expected another 350 mlm to follow , as his present escort of 150 
was not sufficient, and until they arrived 'be would stay here and 
take me shooting and fishing. • 

The Sultan's arrival gave an unwonted appearance of animation 
to the village. Tho cI'Cm from the pralla all came ashore-an 
unprepossessing lot of Boegis and Malaya-and fo r the rest of 
that day busied themselves in cooking their meals, washing their 
scanty garments, and fialling-for they had to eke out their frugal 
rat ion of rice aud salt with whatever their luck or skill in fishing 
might bring them. Just before sunset the Sultan himself had a 
large net east into the r iver, but caught nothing. 

The ncxt day was devoted to a great hunt . P recisely at six 
o'clock, as the s un appeared nbove the horizon, we sla rted up tho 
river-five canoes and over sixty men. Our course lay up a 
nllrrow stream, called the Soongei, or River, Gn.drmg, which was 
ovorshadowed by lofty troos, whose thick folinge completelyex· 
c1uded tho sun's rays. It WI\S long before we anw bird or anim::!1, 
and no sound of animal lifo struck the car; but I was lost in 
admiration over the magnificent trees, and their beautiful varicty 
of foliage, lind the orchids and creepers with Wllich they were 
covered, regretting all the time Lhat I was no botanist, and that 
the true meaning of mneh thA.t I saw was lost upon me. 

Lofty trees wero (lammon, with a straigllt stem from sixty to 
eighty foot bigh before thro11'ing out a single branch or showing 
any ~ign of foliage. Endless climbers, twisted like 11: rope, hung 
from tree to tree, very often reaching the ground in eonf\lljed and 
tangled masses. Theso olimbers form a striking feature all over 
the tropics, hanging and seeming to creep and cluster together in 
snake. liko forms, resembling serpents all the more from the fact 
that often for many yards together no leaf or bud can be seen 
on tilo IIhining SmoOtll bl'own surface. Up in the forks of the 
trees wero numerous orchitis ; but, though this was the !l.owedng 
season, of the thOI\sands of orehids I saw as we rowed up the 
li ttle ri .... er only onc appeared with flowers, and thOse were so 
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minut-c as hardly to be noticed. Great ferns in prorusion spread 
out their large and va.riogatod leaves, growing lligh up in the 
deeply_furrowed stems or branchcs of the trees. 

At last tllC Sultan saw some bil"(ls in a lofty ~rco , and asked me 
to shoot at the same timc as himself. We both fired, and-missed! 
'I'he Sultan said his brother Pangeran Mankoe was a good shot, 
and bad excellent eyesigllt, and he invited him to come in our 
canoe. He has a. great respect for his hrother, and I believe to 
a. certain extent fears him; but, though he asked him scI'eral timllS 
to a scat beside him, Yankoe declined each time, bowing and 
puUing the palms of his hands togother; he would not feel com_ 
fortuble to sit on a lovol with his royal master and brother, and 
preferred sitting cross-legged on the bottom of his own oanoe. 
Our unsuccessful shots had frightened awa.y thc birds, and, as we 
saw no more for some time, breakfast was proposed as an agree_ 
able change. 

We had now paddled three miles up the river, and were enter_ 
ing the lake Gadang Morong, four miles long by two and a half 
milos wide. In the distance, in a south-westerly direction, eould 
be Been "Mount Tinjavao, said to be 1500 feot high . We paddled 
along the shores of the lake-or as near to the edge as possible. ror 
tbo luke may almost be said to have no shores. All round the trees 
stand out- in the water more than a hundred feet from terra jinna., 
sending down long aerial roots resembling mungroves. Paddling 
in this aqua.tic forest was out of the question; the Ma.lnys took hold 
of the roots and branches or t ho trees, and pulled or pushed tllO 

• canoes th rough them. Here we expected to gct birds. Several 
snake-darters and herons were seen, but the birds were shy; and 
the noise of the Malays, shouting and splashing as they hauled the 
five canoes th,rough tile watery maliC, frightened them out of 
rnnge. Our next mov9 was up a small crook, where Panwn-ans 
?l lunkoe and P raboe were so fortunate as to shoot a couple vI 
birds for me. They were sitting in a high tree, and as they fell 
Bovemiof the Sultan's mon at once jumped in the wnter and made 
thdr way into the dense forest,cutting tIle thickvegctatioll with [·heir 
mondaus. Ooe bird was recovered at once, but for along time tllC 
men searched for t he other in the direction ill which it had fallen, 
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when one of thorn called ou~" Tida ada.." (Have not got it). To 
this tho Sultan at once replied in a loud Yoioo, " Dappat moesti itoe 
hoeroeng" (You must find this bird). This had a startling effect on 
the men, and in a few minutes the bird was happily found, still 

• 
alive, and given up to me. 

• 
'£he body of tho bird was of a grcen-hL'lck, or "invisible green," 

colour; the head was covered by a sort of hood-not of feathers, 
but of Boshy Wnta('.los, of an orange-yellow hUE) ; while just behind 
tho eyo was a round patel" a little larger than the eyo itself, of 
dark olive_green stiff feathers, which tho bird could crect and 
depress at pleasure. 'l'heso formed a protection to the ear, at the 
same timo enabling the bird ,to employtothe fuUest extent its powers 
of hearing-a beautiful provision of nature, fitting the bird to live 
in the dark and thick forests , where the sense of hearing would be 
much more useful to it than that of sigllt, and where the chaucc 
of injury to tho oar would be far greater than in the open air. 
Round the tll,roat was a broad ring of brilliant vermillion, and 
the thighs were of a similar hue. 

As we were returning home down the Soengei Gadang OUI' 

attention was suddenly arrested by a large black snake with 
yellow spots, lying twisted round one of the overhanging brallChes, 
with his head downwards as if watching fer prey in the water. 
rangeran Yankoe bronght tho animal down with my twenty. bore 
gun as dead as a log. 

Near tbe mouth of the rivor we saw a large bjawa (crocodile) 
lJasking Jlimself in tbe sun; several guns were aimed at him, and 
the menster retiNd into the water. 

The next day or · two wero devoted to buying and preparing 
canoes for the cxpected contingent of Dyaks and Boegis who 
were to complete our force. On the 1st December two prans 
arrived from Tangaroeng with Boegis soldiers, \lnder the com· 
mand of four kapitans or captains, wearing as a' sign of authorit.y 
a detta·, or bead-dress, of red Boegis datil interwoven with silver, 
and armed with a very handsome kris. Still tho Dyaks of Long 
Wai and Long Waholl, who had been summoned to meet the 
Sultan, failed w put in an appearance; and none of the Malays in 
the village seemed any more wniing w obey orders w provide a 
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number of followers to accompauy the Sultan to the fronticr , 
ultlH:mgh outwardly professing the greatcs~ obedience. They 
complnined that not only weuld they not be paid for their services, 
but thoy would also Ilavo to provide themselves with food and all 
necessaries . I~ is llardly to be wondered at that they objected to 
such terms, especially as they did not pl'Ctcnd to conceal their 
fear of the Dyaks. Ono morning the Sulton and Crown Prince 
went away in two praus " recruiting" in tho noighbourhood, but 
the IX-'Ople somehow heard of thoir intentions, aud all-rocn, women, 
and children- ran away from their houscs into tho forest, wbore of 
course it would be useless to hunt after them. 

:Finding that my departuro from Tanga-roeng had been followed 
by such goed results in the speedy determination of the SUltan to 
follow me, I resolved to lea.ve Kotta Bangoon, snd trust to tho 
Sultan's coming nftc)' me in tho samc way. Besides his trouble 
with his recalcitrant snbject.s, tlu) Sultan had so many occupations 
-cock-fighting, cnterlsilling his ladies, holding bilclltll'as, and 
getting an occasional pikha, CI' rubbing u.own-an operation 
wllieh was performed by an old woman, said to be Nry clever in 
llcr profession-that the chances werB he miglit remain a~ Kotta 
Bilngocn for another month. So in company with Sokmaviro, 
Tomongoeng, and Bandahara, I determined to leave him, and try 
to t.a.ke a short cut to Mccarn Montai. Instead of followieg the 

,ever_winding ways of the Mahakkam, with its strong current 
against us, we pulled up a. side stream called the Ajocboenga, which 
flows throllglt a largo lake, Somajang. Emerging from the compara_ 
tively li(U'row stream into this largo sheet of water scemell like 
entering the ocean, so vast hy comparison did tho eJLpanse of water 
look. The heat here was intense, owing to the absence of tho 
friendly shelter of the trees. Lake Semajang is about fifteen miles 
long, amI is connocted by a. narrow channel or creek with another 
lake, llIa.lintang, about fi ve miles in length, into which another 
creek flows called Sambiliong, full of weeds and grass, and buried 
in a gloomy forest. 'l'his channel has only a foot Of eighteen 
inchc~ of water in it, and is so narrow and so overgrown with 
tl'CCS that there is barely room for a. canoe to pasa through, and 
not the slightcat chanco of turning. My canoe grounded twice, 



• 
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though drawing only a foot of water, and some of the crew had to 
get out, scramblc through the wilderness of wood, and drag her 
off again. 

l'ho seonery here was very picturesque,. though "scenery" is 
perhaps hardly the word to use, for yon can ooly seD a few feet in 
front of you; the winding stream turns and twists in all directions 
-hero so narrow as hardly to be navigable, there opening out as 
it sweeps to the 10ft or tho right, and giving a glimpse into tho 
heart of the forost-now overgrown with a mass of grass and reeds, 
now comparatively deep and eloal', affording with tbe varied vege­
tation a succession of changing views, limited in extent, but each 
a pieLuI'e in itself. 

Here I heard the voices of birds singing and whistling in greater 
numbc)·s than I had heard them in any part of Borneo, but .not a 
feathOl.' could be seen. All around us were the melodious and 
strange voices, but no songster came in sight. 'I.'he branches of 
the trees, which overhung the water like a rich canopy, wero 
covered with orehids, the colours of which were in splendid con· 
trast wilh the dim religious light which pervaded the place. For 
Lwo or three hours we struggled through this gloomy bugle of 
forest growth, till at last we again emerged on to the Mahakkam 
itself, and ascended the main stream till we came to the village 
ef Moeara ~Iontai, wherc a small stream of the same name enters 
the ]JIahakkam. Passing up this tributary wo camo to Lake 
'l'ambatoeng, wllenco OUf COUfse lay up another small ril'er called 
the .Allo, on which is a village of tho same name. Here 'l'omon­
gocng landed and went ill search of "lodgings to let." Tho 
best accommodation to be {oun(t was in a large house oeoupied by 
thrce or four· families, with a swarm of ohildrcn. One of these 
was only seven days old, and was as rcd as a boiled lobster, with 
abundance of hair ou its Lead. The good people hcro were Maln.ys, 
:!ond IlDd heard of the approach of the Sultan and the" CommissiG," 
but did not expect us so soon; but the women and cbildren soon 
stowed themsclves away in the smaller rooms, whilo the men set 
to work to make thc larf,'l.Jr apartment habitable for their guests. 
A petroleum case covered with a mat had to lieI've as a tublo and 
scat; but I had the unwonted luxury of a mosquito curtain. 
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To my surprise tho Sult.nn lind suite reaclled the village an hour 
or two after my arrival. III tile evening we went Ollt to shoot 
door, which were sllid to !xl plentiful in the neighbourhood. The 
country was, however, too full of water, and aU the successful 
hunting tlmt topk pIneo was on thc part of a crocodile, which took 
a fancy to ono of the Snltan 's dogs and devoured it. 

The inhabitants of tho village get their liYing by fislling. 'file 
lakes snd streams adjoining swarm with fish; and on tile plntfonn 
under every hou>w was a quantity of fish, dried and drying, and 
not particularly savoury, reminding me somewhat of tlle great 
fishing stations at the Lofoten Islands in Norway. In a southerly 
direction could be distilJctly seen tho bluo peak of Gocuong 
(Mount) Bratus, said to !xl the highest mountain in Koetei. At 
the foot of the mountain live a tribe of Dyaks, who, the Sultan 
told me, eat the excrement of animals, cspooially of the wild 
bull. 

At eight a.m. on tllo following morning I left Allo, descending 
the river, crossing Lake Tambntocng, and cntering Lake Djempang, 
which i~ connected with the former by II narrow channel. There 
are evident signs that these two lakes havo, within a vcry recent 
period, been one. The 'water is gradually drying ou~, tho shores 
being covered by vegetation and successive deposits of alluvial 
mud, till, at no distant date, the water will be replaced by dry 
lend. At present., tho Lake Djempang is about eighteen English 
miles in length, and six milOl> broad. I took a series of soundings, 
and found its depth varied greatly, from one to fifteen fathoms . 
Among the high grass on tho banks wandered numoors of white 
and groy herons, searching for frogs or insects, wllile on ~ho tree. 
top/! sat adjutants and snake·dartera, that flew away at our 
approach. 

Seven hours ifter leaving Allo I reached tlle extremity of the 
lake, and entered the small ri \'er Baroo, which eventually again 
connoots tho string of Jakes with the Mallakkam. Passing rapidly 
along this narrow shallow stream, my canoo had a narrow escape 
of being capsized, tho keol touching the submerged trunk of a 
tree, and half filling with water. Fortunately no real harm WlIS 
done, and, after stopping to clear away tbe hid don danger from 
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the path of those who were following us, we proccede,d on QUI' 

way. Here the banks showed signs of cultivation-fir~t a rice_ 
field or two, then large gardens of pine-apples (na,s), sllcceeded 
by sugar plilntntions and banana grounds. The pine-apples were 
especially delicious, and nowhere have I Msted sweeter and more 
juicy than those procured later at Moeara Pabon, (( village situated 
at the point where the river of the same name joins the Mahakkam, 
where we arrived about five p.m. This is the furthest advanced 
Malay settlement in Koetei. Beyond it is Dyak country, pure and 
simple. 

The houses at Moearn Pahou over a hundred in number, aro 
plaited bamboo structures, mostly built on rafts in the river, which 
is both wide and deep. On shore is a large misigit, or mosque, to 
whicll the few faithful are summoned to pmyer every morning by 
a large wooden drum, made of the broken stem of a tree, with a 
hide stretched over one end, giving a deep sonorous boom when 
struck. Sokmaviro found me a house o"n the rivcr close to this 
mosque, so I had the full "benefit of the solemn booming every 
morning, The Malays here farm !al"ge gardens of pisaogs, cocoa­
nuw, sugar-cane, and mai7.e; and the rivers yield abundanee of 
fish, ehicf amon'" whiell arc the silurus, so common el'erywhere, 

. Q 

and a flat fish exactly like a sole, very plentiful, and good 
eating. Many of the inhabitants get their lil·jng by fishing, the 
produce heing Bold here dried and smoked. lJ.. common way of 
preparing the fish is to sr:rape off the scales, cut the fish open 
along fhe back, remove the intestines, put a bamboo through the 
mouth and down the whole length of the fish, then tie a rattan 
round to keep it toge,.tber, and roast it ove"!' a firo, The natives 
lmve various ways of6shing-with nets, baskets, or hook and line; 
wllile fOl' very large fish they have a very curious devico, They 
make a rOllghly-carved wooden model of a bird, to the underpart 
of which is fastened a piece of thick string, about two inches long, 
with a hook attached; this bird is secured by a line round the 
neck and 3110\\'e(1 tc float on tho water, tho hook suspended 
beneath. It seems a very impracticable means of catching fish, but 
the natives told mc that they only use it wIlen the water is thick, 
and that thrm they rarely set -this odd kind of "night line" 
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without hooking a fish. The river horo is moro than ten loet 
deep. 

Theinhabitants do' a large trade witb tIle Dys ks, who come down 
with thoir produce-rattan, gut ta, and edible birds' -nests, and 
occasionally a couple of the preoious bezoar stones-to exchange or 
sell, for the Dysks are beginning to fanoy the Dntch silvcr,.ingit& 
(dollars). 

• 
• • 
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CHAPTER XIT. 

A IUbing and hunting )l*rly-D,u. r",,,, LonK BI~h_A dOpulalion r",,,, 11M:! 
TandjOOllg Dyab-M.n', ehig,lI>nl-A eannibo.l __ Wild war.dol>Cell_ 
FJAoorately bUooed wo'ncn-A eannibal pri .. tc .. _Tid_bitll or human aooh­
Taking Ih~ portrait or tho csnnibal chief-An unp""pou< .. ing physiognonly­
A gh.aotly gift-Ra<lcn ;\I .... Ihe gold noble. 

ON ~he day after my arrival T W3.ll surprised by Kiehn suddenly 
coming iuL!I my room and announcing the coming of the Sult.an, 
who had informed us of his inten~ion to stay a few days at Allo. 
On my 3.llking the reason for the sudden change of mind, he made 
"!! expressive grimace, nnd said the smell of the fish there was 
intolerable. lIe wa.s immediately visited by dopututious of tho 
various kapala~ and lna1,ll'itt in tile ueigllhourllood, who brought 
with them evol'y afternoon presents of fruit, egg!!, &e. One fine 
anernoon a doreu of tho principal ladies came to pay hormat, and 
it was rumoured that his Higlmess was to select an addition to his 
harcem. ElICh one carried n brass plato or bowl, coI'ercd with a 
wl,ite cloth, the contents of which they seemed to guard jealously 
from public gaze, though on inquiry I was informed tllCY contained 
nothing but dce, eggs, or honoy. 

Early in the aft.crnoon of the 9th November the Sultan and I 
went fishing and shooHng up a small t ributary of the "Mahakkam 
callod UIO Djintang, which flOII'S from a lako of the same name. 
The stream, like all the rivers in Koetei, goes in ever.winding 
ways, a.nd tim banks arc lined with magnificent forest vegetation, 
which prevented OUT shooting either birds or animals. It is easy 
to shoot, but not so easy to recover the game. The Sultan's huuter 
wounded a. long-nosed monkey. which fdl with a orash from the 
trooj UlrcO 01' four of our men hurned up to seoure it, but tho 
beast had st~ngth enough to get alVay and disnppc3r. When we 
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• 
came to the lake the Sultan proposed to tl'Y our luck at fishing. 
As the sun with fiery colours gradually sank below the horiwll, 
tho Sultan directed all tho boats to form a circle, alld at a given 
signal from his Highness, who stood in the bow of his ennoo 
holding a net in his hands, all tho nots were thrown out simul_ 
taneously. This was repeated three or four times, but without flny 
success. It was too lato in tho day for fishing, as tho fishes in 
these lake regions retire beforo sunset to the shot'll, remaining all 
night amongst the great masses of high aquatio grass. The 
Sultan then ordered an immensely long but narrow not, several 
hundred feet in length, to be sot some twenty feot from the shore, 
and a caDoe with a crew remained all night to keep watc1l, return. 
ing tbe following morning with a rich harvest of fish. 

On our return from fishing we found a great numbel' of Long­
bIeh Dyaks of the Modang t ribe had arriveu to escort us over the 
frontier, and were moorod on the opposite side of the river to tllat 
on which our pl-aUS lay. Their chief came at once to tho Sultan to 
ask for somo rico, which was given to thorn, and in a fow miuutes 
their fires wero blar.ing on the bank. I went across the river the 
next day to convcrso with thcm. The canoes were apparently 
very old anu in want of repair, and the gonoral appearance of the 
people, and all their accoutrements, indieated a ~tate of pOverty 
compared with that of other tribes, Tho chief's prau hau a squarc 
bow, with a painted figm'e-hell,d of a death's head, The chief "\ 
himself wore a jacket of leopard-skin, or rather the simple skin of 
the leop~rd, with a hole cut in the neck, through which hc passeu 
his head, while the head of the skin hung 01'01' his ohest and 
the rnll,in portion of tllC skin cO~'ered the shoulders and back, the 
tail a.lmost touebing the grounu. On the h<)aJ of the skin, rounu 
the cdge and inside, were fastened a few conical shells and a largo 
sb<)ll of mo~bcr·o' .pead (Meleag-rina.) His head-dress was equally 
characteristic; it was a: conical cap, made from a monkey_skin, 
with a piece of metal sheathing fastened on the front, and a few 
rhinoceros feathers stuck in the top, Round his neck he wore 
several strings of beads. A portable scat of plaited rattan, fastened 
behind to a tjawat, completed his outfit. 

The chief spoke a little Malay, and ask<)d me a number of quos· , 
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t,ious. Why did I want to go this long way to Bnndjormasin, when 
there was ajallan apie (3" firc-road,"i. e. a slcamsliip)? What 
was I going to do with the drawings I made? Why did I ask so 
many questions about his people and other tribes? I explained to 
him, by means of an illustrated book I' happened to have by me, 
that I was wr'iting about the natives of Koetei, tmd so on; and he 
seemed quite ready to answer my questions, provided I gave 
satisfactory roplies to his, which was not always a very easy task. 

His people seemed a fine, well·built, muscular lot of men. Very 
few of them had any tattoo marks, and the holes in their cars wcro 
much smaller than those cultivated by their neigllbours of Long 
·Wai. 'l'he only ornaments they wore were bead necklaces; but they 
all carried a number of IMnbatongs attachcd to iho mandau girdle. 
'fho mandaus were in all cases perfectly plain, without ornamenta­
t ion of any kind, either on blade, handlc, or sheath. 

In the cabins of all the canoes were strewn a number of caps 
and juckets of various materials. The jackets were mostly sleeve­
less, made of vory tl lick cloth, and padded with cotton wool, as a. 
protection against sword-cuts and poisoned arrows; others were of 
bear_skin, or monkey_skin (Nasalis latvalus), or goat_skin, while 

. a fcw werc mado of the bark of a tree, with 1\ little embroidery 
stitched on. 

Detachments from another tribe, the Tandjoeng Dyaks, also 
came to pay their respects to the Sultan. 'fhere were representa­
tives of two branches of this tribe, from Bantang and from 
Bocnjoet. They are not so musc.ular and tall as ' the Dyaks in the 
north of Koetei, but rathe» sligMly built. They do not tattoo as 
a rule. I only found onc with a + on his arm. They make only 
small holes in their cars, very often wearing no ornaments in 
them (see Pla~e 21, Fig. 3), but they all weal' necklaces, mostly a 
string of beans, called Boa kalong. Iobserved onc with a curious 
necklace composed of rcd beads and the tceUI of a species of bat, 
set alternately, anil producing a pretty effect, tho wllite teetb 
contrasting well with the vermilion beads. .From tIle necklace, 
wrapped in a picco of dirty red flanncl, hlmg a talisman. I was 
very anxious t.o pur'chase this necklace. I could not mako my 
wi~hes understood by gigns, or else tI,e mon was pervcrse find 
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would not part with it, and none' of my men could understand the 
dialed, so I took him to thc Sultan-who by tho way seems to be 
acquainwd with all the languages and dialects spohn in Koctei, 
and they are numerous enough, except that of the Orang Poonan­
and explained what I wanted. His Highness spoke a fcw words 
to- the Dyak, who agreed to let me have the necklace, but only on 
the condit ion that he kopt the talisman; he could on no acconnt 
part with that. _ He took the necklace off and began to unfold the 

~I ittle piece of flannel, handling his charm as carefully as ifit was a 
precious stone, or at least a bezoar. -When he at last hesitatingly 
held it in his hand for me to see, it prove(l to be only a tiny piece 
of yellow wood. I gave in exehange for tllC necklace thrce yards of 
blue cloth. 

All these Dyaks wore thoir hair in a Ycry becoming fashion, re­
minding me much of some of the so-called chignons in fashiQn 
among the ladies some years ago in ·Europc. The hair is cnt short 
below the occiput, while on the crown it is allowed to grow to a 

. great length, sometimes reaching to the knees. 'i'his long hair is 
rolled up in chignon fashion (sce Plate 21, Fig. 3) and fa stened 
by- a sort of head-covering made of 'bark, resembling the New 
Zealand tappa.. 'l'his is the only instanCe in which I saw t1.is 
material dyed----co\oured red, blue, or yellow. The tjaJlljoct or 
tjawat is mostly of the same material , being preferred to cloth, as 
being more durable. 

I was struck by the fact that none of the mandaus worn by these 
w<,n, again, wero OrlJamented, all being perfectly plain. 'l'hoyoften 
begged for tobacco, and one day I let them tasto a drop of brandy, 
which they did not like. 1 was told that among the Tandjoeng 
Dyaks there are only IJ. conplo of houses in each village, but so large 
as to contain between them tho whole populrttion of 400 to 500. 

At Moeara. Pabou I had expected to meet a party of the mnch_ 
dreaded Tring Dyaks, a' branch of tho Bahou tribe, having sent a. 
messenger from KoUa Bangoen with no request that the Rajall 
wOllld meet me hO"l'e with a number of men and women of his 
tribe. I had taken the prccaution to send a. prescnt of a I)icol 
of rice and some fish in proof of my friendly intentions, and pro_ 
mised tlmt·, if the Cllief would allow mo to make a few sketches 
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of his people, he and they should be liberally rewarded. It was 
four days' journey from Rotta Bangoen to the Tring settlement, 
and I was not surprised to find on reaching MOCll.l'a PahoU: that none 
of them had arrive(t But 'when two o~ three days had elapsed 
and still no Trings appeared on the SCene, I determined to go my­
self to their kampong; but the Sultan and all tho people said it 
would not be saC", to do so: tho people were cannibals, and WOI'C 

hated as well as feared by all their neighbours, and they might 
possibly think that th", large fol'co which tllO Sultan had collect-ed 
here was brought together for the purpose of attacking them, 
especially as some of the assembled tribes were unfriendly to the 
Trings. I explained that I must sec them, having heard so much 
about their atrecities amI cannibalism. The Government would 
expect me to report upon theso savages ; and I should bo to blamo 
if I did not see them, both men and women. So the Sultan sent 
a canoe, with a roliablc man in charge, to request the 'rrings to 
put in an appearance. Four, five, six days passed, and still no 
'l'rings came, and, more strange, no canoe returned. 'V ere the 
crew killed and eatcn? The Sultan could not sit stilt under such 
a pos~ibility, and sont another large oanoe, weU armed, and in 
command of a Kapitan, wllo came back in three days, bringing- the 
first envoy witll him, and some forty 'rrings besides, including 
four wcmcn. 

The men seemed to exhibit in their bearing a strange mixture 
of shyness and suspicion. 'rhey woro a tjawat, or waist-cloth, of 
bark, and a head-covering of the same material. They were 
slightly tattooed- a small scroll on tllC arm or calf cf the leg; and 
they all had their ears pierced, and the holes enlarged, though only 
a few of them wore any ornament, generally a wooden cylinder, in 
the cars. I sketched one of the me~ in war-costume, bribing him 
with a couple of dollars to go through the war-dunce. Running 
round and round, stamping his feet heavily on the ground, shout. 
ing at the top of his voice, flourishing his mandau as if striking 
an imaginary foo, and- then guarding himself witll his shield, he 
gradually became sc excited and furicus in his movements, cheered 
on by the cries of his companions, that I was not sorry to think 
that I was not witnessing a pas de dell ;jJ. (See Plate 11 .) 
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The women were much more elaborately tattooed than the men, 
the whole of the thighs and the hands and feet being covered with 
blue patterns. Their dress consisted of a sort of petticoat, either 
of a blue or neutral tin t , fastened round the hips and reaching to 
the ankles, bordered at each end with a red piece of eloth. 1IIany 
of them wore round the waist several strings of large beads of a 
turquoise, dark blue, or ye!iow colour. These I found were highly 
prized, being very old (from tempo Melo), find no longer pro­
curable. Round their necks was also a profusion of bead~. Of 
head-coverings they wore two sorts, both of which are figured on 
Plates 13 and 14 ; the OM a conical hat, without a crown, covered 
with fine bead-work, and bound round tho cdges with a strip of red 
flannel; the other, merely a narrow band of red flannel, beaded at 
intervals in regular patterns, and fastened with a button behind. 

The lobes of tIle ears were pierced, sometimes in no less tIl an 
three places in .addition to the large central slit (see Plate 13), 
the principal holes being enormously eularged by the weighty 
tin rings hanging in them. The kapitan told me tlmt thesc people 
live in large houses several hundred feet long, but extremely dirty 
insido, and of a wretched appearancc outsido. The houses, he 
said, were literally full of skulls taken by the tl·ibes in their head­
hunting oJ<:peditions. I noticed that the other Dyak tribes did not go 
noar tIle l'rings during their stay at Moeara Pahou, not disguising 
their fear of them, and their disgus~ at their cannibal practices. 

'fhese people speak quite a rlistinct language, anrl none of the 
Tangaroeng Malays could unrlerstand a word that they said; for_ 
tunately tho old Doegis kapitan who brought them could converse 
fluently with thorn, having lived some years amongst them as a 
sort of tax-offieer for the Sultan, and with his assistanoe I was 
enabled to obtain muoh information . Among the visitors was 
an old priestess, who gave iu!! details concerning the religious 
beliefs, &0., of the trinc. This information was elicited by the 
kapitan, and intel-Pfoted by him to a Malay writor, who took down 
the statements on tho spot. Those statements have since been 
translaterl for me, and aro c)ubodied in the ohapter Oil the religious 
rites of the Dyaks.' 

, See p. 220. 
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'1'his priestess allowed me to take her pOlirait, which is repro. 
duced io I'late 14. The most st riking featul'e is thc enormous 
length of the loops' fo,'med in the lobes of the ears, from which 
heavy tin rings ll"ere suspended, Sho allowed me to accurately 
mNlsure this monst.rous deformity; and the exact measuremcnt;.~ 
lO re given in p, 187, 

Next, tllC ahscnce of eyehrows will be noticed, The eyebrows are 
ei the,' ellti,.ely want.ing or very scanty in all the members of the 
tribe, who pull them out, censidering UHlir absence a mark of beauty, 

'L'he elaborate tllttooing on the thighs is also a striking feature. 
The shortness of the hair, again, is in contrast to the length to 

which the women of all the other tribes allow their hair to grow; 
and the eolour of th(l skin is slightly lighter t.han that prevailing 
among the Dyaks, the Orang Poonan alone excepted. 

This priestess in the course of conversation told me--holding 
out her hand- that the palms are considered the best eating. 
Then she pointed to the knee, and again to the forehead, using 
the Malay word bai, bai (good, good), eaeh time, to indioate that 
the brains, and the flesh on the knees of a human being, are also 
censidered delicacies by the members of her tribe, 

Hal'ing interviewed this priestess, I had the honour of an 
introduetion to the famous, or infamous, chief of the cannibal 
Dyaks, Sibuu :Mobang, whose portrait is gil'en in Plate 12. He 
came into my house one day, accompanied by his suite of two 
women and three men, and I hardly know whether llost or visitor 
felt the more uncomfortable, His porsonal appearanoe hore out 
the idea' I had formed of l,im by the reports I had heard ef his 
ferecity and the depravity Ot his nature; hut I was hardly prepared 
to 1500 such an utter incarnat.ion of 0.11 that is most repulsive and 
lJOrrihle in the human [Ol'm. 

As he entered my floating habitation lIe assumed a SOl't 
of air of hesitation, almost amounting to tremoling fear, which 
added to, ratll(lr than detracted from, the feelings of repulsion with 
which I viewed him, He stood for a moment or two, neither 
moving no,' speaking, watched me narrowly ,when I prot ended not 
to be looking at !Jim, and then sat down quietly a couple of yards 
from my feet. He is a man apparently about fifty years of age, 
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of yellov.>ish_brown colour, and a raUler sickly complexion. Hi~ 

cyes bave a wild animal expression, and around tbem arc dark 
lines, like shadows of crime. He is continually blinking Ilis eyes, 
n~)Ver letting them med those of lois interlocutor, as if his ' 
conscience diq. not allow "him to leok anyone straight in tIle 
face. His face is perfectly emaciated, every feature ~hrunken 
and distorted. The absence of teeth in the gums gives the 
bones an extra prommence. A few stiff black Imirs for a 
moustache, and a few straggling oncs on his chin, add to the 
weird look; his cars hang down low, pierced with large 
holes two inches in length. His right arm, on which he wears 
a tin bracelet, is paralyzed, and he is unable to open the right 
hand without ' the aSsistance of his left, lifting oach fingCl' 
separately, and closing them again with littlc lcss difficult,y. 
For this reason he wears his mandan on his right side, and 
the many victims that have fallen to this bloodthirsty wretch 
during the last few years he has deoapitated lelt_handed. At that 
very time, as he sat conversing with me through my interpreter, 
and I sketclled his portrait, he bad fresh upon his head the blood 
of no less than seventy victims, men women and children, whom 
he and his followers had just slaughtered, a.nd whose hands and 
brains he had eaten. 

He told me "his people did not eat human meat every day-that 
was a feast reserved for head.hunting expeditions; at other times 
their food consisted of the flesll of various animals and birds, rice, 
and wild fruits. For a whole year, however, they had had no rice, 
owing to the failure of tlle crops. When I heard this I told 
Kiehil to bring forward a large kettle of rice which was boiling, 
and to place it before my guests, together with some salt. The 
eagerness with which they ate the rice, rolling it first between their 
hands so as to form solid rolls, bore out tIle statement that tlley 
had lately been kept on very " short commons" indeed. 

The whole time he sat in my room Siban Mobang seemed very 
grave, and kept incessantly turning his head away from me, so tlw.t 
it was not difficult to get a portrait of him in profile. His grim 
visage, his still niore grim manner, made me wonder whether 

-he could ever laugh. The idea seemed horribly ludicrous ; I tried 
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however to get a smile on his countonance, but without 8ucce~s, 
until, when I had finished my sketch, 1 handed it to him to 
examine. He scrutinized it closely, then looked at me for the first 
time full in the face, and actually smiled, a ghas~ly grim smile, 
horribly suggestive of nightmare. He niade signs that he wished 
to keep the sketch, but I made him understaml that I could not 
let him havc it. I gavc him, however, various presents, and two 
dollars to each member of the party wl10m J had had tbe privilege 
of sketching, besides a picol of rice, some strings of beads, and 
twenty-four' yard~ of calico to divide between them. Sibau Mobang 
gave mo in rctu1'll two human crania, trophies of his head­
hunting excursions-oue that of a male, the other of a female, 
but both, as usual, wanting the lower jaw ; they were ·I· .. rapped 
up in pisang leaves, and are figured in Plate 22. He also with 
some reluctance gave me a kliau' (shield), of the ordinary soft 
wood, painted in grotesque patterns, and ornamented with tufts 
of human hair most iugcniously stuck on, similar to the one shown 
in Plate 11. Such a shield is considered a great treasure, being 
decorated with hair taken from humau victims. 

This cannibal, however, is uot the chief Rajah of the Tring Dyaks . 
Theil' nominal ruler is Raden Mas, achief who, at the instance of the 
Sultan, his sU1,erain, gavl\ up cannibalism in order to embrace the 
Mobammedan religion, and enjoy the advantage of a plurality of 
wives. He is very rich, very powerful, and very independent 
of the Sultan, who is obliged to humour him very much to 
keep him on good terms, and who, on t.he occasion of his sup­
posed conversion to Islam, gave him the title he now bolds of 
Raden :Mas ; Raden.=noble; Ma8 = gold. The latter term refel'3 
to the stores of gold-dust which he is reputed to possess, hidden 
away in his village. 

The Raden was invited to join the Sultan's suite and accompany 
llim to Bandjermasin. He has large eyes and prominent cheek­
bones, and tho unsightly long holes in the Jobes of the cars ; but 
his general appearance is by no moans repulsive. Dressed iu a 
neat cotton or silk jacket, with gold buttons, and a pair of short 
Boogis trousers, he was, compared with his second in command, 
Sibau Mobang, quite a gentleman. 
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CiiAPTER Xlli. 

r..eav'ng M00lI1'II P.hou-The viU.~ of Da .... -Native $tulp\.o'!'f-l);,meati .. t.d 
huffaloc8-Se!>rciLy of animal life-Ladi ... n~ tho be.th_r;~n"ning tI,e ra[lid~ 

_ A lofl.y vill.ge.-I.lIOg Puti_A Dyak Raj.h lying in .lat.-The count,.,. or 
the men .. ith "'it.-An j"""nnnient tail_An expedition in -.cit or the 
mi4Sing link-}fom .. pUll-A d_rtcd _ntry-Landing .\ Moca", Auan_ 
On the look.oul for a nigM .u.ck. 

E~RLY in tho morning of Monday, 15th December, my flee~ of 
five praus loft Moeara. Pahon, my boat leading, and the rest 
paddling in single file at short intervals behind. Shortly after 
noon I saw projecting beyond the linG of trres on the beach, at a 
curve in tho river, a tall post surmounted by a rudely carved 
figure-a sign that we were near a village which had distinguished 
itself in head-hunting. I expected to find a Ittrge acttJement, hut 
was surprised to see only three houses. As we approached, some 
women and children " SOllttled " up the ladders, while others 
peeped at us through the openings in the walls, as though they 
took us for enemies. This was the villo.ge of Dassa, inhabited by 
a settlemellt of the .Benoa Dyaks, as tbose tr ibes are called wbo 
dwell on the banks of the Moeara Pnhou and its tributaries. I 
landed with Kiehil, and at once went inte one of the houses, 
which were of the ordinary Dyak design. Tho inner walls wer(! 
ornamented outside with grotesque figures-some representing tbe 
inevitable alligator, in various positions ; another a man being 
Bwallowed by an alligator-a very common scene in real life in 
Koet.ei , and ono which would seem rather to encouro.ge a hatred 
than a reverence for these saurians among the inhabitants. I also 
noticed hanging on one of the walls three compressed balls of hir, 
of a brownish colour, which the chief told me had come from 
alligators-the indigestible remains of Borne prey, perhaps human I 
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Another of the clU'vings l'eprcsented a Dyak riding on an an imal 
meant for a bOAr ; wllile on a thiru wall was depicted a Dyak 
returning from a head-hunting tour, with a head in his ld~ hand. 
Further down the )'Qom wns hanging suspended against the wall a 
small model of a house, somewhat l'esembling a Noah's ark, from 
the door of which protruded a efirved serpcnt, which was repre_ 
sented to me as wing a valuable medicine for the stomadl. 

Round the houses was a cleared space, where for the first t ime 
in Koctei I saw several kQ1'~(I/U8 (huffaloes) grazing; surrounded, 
of course, by numberless litters of black pigs. 

Ha\'ing rested here and taken our meals, we continued our 
cruise, till we came about Runsct to ,3 solitary house, containing 
twenty inhabitants. Fastening our praus to the shore, we remained 
here for the night, the Dyab bringing out some rice and eggs on a 
tray, as a present for the Pangeran Sokmaviro. Sunrise again 
saw us paddling onward, the boats starting, as usual, with a spurt, 
or race, which died away fiYe miuutes afterwards, to be renewed 
at intervals of two or threo llonrs. There was nothing to relieve the ' 
monotony of the day's proceedings; a long.nosed monkey or two 
sitt ing on the top of 3 lofty tree were the only signs of animal life 
to be seen,' until at one p.m. we came to the junction with the 
long looked·for stream the Lawa,. Here there was a miserable 
settlement where two Malay traders had collected a great quantity 
of rattan on rafts. 

Here the Pangeran Sokmaviro sain he would stay a day to get a 
smaller prau, more suitable for ascending the small river with its 
many rapids; and fortunately he succeeded in bargaining with one 
of the Malay traders for a prau which, with a little repair, could 
enable him to continue. Still r decided to proceed, accompanied 
by the Pangcran 'l'omongoeng, and followed by one of the Sultan's 
kapitans and twelve Boegis soldiers. For . four hours we went 
up the gradually narrowing RiYel' Lawa without seeing a hut, 
when at five p.m. one of my men noticed a Dyak standing on 

, The D}ako living on the Moe.o .... Fi ho\! "h'O" told mO t},c,Y never <;.O.me aeros­
.nyanim"ls in the forosl except monk0J'" and bab , which wero abundant. Tho 
fonner arc eag¢']y hunted, both for Iheir flo;lt aud skin ••• .J.~ for the yul0a. Or 
'b<to.ar .ton~ found ooeMionally in~ide ; while !.he teeth of th& latter ~ .. worn •• 
talisman., and m.de into n(ICkl"",",. 
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a small ladde,', and two praus d,'awn up ou tho bank. My crew 
were anxious to sta.y here for the night, gil·iug the usual excuse 
that U,ero lI'e,'(I no more buts fo,' many milea to come; so I gave 
~he order to make (ast to the shore, This dOlLo, the men as usual 
immediately jumped with one accord into ti,e river for a swim. 

There was no appearance of a habitation, but I landed, and found 
standing in n maizc_field, and hidden from the "iver, a house 
ooniaining (our ft~milies, with nine childL'Gn. The people said 
they had not beeu settled here long j but they had already a fine 
field o( maille, some sugar_cane, and melons, growing a short 
distance from tho house. The men \Yere all ta.ttooed with a small 
mark .--.,,-.. , eithor on tbe forebead, the arm, or the leg. 

On retuMling to the boat I was followed by three of the men 
with their wives and six children. H was past six, their usual 
time for bathing and filling their hamboo-cane l'I'atcr-carriers. 
Pangeran Tomongoeng, like a good Mussuhnan, had spread his 
little carpet in the prau, und was engagcd in prayer, stooping every 
now and thon to kiss the mat on which he knelt . The nati\'e 
women, without taking the slightest notice or Olll' prose nee, walked 
straight down to tho riveI', und removing thoir scanty clothing 
deseendod into the l'I'ator, the two young wivos first, then an older 
woman, with a one_year.c;>ld baby on her back, and behind them 
the children nnd men. Each cnrried a long piece of bamboo, and 
after filling these with water, and performing thei r ablntions. 
they returned as they had come, quiotly und unconcernedly, to 
their home. 

Ne,;t morning we proceeded on our journey. The Lawa here 
Wall not more than seventy feet wide; and, as the oountry was 
billy on all sides, we looked forward to some difficult work pulling 
up stream. Shortly after eight wo overtook three small praus, 

• • 

each with four men of .the Tandjoeng Boonjoet tribe, all dressed 
in war costume, of sleeveless jackets oither of padded cloth or of 
bearskin, ornamented with several rows of beads or pebbles; the 
chief wearing a cap of monkey.skin bearing a brass plata in front, 
the rest having rat tan hat.'> decked with a (IUantity of hornbill and 
Argus-pheasant feathers. In the middle of each prau were heaped 
np shiolds, lances, and baskets. Towards noon we passed the 



'40 TIll! ./lead_Hunlers 0./ jJOriUtIJ. 

small settlement of :Mallar, where the women all woro wooden 
cylinders in their ears instead of rings, a pair of which I procured 
in exchange for some beads. 'fheyafc figured in Plate 19, Figs. 
4 and 5. 

Soon afterwards we came to a series of rapids aoa falls known as 
Kclmm' Triog, of which tIle SulUm had often spoken to me all being 
"cry dangerous and difficult ,to pass, with tho water falling fifl;y or 
sixty foot. The rapids proved, however, to bo much Jess formidable, 
tho total fall not being more than five or six: feet. There was a 
good volume of wator flowing down, and wo feared that we might 
have to carry the praus, as well as the luggage, overland. After 
indulging in the luxury of a bath in the freshening' waters, we 
consulted as to the bcs~ means of surmoun~ing the obstacle; a 
couple of long-nosed monkeys assisted, at a respectful distance on 
t-he top of a neighbouring tree, at tho consultation, und solemnly 
watched all our proceedings without stirring from their lofty 
position. It was decided to wait till tho morning before 
attempting to pass tbo rapids; and meanwhile Tomongoong fixed 
an upright polo in tho water and marked it, and also made a notch 
in an adjoining reck, to gauge the rise or fall of the river. In the 
meanwhile two of the crew went into the woods to cut some strong 
poles for" poling" the praus in the narrower and more rapid parts 
of the river; while the rest of the crew made long ropes of twist-ed 
rattan for towing with. 

By next morn ing the wator had fallen more than a foot., and was 
running with much less violence, so we det-ermined to unload only 
~he heavier luggage, and haul the canoes through the boiling water. 
Tomongoeng's prau "\ias first dragged over, as being the smallest of 
the three, some of tho men, who were all e:xceIlont swimmers, 
getting into the water and pushing it up, while others hauled at 
the rattan ropes; next came the kapitan's boat, in similar fashion. 
When my tnrn came I determined to remain in the boat with the 
steersman j and twenty paii: of strong arms hauled at the ropes, 
while twenty pair of lungs frightened the monkeys wi th a loud 
"Ya.! Ya! Ya.I "-" .!io! Aio! Aio!" 

'I'hen earue the task of calTying up all the luggage, and rc-
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stowing it on board; and no~ half lin hO Il I' nfw.· the whole process 
had to be gone through again at another rapid, more powerful than 
the last. Here more yelling occurred ; and it s truck me moro 
forcibly than ever how uni>'crsai ill the habit of sllonting when a 
number of mc'.!, especially sailor'S or" waterman," unite tlleir forces 
in any hauling or pushing operations. 

Still two more small rapids had to be SUI' mounted, fortunately 
not sufficiently strong to necessitate unlonding; and at nille 
o'clock we came to tlle village of L lIlgln, strangely situated, for a 
Dyak settlement, on a l,ill, on the left bank of tho river, and SUI'­

rounded with plantations of nangka--a large green, juicy, melon­
like fmit-cocoa-nuts, and sugar·cane. 

Tbree hours later we came to Long Puti, the largest and neatest 
Dyak village I had yet seen, oontn.ining no less tllan 1800 in­
habitants. Our advent caused an excited multitude of people to 
rush down to the shore; but they permitted liS to land quietly, and 
I made straight fer the nearest large house. In the central part 
of the village was an extensive open spaco or field, in which stood 
the symbol of ronown in head-hunting excursions, a tall pole in a 
slanting position, surmounted by a carved figuro rcpresenting a 
crowned Rajl\h, in tho very un-Rajah-liko act of holding out his 
tongue as far as he could reach (sec l>lato 27, Fig. 2)_ This was 
really the COl\t of arms, or rather crcst , of the community, WIIOSC 
prowess was acknowledged by all tho surrounding tribes, and 
who had probably chosen their crost. as an emblem of de­
fi ance. 

It so chanccd tbat the first bouse I enwred was that of a ohief 
just deceased, whoso remains wero lying in state in the large room 
of the place. In tho oontro of one side of tho room , whioh was 
no less than 1-20 feet in length, stood, rIlised on four posts, a. 
coflin, in the shape of a prau, with tho sides painted ill red, black, 
and white scrolls. On tho lid of the coffin WilS sproad the tjawat, 
or waist garment, which had been worn daily by the deceased 
chief. Abovo tho coffin was an attap I'oof, from whicll hung a cup, 
fonned of part of a cocoa.nut shell , filled with water, while food 
was also daily placed on the coffin-so the guard who was watching 
over the corpse informed me-in case the dead warrior should foel 
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hUDgry or thil"3ty in his long journey to heaven! His best clothes 
and weapons were deposited ins ide the coffin. 

From one ond of the coffin was suspended n wooden model of 
an snimal, supposed to be a hoar, which WIIS oxpuoled to ad as a 
charm to protect tho dead from all possible dangers on his last 
journey; and at either extremity hung a bamboo candlestick hold­
ing damar wrches. These wcre renewed from da.y to day, and kept 
always burning. An exact roprCl>Clltation of tho coffin is given in 
Plate 25. The woman aud ohild in the doorwny nrc th!) widow and 
ohild of the dead chief. All tho time I was examining and sketching 
the coffin they stood at tho entrance to the bedroom, which led 
Qut of the principal room. 'l'hoy were in "deop mourning "-not 
clothed in black as in Europe, orin white as in China, but with the 
hair closely shaveu off t ho head, llrcscnting a most g hastly sight . 

Although the body had beeu dead fifteen days Ulera was not the 
sliglltest smell in the room, the coffin being Ilermetically closed 

' witll 0. sort of putty made of gutta·pct"Cha mixed with fine fibres 
obta ined from the bark or leaves of :l, tree. 

I asked when the burial was likely to take place; but the att.en. 
danl!; answered that they did not know; t1H.l time WIIS uncertain; 
they must first have" luck" in some way or other, either a good 
r ioe harvest, or, what was most probable, 0. successful head-huuting 
expedition . . A head or two mnst be scenred somcllOw, since it was 
a chief who was dead. 

I looked into t wo or three of their houses, but found the general 
arrangement very similar to tilut prevailing in other Dynk settle­
ments. The only remarkl1blo eircumstanco was the man ncr in 
which tIle graves wcre scattorod, irrcgularly,ovcr tlla muddy ground 
amongst the hou~es, each wi th a can-ed wooden board' to mark 

the spot. 
Tho usual hordes of pigs were disporting themselves in the COIl_ 

geni(li mud, while a few buffaloes wandered about, looking very 
uncomfortablo, scarching in v(lin for a blnde of grnss in UtO 
rooking filth around . 

• Mor a doaorip\.io" of U,e ",,,Ie , ul'fIO'O<l to be travoll ... 1 by tlle do!",rte<l 'piri~ On 
it.o war to tll8 Ilyak heaven, .... p. 22~ . 

· ~p. 22Q . 
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On my reLurn to my prau I found the Sultan, with his numerous 
fled, had followed me. The Dyak praus were all moored on the 
opposite side of the river, keeping apart from the Malays. Th", 
Sultan's large prau, flying the yellow standard with the tiger ram_ 
pant, was fastened close to mine; and in tho evonillg we dined 
wgether on a raft in the river, on which a table and two seats were 
hlUTiedly constructed. 'IV e were now on the confines of the terri_ 
tory of the Sultan, who was anxious to make a,'l large a display of 
force as possible. He had I'eecntly, he tol.d me, lodged a com­
plaint to the Dutch Govel'nment against the Doesoen tribes, whose 
territory we should now enter, amI who were the great rivals of 
the Long Puti Dyaks, making frequent incur~ions into their 
territory. 

More interesting, perhaps, was his statement that we were now 
within a short distancfl of the oountry in which the tailcd race of 
men lived. 'rhe existenco of thcse pooplc was tho common talk, 
not only here, but all the way down to Tangaroeng, and they were 
variously stat-cd to dwell in Passir, and on the Teweh river. 
'We "discussed" these people over a basket of durian. This was 
the first time I had tasted this celebrated fl·ui~. 'l'he smell of the 
fruit was not very appetizing, und the flavour- to my ta~te­

re~embled that of bad onions mixed with cream . 
The Sultan's men were short of provisions, but their commissariat 

was replenished by a heavy requisition which the Sultan made on 
the people of this the largest settlement at tho furthest extremity of 
his dominions. So thero was great feasting, not only on board 
the praus, but on ahore, where the people killcd goats and buffa­
loes, and distributed a slice to every person in the village. In the 
evening the hill was ablaze with innumerable fires , round which 
gambling and card_playing, smoking and sirih_chewing, alternated 
with the operati?n of cooking and euting the meal; while the dogs 
kept up a continual bar~ing and fighting over the bones that we!'() 
thrown to them as tho feast proceeded. 

The conversation about the tailed raco brought back to my 
mind various rumours of the existence of this" missing link" in 
tllO Darwinian chain which had reached me at different times 
during my tmvc1s in Borneo, and I determined if possiblo to 
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settle tho point ono way or tho other. '1'ho question has often 
occurred to me whether Mr. Darwin received the first suggestion 
of his theory of man's simian desc(lut from tho fables concerning 
tho existence of tailed men which obtain credence among so many 
uncivilized people; or whether the natives of the Malay Archipelago 
and the South Sea Islands, having read the " ·Descent of Man," 
have conspired together to hoax the white man with well-concocted 
stories of people possessed of tails, living in ina(lcessibie districts, 
and maintaining hut slight intercourse with the outer world. It 
is certainly a curious fact that similar stories exist, not only in 
Borneo, but in other islands in the South Pacific- New Britain 
for instanoe, where missionaries have more than onoe been tempted 
into hazardous expeditions in search of the great physiological 
prize, the missing link in the chain of evidence proving the descent 
of man from monkey. 

I made inquiries in the village, and found a strong general 
belief in the existence of people with tails in a cOllntl'Y only a few 
days' journey from Long Puti. Suell definite statements were 
made to me on the subject that I could hardly resist the temp­
tation to penetrate myself into the stronghold of my anccstral 
representatives. 'fjiropon, an old and faithful servant of the 
Sultan, assured me, in the presenoo of his Higbness and of several 
Pangerans, that he had him~elf SOlDe years ago seen the people in 
Passir. He oallod them" Ol'ang.boentoet "~literany, tail-people. 
1'he chief of the tribe, he saitl. presented a very remarkable ap_ 
pearance, having white hair and white eyes-a desoription which 
exaotly agreed with onc I had received seme time previously from 
a young Boegis, when travelling by steamer to Samarinda from 
Pare Pal'\~ in Oelebes. As to tho fill_important ioom of tho tail, 
Tjiropon declared with a grave face that the caudal appendage of 
these people was from two to four inohes long; and that in their 
hemes they had little holes out or dug in tho floor on purpese to 
receive the tail, so that they migltt sit down in comfort. This 
ludicrous anti_climax to tho narrative of tho trusty 'l~iropon 

alinost induced me to discredit the whole story. At any rate, I 
thought, the Orang_boentoot must be in a very high state of de­
velopment-or rathel', perltaps, jn the bst stages of retrogressioll-
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if the extremely sensitive pI'e!Jensi!c tail of the spidor-monkey has 
so lost its elastieity in these people as to incommode its wearer to 
such a degree. The Sultan, howovor, was highly impressed with 
tht'> trutll of 'I'jiropon's story. He had often heard that there wcre 
among his neighbours, if not even among his own subjects, a tribe 
with tails; but he had hitherto discrcdited the rumours. "Now," 
he said, " I do believe there are such people, beeause 'l'jiropon has 
told us. I have known him fer twenty years, and he dare not toll 
a lie in my faee, in presence of .us all." 

So we asked Tjiropon if he would go and pay anothel' visit to 
llis former friends, and bring one or two of them to introduce to 
us. He was at first unwilling to go, on acconnt of the disorder 
existing in Passir, and of a pl'€diledion whieh the inhabitant s were 
alleged to have for poisoning strangers. But a present of 600 
florins and of a suit of clothes, and the promise of a reward of 500 
florins if he brought a pair-or couple, should I mtJlcr say-of 
tailed people safely to Dnteh territory, overcame his scruples. 
The Snltan decorated -the elo~hes I gayo him with a set of silver 
buttons, adorned with his eoat of arms, so that hiJ might present 
a respectable appearauce before the Sultan of Passir, to whom he 
was futnished with letters of introduction. Thus armed with 
authority, and with an escort of fifl:.een men, Tjil'opon set out on 
his expedition, with orders to rendezvous at Bandjermasin. 

Having despatched Tjiropon 011 bis important mission, we con· 
tinued· our journey up the stream, leaving Long Puli at six a.m. 
on the 20th December; but we had not gone far before the river 
became very narrow and shallow, and the current so stl'ong that 
we proceeded with difficulty. Having stemmed two rapids, wa 
were confronted by a serios of falls, which necessitated our un_ 
loading the canoes,.and oarrying the luggage about a mile through 
the forest, the river meanwhile taking a long sweep of two or three 
miles to the right. Unfortunately, I was myself added to the list 
ofimpedimcnla, being seized with a sudden attack of fever, and 
had to be carried in my hammock tllrough the forest by four Dyaks. 
In the meantime our canoes had been safely hauled over tIle falls, 
and through the rapids above, and were in readiness to take llS on 
to Moeara Anan, which we reached in the evening. 

,. 
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Between Long Puti and this pi(l(!o we had not met with a single 
human being, tho whole country being uninhabited, and none of the 
villages marked in Dr. Schwaller's chart now existing. This may 
be accounted for by the fact that the Dyaks of len remove their 
settlements when the rice-fickls in the neighbourhood become 
exhaust€d. 

Here the River Anan floll's in a north.westerly direction into the 
Moeal'8 Lawa, which at this point takes a northerly comso. 

The scene at the l'il'crside, as our party of amok-loving Boogia, 
and of savage Dyaks clad in war-costume of skins and feathers, 
landed at Mocara Anan , was weird in the extreme. The darkness 
of a tropical nigM, which the moon in hoI' Ihst quarter did little 
to relieve, was rapidly setting in, and torches wore lighted to enable 
us to get our goods safely ashore. 'l'ho plaee was quite deserted by 
its original inhabitants; but on a sort of natural quay which 
served as a landing_place we found our advance party- whom the 
Sultan had sent forward from Long Puti under tho Pangeran 
Sikamflndrie, to make arrangements for cressing the watershed of 
the Lawa and the Benangan-awaiting us. Bamboo ladders were 
brought into requisition to assist in the debarkation, but tbey 
proved ill-constructed and rotten, and were rendered slippery by the 
reeent heavy rains; and mnny were the stumblings and jostlings 
among thc Dyak porters as they carried their burdcns across tho 
slippery mud to dry land. Sikamandrie conducted us to somo 
temporary houses which ho had had constructed for our use. 
'fhere were three principal buildings, connected together by a 
bamboo floor, for the usc of thc Sultan, the Pangerans, and myself; 
and surrounding theso were rows of sheds for the men, large 
enough to accommodate 500. The houses were eleverly con­
structed ef plaited bamboo and bark. In each room was a circular 
table, the top being made of plaited bamboo, aud the stem of a 
stout cane, split at the bottom into sixteen parts. 

The Dyaks of the snrrounding district are noted, even among 
Dyaks, for their ferocity, and Sikamandrie informed us that one 
of his pa.rty had becn killcd by natives just before onr arrival; 
feariog a n ight' attack from some of the tribes- who becanse 
they were not at war among ~hcmsolves were the more likely to 
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attack strangers- he Imd taken tho precaution to ered outside our 
encampment, and facing the forest, four lookcouts, or guard-houses, 
mounted on high posts, and commamling an extensive view of the 
counhy on all sides. The one Dyak reperted by Sikamandrie as 
having becn murdered was multiplied that night a hundredfold 
in conversation among our followers. My two Javanesc lads were 
more really frightened than the rest; b:.<t the fate of tho dead man 
served to keep the whole party on the alert, and we had littlc fear 
that the sentries stationed in tho look-outs would sleep at their 
posts. One reason for these precautions was found in the fact 
that the people had a strong objection to being governed by, and 
taxed fer the benefit of, a Malay ruler; and the visit of the Sultan 
might be constrlwd by them into an attempt to impose his 
authority upon them, whieh they wouli! possibly immediately 
resent. 

His Highness, taking no hecd of these considerations, was 
so pleased with the arrangements made for his visit that he ex­
pressed his intention of remaining here a week. I was anJOOUS 
for many reasons to continue my journey without delay. Urging 
that I was getting short of provisions for my men, I asked what 
I should do to get a fresh supply; to which he replied, with the 
indolence so characteristic of all Orientals, "You are always in 
suoh a llUrry, and go full speed. My mon have been on half-rations 
for more than a week- only rice onoe a day; for the rest, they 
must look out for themselves, and find wild fruits or fish." 

• 
• 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

A forced march through tho forest_Spidc,...tl,~"d bridgC.$-A frugal meal of fruit 
-A forest picture_ Curious growth of roots_Extracting gutta-perehll-A Dyak 
oamp-Bargain;,'g will, 11,0 "atives-A rainy Hight in the fO'¢.'it-Rough walking 
-A wildern"", of sloIlI)$- Ab. cnce of volcanic phenomena in Borneo-The 
dennding force of tropical mina- An appeal to arms- Chilly nights_A night 
in the forest-Fire-m"" and gIQw_wQrm"_~Ii"night noiEIM - l'oi,onoo fruit_ 
A rough road-Ruin. of a Dyak forlI't$$_Arrival on Dukh krritory- Down 
tho J3ooang~n-Scylla and Ch ... yl<!i.9 _ The !live' Tow"h. 

Tar; night passed without any adventure, and next morning 
found me up early, making arrangements for my march througl, 
the forest towards Yoeara Benangan. The fever had left me, and 
the only drawback was the Sultan's unwillingness to start himself 
or let me go. During our conversation he told me ho had dreamt 
of the tailed people, and of the success of Tjiropon's mission; and 
I urged that this was an omen in favour cf my starting at once. 
SikamanJric was to have accompanied me; but at the last moment 
there was so much shilly_shally and vacillation -on tIle Sultan's 
part , that I decided.to go on without him. i'Iy forC(! consisted of 
fifty-two Dyaks as coolies, and twenty_two men under the com­
mand of two Boegis Kapitans, lent me by the Sultan as an escort; 
and with my trusty .Kichil at my side, or rather at my heels- f" 
we had to march in single file through the dense forcst-I advanced 
to the west, announcing my intention of pushing 011 t.o :Moeara 
Benangan by forced marches, walking from sunrise to sunset, 
witll an hour's rest in the middle of the day. To this the men all 
readily assented, as they felt the eud of their journey was approach­
ing, although the coolies had to carry from for!;y to sixty pounds 
each. 'rhcy bore their burdens on theil· baek, refusing to carry 
a double weight slung on bamboo poles between two men, in the 
fashion so common in other parts of the East. 
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For a portion of the distance we were able to take advantago of 
a road or path, whioh had been made through this part of the 
forest especially for the Sultan's convenience, and which, though 
rude and wretohed to a degreo, was better ·than tIle untrodden 
soil. l'he eounyry was peculiarly undulating, being a suooession 
of knells or smaU hills, about fifty or sixty feet in height, aU 
closely covered with timber. At frequent intervals creeks and 
deep ravines, rivulets, alld even considerable streams, ooourroo to 
break the mOl)otony of the scene, and Oil tlie first day's march 
no less than twenty of these had to ho crossed. Tho deepest and 
widest wero spanned by Dyak "bridges," consisting sometimes 
merely of tbe trunk of a tree wbicl1, gl"Owing conveniently on Ule 
bank, had beon Cllt dOlvn and allowed to fall over the chasm; 
sometimes of a single bamboo, or two bamboos joined together, 
with a slender rattan railing three feet above to serve as a balance. 
Surne of the latter bridges were as much as 110 fed in length, 
and it req\lircd no slight skill to traverse them in safety. The ' 
solid srems of the trees did not always afford very firm foothold; 
but the bamboo bridges wonld yield under the weight of the 
"passenger," and sway to and fro in the centre in s\loh a manner 
1\$ to induco sea-siokness and giddiness in those who, like myself, 
were inexperieneed in the art of crossing them. I frequently had 
to avail myself of the assistance of two Dyaks, one on each side of 
me, before I could accomplish the passage; and when, safe on the 
other shore, I sat down and watched tIle speed and agility with 
which my coolies not walked, but" trotted," across the slender 
thread, ean'ying a b\lrden of half a hundredweight on their 
shoulders, or with a still hea"ier load suspended by bamboo poles 
between two of them, I could not help eomparing the lissome 
actions of these barefooted savages with thc awkwardness of civi­
lized man in boot~. 

The first day's march ' was accomplished witho\lt any notable 
incident, but it terminated ill a very uncomfortable manller, for I 
had outmarched the greator part of my followers, alld fonnd to my 
dismay on camping for the night that none of the carriers bearing 
my tinned provisions was wi tll in reaoh. Some of the Dyaks 
oITered to cook me some rioo; b\lt tllis I declined, baving fresh in 

• 
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my memory tho warning of the Sultan not to accept food from any 
of them, for fenr of poison. The natives are very fond offruit, 
which is not surprising, as the water in the rivers is very un­
palatable, being thick with mud and decayed vegetation, and 
swarming with infusoria. I had started with a supply of filwrod 
water, but beforo the first day was over my m'en had discovered 
its virtues, and drunk it all . Luckily thero was still ouo remaining 
link between myself and civilil,ation in the shape of a few bottles 
of seltzer-water, kindly given to mo by the Sultan. But 1 could 
not live on scltr.cr-watcr, and when I saw some of the men collect­
ing fruit from tho neighbouring trees, and eating it with evident 
relish, I was tempted to taste some. They called it rawa-rawa. 
In appearance it resembled a head ofbllrdock, inside which was a 
fruit like a small plum, with a fiavOUl' similar to that of the red 
currant, but slightly more acid. Meau while some of tho party set 
about collecting wood for making fires, a task of no little difficulty, 
owing to the recent heavy rains; but some dry twigs were found, 
and the click of flint and steel was soon afterwards followed by 
the choerful crackling of the blazing wood from six large fires . 
Then came the native cooking operations: small clay pots, and, 
failing them, large hollow pieces of bamboo, were filled with water, 
and in these primitive utensils the rice was boiled. 

Grouped round the blar-jog fires, some busily attending to thl) 
preparations for supper, others as busily occupied in smoking, 
others again already seeking in sleep the necessary rest for the 
duties of the morrow, my little company of half_tamed savages 
presented a picturesque appearance in this fitful light, and, 
having made arrangements for a proper watch to be kept, 1 
wrapped myself closely in my rug and fell asleep, tired and 
hungry, watching their movements, and wond\!ring how many 
miles behind were my lagging companions an~ my tinned pro­
VlSlons. 

Next morning we started early, trusting that our rear-guard 
would overtake us before the evening. The eill·th was eoveI'€d 
with a thick mist, ·whieh rose steaming from the masses of leaves 
that lay rotting beneath tllC trees. Walking on, 1 was struck by 
the great variety and beaut,y ' of the foliage. Hardly two trees. 
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seemed alike; tbe eolours- ranging from brilliant green, through the 
darker shades to olive, and then graduating off to browns, reds, 
and yellows-nOI'" harmonized, now contrasted with each other in 
effects which, if reproduced on the walls of Burlington House, 
would be called vntrue to nature. 

Many of the forest. trees assnmerl most fantastic shapes, the 
growth of the roots cspecially heing often extremely curious. The 
roots of a tt"Ce, instead of converging undergi"Outld at the trunk, 
would grow upwards ahove the surface of the ground, and meet 
in mid air, tlte trunk proper springing from them at a distance of 
ten, twelve, or fifteen feet from the earth . Sometimes two, or 
more often tllree, principal roots wonld thus emerge from throe 
almost equidistant points in the dcnso layer of leaves and tangled 
undergrowth, and approaching each other at an aente angle would 
unite into a single stem, giving the tree tho appearance of a 
gigantic throo-Iegged stool. Somotimes the numher of roots and 
rootlets thns growing above gi"Ouud· and mceting in the air was 
beyond calculation. It is diffienlt to say whether this, to Euglish 
eyes, abnormal growth was the more t"Cmarkahle on account of its 
curious appearance, or from the persistence with which it repeated 
itself throughout the forest. I t appeared as if the soil was so rich 
that the trees were forced into the air before the ordinary opera­
tions of natnre had had time to complete their oonrse, or that the 
trees had dragged their roots after them in their anxiety to push 
their heads above the levol of their neighbours that orowded them 
in on all sides. 

Some of the tmnks rose to tIle height of twenty or thir~y feet 
from their roots before ~oll!ling Otlt a single hranch; but in the 
forks of tho hranehos, and from cracks and crannies in the 
rough barks of many of them, grew ferns in infinite variety, with 
noble leaves, nOlV of a deep dark green, noll' so pale as to be 
almost white ; sometimes 'the dax·k leaves were flecked with silver 
or golden spots, and those of more delicate tint would he similarly 
dotted with dark markings. Climbers and creepers of all kinds 
and colours clnng to the stems and overran the branches of the 
trees, from which they hung downwards in tangled clusters, or 
pendulous fest.oons . 
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Many of the trees, including several distinct val1eties, were 
pointed ou~ to me by the Dyaks as yidding glltta.percha; and I 
asked them to show me the manner of extrac~ting the juice. '1'he 
method was extremely simple. With -two sharp strokes of a 
mandau a deep notch was cut in the bark, from which the juice 
slowly oozod, forming a milky.looking mucilage, which gradually 
hardened and became darker in coloul' as it ran (lown the tree. 
'l'he l~ative collectors of gutta.perc1u. make a track through the 
forest, J.licking the trees in two or three places as they go, and 
collect tile }!ardcned sap on their return a few days afterwards. 

About fhe p.m. we c.~me to an encampment where a number of 
Dyaks were assembled, under two chiefs, anxious to ROO the Sultan 
and the" white man," of whose approach they had lward. After 
a few words of greeting, I determined to rest here and await the 
arrival of the reTl!aiuder of my party, of whom I had heard nothing 
since my departure from Moearn Anan. I was famislleu after niy 
two days' walk, withont other food than that supplied by the rawa· 
ral1'a, and another kind of wild fruit caJled " clIO," resembling a 
Gillall apple, and t.~sting like a cranberry, wllich we bad gathered 
on the road; and I was not unwilling to take this opportunity, 
while resting for a time, of conciliating the new people among.whom 
we had arrived, and rewarding those members of my own party 
who had kept up witb me. On inquiring if they were tired they 
made no complaint, except that I had walked very fast, and tbat 
the road was" koetoer" (dirt or mud). Fortunately some tlventy 
of the porters, with a stock of calico, beads, buttons, and other 
articles, had followed close to their leader, and I distributed the 
greater portion of the goods, giving tbe two clliefs and my two 
Boegis Kapitans sixteen yards of black calico apiece, and to ench of 
the others n few yards of print, with an assortment of beads and 
buttons adoroed wi.th the Dutch arms. Some of tIle men asked 
for gunpowder, but I ha1 mnde a rulo not to give powder unless 
I got birds or animals in return; and, though I was able to make 
one or two exchanges, 1 did not obtain anything very valuable 
here. One swnrthy .warrior offered me a leopard-skin, the fe/is 
maerocelu. The head and part of the feet w()re wanting, hut in 
other respects it was a. nice sk'in. I offeJ'ed him three dollars for 
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it, which he re.'\dily aceopted. These skins are very much sought 
after by the Dyaks, who make of them their wa\'_costume, by 
simply cutting a \'Olilld hole below the neck, through which tho 
warrior passes his bead, leaving the skin to hang loosely down his 
back, and the pil trailing on the ground after him. Sometimes a 
skin is cut into small pieces, and made into round caps, or into 
mats, which the Dyak when not on the war-path ll!\.ngs con_ 
veniently behind him, so as to form a 60rt of cushion when 
sitting down. '1.'be teeth and cla\vs arc worn as talismans and 
car ornament~ . 

My attention was arrested by a Sne necklaee of four rows of 
large oblong red and white agates, called lam'eangs, worn. by one 
of the Dyaks, who from his demeanour and general appearance 
seemed to have no slight idea of his importance, and who was 
regarded with some respect by his neighbours, 'I'he stones were 
very fine specimens, scme of them measnring two or three inches 
in length. '1'hey were so nearly transparent that the string on 
which they wero threaded was easily discerniblc. .As I walked up 
to the man to e:x:aminc his necklace he withdl'CW a step backward, 
looked fiercely at me, and put his hand menacingly to his mandau. 
My mon saw the mistako, and explained to him that I ,merely 
wished to look at his lameangs, whon he quietly allowed me to 
handle them. I made the wearer of this ornameut scveral tempting 
ol'l:ers for his gems, but could not prevail upon him to part with a 
single stone. "Nda! nda!" he said, shaking his head; they 
were talismans, and would protect him against all manner of ills. 
If he sold the white man his charm, how would he bo able to drive 
away evil spirit.s? 

By the time the bargainings and questionings were (wer, I 
heard the welcome nows of the arrival of the remainder of my 
escort, who pleaded the badness of tho roads and tho weiO"ht of 

o 
their burdens as an oxcuse for their dclay. But worse was in 
store for them, for after midnight the rain came down in torrents: 
even the thick trees under which we bivouacked afforded no 
sholtor against a tropical storm, and slcep was impossible, ~Ve 

started at sunrisc, to find oursolves walking in mud nearly knee 
deep, My strong boots worc worn to pieces, and worso thau 
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useless, since they allowed the small stones-to say nothing of 
tho .water and mud- to penetrate, and my fee~ were sadly galled. 
Liko Achillos, I was forced to admit that my heel -was my most 
vulnerable point: for with one of them cut to the bone and" 
bleeding, I was obliged to discard my hoots, and wrap my wounded 
fcot in a towel . Hcre, again, I thought, was an instance of the 
disadvantages under which civilized man labours when comparod 
with the savage. I dared not halt, with only three days' supply 
of rice left; but limped along as best I could, thankful that 
nothing worsc had befallen me. Bofore noon we reached the river 
Benangan-not navigable here, ou acCount of several stroug rapids 
-and crossed the stream by means of a bridge formed of the truuk 
of an enormous tree receu~ly felled for the purpose, and lying as 
it fell, straight aCI'Oss the river. 

The walking got worso and \\'orse, and two hours later we reached 
tho edge of the much-talked of "Field of Stones." I had heard 
qluch about this JlLlIan Baloe from tho Snitan, who had told me 
of its caverns and _subterranean passages, of its stones a hundred 
feet in height, thrown together side by side with a narrow passage 
hardly wide enough for a man to creop between. Various legends 
weN C1,l.rrent concerning this wildorness of ~tonQS in the middle 
of the forest. It was tho llaunt of evil spirits, who had thrown 
a spell on the ground, turning trees into stone. Here, surrounded 
by the eternal forest, and hidden from human gaze, tile spirits 
were believed to hold liigh revel beneath tho wooded shade, pre­
paring their enehantments for the confusien of man. COY6ring an 
area. of se\'cral sqlloro miles, and cropping up as it wore in 
the centre of a vast .fONst, this Field of Stones is well cal_ 
culated to arouse the super.~titious dread of n. savage people. 
Its appearanee may < be likened to that of a flower-garden over 
which a heavy hailstorm has swept- only that the hailst.ones were 
stones and rocks, ranging from " small pebbles to h'uge boulders 
and angular masses many hundred tons in weight, while ~he 
plants were mighty giants of the fore~t t-owering a. hundred and 
fifty feet above the surface of the ground. Imagine such a. scene~ 
over which the repairing hand of time lifts thrown its voil in the 
g!'owth of fresh vegetation which has shrouded the ruins beneath 
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a mantio of greon, and you can form an idea of the general effeet 
of tho J(t,llal~ Batoo. 

'l'here scattered in wonderful confusion like the remains of a 
ruined castle: here standing erect and orderly as if carved by 
chisel and levelled by plumb_line and square: some in ponderous 
masses as " large as a. houso," fifty or sixty feet in height, and 
of still greater width and thickness; others heaped liko so many 
petrified cocoa-nuts, or like a. pile of forty-pounder cannon-balls: 
here bare and gaunt like the pillars of Stonehenge: there moss_ 
covered and decked with ferns or gorgcous Howers: in all 
directions for miles and miles tho ~tones lie scattered. Some 
of them have assnmed fantastic shapes, in which the imagi­
nation can easily picture a travesty of the human form, or of 
olher familiar objects: others again are marked with quaint 
devices, where wind and rain havc put the finishing touches to 
natural cracks and crevices, and made them assume the appear­
ance of deliberately carved inscriptions, like those seen on ancient 
weatherbeaten tombstones-or rather, like tllO curious "picture 
writings" found on scattered stones and rocks in British Guiana 
and other parts of South America·. .A valley of stones is nob 
often marked with such a variety of features as that possessed 
by this Jallan Batoc. Scarcely two stones or groups of stones are 
alike: if a 'l'ita.nie battlc-field or playground, with its living host 
of occupants and all their equipment, had been suddenly petrified, 
the result could hardly havc been more striking than the scene 
presented by this wilderness. 

And side by side with the gr"y immovable stones wherever 
they can find a foothold spring up giant trees, tllO gorgeousness 
of their foliage, the graceful movements of their boughs, and the 
cheery rustling . of their leaves, contrasting strangely with the 
still silence of the rocks far above which they tower. From a 
crevice in some of the larger stones springs here and there a 
stunted iron-tree, which, st-arved on the uncongenial soil, seems 
in its gnarled and knotted outline to have partaken of the naturo 
of the sterile rocks on which its roots arc forced to feed. 
On the summit of another rock, again, covered with the rich 
vegetable mould, the collection perhaps of centuries, grows a 
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magnificent acacia, whose Toots, bursting beyond the limits of 
their narrow cradic, aro protected from the -heat of tIle sun by its 
far-spreading branches. 

For miles our routo lay through this wilderness of sterility and 
fertility combined- sometimes creeping bet,~'eon two parallel walls 
of stone, thrown so closely together that there was barely room 
to squeeze tho body sideways; sometimes making a consiClerable 
aHour to avoid a morc than usually rough spot. In some places 
tho ear th was covered witII small loose stones, most difficult and 
painful to walk over; in others, the ground seemed to be of solid 
rock, and great caTO was necessary in walking to prevent one's 
foct being fixed in onc of tho innnmol'able crevices, which were the 
more dangerous from being partially covered by vegetation. I 
spent a considerable time in searching for subterranean passages 
or caverns, which uro reported to exist here, but was unuble to 
find more than one small cave of no special character, although 
prolonged search might possibly reveal many such features. Many 
of the large stones were so lightly balanced on a small founda­
tion that it seemed as if the exercise of a moderate force would 
be suffioiont to overturn thorn; but, though I tested many, I 
could find none so evenly hung as to rook to and fro like the 
celebrated Logan Rocks of Cornwall and the Scilly Islands. 

This phenomenal region is situated almost exactly beneath the 
equator. I was at first inclined to attribute its existence k> Yol­
canic agency, although, unlike its neigh hours Java and Sumatra, 
and the Philippines, and, indeed, nearly all the islands of the "Malay 
archipelago, Borneo has no active volcano, and is not noll' sub­
ject to earthquakes or otber volcanic phenomena. None of the 
violent earthquakes or volcanic eruptions, which have been 
frequent of late years in tho surrounding islands, seems to have 
caused the slightest disturbance in Borneo. This is, indeed, a 
very remarkable eirCllmstnnee when Ule position 'of Borneo is 
taken into consideration. In )852, for instanoe, Manilla was 
almost destroJ('"d; in 1856, Great Sanger Island was the centre 
of;l. witle-spread disturbance; in 1863, Manilla was again thrown 
ink> ruins and 10,000 persons lost their lives; in 1879 sud 1880, 
Jal'a on the one side, and the Philippines on the other, suffered 
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terrible visitations : bnt in nono of these cases IVCI'El similar pheno­
mena observed in any part of Bornoo. Indeed, there is no actual 
record, or oven b-adition, of any such event in the island. 

The nature of tho stones, howover, which are of 3. rubbly lime­
stone formation, procludcs tho possibility of their volcanic ol-igin. 
On tho other hand, the Field of Stones boars no trace of glacial 
Qrigin j and tIle only Ilypothusis 011 which ita existence can be 
satisfact-orily account(!d for is the deuuding fOI'(!e of the torrential 
tropical rains, whiell have gradually barou the limestone deposit. 

'Va reached the Bnmbangan, a branch of the Benangan river, 
at sunset, and found, in burning fires and recently occupied sheds, 
traces that the spot 113d not long been evacuated by a party of 
Dyaks. My mcn wcre soon disporting themsolves in tho cool 
water1!; but, tempting as the opportunity was, I was warned by 
lingering traces of fever to deny mysclr tho luxury of 3. bath. 

As the expiring fires were fed with fresh fuel and new onos 
lighted, numbers of natives were attracted to the spot, armed aU 
of them with the inevitable mandau. Their intentions wel'C 
fortunately pacific; and, although an appeal to arms took plaeo 
during the evening, it was of a bloodless nature. Like their more 
civilized fellow.creatures of the West, these children of the forest 
were fOlld of displaying their woddly wealtll, and a general 
comparison of the relative merits and value of their mandaus 
ensued . • The conversation turned on heads and head-hnnting, 
and many a talo was told of personal adventures and death­
struggles, in which the superior strength, size, or keenness of blade 
of his mandan had won the victory, and the head of Ilia victim, for 
the narrator. Various expedients were resorted to in ord~r to test 
tho sharpness of edgo of a particular weapon j bnt the favouri te 
morlQ of proving the edge of the blado was to shavo the hairs frOID 
tho shin of tIle . leg. The possession Ot a highly-decorated and 
wl'll.finished mandan is looked upon as a sign of anthority, or at 
least of precedence ; and, being appealed to on a questicn of tho 
relative value of different specimons, I took occasion to exllibit tile 
weapon which the Sl!ltan had presented to me. I t was carefully 
handed round and closely scrutinized, the carving of the handle, 
and especially the inlaid work in the blade, exciting general 
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admiration. After this I had the satisfaction of seeing the other 
weapons put aside- a tacit admission of their inferiority. 

As tho evening drew on, tho cold became very intense; and, 
although I fclt that the sensation was parUy dlle to my feverish 
state, I could no~ help wondering how the Dyab, naked save 
for a "tjawat" round their loms, could endnre with so little dis­
comfort the extreme changes from the heat of the day to the cold 
of the night. Some of thorn lay full length on the ground, without 
any extra coveri))g ; others threw over them a thin mat; while others 
again would coli themselves up, the knees brought close to the 
ebest, and the chin resting on them. The Malays, on the contrary, 
seemed to feel the cold almost as much as myself, and covered 
themselves, head and all, with calico wraps. 

As our fires, though tended by three watchmen, got loll' from 
time to time, t he air became illumined with the intermittent light 
of numerous fireflies, whose tiny torches seemed to be answered 
again by the less intense, but more steady, spark emitted by glow_ 
worms, which were swarming on the damp ground. I captured 
several fireflies, and always found the brilliant light ch!lngc to a 
dull opalescent green hue, only faintly discernible, but still quite 
distinct. 

'The long night_watclles arc kept by these fairy_like insects 
dancing to the strange midnight music of the fOfest. Over and 
above the monotonous hum caused by myriads of insect wings 
beating the still air, resound the hoarse croaking offrogs and the 
livelier staccato notes of nimble crickets. Now and again a 
falling nut or branch startlcs somo of the feathered tribo, and a 
hurried flapping of wings scems to silence all minor sounds. As 
the darkness- which seems all the more intense on account of the 
brilliancy of the stars peeping t.hrongll the enrtain of foliage 
overllcad, and the da?..zling movements of the fireflies close 
around one- rapidly gives way to the light of day; the lamps of 
the fircfly aro cxt.inguisllCd, the crickets and frogs are hushed, the 
birds break out into joyous song, or loud shrieks and childlike 
screams, and the intermitwnt "bark" of the kijang,' with the 
occasional howling and chattering of monkeys as thlly ohase 

, C.,,:u. mmlijac, a specie! of antoio,,", whO$() cry ,,,,,,,,,,!.ok. ~h" lxIrk of a do<,J. 
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each otllCl' along ~he bouglls overhead, renders rest aod sleep 
impossiblo. 

'1'be solitude of a niglit in a forest is a myth conjured from the 
brains of poets. Not a moment passes but some sound~strange 

in itself, or .seeming strange, even if familia,', bceause heard 
amid uuaccustomed surrouudings-falls on tho ear. The rustling 
of the leaves during tIle silenoo of the night," wlwn the swcet 
wind does gently kiss the trees," causes a soft whisper, which ap­
pears distinct from the same sound hcard unde,· similar circum­
stances by daylight. '1'he pitter-patter of the rain, bringing down 
numberless leaves duriug a sudden shower, produces an entirely 
novel impression on the ear; and a tropical thunderstorm at night 
in a forest, when tho rain falls as if it would sweep every tree bare 
of its foliage; when each flash of lightning seems to single out a 
forest giant on which to expend its force, and to set the whole 
forest ablaze: when the deafening reverberations of the thunder­
clap roll througl\ and through the mighty aisles of nature's own 
many-columned cathedral-such a sceno is beyond tho power of 
pen to describe or pencil to picture. 

We left Bumbangan at six a.m. on the 24th Decembcr, on the 
last st-age of our journey to the watershed of the River Barito. 
Owing to the incessant rains the road was worse than over, being 
often two feet deep in muddy water. We were still traversing a 
portion of the Field of Stones, and tho walking here was what 
might be expected on a newly macadamized stroot in London before 
the steam roller had berm set to work, and after a gas explosion 
and the bursting of the main water-pipes had torn great chasms 
in the road and flooded it. 

Soon after leaving the Field of Stones we met a party of Dyab, 
who, with great hospitality, offered us fruit; but we were sus­
picions about it, and declined the gift. It afterwards appeared 
that the same party offered somo fruit to the Sultan of Koetei 
when he passed the locality some days afterwards, and some black 
dots with which some of t.he fruit was marked were regarded 3S 

proof that it had been poisoned. 
After this the country began to get less timbered and very 

hilly, some points rising some 400 or '1['0 fcet above the general 
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level. Crccks find small streams abounded, all 
to the south. west, in the direction of the Earito. 

of which tended 
In this broken 

country we came to tJle ('uing of a Dyak fort, formerly the strong· 
hold of the insufrectioTJary chief SOl"O Patti, who, with a small 
band of Dyaks,' managod for two yoars to bold out in this fastn.oss, 
and to defy the wholo powcr of thc Dutch. His. Jofonco of the 
Fiold of Stones cost Holland more iu men and money than all the 
rest of her waf operations against the Dyaks. All that now 
remains of tlw fort is a uumber of great baulks of ironwo·od, with 
stone boulders, lying scattcreJ in all dircctions down the l1illsiJe. 

Still numerous creeks and streams had to be crossed by means 
of the spidcl··web·like bridges, at one of which we had to pause 
while a. party of Dyaks came over in the opposite direction. It 
turned out to bo Pangeran Kartasari, with a body of meo who 
had been constructing rafts on the Eenangan for the Sultan, whom 
they wcre now going to mect. Kartasari told us we wcre not fal' 
from the Dutch boundary; and great was the joy when at 12.30 
wo roached 'l'ico, a " villag() " consisting of two small Dyak houscs 
situated Oil the banks of the Benangan, and in Dutcb territory. 
Hero two praus had becn }Jrepared, through the kind orders of 
the Resident of Eandjcrmasin , by Radcn Kasooma, the nativo chief 
appointed to administor tho affairs of the Doesocn district. Ka. 
soema himself had gone to meet the Sultan, and the people were 
surprised that I haJ not met him on the road. Having no reason, 
therefore, to stay at Tieo, I gavo my mon an hour's rest, and, 
having seen wllflt romained of my baggage safely embarkcJ, was 
not sorry to start ou my cruise down the river. 

The river was yery full and a strong current running, so that I 
hoped to reach Bcnangan that night. But great caution had to 
be exercised in shooting several small rapids, where the river, 
largely increased in volume by the rains, whirled in stroug eddies 
over the rocky bottom. Large trunks of trees, carried down by 
thc flood, wcre tossed about like corks on the boiling water, aud 
were oftcn moro dangerous to our small craft than the legitimate 
S~ylIre and Charybdes that we had to avoid on tIle way. 'fhe 
rivor was about one hundred yards wido, but the overhanging 
branehcs of th(l giant i t'ceil often. mct mitlway over the water, and 
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formed a grateful shelter ,from tho rays of tIle afternoon Sllll . 
Occasionally a break in thc stretch of woods revealed rice-fields 
recently planted; and other signs of increasing population and 
industry among the inhabitantS met our vicw in quick suc­
cession, to be . as rapidly lost to sigllt as our little vessels, urgtld 
still fast-€r in their downward course by paddles wielded by 
strong and willing arms, rushed onwan] towards the sea. Be­
t ween Tieo and Benangan we passed about a d03en Dynk settle­
ments; one of the larger houses, surrounded by a high fence 
of slmrply_pointed plants, was the residence of Panger an Tomon · 
goeng. 

The village of Benangan is situated at the confluence of tho 
river of that name and the Teweh. We re"~ted here only long 
enough to obtain a larger and more convenient prau; and thcn my 
crew willingly agreed . to tow all night, in order to reach the 
town of Fort Teweb, s6nie few miles further down, on tho folio\\'-
. . 
mg mornmg. 

The night was gloriously fine, and there was no difficulty III 
keeping our course along the centre of the ~ddying stream. It 
could indeed have been easily distinguished by tIle keen eyes of 
the look-out stationed in the pr6w had the weather been much less 
favourable, for the limits of the dark stream flecked with spots of 
white foam were clearly defined against the more sombre shadows 
on the wooded banks. 

This was Christmas Eve! I was anxious if possible to spend 
• the following day somewhere within the confines of civilization, 

and the town of Teweh, or Lotoentoer, was my only chance of 
such sanctuary-a poor substitute, at best, for the places with 
which my memory of past Christmas Days was associated; still 
it was better than the habitations of Head_Hunters, with the risk 
of being poisonlld by a savage proffering his dainty fruits . 

• 
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ODAPTER XV. 

Clorilimu D~1-AD nnul'odedreneontro-CivilitalioMtiatt-Fort T~ .. eh-" Aboont 
friond." _TI>e yellow Tht.rito_A highway of c<lmmerte-lIekom~i-Tho finol 
Itago_Arrinlal. lli.n<ljo.mAAin_Tlto 8ult.o.n'$ reeeptiQn_An oriontal Voni~_ 
Scene on the river_Tho };"ropoan qu"rter_Chines<) eot\lonlont--Tho diamond 
min_lIisw";cal roV;OW_ El1gliol; aDd Dotch enterpn-Mild dissipltiOn.. 

CnRISTlfAS DAY! T ho message of" Peace on earth, goodwill 
toward mon," was little known to these barbarians among whom 
my lot was temporarily east. Early in the morning of this day 
we encountered two praus full of Dyaks, all armed, and in com· 
plete war-costume, paddling laboriously agninst tJ,o swift current. 
Orucrs wore gil'cn to slaoken speed as we approached them, find 
my guide, Sahadnn, inquirod their eITand . 

"Tho Dyaks of Koet.ci are coming to take beads from among 
our friends in Doesoen, snd we are going to fight. them," was the 
reply. 

Salmdan assured them that we had just come from Doesoen, 
and that all was peace; oxplaining that the Dyaks of Koetei woro 
only coming to Doesoon to oscort the Sultan and the" Commissie." 
But the chief in tho foremost prau doubted his words, and looked 
at UII with suspicion. 

"Wo will Dot rest till wo soe with our own eyes, though the 
river fights against UII," he answered, and ordered bin rowers to 
ply their paddles again with all speed against t.he stream. 

We reaclled Fort TOII'oh at noon. Our arrival, Wall not un· 
oxpccrod, for alarge and motlCly crowd of Dyaks and Malays- men, 
"Women, and ehildren-Ilad gathored in front of Raden Kasoema's 
house. What a contrast did the village presont to the scenes to 
which I had become accustomed in Kootei! Thoro, no law was 
observed save that of sclf-wiIl and indulgence-no order main~ 
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tained excep~ where it could be said to be secured by thc extenni­
nation of the weak by the strong. 'rhe rights of property were 
not respected, simply because they were not known to e:<:ist. 
Everyone helped himself to wllUt he could, wllere hc could, when 
he could, and how JIC could. Each party, each indil'i.dual, was 
an object of s~spicion on the part of his neighbour. 'rradc in it9 
most embryonic state bardly cxisted, for no man would think of 
giving anything iu exchange for an article that he coveted; sufficient 
for him that hc was strong cnough to gain it by force, by murder 
if need be, and to keep it by \-1rtue of his reputation as a Head­
Hunter. "But here, almost at the confines of Dutch territory, Jaw 
and order were respected and observed; on all sides were signs 
of a flourishing trade; crime met with its retribution at the hands 
of justice; labour was respected and paid for; and :Malays and 
Dyaks, only occasionally in communication with the white mall, 
worked harmoniously together for their mutual welfare and the 
good of the State. 

The population of Fort 'l'eweh, or Lotoentoer, is about 2500, 
nearly 1000 being pure Dyaks, who live on the right hank of tIle 
Barito; and tbe rest a mixed raoo of Dyaks, Malays, and Boegis, 
professing a religion of which Mohammedanism is the basis, with 
a superstrllcture of Dyak superstitions, who keE'p together on 
tIle left bank of the river Durito, where it is joined by the Toweh , 
holding themselves aloof from the Dyaks. 

All the inhabitants of the toWll . al'e keen traders. Agriculture 
is little practised, only a little rice being grown, not noarly suffi. 
cient for local consumption. At thc time of my arrival, several 
cargoes of rice from Bandjermasin were waiting to be landed . 
The staple production of the district is rattan, of which large 
quantities are conveyed to Bandjermasin in rafts, of great length 
and height, which, as they glide down the river, resemble floating 
fortresses. A great deal of excellent timber is cut for boat_building 
and house· building purilOMs. Wax and gutta-percha and edible 
birds'_nests are also collected in the neighbouring forest, and sent 
down the river to Bandjermasin. Both Dyaks and Malays, and 
the mixed races as well, are well advanced on the path of civiliza­
tion. The Dutch character has impressed itself strongly on the 

" 2 
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habits and morals of all classes. The Dutch dress is largely 
adopted, and a patois of tho language is current among the people. 
FOl"t Teweh was for many years the farthest aUvanced military 
post of the Dutch in the interior of the Island of BOfneo; and, 
only a few days boforo my arril'al, the garrison had been recalled 
to Fort Bocntock some sixty miles nearer Bandjermasin. This fact 
is evidence enough of the stability of tho sovcl"€igoty of tlu) 
Netherlands Government in this quarter, but tIle former name of 
tho scttlemeut---Lotoentocr-is significant of a grave disaster to 
the Dutch army during tho waf of lS5!)·64, when a party of 
Dyaks boarded the war-steamer" Onrust "-0. name of ill-omen, 
signifying" trouble "-arid killed tho whole crew, offieers and 
men, save one native sailor who escaped by swimming ashore. 
The Dyaks scuttled the ship, which still lies deep below the 
muddy waters of the Barito, 

Her-e I spent Obristmas Day in the year 18i9, I celebrated tho 
occasion after the European fashion by having cooked a largo 
plum, pudding, which I had carried across Borneo, preserved in 
a tin, find hy drinking the J\ealth of distant friends in Ii glass of 
ehampagne. As I "drained the flowing bowl," I was struck with 
the reflection that, frightful as are the crimes for whieh the abuse 
of intoxicating liquors is responsible, it is not always the case 
that" teetotalism" and "irtue, or "drink" and crime go hand 
in hand. The bloodthirsty, cowardly savages of the centre of 
Borneo are mostly water-drinkers; the only native substitute for 
alcoholio liquors is the well.known toewak, made from heneyand 
riee, \Vllcther they would be better or worse if "fire-water" 
were introduced into their midst, and thoy develeped a liking for 
it, I will not venture 'to say; but it is at least a fact that human 
naturo in its lowcst form, unredeemed by a single raj of religion 
or of civilization, has not in this case, at least, been helped on the 
backward path by the curse of "drink." . 

On the 28th December, thtl Sultan and suite arrived at the 
fort, and was received with demonstrations of respect by the 
Jlcople. I tricd to obtain news about the wal'-praus tbat we had 
mct, but could get no particulars. All tlJat I heard was that 
Ills Highness was vcry footsore, and that he had run the risk of 
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being poisoned by, probabJy, the same Dyaks who had offered my 
party some fruit near 'rico. 

Raden Kasoema, in whose house I bad been staying, and who 
had now returned with the Sultau of Koetei, was exceedingly 
kind, and helped me Jlire a large prau and crcw to take me and 
my men to ' Bandjermasin, for wllich I started ou the 29th 
December. I was to pay lOs. sterling for the bire of tIle boat, 
and n. as wages, hesides provisions to the crew of seven men. 
At five p.m. we passed Fort Boentoek, but ' having the current in 
our favour, we determined to coutinue our journey all night, and 
arrived at eight o'clock ou tI,e following morning at the large 
village of Binkoewang, where we stopped to bny some fruit . 
'J'hree hours later, we pas~ed Mankatip, (lDother Malay settlement, 
and towards sun~et alTh'ed at Pamingil', a village situated at the 
mouth of a river of that name, flowing into the Barito, where we 
rested for the night. The river llere was quite yellow with tbe 
mud wllich it brought down from the country above, to deposit 
it by and by ou its low_lying bauks, or ou the fast-increasing 
delta at its mouth. The stream was flowing fast, but we were 
still a long dist.ance from Bandjermasin, and t.bis was the last 
day but onc of the year. I had wished, if possible, to reach the 
port to-morrow, or at latest by New Year's Day, and asked Kichil 
if he thought it possible to get to Bandjermasin by the following 
evening. The crew had all paddled bravely, and were worn out 
witb their long row j but with a bathe in the muddy water, and 
tho promise of an extra rupee a-piece if they reached the town 
by to-morrow night, they agreed to row all night and all 
day, and undertook to be at Bandjermasin in the afternoon of 
tho 31st. 

At sunrise, we arrived at Moeara Bahan, or Bekompai, on 
the right bank of tbe Barito, by far the largest and most important 
place we had yet seen. For more than two miles, tIle houses 
built on posts extended along the river side, snrronnded by 
plantations of bananas, penang, and cocoa-palms, while not a few 
lay in the river itself, built on rafts, called taM/s . Many of them 
were decorated with tasteful carvings on the roofs and sides of 
the walls. Hundreds of prans wore moored to the banks, forming 
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shops, where rico, salt, calico, and prints of all sorts wore offered 
for !;ale; and numerous dj<>el.:ang$ (small praus), with a. solitary 
individual in each- generally a woman, weariog an immense hat, 
that concealed her entire race from au inquisiti\'o gaze, and pro­
tocwd her at tho sarna time from the rays -0£ the burning sun­
woro moving simply along from rakit to midi, from house to 
hou8C, offering for salo a gl'Cflt assortment of fruits, nod dried or 
fresh fish, &C. 

"Bekompai," says &hwsncr, "is tho key to the commerce of 
about 2300 goographical squaro miles of Borneo. 'rh03 produce 
of Nagara and Ba.rito, also a great doal of merchandise from the 
Kapoeas and Kabaijao, lind their way to the world's commerce by 
way of this village." 

The people !l.l"l;'! a mixture of Malay and Dynk blood, int.crmingled 
occasionally witll Boegis and ChineS(l. This mixture has been 
going on for more ~han t\TO centuries, according to Dr. Schwaner 
ever since ~he Mohammcdlin religion was introduced, in 1688. It 
is nol of rnro occurrence that Bekompai men marry Dyak women. 
I am not at all acquainted with their language, but it is fh.r from 
pure Malay ; and I was told they lul.vo many Dyak words in their 
,'ocabulary. 

Here is !It fort, with a garrison, admirably situated from a 
strategical point of view, commanding the Rarito and the Nagaro. 
river opposito, and entiroly olosing the entrance to the int.crior of 
the country. -

The mlarcr we camc to Bandjerma.sin the greater became tbe 
traffic. The river as it g<lt gradually wider and wider seemed to 
bo still more and more orowded with oraft, proceeding both 
upwards and downw'ards, aad at five o'clock wo reached t he 
capital of Southorn Bornco. 

I jumped ashore with a sense of relief and thankfulncsa that the 
last stage in tho journey of over 700 miles was at length success· 
fully completed, and took up my quart.crs at the only hotcl in ~ho 
place, called t he l'ascugemhIlD, kept by a pensioned J avanese 
officer, lIr . Muka, under whose excellent cal'll I was not sorl'y to 
ha.ve the prospect of a few days' rest. My health wn.s somewhat 
shaken by the fatigue.~ of tho journey, nnd tho necessarily un· 



• 

HETDUNG, MY PAVORltE DYAK BOY 



An OriCllfai Floalillg 1I1arl:ct. .6, 
healthy conditions under which a grent part of it had been 
performed. 

Tho following day the thunder of the guns on board tho 
"Rionw," which had temporarily exchanged stations with the 
"Salak," and in the forts ashore announced the arrival of my 
friend and fello\~ traveller, the Snltan. I was too unwell to go 
and meet his Highness, who in the afternoon sent the Pangeran 
Prahoe to offer his congratulations on the successful accomplish-
ment of our journey. • 

Dandjermasin, or Dandjer, as it is oommonly called, for the 
sake ·of brevity, the capital of Southern Borneo, is situated iu 
latitude 3· 22' S., and longitude 114· 38' E. It has, according to 
Mr. Meijel·, the late Resident, a thrifty and_ prosperous population 
of 38,000, living in houses either floating on the water or built on 
tho banks of the Barito and on the island of Tattas, formed by 
the two arms into which the tributary stream Riam-Kina divides 
at its mouth, known as the Kween and the Kajoe Tangi. 

The low_lying shores being covered with water at eyery flood tide 
tho houses that are not floating are raised on piles. All communi_ 
cation is by water, and the scene presented every morning in this 
oriental Venice is vcry pict.urosque, as hundreds of tambangans­
small canoes, with prow and stern peaked high in the air, and a 
small covered seat in the ccntre-move ceaselessly from house to 
JlOuse, laden with frnits, vegetables, and sweet-scented flowers; or 
with dried fish, rice, cocoa-nuts, and othel· provisions. "Moored to 
the shore, or to tho larger strncturcs which serve as warohouscs, 
are numbers of large coyered boats, bnilt of ironwood, called 
sampangs, for tho construction of which the Bandjer people arc 
celebrated; while others are just returning from a trading ex­
pedition, laden with the brittle pottery;ware from Amontai, or with 
pisangs and sugar-canes, cocoa-nuts and durians, the produce of 
the interior or of the neigHbouriog islands. 

To take a. c~oe audjoin tho busy throng, paddling about from 
stall to st-all in this floating market-a sort of Covent Garden and 
Billingsgate combiued-is a pleasant way of spending the cooler 
hours of tho moming in Bamljermasin, and affords ample oppor­
tunity of studying the various nationalities represented there. 

• 
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Here, sitting beneath the little awning in the contre of her canoe, 
btl\' head half hidden under a huge palm-leaf hat, is a Dyak 
woman, offering pis:lngs and durians, piled in heaps at either ond 
of the little vessel. Ugh! the odour of the great prickly balls so 
highly esteemed in the East! liow cun . any ono l'Qlish a fruit 
which nauseates with such a vile smell? There, is. another float­
ing costcrmongcr's barrow laden with cocoa-nuts, piled up like 
cannon-balls hig'h above the gunwale. At the next tUrD you get 
to the leo side of a Chinaman's stock of stinking fish, and haston 
to windward, till tho odious odour is replaced by thE> sweet perf~mo 

-of the mass of flowers which lie so ]iglltly on the floor of a oanoe 
paddled swiftly along by the strong arms of a Malay belle, whose 
black hair is decked with one of the choicest of the flowers from 
hel·lol'ely stock of wares; never, you think, did camellia look so 
fair as that white flower against the dusky skin and still darker 
hair of the Malay flower· seller. It is a treat to stop a minuto or 
two and linger over the fairy cargo, wbich before many hours 
will he withered in tho llOt sun. Here comes a larger sampang, 
with a crew of unlovely Boegis, and a cargo of the famous Boegis 
sarong cloths and dettas, floating lazily up with the tide; and 
no sooner have you made way for this than you ),arrowlyeseape 
collision with a coasting vessel, manned by Klings, singing their 
monotonous song as they haul at the ropes and make ready to sail 
away again on another trading trip. And so, amid. a confusion of 
voices, and in an atmosphere alternating bct.weon the perfumes of 
Eden and the most sickening fumes of putrifying animal and 
vegetable matter, you may pass tIle early morning. As tho sun 
rises towards the zenith the multitude of boats gradually disperse, 
and before noon the turmoil gives way to a sceno of listless 
ropose. 

On the point where the Kween leaves the main s~rcalll is a. 
small island called Pulo Kambang, literally" Flol,!er Island"­
a forost-covered swamp, swarming with monkeys. This is a. 
favourite resort of the peoplc of Bandjcrmasin, forming as it were 
a natural" monkey-house," the inmates cf which, though dwelling 
in their native freedom, are qllite tame, aud will take focd readily 
from thc hands of visitors. The long_nose variety are especially 

• 



numerous. I made an excursion to this plaeo ono day, together 
\\'iUJ. the Sultan and a large party, accompanied by a band of 
music and quite a fioet of canoes. Notwithstanding the unwonted 
noise and excitemen~, the monkeys seemed, after the first few 
minutes, quito unconccrned, and swarmed down to the water's 

• 
edge close to the boats. 

'l'he town of Bandjermasin is divided into several knrnpongs, 
in which the different races form separate communities. 

The offioial Dutch part of the town is on ·the so-called islaud of 
'l'attO-s, at the mouth of the Riam-Kina. This island is really 
li~tlc more than a mudbank, being nearly eoverod at high water, 
and only wholly exposed at low water. The houses arc arranged 
in narrow streets, which at high water are a series of miniature 
canals, through wbich the smull native tambangans can just pass; 
while at low water they are nothing more than a s(,rics of mud 
ditches, from which a most unwholesome effluvium arises. About 
one hundred EUl'opean officials, civil and military, live here. 1\110 
llouses are all built of wood, of only ordinary appearance; and 
there are, besides, a club, or 1·oellla bolla, a hospital and commodious 
barracks for the trocps. 

The natives of Bandjcrmasin and district al'e under a chief 
bearing the title of Rcnggo, who is appointed by the Govcrnmen~, 

and receives a salary. The ChincSG, Arabs, and Borgis, are also 
governed by their own chiefs, each of whom is appointed by the 
Residellt . These chiefs, or lieutenants, are unpaid, a r ich. and 
influential personage being always selected to fill the post. 

Just opposite the European settlement, on the left bank of the 
Kween, is the Chinese kamponj:; . Here Lee Boon Kim, the Chinese 
Lieutenant, received me most kindly, and under his guidance I 
was enabled to visit the establishments of many of the leading 
traders. Lee Boon Kim sets a good example to his fellow_ 
countrymen, being noted for his integrity and business_like habits. 
Would that as much could be said for all bis neighbonrs! 

Nearly every honso in the Chinese quarter is a shop or bank 
(bank van lee1.ing) . John sits in the dvorway or nnder the verandah, 
with his long opium pipe in his hand, and dressed neatly in a clean 
white tunic ornamented with filagree buttons of gold or silver, 
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wide black cotton trousers, and a pair of soft felt shoes. Bis 
motto in trading is "small profits and quick returns," and goods 
of evcry kind call be bought cheaper here than in tho European 
quart.cr. But in money-lending transactions John Chinaman never 
charges less than twenty_four per cent. interest, and always insists 
on good seonritY. He is polite to a degree. If a ohanoe customor, 
or anyone merely" looking about," enters the shop, John asks 
ll im to sit down, and offer~ him a cup of tea, or, if a European, a: 
glass of beel·. He is open to barter, and if you don't open your 
eyes you must open your purse, fOJ' the sole aim of the Chineso is 
to aocumulato a fortune. 

The Chinese traders are, however, a good pattern for the 
:lHalays, who have been greatly iofluenced by t.hem . Besides 
being good shopkeepel's they are vcry industrious: many are 
artisans, exoollent carpenters, good tailors, shoemakers, and 
jewellors. But their curse is their taste for gambling. In the 
(Welling, when business is over, they will sit with a friend or two 
under the verandah, lighted up with a grotesque Chinese lantern 
suspended from the c!liling, smoke the indispensablo opium pip€, 
and have a game of cards, over which t.he betting is fas~ and 
furious. When it happens that John is entirely ruined by card. 
playing, his gol~ buttons and everything conceivable gone, he will 
proceed to Martapoera, to the gold and diamond-mines, and try to 
repair his lost fortune. 

Bandjermasin was formerly famous as a diamond-market, and 
supplied the great dealers and cutters in Amsterdam with gems 
from the mines of :r.rartapoera. But since the South African 
diamond-fields were discovered the diamond-mines in Borneo have 
been almost at a standstill, and stones thero are now no cheaper 
than they can be bought in Europe. 'l'he Malays assert that the 
Martapoera diamond is purer than any other kind, and does not 
lose its brilliancy. A few dealers still go round the j,ouses and 
offer them for sale. Intending purchasers, if they have any 
experience of the cheating habits of the Malay, always take the 
native with his diamonds before the Assistant Hesident. Most of 
the oflleials know the value and genuineness of the stones, and the 
Malay has too much respect and Jear to take any undue advan-
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tage before Toewan bes ... r (the gl'eat man) as thoy call the 
Resident. 

Although the mines of 1>fartapoera havo scarcely been worked 
of late years, tho cunr;ing Chinamen, in order to keep the reputa­
tion of BandSel' as a diamond-market, import every year over 
] 0,0001. worth of Cape diamonds, which find their way to China, 
and to the numerous princes and nobles all over the Archipelago 
who buy them for real Martapoera stones. Considerable value is 
att-acilCd to one particular sort of diamo'nd, called t I,e iniel~ 

boen/oel (tail of the diamond). Dr. Schwaner says the natives can 
it the" soul of tho diamond" (diamanhiel), but I never heard it . 
mentioned by. t hat name. It is generally of a round form, with a 
granulated surface, semi_transparent, of a greyish-black or greyish­
brown colonr. Thc people aU say it is so much harder than tho 
ordinary diamond that thcy arc uuabk to cut or polish it. These 
in/en boentoct are in demand amongst the Chincse, who set t.hem in 
rings, believing them to prevent certain diseases. Soon after 
my alTival at Bandjermasiu a Frenchman and his son callie to stay 
there for a few days, having receil'ed permission from t he Dutcll 
Government to dig for diamonds at )lartapoera. 'l'hey were lucky 
in securing the services of a pensioned soldier who could speak 
French, for Messieurs ws Fra1!rais could converse neithcr in Malay 
nor in Dutch, and "it is very difficult to make a Malay understand 
you by merely nodding the head or shrugging the shoulders. 

Many of the Chinese here are half-castes, born of Malay or 
Javanese women; and though always conversing among themselves 
in the Chineso language they all speak Malay. 

The Malay part of tho town lies distinct frum the Chinese 
kampong, at the point where the Kwccn leaves the Barite. 

Bandjerma,;;in is one cf tho oldest trading_ports in Borneo. As 
long ago as the sevent:eenth century the Dutch Ea"st India 
Company made commercial treaties with the natives, but owing to 
the deceitflll and treacherous charact:er of tho pecple the trado 
had to be abandcned. In the eighteenth century relations with 
them were renewed, but were frequently int:errupted from the 
same cause. According to Mr. Hugh Low, the English in 1706 
attempt:ed to establish a factory at Bandjer, but before thcir forts 
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were finished their baugMy and insolent behaviour brought down 
upon them the vengeance of the Sultan; who attacked their settle_ 
ment in the night with 3000 men and burnt it; but as the Euro_ 
peans had received notice of his intention they had retired to their 
ships, which to the llumbc\' of four were.in the harbour, These 
also wcre attackcd by the infuriated Sultan and his injured subjects, 
and, though the two largest escaped, the two smaller ones were 
burnt, together with the greater part of their crews. Soon after, 
the Sultall, finding the loss of tradc aJfccted his revenues, informed 
thc English that a free trade might be carried on with his 
dominions, but that he would neyer suffer UlOm, or any other 
nation, to fortify them~elvcs in his country. 

In 1711, according to Dr, Hollander, the first Dutch factory was 
establishcd in Bandier, and in 1747 thc Dutch succeeded in esta­
blishing a settlement and a fort on the island of 'rattas, Forty 
years later the Sultan made a treaty, whereby ho handod over the 
who10 of his territory to the Dutch East India Company. 

'L'ho Dutch, at the time when :Marshal Daendels was GorC'rDor_ 
General (1810), formally abandoned tlwir seWemen~; and in 1811, 
when Lord :Minto happened to he in Malaeca, the Sultan requested 
the Englisll to reoccupy the place instead of the Dutch, and Mr. 
Alexander Hare was commissioned to make an arrangement with 
the Sultan to eheck the pirates. 

Not'l'<-jthstanding his official position, Mr. Hare formed a plan, 
so says Dr. Hollander, to found for llimself a principality in the 
interior of Bandjermasin, on the same plan as that later adopted 
by J ames Brooke in Sarawak. He recei."ed for that purpose from 
the Sultan a picce of territory whidl was very sparsely inhabited , 
and got many inhabitants of Java transported as colonists to this 
lccality, wllCre they were employed to Jay out coffee and 
pepper plantations; and here he reigned over them as an 
autocrat. 

On the rostitution of Borneo to the Netherlands, after the general 
peaee in 1810, Hare was obliged to leave his country, and most of 
the Javanese whom he had decoyed thither were sent back to their 
own land. Ho ultimately establishod himself with some slaves in 
the Kokos Islands, whcre he again played the rOle of an independent 
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pl'IDce, till 1827, when anothcr Englishman, J . Ross, came amI 
settled in one of these islands. Owing to disputes that arose 
between Ross and Hare, the latter left the Kokos Islands, while 
Ross remaiued, aud eventually beoame ehid of a thriving mercan­
ti le colony. 

The family of Ross is quito well known all over the East; I 
often hoard the name mentioned by merchants as that of the king 
of the Kokos Islands. The present" king" i.s the son of the Ross 
whose advent caused Hare to quit the place . 

Since then trade has rapidly inet-eased, and Bandjermasin is at 
present the largest trading-port in Borneo, and is annually 
visited by a great number of ships, many of them of large 
size. The prinCipal exports are rattan, gutta-pereha, edible 
birds'-nests, resin, wax, dried fish, various sorts of timber, and 
gold dust. Very fine plaited mats of rattan, in various coloured 
patterns, made by the Dyaks of Kapoeas and Kahaijan, worth 
from six to eight florins each, are also exported. 

'fhe imports into Bandjermasil\ are coloured prints, whit(l and 
blaek eotton cloth, gambier, tobacco, salt, opium, Chinese earthen­
ware, copper wire, beads, &c. 

During his stay hel"€> the Sultan was the lion of the place, and 
expressed the greatest satisfaction with the warmth of his recep­
t ion. lIe spent much of his time pnrchasing presents to take 
home to his wives. Among other things some sewing machines 
took his fancy, and a couple of perambulators, Ivllich he expected 
might shor tly prove usoful. I suggested tlmt'he should give me a 
commission to send him out a gross of these uscful little carriages 
on my return to England. 

Before his departure tho Resident gave a ball in his honour; 
and when the" 1'iger" came to convey him back to Tangaroeng 
hc carried away with him most pleasant recollections of his visit 
to Bandjer. On lea.ving; his Highness presented me with a. mag­
nificent brilliant ring, as a mark of friendsh ip and a souvenir of 
our long journey together. 

While indnlging in the mild dissipa.tions of the place, and re­
cruiting my health for a t.rip into the Mindai and Amontai dis­
tricts, I had time· to arrange more carefully tho results of my 
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observations of the country through which I had passed, and of 
the people inhabiting it. 

To the~e details the next two or three chaptlJrs will b'o devoted 
-the only introductory remark being that the notes are confined 
to a description of what I saw of the territory of the Sultan of 
Koetei, and of the Dynk races inhabiting that territory . 

, 

• 
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CHAPTER XVI. 
• 

Geographical .ketch. of Koo!('i_P""ition 3ml .,..,,_ Phy.ieal a.poct---The R\,"O' 
Mahakkam- Prinoipal mountains_A hill ",oohing to heaven-A white moun­
tain-The formation of lakos- Goology-ClimaIc--S=<>"o_Flo",_ UlICful 
p!anl$_Populatioll_ DilTcrant """'" inhabiting Kootci- RostridioIUI on t",<lo. 

KOETEI, or Coti, is the largest and most important of the 
semi_independent states in Borneo, eJl:tending from latitude 
1° 30' S. to 10 40' N., and from longitude 114° 15' to 119° E. at 
its broadest part. On tho west it is ·bounded by the range of 
mountains of the Doesoen district and Passir; on the north, by 
the mount-ain chains of Boelangan and Berouw; on the south, by 
the district of Passir and tho sea; and on the east by the Celebes 
Sea. and tbe Straits of Mac.'l.ssar. 

It covers an area. of about 37,000 squaro miles, or nenrly one· 
fifth of the whole of Borneo. 

The goneral aspect from the sea is that of an immense alluvial 
undulating plain of mangl'oves, backed by low mountains in the 
distance. Tho north-eastern shores are lined with casuarinas, 
whose drooping branches give them a very picturesque appearance. 
The greater part of Koetei, especially ncar the coast, consists ef 
alluvial soil, raised but little above the sea"level, and of the 
greatest fertility, brought down by the River Mahakkam and its 
numerous tribut~ries. Rising in tho mountain chain in the north. 
west eerner of Koetei, t~is river takes a winding course to tho sea. 
at Pclaroeng, where it is over a. mile wide, forming a delta, with 
seventeen arms and embracing fifty miles of coast. This delta is 
one of the most difficult to navigate in the Indian .Archipelago, 
but the river is navigable as far as Moera. PallOu for steamers 
drawing not more than ten feet of water, 



An oblique lino drawn across Kootd from the source of tllO 
Uahakkam to tho sea. is over 300 miles; anel the river, taking 
into account its winding courso, eflnnot very well be less Ulan 
double tilut length. Beyond Moeara Pahr)U, howevcr, notbing is 
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known of the ?lfahukkam. "Major MUller is the o~ly European who 
ever passed beyond Moeara Puhou; and the gallant Major and his 
party were murd('rcd loy tllc Dyuks, at tho instigation of tho then 
Sultan of Koetei, in 1825, a short distalleo boyond that place. 

Doth the mnin stream, howcvcr, and its tributaries-tho Mooarr .. 
Pahon, the TeiCH, ~nd t he Moc~ra Kam~n-arc ae6casib!c to native 
canoes, affording great facilities for interM! communication. .I.\ t 

tile villllge or Mocara Kamlln, where thoMahakkllm bends south 
and takes up tho river of that name, flS well as at tile entrance of 
the 'I'e\Cn, tl lel'O is a yery strong current. • 

For miles of its lower course tJIC banks of the Mahakkam are 
nothing l>ut muddy swamps, lined witll mangroves and nipa. palms; 
higller up, the country is dense low-lying forest; but above tho 
Dyak settlement of Long Wai the country becomes hilly, though 
there is no regulnr range of mountain$. South.west from Kotta. 
Dangoen is th .... Gocnong (mount) Tinjnvnn, wllich I think is 
about 1000 fcot high. From the vi11nge of Allo I ~aw, quite in 1\ 

8outher!y dil'ootion, a large mountnin, which could riot be far 
8hort of WOO fed high, called the Goonong Bratus; the Sultan 
assured me it was thc lligliest in Kootci. On the fron tier between 
Koctoi and Pas sir is t he Gocnong Balik Pappau, another mountain 
of note. 

According to the Dyaks, thero is in tIle extreme north_west 
corner of Kootci one great cent ral chain of mountains, caned 
'rcebang, whero arc the sources of the gl'ent rivers of Bornco­
tllO Kapoells, the Mahakkam, and OtIICI'S. 

Other rumours say that the SO Ul'ces of tho 'Mahalj;kam are in the 
mountain 'I'opoe_Poorau . This mountain is 80 high that it is said 
to bo witllin a trifle of roaching llcavcn. The Dahou Dyaks told 
Dr. Schwaner that t he top of this mountain was always" white" 
-an expression which has been sUPpotled to signify that it is a 
snow-clad peak. I am, however, inclined to think that the white 
appearance is due mtller to the existence of thick mistIJ, which 
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lire frequently so op3que and white as to look like snOIY. I ha.vo 
myself often been struck wi th tliO resemblance which the hillsides 
in Sumatra, enveloped in these thick morning mists, bear to II. 

snow-covered rungo of mountains. 
Dorneo is 'rich in lakes, or Danaus, as thoy arc called; and in 

Koctei I passed through a. regular chain of them. The dis­
tinguished traveller, Dr. Scl1wanel', tells liS in his " Borneo" how 
these dnnaus are formed ;-

"Dy danau must be understood an inlan(1 mass of water in tho 
deepest part of a swampy d is~riet. They are only to be met in 
the low_lying countries and in tl10 immediate vicinity of rivers. 
Their mode of formation is often very similar to thnt of the 
Antassans or 'l'roesans (passages or canals) , sueh as thosc in the 
Mnrtapocrn and other rh'ers of Borneo, which arc channels used 
for the purpose of shortening the water route. Some of these 
channels arc dug by hand, but most of them have fanned them­
selves by the force of the wnter in times of flood. A channel 
tllUS formed eventually onlarges to a danau, or lake. At every 
flood the water in tIle rivol' flows into the ilannll and enlarges it ; 
the swampy formation extends further nnu further, und the ex· 
posed surface, owing to the inundation, gets larger and Jarger. 
This cxplantltion of the formation of the danaus, and the extensive 
morasses which ono mccts in the neighbourhood of rivers, rests 
on Rome accurate observations, and enlirely supersedes thc theory 
of volcanic action, to which tliO occasional depth of some of theso 
lakes bns been attributed. 'I'hc presenco o£ balllks of t imber and 
foundations on the bottom ofsomo danuus, and of tho channels con_ 
necting thorn with tho main stream, is a proof tbat in former timos 
the (lis tricts hnve been peopled which now, owing to tho gradual 
sinking of the surrounding country. have ehanged into morass. 

" Tho danau~ have no determined shorcs; tbe ground sinks 
imperceptibly to its gl;UtcSt depth; and tho continued cltangcs 
of the land surface cause just as numerons enlargements or 
diminutions of tho area of the lakes 01' dana\16," 

'l'ho principal danaus of tho Mahakkam arc the Djempang, 
Semajang, Gadang Morong, [lnd Malintang. Tho two first am 
more than fi fteen miles in length. , 
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Coals I j,avo found vory abundant in Koetei near tho banks of 
the rivers; tho Sultan works a couple of minos vory profitably, bis 
bost customer being the Dutch Government. Iron is also found 
in the interior; aud I have been shown samples of gold by tho 
DYflks, who, however, keep the places wbere it is found secret, as 
they have no desire that Europeans should como into their 
territory. 

The climate near the coast, that is, as far as Tangaroong, may 
be looked upon as healthy, considering the position immediatdy 
beneath the Equator. The heat is certainly very trying from noon 
to throe p.m . ; the average temperature is from 90' to 92' Fahr., 
while at Long Will it often was as high as 95' in the shade. The 
early mornings are tho mos~ agreeabJe part of the day in the 
tropics. At sunrise the thermometer geuerally showed 72', while 
in the evenings I found it to be 82'. 

ConSidering the country is traversed by the Equator, one would 
expect a greater heat; but the comhined influence of tllO prevailing 
humidity and of the lux;uriant vegetation with which the country is 
covered, and of tho frequent sea breezes, tends to lessen the heat. 
I must say I never felt thc heat so trying in any part of Koetei as 
in the Rod Sea, along tho sandy, dreary Arabian coast. The'few 
Europeans accustomed to live in this part of Borneo agree with 
me that many worse climates might be found in the Archipelago. 
The night.<; are ex;oeedingly damp, owing to the condensation 
during the cool night of the vapours raised during the day from 
the extensive swampy ground. 

In the InUJrior I dQ not think the climate at all healthy. Ilmd 
proof of this in th~ fact that all my men were often attacked 
with violent fevers and dys(mtery, partly owing, no doubt, to the 
badness of the water from the rivers which they had to drink. 

The rainy Sf!aSOn in Koctei begins in NoverubE)r, and lasts till 
March, when, witll the south.east monsoon, t]u;i "dry season" 
approaches. This is culled the dry time of the year, because it 
does not rain so regularly, and in snch torrents, as in the wet 
senson; but hardly a day passes without slight sllowers. During 
the rainy period the banks of the rivers are flooded, and for miles 
inland the country is undor water. This was the case when I 
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crossed from Koetei to Bandjcrmasin. Neal· AlIo I saw the 
natives propelling small canoes into the forest, along channels 
which were perfectly dry for the rest of the year. 

The flora is represented in endless forms-trces of gigantic 
dimensions and great value, while orchids and palms teem in the 
dense forests, and the banks of the rivers and ('"I'eeks arc clothcd 
with bamboo and several species of the valuable rattan, the most 
important article of commerce in the island. 

I will only just enumerate those trees and plants which struck 
me as common and useful. For milcs tho nipa palms (Nipa 
frutican$) and the mangroves covcr the banks of the rivers. 'l'he 
former grow to the salt-water line, and arc invaluable to the 
natives as roof covering for their houses, the leaves being spli t 
and mado into attap. The fruits are eaten by· the natives, and 
the nectar of their scented flowers is food for the great swarms 
of bees, and other less valuable insects. 

The nibong, a palm that grows in great abundance ncar the 
months of the rivers, furnishes the natives with a vegetable. I 
cannot say much for t,he excellency of its flavour, as it is very 
tasteless. A more important part of tbe tree is perhaps the stem, 
which is made into posts to support the houses, or split to make 
flooring. 

In the interior the bamboo takes the place of tbe nibong fOl· an 
endless varicty of purposes, too wcll known to require a detailed 
account here. 

Another palm that grows in swampy places is the sago. 'rho 
natives make attap from the leaves; bnt they do not understand 
bow to extract the sago of commerce -the most nourishing of its 
products. 

Tbe cocoa-nnt, also so well known, is highly esteemed by the 
Malays, as well as Dyaks. It grows in abundance, but tbe pro­
duction of coeo~nnts does not eqnal the consumption; and great 
quantities are imported in small vessels, of from ten to twenty_fivo 
tons burden, from Celebes. Pare Par~ is a great place for coeoa­
nnts and oil. The husk is commonly used for scrubbing pur­
poses. 

The stately areca palm (Areca alb,,), with a stem fifty feet in 

" 2 
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height, and not more than twenty inches in eirellmference, is 
farmed everywhere for the sake of tlw nut, called penang, which is 
one of the ingredients used in betel or sirih ehewing-~ disgusting 
habit nniversal all o,'er the East. The n Inlay da.msels are very 
fond of the flow ers, whieh are sweetly perfumed . . 

Sugar.C<J.uo (Sacharum o.tJu;inale) is also growll in smalJ quanH. 
ties for home consumption, and the soil is admirably adapted for 
it, 8S well as for the growth of tobacco. 

Thc forest-a are full of troos, producing splendid timber, both 
liard and soft. Foremost porhaps ranks tho kajoe bC8i,· or tebeliM~, 
the ironwood, which is one of tllo fcw trees that are too hard for 
the white ant to destroy. It. is milch IISed by the natives, who 
can afford the labour, for building purposes. Kajoe bintangor is 
a. wood chos!)" for building boats or canoes, whilo the Kajoe 
hawan is muoh used by oarpenters. Moro choice woods arc tho 
ebony, and tile seented Kai~ l"IlwaU; tlw latter is vory e:x:pensive. 
It is di.fficult to get large planks from this tree, but it ia much ill 
demand by tho natives for making trunks or boxes. The wood 
smells like aniseed, and this is one of the few woods that inseet.s 
do not touch. 

In the neighbourhood of the vilJl>ges the Dyaks generally also 
cultivate liman (Tctrantheta cilrala), eladie (Oolocasia anti<]uwlIm), 
obi (Dioscorea alata), and maille (Zea mais) . 

The population is estimated at from j{iO,OOO to 180,000. Tho 
Sultan gavo mo both these numbers ; but I am inclined to think 
tho first is tho most corJ"(lCt, as the different Pangcrans variously 
reckoned tJle population at about 11)0,000 in the whole of Roetei. 

Dr. Hollander, in his" Land en Volkenkundc," puts the populo.­
t ion down,according to Melville,at 60,000; and Gallois and Weddik 
estimatOO it at 100,000. Since their works were writton, immi­
gration from Celebes has been going on at no sma11 rate; and the 
Sultan, anxious to mako Kootei a" large country," nnd develope 
its resources, despatchos his steamer frequently to Bandjermasin, 
to fetch emigranh to settle in Koetoi. His agents go up tho 
Barito, and especially 1.0 tho thickly inhabited Amontai districts, 
Ivhere they manage to att.root a.- number of emigrants by paying 
whatever debts they may have ineurrcu, nud promising them large 



Dijferellt Races ill Koeltz. .8. 

plots of free land. In October, 1879, the little steamer succeeded 
in getting no less tlmn 414 immigrants from Amontai. 

The eountry is inhabited hy Malays, Boogis, a couplo of hundred 
Chinamon, und a few Klings j and, in tho interior, by Dyaks. 

'l'ho Dyaks. belong to uifferent tribes, and inhabit the banks of 
the Mahakkam, and all the small rivers flowing into that river 
beyond Moeara Pahou. 

The most powerful of these tribes arc those of Long 'V ai, on the 
Moeara Klintjouw river; next in power co~e their neighbonrs at 
Long 'Yahou, on the river of the same name; and then the Trings, 
the only cannibals in Koetei, inhabiting the banks of the Mahak­
bm ncar its source. In the inteJ'iol' wander about tho Oranl] 
Po(man, or Forest People. The Kootoi Malays are confined to 
the coast region, and to the low pal'ts of the ].Iahakkam, below 
Moeara Pahou. They are the "sovereign people" of the princi­
pality. The Boegis are natives of the southern part of Celebes, 
who have settled in Kadei, where they are getting numerous and 
very powerful, especially at Samarinda. 'l'hoy arc active, and 
carryon a good trade. Dr. IIollander says that "t-hey may not 
go further up the river than 'l'angarocng, where they carry on 
their commerce with the natives from the interior, who may not 
descend the river farther than to Tangarocng." If this was the 
case in Dr. Hollander's time it is not so now. I have met large 
Boegis trading praus far up tho Mahaklmm. At Moeara Kaman, an 
important village, I sal'.' more than a do~en Bocgis, selling their 
famous cloth, English prints, rice, and eocoa·nuts, with which their 
sampaogs were laden. 

The Chinese, however, by order of the Sultan, and at the reo 
quest of the Dutch Government, are not allowed to go into the 
interior. They are settled chiefly at Samarinda, though there are 
a few stray Cerostials at 'fangaroeng and Sankolirang . 

• 
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CHAPTER XVII. 

The Dp.k trioo._Pe..onal eh._wuistico-AlbinOl-Thei, clo\hir>g_A hint t.o 
Il'(lvell~rs-Bark r"briCII-Tho Dyak at ho","_ War...osturot-Tbo hdi .. ' ward­
rol.-Mutilating tho ..... _Earring. ond oth" o-rna.n'~nt._" Thero', Iud in 
odd numbe", "-Heirloom_Ten pound. ' weigltl of j6wello.y_ChQrl1UJ_" For 
external application 0011 "-l'rofu.ional tattoocra--Pri .iloge. of "",,,hood and 
matrimony. 

TnE Dyab of Kootei inhabiting the banks of -the Mahakkam 
and its tributaries abovo MOO8ra. Pabou, which is tho farthesL 
inland Mala.y village, are closely allied w the Malay races. Their 
aV(lrage stature i~ short, although taller than tll(l.t of the Malays. 
They havo strongly-built, woll-doveloped fl.eshy bodies, and muscular 
and well.proportioned limbs. '1'he Dyaks of Long Wai and Long 
Wal10u ond the central and northern parts of Kootci are above the 
average height. Such bulky forms a.s are common among the Zulus 
are never seen among tho Dyaks. Only once did 1 see Dyak or 
Malay in Koetei, either man or woman, whOlie size seemed too 
great to be comforklble; and that was a 1I1alay woman in T an. 
gareeng, who was, I beliovG, chief cook to thG Sultan, and no 
doubt resorved a few qhickens ' legs for her ourried rice every 
dny. Dwarfs I never came across. I particularly asked for 
cripples or monstrosities, but only saw QM-unle8s I include a 
couple of Albinos, who '''ere light in colour, the skin being rather 
reddisb aod very scurvy, peeling off in scales . . Their hair was 
light brown, and the eyes grey. I was wid thst such Albinos 
were Dot unoommon in Koetei. Wens arG, however, vGry common, 
nGarly GVGry third woman being troubled with such a protuberance, 
often as large as a child's llOnd. 

The natural tint of the skin of the Dyaks is Ii yellowish browo 
copper colour, slightly paler thall that of tho MaJl\ys. The women 
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as a. rule are lighter in complexion than the men. The hair is 
glossy black, or black-brown, coarse, and straight; it is worn 
long behind, hanging sometimes to the waist, but trimmed short 
over the forehead . Among the old folks I noticed the hair turncd 
grey, but nevcr saw a bald-headed Dyak. 

It is seldom one meets a. Dyak with hairs on the face. If they 
are present it is only a few straggling ones as a moustache, or on 
the chin. I do not say they are unable to obtain tbat facial 
ornament; but tho women abhor a beard, and the men, to please 
them, pluck out with a pair of pinccrs the few hairs that grow on 
the face, as soon as they appear. 

The eyes are dark brown, or black, and generally very bright; 
the principal facial characteristics lire the broad nostrils and tho 
prominent oheek bones. A light skin is much admired by- the 
Dyaks, who often pointed out toO me a woman with a skin rather 
paler than usual, whom they called poeti (white). 

Mr. Perelaer writes: "Parisian fashions have not yet penetrated 
to Borneo's primitive inhabitants .. . .. The Dyak knows far too 
well the climate in which he moves." What was true in 1867 
remains equally true to this day. Some of the tribes do not adopt 
any more extensive wardrobe than was considered necessary by 
Adam and Eve in Paradise before the well-known apple dispuw 
took place; but Malay influence, in the shape of a spangled 
jaeket or a finely-woven Boegis sarong, is certainly making pro. 
gress amongst some of the tribes. In the scanty olothing that 
they do in a few instances adopt, tho Dyaks are certainly practical. 
The dress of the men when at home consists only of a tjawat or 
waist-cloth-a long scarf which is passed round the w!Joist half a 
dozen times, and the ends left hanging loosely, one in front, one 
behind. 'I'his serves the important part of keeping tIle abdomen 

• warm. 
All travellers in tropical climates know, or ought to know, the 

necessity of preventing chill in this part of the body. A thiok 
flannel band or belt should be always worn, night and day, moving 
or statio.nary, if the traveller would avoid the serious danger of 
dysentery. This tjawat is either made of white cotwn, or, if the 
wearer affects to be in the height of fashion, of the favouriw blue 
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cloth . If the Dyak has not the moans of obtaining a piece of 
cloth, he makes a tjawat by tak ing a piece of tIle bark of a tree, 
beating it until the softor portions of the wood arc destroyed, and 
the fibrous portions remain in tho shape of a rongl\ fabric some­
'what resembling the tappa of the Fiji islanders . . This material 
is very durable, and almost waterproof, and is used for many 
purposes whore protection f!'om tho rain is rcquh·cu. 

Tho lload covering is formed of tho same materials uud in a 
similar manner, the crown of the head being left entiroly un­
covored, as tIle natives lIo not seem to have any fear, or oven 
knowledge, of sunstroke. Sometimos, instead of the plain blue or 
white turban, tho well-to-do Dyak buys a printed handkerchief or 
many colours, with which he adorns his head. 'l'hese two articles 
form the only clothing, proporly so called, of the Dyak at home. 
Sometimes, instead of a detta or turban, a cap, made of rattan, 
is worn.' 

The indispensablo mandau, l.owevcr, suspended by a cord or belt 
.. fpom t,l;" left side, and a small sirih basket for carrying tobaceo 
and the ingredients for betel-chewing, are always carried . 1'0 the 
tjawat is sometimes attached a roll of m:'ltting folded or fastened 
into a rectangular form, whiell Ilangs behind, and serves as a 
cushion or chair when sitting down; and generally a few orna­
ments, whieh I slmn presently describe more particularly, com­
plete what I may call his" mufti." In Plate 3 is represented a 
Dyak Iud " at home." 

A Dyak in war-costume is quire another figure. He is then a 
savage in every sense of the term, his extensive equipment en­
hancing th(l appearance of barbarism suggested by "Nature 
unadorned." On his head he wears either a plaited rattan helmet 
of conical shape, into the top and sides of which are stuck the long 
tail feathers of the Argus pheasant anti hornbill;' or· a rough cap 
of moukey skin or bear skin. His body is co,'ered by ajacket­
often sleeveless-of differ'ent coloured cloths, padded with cotton 
wool to keep off thQ poisoned arrows; or, more ofi.cn, a kind of 
shawl is made from the skin of a leopard (Felw macrocelis) or bear, 
through the upper part of which .a hele is cut so ~hat the head 

, See Plat" 19, Fig.~. , &0 PL?W 19, Fig. 10. 
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may pass thl'ough, and tho skin allowed to fall over the chest and 
behind the back . The fore part of t.his covering is ornamented 
with feathers, beads, or shells of the !arge pearl-oyster (Meleagi'ina 

mal'gal'ilijera), and tho sides are trimmed with pieces of red cloth. 
(A pictul'o of a wahiol' in. such a costume is given in Plate 28.) 
Under tllis the tjawat is always worn. On the left side is hung 
the mandau,and behind this are the quiver of arrows amI a similar 
but smaller case containing the pith pellcts. In the right hand 
is held tIle blowing_tube (sumpitao), from which the tiny poisoned 
arrows are blown, and which also serves as a spear; while the left 
hand grasps a shield (kliau). The neck, arms, and legs are decked 
with val·ious ornaments, among which one or more of the indis­
pensable tambatongs or charms (soc p. 180) are sure to figure. 

The ladies' wnrdrobo is net much more elaborate than that of 
the men at home. The upper part of the body is usually un· 
covered; but a sarong, or petticoat, of some bright-colourod cloth 
is hung round the waist, sometimos barely roaching to the knee, 
semetimes nearly touching the ground. The ordinary head-dress 
is either a tall conical hat'-the appearnnce of which is very 
becoming-without a crown, embroidered with beads; or else a 
small piece of ribbon similarly trimmed.' Sometimes a jacket is 
worn. Of this there aro two prevailing types ; one, the common 
kind, is a short loose jacket' made of beaton bark, the edges being 
bound with coloured cloth, and the sides sometimes ornamented 
with rough embroidery; the other kind of jacket resembles in 
shape the" ladies' jersey" lately so fashionable in this country, 
but does not fit so tight, and is not quite so long, only slightly 
covering the sarong. 

When working in the fields the women wear a large but light 
hat, made of straw, or leaves, the brim of which has a diameter of 

• 
from two to fourfect. Thi~ hat is exceediugly" practical," serving 
the double purpose of umbrella and sunshade. 

One of these llats was given me by Rajah Dinda's sister, and is 
figured in Plate 26. It is made of nip a leaves, the crown being oma. 
mented with beadwork. These hats have evident.ly been adopted 
from the Malays, by whom they arc commonly worn in Sumatra. 

, Soo Pl.t .. !> .nd H. , See Plate 13. , .As in Plat.. 26_ 



,86 The H ead. Hunters of Borneo. 

as well as in Bornoo. Among the Javanese they arc also very 
generally worn. 

Dyak children usually go nl\ked till ~hey are seven or eight years 
old. • 

Ornaments are worn in great profusion among the Dyaks by 
men and women alike; and, to load the person with them, they will 
undergo the most painful tOltUres. The lobes of the ears, for in­
stance,are pierced, and gradually enlarged by the insertion of various 
largcand heavy objects. A child's cars are perforat.ed when it is 
only six months old, and frem that day the hole is forcibly increased 
in size, till the lobe of the CRr forms a loop from onc to four inches 
or marC! long. At first wooden pegs are placed in tho hole. These 
arc afterwards replaced by a couple of tin or brass rings. If a 
Dysk belle cannot afford suell luxuries, she will take a leaf and 
roll it up and inserlit in tbo car. Gradually the weight is inct eased 
by the addi tion of other larger r ings, till the lobe of t·be ear olten 
gives way uuder the strain and splits. I havo counted as many as 
sixteen rings in a single ear, each of them the 8i1.o of a dollar. ThfJ 
rings arc generally made of t in, and cat so ~hat they can be ra­
moved and replaced at pleasure, care being taken that the divided 
part shall hang lowermost. I have weight!d several of these rings 
in usc among the Tring and Long Wai Dyaks, and I find they 
average 3 oz. 330 grains t roy. 

Sometimes discs of wood, onon eoloured orothorwiso ornamented, 
and varying f~m ono to one and a half inches in diameter, are 
inserted into the opening thus made in the oar. (See Plate HI, 
Figs. 4 and 5.) In addition ko this mutilation of the lobe, the 
helix of the oar is pierced or slit in several places, and in these 
holes pieces of red or blue ribbon or eord are tied, or buttons, 
pioocs of wood, and feathers inserted: (Sec Plates [, and 13.) 

The elongation of the 10b\J of the ear attains its greatest deve­
lopment among the Tring Dyaks. A Trjng woman is figured in 
Pla~ 14, the lcngth of whose ears is representud by the lines 
A. B. C. 'l'hese are from accurate measurements taken by me j 
and show:-A. the total length of the car, 7'1 inches; B. the 
length of the gash in the lobe, 4'75 inches j C. the distance 
between the level of the chin and the botkom of the ear, 2'85 
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incbes. Among tho Long BMb ' Dyaks, on tho othor hand, who 

A. lI. Co live only four days' journey from tho Trings, tho 
fashion is adopted in its least ou.ggerated form. 

This horrible mutilation of the car is practised 
by the men also. They do not, however, carry 

. it to tho same extreme as the women. 
Besides this central slit in the lobe of the ear. 

the Tring women pierce one or two additional 
holes in the loop of lIesb on either side. In 
Plate 13 is tho portrait of a. 'I'riug woman who 
had, throe of these subsidiary gashes. 

Whenevor a. mun has distinguished himself in 
securing,headll, ho is entitled to decorate the upper 
part of his ears with a. pair of tho canine teeth 
of the Borneo leopard. This decoration is greatly 
coveted among the Dyaks in Kootei, where it 

is the exception to meet with a. man who is not so 
ornamented. As I havo every reason to believe that 
the rule is strictly enforced that no man shall enjoy, ' 
unauthorized, any of the privilegos appertaining to sue· 
cessful .. head·hunters," I ean only eome to the con· 
clusion that the slaughter of human beings there must 
largely oxceed the slaughter of leopards. 

I am inclined to think that tho elongation of the 
oar.lobes among the Dyaks is ha.nded down from tho 

Hindoos; for on eXamining the very beautiful ancient 
bronze Hindoo idol, already referred to as having beon 
found in Koctei many years ago, I was pnrtieularly struck 
by the large holes in tho lobes of the cars of the goddess. 

"Earrings. hOll'ever, are not the sole ornaments allectcd 
by tJte Dyaks. The women load theIll!lolves with nooklet.<J, 
bracelets, and nnklet.s of variolll'l kinds, for the sake of 
attracting the favour of the men. Round the neck are sus· 
pended several stl'ingso£ beads-thoso known as "Venetian" 
being roost highly prized-or wild beaus (l1oa kalong), or 

. _ stoDes, or the canine teeth of bats. A val·iety of agate 
stones, called lametlftg#, brought to tho coast. by Malay traders 
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from Singapore, arc llighly prized for making necklaces, a 
medicinal or prophylactic power being attributed to tho almost 
worthless stones, in exchange for onc of wIlieh tho natives will 
williogly give a few cattis of gutta pcr~ha or other producc. 
These aro much woril in the south of Koetci, ncar. the frontier of 
the Docsocn district. 

Several rows of bracelets, ivory rings, coils of thick brass or 
copper wire, or strings of shells, load tho arm and wrist. '1'he 
hracolets and armlets nre always worn in uneven numbers, tho 
Dyab in this, as in many other customs, such as in designing 
tattoo marks, &c., being vory partial to the ll!lmbcrs 7, 9,11, and 
13. Few sih-er, aod still fowor gold, ornaments of any kind aro 
possessed by the natives. Finger.rings are seldom wern. At 
Long Puti I exchanged a few strings of beads for ono which was 
made of horD, and rudely carved with a wavy pattern. 

Round the waist the wemen wear four or five coils of large 
stone beads- red, blue, and yellew-whieh form a support to the 
sarong, or petticoat. 

Curiously enough, while various miraculous and valuable qualities 
are attributed to most of their personal ornaments, these waist­
bands seem to be the only articles valued as heirlooms. The 
women attach great value to these rows of beads, especially if 
they are not new ; and wheu I wanted to buy a set, the answer 
was that it had been in the family so long, and dated back to so 
remote a date (tempo Melo), that they could not part with it. 
Sometimes they tried to recount the pedigree of the article, but 
could never get further back than their great-grandmother. 

The legs arc adorned with heavy brass and tin rings, and a Dyak 
"swell" -if the term be applicable to the female sex- will often 
caITy-and rejoice in the burden-a load of ornaments of ba4>e metal 
and stones beads, and bones, weighing altogether som'e ten pounds, 

The men are not proof against this particular vanity; and often 
rival th~ ladies in the profusion of their ornaments. Their leglets 
are made ef ivory wings, or of rattan eords, wound round 'I'{ith 
silver wire. 'l'he agate neckla.;es are also pri~ed by them . 1 have 
already mentioned (at p. 153), an unsuccessful attempt which I made 
to bargain with a Doesoen native for his agate, 
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T hese stones, however, ~re worD more as charm8 thall as orna­
ments pure and simple. The charms, or lambatongs, deserve separato 
mention. 

'l'hey consis~ of various natural object-s, or rudoly carved represen­
tationa of hU!llan figures, and otller articles. III Plate 27, Figs. 
3 to 8, are drawings of different tambatongs; these I may call 
the" artificial " channs, among which ought to be included a 
miniature porcelain pot, contnining some stinking stull' which the 
Dynks call" ohat" (medicine). I am inClined to believe that this 
"obat" is "medicinc," intended for" cxtcrlll\\ application only," 
aad in other words eOJlsist~ of poison for their enemies. Among 
tho natural objects which do duty for eharma, to which a. pre­
ternatural power is attributed, suspended on the mandau belt. 
may be swn pieces of wood, or rattan, of abnormal growth, 
pebblca carefully se\vn up in pieces of flanncl, and the canine teeth 
of the leopard and bear, the latter occasionally so fa8hioned as to 
form a wllistle, as in Fig. ii. 

The custom of ornamenting tho body with tattoo marks is 
adopted by all the Dyaks cf Koetei, with the exception of those in 
the Long BMh district; and, as will be seen from the specimens 
given in Plates 14 and 20, some of the designs have very great artistic 
merit. The marks arc either on the arros, hallds, feet, tll ighs, 
chest, or temple. The women are more elaborately" got up" thall 
the men, and seemed proud of displaying their skin.deep beauty. 
The more intricate patterns arc executed by professionals, who 
first Cllt out the outlines in wood, and then tro.ce the design on the 
part of the body to be decorated, filling it in with a s\larp_pointed 
piece ef bamboo, or a noodle dipped into a pigment prepared for 
the purpose from vegetable dyos. The operation is very painful, 
and often takes a long timo to oxecute, alld the marks are absolutely 
indelible. The tattooing takes place, in tbe case of men, when 
they attain to manhood; and, in the case of the women, when they 

. are about to be married. In Plato 0 is a portrait of an old woman 
of sixty, the marks on whoso thighs were as distinct and bright as 
when they wero first exeouted, perhaps forty or forty.five years 
previously. Different tribes, and different individnals of the same 
tribe, have different methods of tattooing. In ROme it is the fore-
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head or ches~; in others, the hands or fcd; in others, the thighs 
that are tattooed. The greatest slaves to this fashion are perhaps 
the damsels of the Long Wai and Tring t rihes, who unite in them­
selves th", fashions of nearly all the other tribes. Wh",reas the 
others are content with ornamenting only ·one part of the body 
at a time, a Long Wai or Tring lady must be tattooed in various 
parts of tho body. 

• 

• 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 

Dyak weapons-Tho ruanda\l, Or sword-Skilled workm~n.ltip_The"hiold, or kliau 
-Tho blowing tube-Natural scourillg-papcr-Poi$onw. arrows. 

THE Dyuk armoury is neither extensive nor costly. Neither 
brC€chloaclers nor Gatling guns find a place in the list of native 
weapons. In nearly every village may be found, it is true, some 
old-fashioned guns-more dangerous to those who use them than 
to those at whom they are fired-in which the natives are very 
fond of wasting powder: while, at Long Wai, Rajah Dinda. is 
protected by--or, rather, has under his protection-three brass 
cannon, a present from the Sultan. But fire_arms do not suit 
the genius of the Dyak or his style of warfare. What his 
arms, however, lack in the application of modern science, they 
make up in tbeir suitability to tbe nature of the country in wbicb 
they are used, and tbc skill with which they are handled. Every 
Dyak is a born warrior. From his earliest youth he is trained to 
the use of arms, and to take his part in the defence of his nativo 
home, and in raids on those of his neighbours. Not that " military 
service" is compulsory. The love of war, the desire to emulate 
bis neighbour in deeds of valour, tlle anxiety to gain a repuf.!l.tion 
as a head-hunter, is innate, and the Dyak needs no other incentive 
to his murderous work than the example of his fellows . His 
father found his 'weapons enough for his purpose, and he has no 
desire and no need to attempt to improve upon them, so long as he 
has the opportunity of proving their temper and quality, and of 
making the most of their excellence by his own skilL 

The principal woapon is the mandau, literally" head.hunter," 
of which each Dyak bas from four to six. These are placed in a 
rack hung agaiust the wall iu his room, the weapon being always 
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kept out of its sheath with the blade greased to prevent rust. The 
blade- concave on one side, and convex on the other~is about 
twenty_one inches long, nearly straight, one and a half inches 
broad in the middle, and tapering towards the cnd to a sharp point. 
It has only one cutting edge, the back being a quarter of an inch 
tliick. The blacle is made of steel or fine iron, which is 
abundant in Borneo. Although I have often seen the blade in the 
rough, in process of being sharpened and prope1']Y shaped, I have 
never seen either mine 01' smelting furnace, and could not ascertain 
where tlle raw material really calllO from. 

ThO} process of grinding and sharpening is very slow, and to 
polish and put a proper edge on a plain blade occupies more than 
a fortnight . :Many of the blades are beaut ifully ink;'id with brass 
along the sides near tho back, while others I'ave opon scroll 
patterns cut right throngll t.he bhdo (see Plato 18, F ig. 3). How 
this work is done I conld not ascertain, as both Dyaks and 
Malays were very chary of giving any information, and very un­
willing to show me any of thoir tools. Regular workshops do not 
seem to ~xist, each man being apparently, to a great extent at least, 
his own entler. 

Tho handle or hilt is generally made of deer-horn, sometimes of 
irouwooil, and is highly ornamented with scrolls and ingenious 
and symmetrical designs of animals, trees, monsters, &0. The 
only instrument nsed for the purpose is a broad shal·p_pointed 
knife-means which seem qnito inadequate to the end attained, for 
many of n,ese carvings would do credit to a skillcd English work­
man (Plate 18, Figs. 1, 2, 3, 4) . 

A thick fim of gutta_perella marks the point whero the lmndlo 
is fitted to tho blaile. Here aro hung tassels of horse-nair, 
dyed various colours, or more often of hnman hair taken from 
victims. .#. . 

The sheath is made ot soft wood, the two sides being separately 
cnt, and joined securely together at three or four points by coils 
of beautifully plaiteil rattan. 'fhe end of the sheath is guarded by 
an ivory ferule; and abont two inches from its extremity depends a 
tassel of hair, tholengtl, of which increases according to tIle higher 
rank of tl,e owner of tIle mandan . 



• 

---



TIle Dyak Al'moury. '93 

On the nnder side of tlle sheath is a receptacle made of bark, 
carrying a small knife (see Plate 18, Fig. 2), t,he blade of which is 
three and a half iuclles, and the handle twelve inches, in length. 
This knife is used by the Dyuk for severing the heads of tIle 
victims that fall to his mandau, and removjng from them the fleshy 
parts; also fcr skinning animals killed in the chase; and in the 
more peaceful work of {,,arving tho ornaments which adorn his 
mandau, &c. 

The sheath is carried by a belt made of very finely plaited rattan; 
the" buckle" or fastening ccnsists of a loop at one end of the belt, 
th rough which is pRSsed a piece of shell, or the upper mandible of 
the hornlJiIl , or, as I saw among the Tring Dyaks, the kneecap of 
a human being, fastened at the other end of the belt. 

Round the belt hang a numerous array of beaded tassels, and 
the idols or charms (tambatongs) deseribed on a former page. 

The next article in the armoury of the Dyaks is the kliau, a 
weoden shield, from three feet to three feet four inches long, and 
fifteen to ~ixteen inches broad, convex tcwards the outer centre, 
and with the ends cut to form an obtuse angle. Both sides are 
covered with red paint, or ornamcnted with red Scrolls and figures 
(see Plate 15). Among tIle. Trings and one or two other tribes, 
it is the fashion to adorn the outer side of the shield with tufts 
of human hair (see Plate 11). The inner side is furnished with a 
convenient handle, which is easily gripped by the hand. This 
shield forms a valuable weapon of defence against blows from the 
mandau, while it is perfectly proof against the poisoned puff­
arrcws. The Dyaks even believe it to be proof against bullets; 
but Mr. Perelaer proved this not to be the case by firing at a shield 
with an ordiuary smooth-bore gun at 200 paces. 

The sumpilan, or blowing-tube, from six to seven feet long, and 
about one and a half inches in diameter, with a bore of half an 
inch (see Plate 18·, Fig. 9), is made of ironwood, the bore being 

• drilled by means of a long sharp-pointed piece of iron whilo the 
wood is in the rough; the polish, both inside and outside, is 
obtained by tho nse of the dried leaves of a tree (Daun Amp/as of 
the Malays), which are used as a substitute fcr sand-paper in 
Sumatra as ",ell as Borneo. Tho under side of these leaves when 

o 
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dry is rough, resembling very fine sand-paper. At the upp'er elld 
tho 8umpitan is furnished with a short spea\' and a small iron hook, 
which arc strongly fastened to the tube with plaited rattans. I 
never could ascertain the use of this iron hook, but I find that Mr. 
Hugh Low, in his" Sarawak," p. 330, says it is used as a" sight," 
by which the aim is regulated: I have no doubt that this is 
correct. 

'fhrough this 8umpitan the Dyak blows his poisoned arrOlVS 
(langd), light thin darts (see Plate 18, Fig. 8), mado of bamboo, 
niue and a huH to ten inches long, t\VO or two and a half milli_ 
metres thick. 'fhe point, which is very fine,iifdippod into poisol! 
in the manner already described on p. 73. 

For killing large animaLs tho arrow's arc furnished wi~h a. ba.rbed.. 
iron blade (see Plate 18, Fig. 7). 

At the upper end the arrow is furnished with a piece of pith 
(buJ) to fit the bore of the tube, by meaus of which it is blown 
through the tube. 1'his takes the place of the " nock " and" shaft· 
ment" of ordinary arrows and also serves as a balance. These tiny 
darts the Dyak blows with unerring aim to a distance of forty or 
fifty yard~, bringing do wn tbe smallest bird. without difficulty. 

'l'he quiver (toMr) wherein the arrows are kept (see Plate 18, 
Fig. 5), is made of a section Ot bamboo, aoollt thirteen inches in 
length and two inches in diamcter, bound with ornamental rings 
of plaited rattan, fitted with a bamboo lid, and often ornamented 
on the top with a shell (Helix Brookeana). 

The quiver is suspended to tbe mandau belt by means of a 
wooden hook, and to it is attached a small gourd. (hu.ng) (s~e 

Plate 18, Fig. 6), cOI1taining tpe pieces of pith, which are fitted to 
the end of the arrows when blown from tbe tube. The wooden 
stopper of this gourd is often carved to represent a mon~ter's 
head. 

~'his completes the war-equipment of a Dyak: Dut to the list of 
his weapons should also be added a long lance, used chiefly in wild 
boar hunting. 



'95 
• 

• 

CHAPTER XIX. 

Dyak arclti!o«tllrc _A domestic lO"nogcrie_ 'Voodcn patf,way"_ Wooden lil .. -
Internal arrangclnent. or the hou$O)$-The fUTnituce-A Dyak "",theLie ""hool­
Blue cllina mania_Rel.tions of the .un .n,\ moon-Forged marko-Culinary 
uwn"ils- Lares et l'eJlUtes- l'roouoo wnrehou,.",. 

IN :l, country overgrown with timber trees, both hard and soft, 
with bamboo, and with palms, a. house is easily constructed with a 
small amount of labour, and little or no expense. These materials 
exclusively are employed in the constrnction of Dyak houses. 

The villages are mostly built along the banks of rivers, though 
hero and there arc solitary houses, hidden from view among' the 
forests, at a short distance from a stream or creek. 

'fhe houses are frtlm eighty to 160 foot in length, twenty to 
thirty feet in width, and with walis about teu feet high, the ridge 
of the roef rising another five or six fC€t . The house proper has 
only one fleer, raised about fifteen to twenty feet frem tlle ground, 
on posts of iron-wood, or other hard timber, seft wood being un­
able to withstand the humidity ef the air and greund. Under tho 
actual hahitatiel] is a raised floer or platform of boards and bamboo 
poles, about feur 031' six feet from the level of the ground, and 
open on aU sides; which sel'ves many purposes. Here the women 
pound their rice; llel'e the men hold blteharas; 01' councils; here 
the infants are nursed; ahd hete the rising generation play, er 
practise war-danc,es, or take lessens from thcir elders in the use ef 
the mandau and shield. • 

The ground umler and around these platforms, h(lWever, is 
always in a filthy state-a mud pool in fact, in which the pigs, 
which are always in ferce in a Dyak Rettlerneut, root about in the 
garbage thrown from the houses, adding to the general filth. 
Besides tIle pigs, ~ats with short knobbed tails, something like 

o 2 
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the :Manx breed, semi_starved dogs, used for deer_hunting or boal"­
hunting, and fowls roam about at their sweet will, on terms of 
equality with each o~her and their l1lU5ters, forming altogether a 
most" happy family." 

I only twice saw buffaloes (kal'baus) among the domesticated 
animals in a Dyak settlement, and tllat was in the village of Dassa 
and again at Long Puti. 

In some villages each house is joined to its neighbour by a series 
of planks, also raised on posts, by means of which it is possible to 
walk from bouse to housc without touching the ground (seo sketch 
of lJOng Puti, Plate 7). The natives could not give me fIny par­
ticular reason for the adoption of this custom, but I can testify 
to ~he advantage which these pathways offered, in my eyes at 
least, in keeping the pedestrian out of the filth and mud with 
which the ground is nearly always covered. 

The floor of the house proper is reached by a ladder, oonsisting 
of a block of timber or thick board, in which deep notches are cut 
to form steps. I found it very difficult to mount these primi_ 
tive ladders, especially when booted; but the barefooted and 
practised natives ascended tbem with the greatcst facility. 

i'he ftoor of the habitation is composed of bamboo, and the walls 
of mixcd bamboo and timber boards. The roof is covered either 
with wooden tiles or with at/ap, i. e. split leaves of the nipa palm, 
which grows abundantly in the island. Thc palm leaves are col­
lected into bundlcs about four feet long, thrce fC<lt wide, and a 
foot thick, whieh are laid closely together on the beams or the roof, 
and form a cheap and durable covering, that will withst.and the 
torrential rains of the tropics for six or eight years together. The 
wooden" tiles" are merely pieces of soft wood, half an inch thick 
and six inches wide, by thirty inches long. 

I noticcd a. Dyak ncar Long Wai who had fclled a tree of some 
soft wood in the forest, and was busy cutting thc stem into small 
logs, which hc aftcrwards brought to the village on a raft . He 
told me he would get from this one stem perhaps 600 tiles, the 
current price for whieh was fifty cents per hundred. He could 
cut 200 tiles in a day, working almost without interruption from 
sunrise to sunset, and the only implement he used was his mandau . 

• 
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These wooden slabs arc laid on the roof much in the same fashion 
as slates or tiles at home, overlapping each other, but tied on with 
rattan instead of being nailed. The gables of every hous" that 
has any pretension to "style" are ornamented with a large 
carved scroll.. When I inquired the origin or meaning of this 
ornamentation all the answer I could get was "It is our 
custom." 

As a rule the houses are previded with a couple of sliding 
doors, and they seldom have more than two openings which serve 
as windows, whatever the numbcr of occupants. Throo or four 
families, or more, reside tog"ther in the sarno habitation. 

Internally, tho house is divided longitudinally by II bamboo 
partition. One of the long compartments so formed serves as a. 

sleeping place for the unmarried youths and men, and as a general 
living-room for all the cccupants; while the other compartment 
is subdivided into a series of smaller rooms for th" married 
members of the family, and tho women. In front of the door of 
tho long room, adjoining the ladder, is' often an open platform or 
balcony of bamboo or W009, which is used for various domestio 
purposes-drying rice, or laying" tho clothes to dry." 

Chairs and tables form no part of the fUrnitUre of an ordinary 
Dyak's house; mats, made of fiue plaited rattan, eithcr plain or 
staincd different colours, and worked into various patterns, form 

. tbe Dyak's seat. In a corner, uear the fireplace, will gencrally be 
found stored II collection of crockery-ware, fOI' the Dyak is some­
thing of a china_maniac, and belongs to the moderu oostbetio 
school, setting great store by tbe chiua vessels which he pro­
cures in exchange for the various products of tbe country from the 
MaJaymerebants, who again have purchased them from the Chinese 
traders at Singapore or Macassar. 

Tho Dyak repros€ntativc of the blue_china SC11001, however, goes 
beyond the European .iIevotee in his veneration for old crockery. 
Among his greatest treasures are a series of gudji blanga, a sort of 
glazed jar imported from China, in green, blue, or brown, orna­
mented with figuros of lizards and serpents in relief. These pots 
are valued at from 100 florins to as much as 3000 florins (81. to 
2401.) each, accordipg to sir,e, pattern, and, above ali, old age com-
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bined with good condition. According to the native legend, these 
prooious vaws are made of the remuMts of tho same clay from 
wbioh "Mahatara" (the Almighty) made first the lIun, and then 
the moon. Medicinal virtues are attributed to theu urns, and 
they are regarded as afferding oomplete protection from evil spirits 
to the house in whioh they are stored. A very fuIl account of tho 
various legends connected with these gudji blnnga is given in 
Mr. W. T. H. Perelaer's most interesting work, "Etlmograpbische 
Bcschrijving der Dajab," pp. 1.12-120. That author, however, 

, gives tllem different names, tho nearest of npproacll to that by 
which I have always heard them called being Balrwga. 

This china craze among tho Dyaks has proved, R.S in England, 
lin eJl:cellent opportunity for the exercise of John Chinaman's skill; 
lind vcry clever i1llit,'\tions of old vases, with cracks, chips, age­
stains, and other indications of antiquity, most exactly reproduced 
by them,.are offered for sale at Samarinda at five florins each; 
but, unlike mally London connoisseurs, your Dyak is nevt>r taken 
in by these spurious gudji blangaa, preferring to give hundreds of 
guilders for a real specimon. Each truo plastic relative of the sun 
and moon has its perligree, which is passed down from generation 
to generation. 

The " indigenous" housohold utensils consist of a. number of 
bamboo joints, of various lengths .'IDd Siz08, which are used as 
water.boUlos, replenished twiee a day from the river, or, sus­
pended longitudinally over the fire, do good service 8S pots for 
boiling rico: plates made of iron_wood. in tho shapB of a large 
~poon or bowl with a vory short handle, often carved to represent 
tho head of a crocodile or a fabulous beast (ROO Plate 19, Figs. 
7, 7a); spoons made of a piece of bamboo (see Plate 19, Fig. H) ; 
spoons or ladles ingeniously manufactured Ollt of a gourd, a 
portion of which is cut away, and the pulp removed, while the 
stalk is left for a handle (800 Plate 19, Fig. 11) '; and bowls or 
saucers made out of cocoanut.shells, the edges of 'which are often 
carved and ornamented with fret work (soo Plate 19, Fig. 6). 
Vory serviceablo bottles made of plaited rattan aro used for storing 
rico (soo Plate HI, Fig. 8). 

On the walls are hung tho mandaus (mor(! par tieularly described 
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on another page). with sometimes an old flint-l ock gun or ~wo, 
nearly alwllys bearing tlJ() George IV. mark; while the lances. 
blowing-tubes, and other weapons are stowed away in a corner, 
together with perhaps a beap of fishing-nets, some brass trays and 
gongs, musical i!lstrumellt~,' &0. . 

Among the articles which may be regarded more as household 
ornaments than as furniture are the dried human skulls. which 
aro to be found wrapped in banana leaves, in the habitation of 
nearly cvcry well-regulated Dyak family. 'I'beae are hung up on 
tlle wall, or depend from the roof. Tbe lower jaw is always 
wanting, as the Dyak finds it more convenient to dllcapitate his 
victim below the occipnt,lellYing the lower jail' attached to the 
body. 

Every hOIll!e also contains a number of tambatongs or cl,arms, 
in addition to those carried on the body. Some of these household 
gods are of considerable Si7,Q, and all of them of OJ[lremc ugliness. 
In Plate 27, Fig. 1, is shown the style genflrally prevailing among 
the Long Wahou tribe. 

Besides their large dwelling-honses, the Dyaks have small out_ 
hou&es, where they store their produce, snch liS rattan, bees'-wax, 
gutta, &C. 

The Dyaks in the valley of the :M:oeara Anan and Benangan 
live in small communities of between twenty lind tpirty souls, in­
cluding children, and do not build such large houses as those just 
described, dwelling in huts erected 200 or 300 yards Il.way from the 
banks of the river, and hidden from view-the only indication of 
their existence being 8. pm\! hare and there, fastened to the trOOH 
on the banks, or partly drllwn ashore. 

, Fox d(ecrip1.ion or mutical iDStrumenta, _ p. 211. 
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CHAP'l'ER xx. 
D.iI,. OOI:upationo of the DJ.ke- Nlritultural operationl-SOlVing the rio_PIoguo. 

of roll-Wild boara-A \(lrrihle famin6-Agrieuitura\ iml'ieman_Vamar 
mln-A uieful "",ue.ut-$lIlOkJ toreh03 - An ;no.b,ol/o\>1o piant---l'loatiug 
for\'esoeo-Warorp.oof bMkchl_CoUocting gutta.pereha-"Hte, '-w,"" anll honey 
_ Curious bee.o'-ne. ~-Edihl" binlo'·" ... to-Bezoor ,lonell_Hunting and 
Ihoot.ing- A curious t.it-(;ano.-building-F;>nc:r " "rk for the ladies-A 
... btllt ute f<>r _I'. 

AT about. seven ever! morning most of the natives are III com­
motion. Men and women, also yOllng boys able kI work, all get 
roady to go to their accustomed work. Thoy all take a basket on 
their backs, and paddle in their hand, tho mon carrying also a. 
blowing t\lbe and arrows, &0., and go down to tho river to embark 
in tho prans-from eight to ten persons in each. .As a rule a dog 
or two will accompany them, taking their place in the middle of 
the prau, where the" odds and ends" necellsary for the day's work 
are llcape.:l up, From Long Wai fift.een or twenty pran8 used to 
start every morning, their crows going hunting, farming, fishing, 
or what not, At sunset tho Dyaks would roturn from their 
c1nY'1I hard wo~k, the men bringing firewood, the women generally 
/lOme fruit, such as pisangs, water_melons, and obi. 

Fint among the industrial occupationll of tho Dyak is agricul_ 
ture. Every Dyak has his rice-field, on II"hich be grows sufficient 
rice for ],is own oonsum])t.i.on. He selecta II picco of forcst-Iaml­
often a mile or two from the village Md begins, 'with the assist_ 
nnce of his family, to clear the ground. The large trees are cut 
down, nnd either made into tiles or hewn into boards, or used as 
firewood. As soou as the ground is pretty well cleared of the large 
timber, the Dyak sets fire to the undergrowth, the ashes of which 
act as a manl1I"C. All this is done in the months of Man:h and 
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April, or, as they would call it, at the beginning of the" dry 
season "-for thoy havo no idea of tho division of the year into 
months. From Augus~ to the middle of Sepwmher they aro en­
gaged in making-just as the Malays do-small mft.s, from three 
to gix fC<lt long, which thcy cover with a thin laycr of earth, on 
which tbey sow, vcry thickly, tlle rice seed. These rafts are then 
placed in the river, so that they are always moist, and in a very 
short time they are covered with a mantle of young plants of a 
most exquisite light-green colour. Having 'sown their rice, the 
Dyaks build small huts in the fields , remaining there till the 
miniature plants are transplanted out into the newly_cleared field, 
on which the women all tbe time have bcen busily engaged in re­
moving tllO weeds, which grow almost as fast as they arc destroyed. 

The Dyaks havc also to guard their plantations from the wild 
boars, which are very numerous in Borneo, and also against tllOSO 
great enemies to the rice-fields, the awarms of rats and micc. 
These pests, however, it is impossible to keep down, and in fo ur 
or five years' time they utwrly destroy tho riC<l-fields, so that tllO 
Dyak~ aro continually forced to select now grounds. Tho Borneo 
rice is inferior to that grolVn in Java, whero the" sawah " or torrace 
cultivation is adopted, which is so fully described in Mr. Wallace's 
admirable work" '],he Malay Archipelago." 

Besides their rice-fields, the people have near their houses 
plantations of maize (djagang) the grains of Il'hioh they are 
fond of eating roasted, bananas or pisangs, a SO!·t of turnip 
called kocdjang, sugar-cane (taboo), penang, and a few cocoa.nut 
palms. 

The produce of these gardens and fields is only sufficiont for the 
immediate wantij of tho people; and when a drought occurs, as it 
did in 1878, a famine is the result. Many of tpe DyaJes told me 
of tho privations they had endured owing to tho long d!-y season 
which had ooourred just 'previously to my visit. Numbers of them 
had subsisted for more than a year on roots -and wild fruits; and 
even these would have failed had the drought lasted much longer. 
The worst effects of the famino were averted by the aid of the 
Sultan of Kootei, who sent large supplies of food to his stmving 
subject.s in the forests; but eveu when I was at Long Wai, in 
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1879, the rice crop was so small, owing to the drought, that 
the peoplo had to get rico from 'l'angaroeng. 

Their agricnltural implements arc few. I know of no more 
than two-the mandau, with the little knife attached, and a pecu­
liar axe, or rather adze (see Plate 18, Fig. 12), the iron of which 
is fastened with cords, made from the sinews of deer, plaited in 
chequer-fashion, to a shaft made of a piece of hard wood. This 
again is stuck into a long handle, to which it is firmly fastened by 
means of gutta-pel·cha. The instrument has a fine balance, and 
the Dyaks handle it with great skiU, especially in bringing down 
large timber. 'l'he underwood and e-reepers are cleared with t,he 
mandau. 'r ho women rarely usc the mandau, but employ for their 
work, such as cutting the paady, a small knife, which is carried 
in a sheath (Plate 18, Figs. 10 and 11). 

During the dry Geason the Dyaks, especially the women, go out 
in numhers and collect da.1TWr, a sort of resin, which is pro­
duced in abundance by certain kinds of trees, three different kinds 
being l'ccogni7.ed, viz. dark brown, yellow, and nearly white and 
transparent. The" damar" runs from the trees to the ground, and 
is often mixed with earth and vory dirty. When this is the case 
tho natives make a sort of putty which they call doempoel, first 
pounding the resin, then adding to it a little chalk and cocoa-nut 
oil. When packing up my collections of birds, &c., I found that 
tho wood was split in several places, leaving cracks sufficient ly 
wide to admit ants and other destructive insects. Observing this, 
a Dyak made me some "doompocl," and filled up the crevices, 
making the case perfectly t ight. This putty hardens quickly after 
it is applied, and is very durable. The damar is also used in the 
manufacture of torches, wllieh are made of bundles of leaves 
mixed with powdeIJld resin. \Vhen burning these torches emit a 
very feeble light, but a very strong smoke and smell. 'l'he supe­
rior advantages of petroleum will no doubt sooil. be appreciated 
among the Dyaks, as they alreaay are among the Malays, who 
have for some years burnt this oil, which they call minia taoo 
(earth oil). 

The cutting of rattan is, however, the chief occupation of the 
Dyaks. This is carried on in the rainy season, when they make 
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excursions to the very numcrous rivers and creeks, on whose 
banks the several species of this valuable prickly climbing plant 
are found growing in great abundance. 'l'here are three sorts in 
special demrmd in trade-the Rolan irit wbich is tho best, tho 
Sanko/irang, an!1 an inferior variety. 'fho price at Samarinda 
varies from ninety_five florins to twenty-five floriTIS for 100 
ikkat or bundles-caeh bundle containing forty rattans. Tho 
apparent difference in quality is so slight that it requires an 
experienced eye to detect it. Thc rattan is so1d to 'Malay traders 
and by them brought down to the shipping ports on immense 
raft-s- those on the Barito river sometimes measuring 300 or 
400 fCt't long and 60 or 70 feet wide, made of a number of large 
trees tied firmly together by means of rattan rope. Upon this 
raft a floor of ~plit bamboos is laid, on whiob the oargo is piled, 
a space, with a passage leading to it, being left in the eontre, 
where the owner and his wives, and slave debtors' (pandelinge) live 
during the journey, which often lasts many weeks, no meaus of 
propulsion being used, and the raib merely gliding down with the 
current. .A 8pace three or four feet in width is left all rOl1nd the 
edge of the raft, along which the crew can walk, keeping watch 
in all directions. The navigation consists merely of steering; 
which is effeoted by means of a long pole, lashed astern, to act as 
a rudder. 'l'lms glidin~ slowly down the strea.m the lofty pile of 
rattan looks like a 6.oating fortres8. 

At Samarinda and Bandjermasin the rattan is sold to the 
Chinese, who often have advanoed a large sum of money to tllO 
llJalay, previous to his depaliure for tIle purposo of oolleoting 
tho produce in the interior. Neither Malay nor Chinese will do 
tho least work till he has received" VOTSCMtt," Anglice "an 
advance." The merohant gets, of course, no security for his 

• 
, Slave debtor i. the term applied to a .., .. ant who h .. got into his IDaste,'. debt. 

If he ""uno!; pay the dobt the mOster may hond him over to another m .. ter, who paya 
t;),n d6bt for him, ~nd the .. ,van!; thon oo.,omes indebted to his new m .. ter in Ihs 
amount!lO paid, and is called a " . lave debtor," giving his l!emce.o until the debt i" 
worked off. Thi$ very rardy hppen.; on the contra,y th~ $Crvant generally con_ 
trives to add to tha amount of h;" indebted no.., and liVe!! in 3 perpetual st.ate of .. mi_ 
bondago, with which his indolent nature folly harmonize.. I hve aeldom soon a 
slave doht-or di"""nl<!nted with his lot. 
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1:orschoit, but has a licn on thc rattan when it arrives, and gets it 
a little below the market-price. The raft is sold together with its 
cargo, and the wood, being sawn into planks, is e;o;ported. 

Besidcs forming the cllier article of trade in its raw state, 
rattan furnishes the material fo r the manufacture of an endless 
variety of useful objects. Take away his barnbo'o, and you take 
away thc Dyak's house. Take away his rattan, and you deprive 
the Dyak of half the alticles indispensable to his existence. 
What eroollet-work is to the European lady, rattan plaiting is to 
the Dyak llOusewife. She IS always manufacturing cither sleep­
ing-mats, sitting. mats, sirih boxes, baskets of all shapes and 
sizes, and for all kinds of uses, besides long pieces of plait to be 
used as cords, ropes, or threads, in dressmaking, house-building, 
)"(1ft construction, and the hundred-and_one othcr purposes of daily 
life in the forest. 

In some parts of the ioterior I have seen baskets made from 
the bark of the trees, which are perfectly watertight. 

'1'he ncxt producc which claims the Dyak's attention, and is 
largely exported, is gutta_percha (ma.lla.u), which is yielded by many 
different species of trecs. The tree yielding the best gutta-percha 
is called by the natives Komallau Duria.1I from the resemblance 
of its lc<wcs to those of the Durian. Another variety is known 
as the Koma.llau RamW8. 'l'he natives eat the fruit, which is 
somewhat sweet in flavour. The juice when first extracted is 
of a milky-white colour; but it turns chocolate-brown as it hardens 
by exposurc to the air. 'l' he Dyaks have not yet graduat.ed in the 
scicnee of forest conservation. Instead of making incisions at 
regular intervals in the bark of a trce, und extracting a portion of 
tho jui~ at different pcriod~, by which it.s further growth would not 
be prevented, they usually adopt the radical expcdient of cutting tho 
wholc tree down. 'I'he consequence is that the material is becoming 

• 
more and more difficult to procure, and will eventually become 
seal·CO, if not extinct, in the island. The price at Samarinda of the 
best gutta-percha" known ~s isonand1"a , is 130 florins per picol of 
120 katties, the katti being equal to one and a quarter pounds 
avoirdupois. 

Another occupation is gatheriug wax (Wing) from the nests of 
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tho indigonous bees. Along the banks of the rivers may be secn 
hundreds of bigh straight trees, covered with from twenty w sixty 
nests. It is a curious fact-at variance with tho almost universal 
habit among all animals to conceal theil· nests as much as pcssiblo 
-that the bees always seleet for their nests a tree with a light 
groy bark, against which tlLoir dark-coloured homes stand out very 
conspicuously. These wonderful architectural structures, again, 
a .. e alwa.ys placed nca.- tho r iver, nevel· in tlie interior of the 
forests. If t his is dono by an instinctivc desire to protect the 
nests from the ra.vages of monkeys and other animals inhabiting 
the woods, it is strange that the insects should defeat this object 
in the colour of the nosts. I was told by tho Dyaks that the Orang 
Poonan (the forest peoplo) arc the chief collectors of wax, pulling 
down the nC$ts in tho night, when it is very dark, and driving 
away or suffocating the inscot commUDititlS by means of their 
smoke-producing damar wrehos. They often get stung during 
tho operation, but bear the pain with indifference. Tho honey{madoe) 
is nearly all kept by the natives for home consumption, and the 
wax cx:ported, the pricc, uncleaned, being 80 fl.orins per picol of 
120 katties. 

The natives, and especially the Orang Poonan, also make it a 
regular industry twicc a. year w visit the caves in which a. species 
of swallow, the Hirulld4 u culmUa., hreed, and to collect thai .. 
nests, which form the basia of the celebrated Chinese dish of birds'· 
nest soup. These edible birds'.nests (sarong boer<Jttlg) are of two 
varieties, and fetch high pI·ices, the whiter kind l'ealizing from 
160 to 180 florins pcr Rix hUies, and the coloured or inferior 
quali ty selling for from 110 to ll5 florins pcr six kat ties. 

A curious industry is the collection of galiga, or bezoar stones, 
which arc also mostly secured by the Orang Poonan. These ga/iga 
are highly prizcd.for medicinal purposes, and are sold at fabulous 
prices w the Boegis, who. re-sell them to tha Chin63e. There are 
two sorts, the galiga landa!: and G. boehis. Tho former, the more 
expensive of the two, are dcri ved from an extornal wound on the por. 
cupine. They are very light in weigM, and of a brown colour. They 
tasto exactly like quinine ; and so strong is th is property that wIlen 
a pi~ is held inside the hand, and the tongue applied outs ide, the 
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bitter taste can be dewet.cd. It appears to me that, these galiga are 
composed of bits of leaves, &c., gradually collected on the wound, 
and formed into a ball by the congealed blood. The other sort, 
the G. boehi$, are found at times, the Dyaks t.cU me, in different 
parts of the body of the boehis monkoy ESemnopithecm (lois/aIM), 

culled in tIle interior barMs. They arc of a greenish-brown 
colour, often beautifully polisbed, and aro mostly kidney_shaped, 
tllOugh varying in colour. '1'hey arc nothing else tban gallstone3, 
similar to those found in buman bodies. 'l'he Chinese grind the 
galiga to a powder, and t<).ke a little of it in a tumbler cf water. 
-The curative properties attributed to tbis draught are legion; 
there is not an ailment that it is not able to cure. It may, indeed, 
be called the" Holloway's Pills and Ointment" of tbe Chin<.Jse, 
rolled all into one. 

Bezoar stones have been known in Europe for centuries; the 
oldest Europcau work pUblished on bezoar stones is, I believe, 
"I. -Wittich, yon den wunderbaren Bezoardischen Steinen," &e. 
Leipzig, 1592. The Sultan of Roetei bas a very fine collection of 
these stones, of various shapes, sizes, and coloUl's, valued at many 
thousand guilders. Amongst them were several objeets certainly 
not galiga, but simply tbe spines of a spccies of echinus, which lHl 
told me were of great value as a cure for stricture. One very 
boautiful specimen of O. boelli$, \vhich he presented to me, was 
valued at eixty guiIdel·s; it measures forty_four miJIimetl'es in 
length, and twenty'nlnc in breadth (sec Plate 27, Fig. 9).' 

, Sinoe Uw above was writkn, I ha,·o fQllnd all "rUcle in the Cokmia and Indu., 
giving an abstract of a paper Oil Ikzoot, read before the Straits branch of the RoyAl 
Asiatio Soo;oty by Mr. A. Hart EVerett, who,$peakingof the O. &;eld .. , sa)'s :_" The 
part of Bornoo which l'r(><!uco. those .Iom", in Ihe Sl"""w.,t abnndance soom. to be, 
according to Mth'e r"porn, the district aoont lion "ppe' waWT3 of the Balnngar 
(llatang Kayoo) . Tho story i. Ih.t tha head ""te", of thi. river are cut off from ita 
lower oourw by an u\<.",,,ive t",ot of hill.; belleath whid. th~ river dlMppea'''_ 
report by no mean" unlikely, if tho cou ntry bo, as ;, probabl6, limootona. Th"l"-'Qple 
of Iho district hvo no communication with the loweroo"",e of 1100 riVeT. and are thllO 
without any lruPl'ly of salt. They llS<! in.Wad the ",.Wl"$ of certain 3prings, which ore 
probably salioe minemlsprinll". nn<l which are also fn)(j ~eIlted by troops of r«l rrwnkoy3. 
The lk"",,,, .re 1ll",,1 cOHlmo"ly found io the .tomacl,. of th.,." animals, through 
their JT;nking the saline wawr.» ·11>i. Ihoa,y of Iho formation of O. /.oeM. cannot btl 
reoonciled with the condilion. exi.oting in Koewi. Of the G: land<tk tho paper goes 
on 10 say :-" Tho' Guliga Landa.l<' is "btained from.the porcupine, but is compom--
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The Dyaks are keeu sport8men, spending much time in hun~ing 
aud fishing, to which thoy are passionately addicted, r;ot merely 
for purposes of fo od supply, but for the sako of sport. Of 
fishing they are especially fond. The numerous lakes, rivers, 
and creeks teem with fish, which furnish a. large portion of 
their daily food: Thoy generally oapturo theit· finny prey by 
menns of a net, but often use a hook and line baited with a flOWN· 

or a worm . At p. 126 I have already described a curious mode 
of setting night-lines adopted by the Dyaks at· Moeara Pahou. 

Several species of silurw; are common in all the rivers of Borneo. 
There is also a species of flat fish resembling a sole, which is 
found in the fresh water as much as 200 miles away from the sea. 
Saw-fishes are often captured, but are not used as food . 

While fishing is thus easy, hunting is, on the other hand, 
very diflicult in Koetei, owing to the thick impenetrable forest, 
and to the fact that during the rainy season the soil is very 
muddy, and often, near the rivers especially, quite ' under water. 
Deer and wild boars are however regularly hunted, the latter 
being especially nnmerons, and attracting the Dyaks' attention 
not merely for the sake of the flesh, of which they afO very 
fond, but also because of the damage they do to the-rice fields. 'rhe 
Dyaks hunt with dogs and lances. Sometimes may he seen the 
strange sight of an old warrior sallying forth in search of game 
armed with an old_fashioned flint gun-the only occasion OIl which 
I ever saw a Dynk attempt to use fire-arms for any other purpose 
than for the sake of making a noise. 

'Ve have seen the Dyaks are by no means idle; they have 
plenty of occupations, differing according to the time of year. 
When not engaged in any of their daily pursuits, they busy them_ 

tively rate; Ihis, we beliove, is the only description wl,ieh i. believed by the ,",\iv~ 
pby.kian. in Indio t<t JlO=8$ any v.luo as an antidote for the poison of 8na k"" &c., 
and in ;J,e treatment of fevors, .asl.hmatic complaint.s, &0. The n,ual WIt for a good 
Guliga i. w place a littla lime on Ihe haud and w rub tI,o Guliga "gaillst it, wbeu, if 
it be " .. nuin", tho lime booomco yello..... Imitalio" . are by no mean.- rare; aud On 
one <>eeaoion $Orne Bak.taos ' ''<'¢Ow ed in <ieceiving the ChiMonen, who \ra<1e in the.«l 
arliel¢s, by ", ... fully moulding some fine light cby intoth" (orm of a Bezo~r, and then 
rubbing it well all oycr with a seIluiuo one. The extreme lightn .... of a real Guliga 
and l.h.lime le.II 3 ... , howeyer, gMeraliy $ufficicu\ toox...,.e 3 coUlltcrfcit." 
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selves in building a new prau or eanoe (halok); for, as already stated, 
tlICY invariably settle on tho banks of a stream, and all communi_ 
cation is by water. Their praus are serviceable vessels, hewn out 
of a siugle large tree. A drawing of one is given in Plate 19, 
Fig. 15. 

They are altogether good workmen, ·expert in the uso of tho 
mandan, whieh is their a:w as well as their sword: skilled in forging 
their arms, and very clever at oarving in ivory and wood. Their 
taste for the fine arts certainly ranks above that of the Malays, at 
least in Koetei. 

'I'he women make from the fibre of a plant the thread with 
which the bark fabrics forming thoir home-made garments uro 
sewn t.o3gether, bound, or embroidered; and some of them can 
weave. 'l'hey abo make their own vegetable dyes, the favourite 
eolours being bhw, red, and yellow, and arc very clever at bead 
Ivork. The tops and sides of their hats and other headgear, and 
other garments, arc often ornamented with exquisite specimens of 
bead Ivork, always in scrolls or geometrical patterns, and displaying 
great skill and taste, both in design and in arl'angement of colour. 
'fhe women also perform the necessary household duties of wash. 
ing, pounding the rice, cooking, &c., and fetching water from the 

• flver. 
The women and children bathe three times daily-morning, no3on, 

and evening. Morniog and evening eaeh Wo3man and child takes 
to the river a number of bamboo canes, which serve as water_ 
bottles, which thoy fill with water, carrying them up in a basket 
o3n their back. Soap has not been introduced among the Dyaks, 
but they wash themselves with lemon instead. A perfo3rmanee o3f 
dally occurrence amo3ng both sexes is to look after any intruders in 
the hair, for in spite of ail their bathing I found tho people very 
dirty. 
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CHAPTER XXI. 

lIforal charaoter and mcnW c.~paeity of the Dyaks_Honesty and truthfuin:)$S 
Loy.lly to the chiefo_ Tax'lion by the Suitan- Sh'-C'Y'nd C3,,"ibalism­
Hu.band. and wivu _Tribal alTection- -Thc rising g:"n~"'\ion_Tobacoo 011(\ 
opium smoking- &td-ohewing- Tima roek"nin~~Ab.temio\l'n" .. - Di.~~. 

_ Y"""ination- Snako-f.t .. nn ointmcnt-)[al<lri. llooica-Supcrstitio", rite. 
-Indiffcronoo w heat and cold. 

IN mental capacity the Dyaks aro on a footing with the "Malays, 
but are not so slovenly und lar.y as the latter, and have mort! in_ 
clination for work '1'hoy are not 80 reservoo as tho :Malays, being 
fond of talking and amusements, though calm and not easily 
excited. Like all savages, thoy firo very inquisitive and snp('r_ 
stitious. While T stayed at Long Wai tlioy wero continually con­
sulting the flight of birds_ I could see they were concerned nbout 
me; lind, when I asked them if they lH~d any objection to my 
remaining amongst them a litMe while, they snid they would rath(:r 

, be without visitors. All regards moramy, I am bound to give tho 
Dyaks a high place in Uw scale of civilization . The question may 
be put, how can morality be attributed to a Head-Hunt-cl'? I am 
going to point out their good qualities first, and shall later deal 
witll tlle llead_hunting customs and their origin , 

The divine commnnd "Thou shillt not steal" is strictly observed 
by the Dyaks; robberies aud tlwft are entirely unknown among 
them. They w01l.ld never toueh any of my articles, however 
trifling, w.ithout first asking permission. '1'hey made up for this, 
however, by begging witl, tho grof1.Lcst importunity for anything 
that took their fancy, They aro al~o very trnthfnl. If they could 
not satisfaetol'ily reply to my questions thoy hesitat.ed to answor 
at all; but if I did not always get the" whole truth," I always got 
at least" nothing but tho truth" from them . I wish I could say , 
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-as much for the Ualays and Boogis, who, from tIle crowned head 
down,,-ards to tliO humblest soul, arc reputed tellers of falsehoods. 
I said to the Sultan ono day, while be was swaggering in his usual 
way about his principality, " I think yO\l flrc copying modern 
diplomatists;" he laugllCd , and replied" Joes/a allu8" (to lie fine). 

Slavery does llOt exist among the Dyaks, .with the single 
exception of the Bahou Tring tribe, who not merely practiso 
slavery, but put their slaves to torture am! death. Slave debtors 
(pandelinge), however, arc common in all parts of Kootei, und scem 
usually well satisfied with their lot . 
. The Bahpu Trings, again, al'() tho only cannibals in Koetoi.' 
Their cannibal customs are more fully desoribed at pp. 134, 218. 

Notwit.hstanding the practice of head.llUnting carried on by 
every tribe at the expense of its neighbour, the members of each 
community live in harmony together, and the word of their chief 
is their law. The Dyaks, however, are not at aU on intimate terms 
with the Malays, who often chent them ; so they, in return, do not 
mind chopping a head oft' when a favourable. opportunity presents 
itself. 

The Sultan is rcspected by nearly all tllO tribes, but he does 
not exereiSf: any real power over the people in tha interior, only 
troubling himself, tllrough his nobles, to collect the polUax of a 
dollar a head, whieh is leviable on all except children. 

The people assert, no doubt with much truth, that t,hough they 
only have one head each they arc taxed as if they possessed several 
of those most necessary adjuncts to the human body; but they 
pay the" ringi!." (dollar) two or three times over, consoling them· 
selves probably with the idea that, if they only have one head of 
their own, they have several of their enemies' heads strung up in 
the bedroom. 

The Dyaks show great respeet for their wives, and are vcry fond 
of their children, whom t1\ey take it in turn to nurse. While the 

'According to Dr. Hollander's work" Land ell Volkcnkllndo." tI,e", i. another 
eannibal tribe in Bo"n~Q, tho Djangkangs, in SallUouw. in the Sintang du,trict. 

Other trib<s hal'e human sacrifices on the ""caaion of thoir Tiwa f .... t; not from 
tIlere bloodU,ir.ti" ... , but from the . "porstition that tho ""crifiood ""rvc tho departed 
•• olav .. in Uleir future abode. 
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able-bodied people nrc away at t<lndiug to their daily occupations. 
t llO flged, both men and women, remain at llOmc and look aft.cr 
t he rising generation. Tho women, WI10 are the beasts of bnrden, 
as in Sumatra and J ava, are soon worn down by age and the 
heavy labour tbey have to perform in farmin g tho land. The man 
always asks tJle woman's opinion, and vice verla; for instance, a 
woman docs not like to part wi th anything without having 6rst. 
the consent of her husband; at Long P uti a woman had a pail' of 
carved wooden cylinders for the ears, in &xehange for Wllich I 
ofl'eNld her some te'mpting bends, but , as her husband was away at 
the t ime of my visit, she would not part with tllOm, Members of 
the same fam ily or tl'ibo havo strong feelings of 8ympathy for each 
other. Whcn a Dyak is ill ut home tho women nur80 the patient 
in turn, During my journey through the forest, across t he water. 
shed from Mocara Anan to Mocara Benangnn, a Dyak suddenly 
got a. sevel'C attack of le\'cr and had to he left bellind; but four of 
Ilis tribe volun~red to remain by him, and at., once began to erect 
n little hut for the invalid nenr n stream or water. 

'r he Dyaks mar ry early, but have only one wife. Rajah Dinda 
and his brother are exceptions, but t hey 4re supposed to be 
" verh;" these two sil': '.v~ ~~ Dyo.ks , on the advice of the Sultan, em· 
braced the Mohammedan religion,::!{l that they could indulge in the 

. deublful luxury of severnl wives, To jJldge by tile IIppearance of 
!lome of ~he youngest couples I saw-for t1. .. '-..Dyaks have no idea of 
their own nge~the girls marry from the ag;;- of f"·~n;;;n~ 
men at ahout twenty. 

A Dyak family seldom consists of more than three or four 
children. When an inwresting event is ahout to lUlppen, the lady 
is secluded i ~ a small house, where she remains for several months. 
during which no stranger is allowed to enter tile but. T he mother 
carries the infant tn a cur iOIlS portable cradle. 1\ scmi-circular COIl ­

trivllnce slung behind tli(f shouldel', in whicll the iufant sits erect 
with the legs hanging (see Plate 16) . 

'l'he li ttle brown bundle of humanity is subject to all t he ordinary 
"".ants of hUlllan nature, nnd w~en it utters the universally recog­
mzw warning cry. as a protest again"t. the panb"!! or hunger 01' 

tbi rst.l· ...... mother simply brings tile chair forward, without in any 
, 2 
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wfl.y interfering with her regular occupation. Babies are nurscu 

for a couple of years, and evon IOllger. They arc usually laden 
with silver bangles, strings of coins, shells, beads, small bells, and 
other rattling ornaments. 

The children . are always full of life and play, ever rctldy for a 
game, and, as they begin to feel their growing strength, for trial>! 
of endurance and skill. It is a phenomenon to see a Dyak chil<l 
who is not funning, jumping, figllting or wrestling, either with 
one of its companions, or, failing tbah, carrying the war among the 
pigs or the poultry. In the evenings they practise dancing, or 
playing a kind of flute, through which they blow from the 
nostril. 

By and by the "young ideas" begin to smoke, roIlowing the 
example set them by their papa and mamma. The Dyak pipe is 
a very peculiarly constructed. instrument, consisting of a stout 
bamboo cylinder, about twenty-two inches long and one and a half 
inches in diameter, which contains water to cool the smoke; inside 
this tube is placed a piece of split rattan filled with fibre, which 
absorbs the nicotine; about ono inoh from tho end of this tube is 
inserted, at right-angles, a slonder carved piece of ironwood, about 
eight inches in leugtll, and bored with a hole rather more than a 
quarter of an inch in diameter; this constitutes tlJO bowl, which 
contaius only a very small quantity of tobacco. The Dyak, how­
ever, never takes more than half a dozen puffs at a time, as tho 
Java tobacco which is generally used is vcry strong, and the 
smoke is always swallowed. 

Cigarettes, made of a little tobacco rolled up in a small piece of 
banana leaf, are largely used. The use of opium is, in somo 
districts, rapidly exteuding among the" rich" Dyaks. The habit 
of Birih and betel chewing, probably introduced by the Malays, is 
also universal, and is the only habit the Dyaks carry w excess. 

T he Dyaks reckon their periods of time by the full moon, half 
moon, and new moon. 

They have no fixed hour for their meals, and are very temperate, 
both in eating and in drinking, confining themselves to water, 
except on the occasion of their feasts, when toewak, a drink made 
from honey, is indulged in. I have sometimes offered the Dyaks 
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a glass of bralldy or a cup of chocolate, which they would look at, 
or smoll, and tllCn decline, Kaying in Malay, " 2'ida bi38a" (don' t 
undorstand) or "tida 8ocl:a" (don't wish). 

Notwithstanding tho out.door life of ~ho Dyu.ks, and their 
modcmtion ill eatillg and driukillg, it is not surprising that, in. 
the malarions climate, ami tho unsanitary state of thcir houses, 
they nrc subjcct to fovol's and dysen/:(wy. Skill diseases arc 
commOIl, owing 00 doubt t.o tho scarcity of suit. 

'l'ho Orang Poonan are espccially subject to skin diseases of 
both scaly and ulcerativo form. I havo already referred to tho 
fl'(lquont occurronco of wens among both Dyaks nnd Malays. It 
is no exaggeration to say that ovcry third woman is afflicted with 
fl protuberance in th" throat, varying from the si.:Ge of an apple to 
that of a child's head. 

Smullpox occasionally makes serious ravages among the people. 
As a safogmll'd against this disen5" they havo a sort of vaccinatioD 
system, wherein faitli or holiof plays a greater part than medical 
scieuco. I have on more than one oceasion soon tho native placo 
a pieco of tinder on hie arm 01' thigL, burn it, Illld lot it bul'n a 
Ivound. 'l'his thcy believe to bc an iuf. .... l!ible Pl'(lVClltil'c. In 
1'lnoo 16 may be soon thc row of spots on tho arm of a girl, tho 
reault of thia operation. 

That the Dyaks lire Dot;:.:; (;: ru.le "" Ihccl! hy is PI'()Ved by the 
rapidity with which wounds and fractu res heal. They, and tho 
Malays aiso, are very fond of the fat from the boo. COI;s.~::i~"., __ 
ointment, and apply it to nil kinds of cxoorunl wounds. As an -
instance of the efficacy of tho ointment, I lOlly montion the caso 
of a Malay from Amontai, who lmd received lin ugly wound in his 
head from an AmoL: Bocgis, pal'l of the sknll being removed, and 
tho brain laid bare. Tho only means he adopted was to apply 
serpent's fat to the wound, and bind it up. I n less than thl'ee 
wooks the wouod was closed. I am not prepared to ath-ibutc the 
wholo of this rapid recovery to thc virtues of 8ol-pcnt's fat. it 
IIllty pcrhaps be taken RS an illustration of tho hnppy d ispensation 
of ]ll'()vidence, wllieh has given the native constitution 1111 aptitudo 
for quickly repairing skulls in a country whel'O they are so easily 
broken. Certain it is, however, that such a hole in II. European's 
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skull "'ould Dot have been mended in 8 tropical climate ID thirty 

times three weeks, if over. 
'1'110 Dysks have also cortain plants from which drugs aro made. 

I t struck me that tho wOlllon arc best up in tho Materia Mediw., 
U8 they gCllcranY.prepare tho roots or leaves, and also administer 
the doses to the patients and act as nurses j but thoy are very 
utl"' illing to give any information about their medicines. 

Superstit ious rites playa more important part in the physician's 
art among the Dyake than medical or surgical skill. The tamba­
long6 or charms are regarded as more potent instruments of good 
than all the poultices or ointments, plaisters or modicines in tho 
world. When these bavo been tried without avail , in any serioua 
case of illness, recourse is had to pamali. The door of the house 
is sl\Ut, amI outside i~ a. bunch of leaves is hung, to show that the 
place i.s what. would be called in the Sout.h Seas uwu, JlaCred, or 
set apart. Nobody is allo1\'ed to enter. The patient is left t.o 
himself until Salan is driven away. 

In different diseases different tambatongs are looked to for aid. 
In Plate 2'7 are shown several typical charms, each of which is 
regarded as proof against, Or a cure for, certain specific ills. Tho 
'rring D]aks, aud those of Long BUh and Long Puti, have no 
end of these charms, in infinite variety or well-conceived ugliness, 
hung round tbeir necks or waists. 

I could not find that the Dyaks attrihute any virtue to the 
galiga or bezoar stone, which they collect and sell at such 
fabulous prices to the Malay traders for the Chi nose. 

'l'he Dyaks can endure without apparent discomfort considerable 
extremes of heat. and cold. At night, when the sensation or cold 
is frequenMy very great, owing to the rapid radiation of heat. and 
the resulting moisture, the natives often sleep with uothing more 
o.ver than they have wom during the beat of the day. Some. 
times they cover themsolves with a long picco of thin cotton 
cloth, or with a mat of rattan, but this is the exception rather 
than the ~ule. During my travels in Borneo I was very glad to 
have a thIck blanket to cover me at night, and even then never 
felt too warm j but the natives did not soom to mind the cold. 
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CHAPTER XXiI. 

The h",d-huni.;ns riws-A problem in white ,wmilli,tmtiQn=-Can8C 01 11," o;<;(ioo\;on 
ofthBl)yak race_\\rar.tlances_N,li,·c mlJ.\ieal i,,,,tm,ncnLo-C.nnih .. li.m­
Human ",,"crific .. - .A pcnitenti~l pedorm~nr"-hlur<lering the vietims-Drying 
the .kuU.-A dC!1ti. r"""t,-To,t.uring the dw,oed_Monument. of blood· 
thirstin08S-CoQrting anlOn:; th6 cannibtlh-,ra,riagG o"romoni" • ...,.Omtn.~ 
The penoUie. of pa!ernity_Coming of age_The" l .. t seen" of all H_ The roo.d 
to the CIInnibal's heaven-Sign. of '"~",.rning-Funeral rites amoufl th~ 
ea nnibals--A funaml dance .t Long Wal_The Long Wal Dynk'. journey \Q 
heaven-llnrial of ~ .Rajah at LOng Wahou-Collooting ,kulb_AllOlhor 
l'mwlise-Wiwho",f! among tho Dyaks-Dyak diviniti .. -Fate of .. Moham­
medan mission"y. 

Tuy. barbarous practioo of Head-Hunting, as carried on by all the 
Dyak tribes, not only in the independent tei'i'itories, but also in 
some parts-,;;ithe tributary states, is parl and parcel of their religious 
rites. Births and" namings," marriage:;;·:::nd ~:lUrials, not to mention 
less important events, cannot be properly ooie~!'!l;te~ unless the 
llCads of a few enemies, more or less, have been seeure}~grace 
the festivities or solemnities. Ilead-hunting is conscquentlJ'tn:.:: - 4"" 

most difficult feature in tho relationship of tho subject races to 
tlieir white mastot"S, and the most delicate problem which civiliza-
tion has to soll'c in tho futurc administrat,ion of the as yet 
indep.cndent tribes of the interior of Borneo. The Dutch have 
nlreaJy done much hy the double agene,y of their arms and their 
trade to rcmpve tilis plague-spot from the clmracter of the tribes 
more immediately nnder their control ; and the Sultan of Koetei 
does all ho can to discountenance it. St ill, as has been ~een, even 
he is not altogether free from the superstitious weaknesses wilich 
heset Malays and Dyaks alike, and while pomali is pradised in 
'ranga!.eeng it is difficult to see hew bead-bunting can he altogether 
abolisbed in Leng Wahou. In the more inaccessible regions of 
the interior, therefore, the practice has full sway; and the natives 
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everywhere, when the quest ion is discussed wi~h thorn, are shrewd 
enough to bring forward argumout.s from tho practices of the 
whites in favour of their own acts. 

"l'ho Orang blond<!. (white men)," said Rajah Dinda of Long 
Wai to me ono day, while speaking on this very point, "havo been 
killing tho Dyaks and Malays on tho Tew6h by hundreds,"­
referring to the Dutch war in the Doesoon district in 1859-64,­
"because they want to take their country and collect more rice 
aud gutta; and why should they object to Dill' killing a fow people 
now and then when our adat (custom) requires it? We do not 
cafe for the instructions of the white mon, and do not see why 
they should come iuto our country at all ." After this blunt reply 
I observed as much reticence on this subject as Rajah Dinda 
himself displayed. . 

Head-hunting, or, as the Dutch call it, Koppem;nellen, is the 
keystone, so to speak, in the edifice of Dyak religion and 
character. Its perpetual praotioe is no doubt one great cause of 
the rapid extinotion of the raco; and it is possible that before the 
custom can be entirely abolished the people themsolves will have 
improved each other off the face of the earth. 

In all great events of their lives the Dyaks require that human 
heads shall be procured. When a Dyak wants to maITY ho must 
show himself a hero (or, as the Malays term it, au Orang brani) 
before he can gaill favour with his intended; and the more heads 
he can obtain tho greater the pride and admiration with which he 
is regarded, not only by his bride, but by the whole tribe. When 
a Rajah is dead, heads must be secured; for, according to Dyak 
belief, the victims serve as slaves to the departed Rajah in heaven. 
Whenever a child is born to a Rajah-in LOllg Wai at least-heads 
must be got before it can be named. 

It is a rule among all the tribes that no youth oan regularly 
weal' a ruandau, or be marriod, or associate with the opposite sex, 
till he has been on one or more head-hunt,ing expeditions. A 
mandau is presented to him, probably, at his birth, or when he 
receives a name; but not till he has washed it in the blood of an 
enemy can he presnme to carry it as part of his every-day equip_ 
ment. 
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Before venturing on a head-hunting excursion, Dyaks have 
war-dances or games, completely llnayed in war-costume, At 
my request some Dynks at Long ¥lai gave specimens of these 
performances, When I first requested one of their number to let 
me see how they looked when they went out head-hunting they 
laughed, and hesitated, asking among themselves whether they 
should show tllemselves or Dot, But the a.lmighty dollar, as the 
Yankees term it, pI'oved its powel' even here, No sooner had I 
said I would make a pre~ent of a couple of dollars (j'ingits) to 
any ODe who would attire himself in full war apparel, aDd pel'mit 
me to make a sketch, than half a dezen were anxieus to carn the 
gratuity, On. PJaw1>-4 a~d 28 will b(l found the sketches which I 
made at Long Wai of Dyaks in f~n war-costume. Plate 11 
represents a Tring Dyak, in undress, performing the war-dance. 

Tho" war_dance" in each case was very similar. Two men, 
with mandau and kliau in their hands, begin first slowly walking 
round and round some distance apart, takin'g long strides, and 
stamping the feet with great force to tho ground, utwring savago 
yells tho while, gt'udually getting nearer to each otlwr. Ii sort 
of sham fight ensues wi~h the blunt sido of the mandau, In 
" undress rehearsals" sticks of rattan arc used inswad of swords, 
and the arms and backs aro padJcd with bark. The shouting 
increases as the fight gets hot; tho bystanders join in ; and a wild 
yelling takes place, which indicates pretty fairly the soundness of 
Dyak lungs . 

Sometimes the performers wear a great wooden mask- a rude 
representation of the head of tho alligator, a reptile for wllich the 
Dyaks show tho greatest veneration and fear. Ii Jrawing of such 
a mask is shown iu Plai:<J 22, Fig. 4, 

Music i;; uever wanting, Besides the monotonous gongs and 
discordant wmtoms introduced by the Hindoos, various instru­
ments of nath;) manuladure are played, One is a two-stringed 
fiddle, called a dji;npai (see Plate HI, Fig. 1). played with the fingers 
liko a banjo, 'is open at the back, and tho strings aTe mado 
of fine split r Han . Ii still more curiolls instrument, producing a 
pleasing org n-like tonc, is called the kleJrJi (Plate HI, Fig. 3), It 
is compose<'l of six tubes or pipes of bamboo stuck in a cluster into 
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a gourd, the stalk of wh ich form s tho mou~hpiece. 'l'he pipes aro 
from twelve to nineteen inches lOllg, each having a. hole 00 which 
the fingcl"3 act like keys. At the top of the longest pipe is plaood 
a short joint.ed piece of bamboo, which has no doubt somethiog to 
do with regulating the tooo. Mr. Augustus Franks, of the British 
Museum, haa a 'Chineso book in which thoro is figured an instrument 
made in a very similar manner, but a much fiuer work of art. A 
third nativo instrument is afiute (Plate 19, Fig. 2). which is played 

through tho nost ril. 
To tho ordinary horrors of hrad_hunting_the simple murder of 

their victims for the sake of their heads as trophies, practised by 
all the Dyaks- tlle Ballou Tring tribe add tht! tenfold worse 
practices of cannibalism and offering of human sacrifices; not only 
killing their enemies according to the Dyak reading of the maxim 
"Live and let live,"-" Kill, or be killed,"-but taking captiye 
those- that they do not put to death and eat on the spot, and 
reser-ving them for slavery and ultimate death by torture. 

When tho chief of this tribe has decided to go out kidnapping 
and head.hunting, the peoplo, women as well as men, are called 
together to confess. Should it appear that some youthful mem_ 
bers have infringed the recognized laws of the tribe as regards 
marriage, or tbat the sanctity of the marriage vow has been 
violated, certain penalties are inflicted on the offending part;les, 
such as a lintl of a fowl or a pig; and when the offence is purged, 
and the moral character of the tribe is, l1000rding to their opinion, 
re-e.stablished, a. prophet is sent out with twenty or thirty 
"penitents," W observe omens either in the air or in the woods. 
These penitents are youths who appear at birth to have had 
certain marks, signs of misfortune, on them, and who, in order 
to get the marks.t.o disappear and to provent the evil which their 
presence forebodes, must atone, or go through penitential per­
formances, such as depriving themselves during a eertain portion 
of their lives of salt or fish, or of every kind of clothing. This 
party of omen observers proceed a day's march into the depth of 
the forest, and rogular communication is maint.ained between them 
and the rest of the village, 80 that they can be informed of anything 
that happens while they are away from home. Should anyone die 
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in the tribe they mus~ return to the villago, taking uV their dwelling 
in a shed specially built for them. As soon as the funeral is over 
they resumc their journcy, uot returning until they hUI'e satisfied 
themseil'es th?-t the omens are favourable for the expedition about 
to be despatched. 

Then the chief summons ull the male members of the tribe, and 
when the preparations are comp\ete-pcrhap~ two er three months 
may elapse before this is the case- the armed party sets out to 
atwek a neighbouring village belonging to another tribe. Tho 
attack is generally mudo in tho early morning, after the people 
have taken breakfast, and a signal is given on a drum. 'l'he heads 
of the slain are taken off, and driel\ over a fire; these trophies are 
reserved for the chief, while the people must bo satisfiod with tho 
meat of the bodies. 'rhe captives aro made slaves, and also servo 
as sacrifices on certain occasions. 

On the return of the party it is tho oustom to havo u feust, callo(} 
tho tiwah feast, or death fit~, which lasts ten days. 'l'hese feastg 
are also held in celebration of various events, snch as on tho 
occasion of the death of a chief, and at them not only are the 
captives who havo been taken prisonors in the marauding e;;::­
pcditions sacrificed, but tho riclool' mcmbors of the community 
give a number of" slave debtors" to he put to death. 

Mr. Perelaer describes a tiwah held in 186:3 on tho Upper 
Kak.jan Ri,'cr, at the funeral of Tomongoeng Tocndu.n, wbich 
lasted eight days, and at which forty slavo debtors were 
slaughtered . 

When the fatal day has arrived, a polo is fixed in the ground, 
having at its upper end a. rlldely_c31'\'cd human head, with tho 
tongue stretched at full length out of the month. This pole, 
usually made ~f ironwood, is callod sapoen-doe, and stands out of 
the ground a little mor!l than the height of a man. At this post 
is the slave doomed to suffer martyrdom. Opposite him the 
youths and ahle-bodied men are dra.wn up in a row, armed with 
their lances and in full war attire, and step forward one after 
another to wound the wretched man, while the balian8 and 
ba8~iT8' (priests and priestesse.~) howl a dismal song. When 

1 Dr. S~h\Y3Mrol\(1 ~I r. l'erelocr both refor to tho,", f~nctionarios all being employc<.l 
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many sla\'es are offered, their sufferings are relatively short, 
though never lasting less than one hour. If, however, tlle giver of 
the fca.<;t is not rich, and only a few slave debtors are killed, each 
unfortunate victim Dlay stand three, four, or even six hours 

• 
el,ained against this fatal pole. His tormentors purposely wound 
him but slightly, in order to satisfy to the utmost' their thirst for 
blood; and thc suffering wretch dics a lingcring dcath, succumb­
ing simply from loss of blood. 

Nearly cvery villago has it~ special symbol, ill recognition of the 
distinction which its inhahitants hal'e gained in successful head_ 
hunting, consisting generally of a large wooden post placed in 
a conspicuous position in front of thc village, ornamented with 
some local device or crest. At Long 'Vai tuis crest is merely a. 

ball, with a spike on the top . At Dassa and Langla it was a mon­
strous head; at Long Puti, a figure representing a erowned Rajah 
in a very inolegant attitude. These posts are shewn in Plates 7 
and 27. 

At Long Puti there were alse a number of smaller posts, of all 
shapes and sizes, which I at first took fot· ordinary grave-stones; 
but which were also used, I have little doubt, as " death posts 'I nt 
the 'l'iwah feasts . 

Although an eye-witness of many of the incidents of Dyak life, 
r was not fortunate enough to be present at the various solemnities 
customary at a Dyak wedding or funeraL 1 obtained, however, 
mueh information through repeatod inquirie~ among individuab of 
the various tribes through which I passed; and especially at 
several councils of Dyaks, held at different places at which I 
stopped for the special purpose of supplying me with autllOnt ic 
particulars. At thcso moctings I was accompanied by two Malays, 
who were fully acquainted with tho Dyak language, and who wrote 

in different parta of Dorneo \(> ad as modiatoQ ~tween the god. nbd the poopl", and 
on tho occasion of a fun oral to moito tb. virtu •• of th. dead "nd make a "'quest tbat 
he may b6 ro¢civod in\(> buven. Thoro are two cl~ of tho,o, U,. llO$Si", l~hQ aN 
mon d ... ssed "" "omen, and tho Riliano or Dalian .. who are women, the la6t n.mod 
ho;ng tho moro i"fluenli.l of the two. Their chi.r f"nctiono are to mako .. much noiso .. 
]>OS,ible. Dr. Schwaner and Mr_ Porcl"o, . WOW that th ... poople, boU, mOll and 
women, ar. ordinarily """upiod in •• rioU$ disgUllti,,£ aud imlnoral practioes who" Mt 
.pecial ly enS"sod at f ... I3, funeral., &0. • 
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down the particulars in the Malay tongue. These records wero 
afterwards translated for me by :Mr. Seitz, late Assistant Resident 
at Kootei, and Mr. Emann, head clerk to the Resident at Bundjer­
masin, who wa.'> recommended to me as the best Malay scholar in 
Borneo. • 

The information thus obtained is ginm in the followiug notes 
on the ceremonies attending the marriage and death of a Rajall, 
aml the birth of his children, and tlle feas:ts given whon they 
reejve their names and on their coming of ago. 
~Vhen a. Rajah of the 'l'ring Dyaks- tho cannibal trihe-solicits 

tIle band of a young girl in mat.rimony, he sends through a friend , 
never venturing on such a mission himself, to the objeot of his ad­
miration a number of a certain kind of beads, named loeko!, a 
brass basin, and somo clothes; if the lady accepts tllCso presents, 
tho. ongagement is regarded as being formally contractef- 1puch 
in the samo way as the acceptance of the" engaged" l:ing com_ 
pletes tho first formal stage in the marriage negotiations in 
England. After the expiration of one or two months, the bride. 
groom goes on a visit to tIle parents of the girl, remaining with 
them some time, and helping them in their daily occupntions. 
This "isit is of no specified duration, provided it does not last n. 
year. At the close of the visit the bridegroom makes his bride a 
present of two slaves, and the marriage can then take place at any 
time. Still there are a few mattel"S of etiquette to be observed . 
Tho hridegroom elect is strictly forbidden to eat off the same plato 
as his bride, nor must lle partake of betel and sirih from tho 
same box. As the time for tho celebration of the nuptial cere­
monios approuclleS, he gives the bridegroom's mother a quantity 
of rice, lee/an (a sort of rice), some fowls and pig~; and the re· 
lations of both families are invited to participate in the marriage 
festivities. 

The "ordor of matrimony" is celebrated in the following 
manner ;-

The bride and bridegroom, who before have not enjoyed the 
privilege of sitting vi8 U ds, arc on this occasion placed face to 
face on a copper trny, on which they sit holding one another by 
the hand . And DOW, during tlle tllUnder from small cannon, called 
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lilM, one of the eldest male members of the assembled party steps 
forward, holding in his hand a mand:m, which is dipped ill the 
blood of a pig and a fowl. Smearing first the hand of the bride­
groom, and then tllat of the bride, with the blood, he cries out the 
names of the male spirit" Bank," and the female spirit" Hiroeh 
BaJ:al.," implores their protection, and recommellds the maITied 
couple to their care, wishing them all sorts of earthly blessings. 
During this ceremony the guests gi-fe vent to their feelings by 
yelling and laughing. 

This ceremony over, the members of the family set to work 
killing pigs, and makiDg preparations for the feast, which, with 
music and dancillg. lasts the rest of the day. 

The following morning the bride and bridegroom are allowed to 
bathe together; lind while they are going to the bathing_place, 
carrying their own clothes with them, noises are made on the 
gongs, while the wedding guests are witnesses to this other episode 

. in the maITiage vows. The fourth day after the marriage is a very 
important one, for on that day the married couple mnst obsen-e 
omens, in which all Dyaks are great believers. For tl)at purpose 
they go out of the house, and, taking with them a I)iece of rattan 
(the emblem of lifo), begin to look for something eatable from the 

. vegetable kingdom-it may he eithel' a frnit or a root, whioh 
afterwards servM as a dish i~ which they read tl'eir future. 

The flight of birds is keenly watohed by the Dyaks in all pUlts 
of Borneo, the movements of the hornbill and 1l:il.wk, and the 
manner and direction of their flight, being especially regarded 
as emblematic of future events. 
/ ·When the bridegroom perceives his wife to be in interesting 
oircumstances he goos out head-huntiug, and he is not allowed to 
return before he can bring one or more people's heads to lay at his 
wife's fed, or one or more oaptives to testify to his prowess. The 
more skulls he can bring, the more is he admired abd loved by his 
wife, and the more feared and respected among his own tribe. 
On his return he is always entertained at a foast in celebration of 
his bravery. After the departure of her husband, the woman must 
go with the upper part of hel· body naked j bnt on his return Khe 
is allowed to put 00 a jacket. If the marriage is blessed with tho 
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birth of a son, the infant receives a mandau (sword), a kHau 
(shield), and a cap, as presents from the fathor. If it is a 
daughter, she receives as presents a shol't sarong, and a jacket 
made of the bark of a tree. 'rho bilth of the child is celebrated 
by the uSllal sounding of gongs throughout the village. 

Then follows the Ceremony of giving the child a name or nameS. 
On such an occasion the grand-parents on both sides give a feast, 
at which the baby is prescnt, covered with a pisang or banana leaf, 
and the Dames arc selected in accordance with tho signs observed 
in tho leaf. 

The maITiage rites observed by a Rajah of Long \Vai or Long 
Wabon do Dot differ materially from those performed among the 
Trings. The bridegroom, however, instead of sending prcsents of 
bead~ to his choscn bride, sends his mandau to her fa~her, and 
three days later the wcdding presents are despatched, consist ing 
of a couplc of £tags, somc sarongs and mats, guns to be used for 
firing salutes, some pigs, and a special bed for the bride's use. 

At Long Wahou thc birtb of a son is welcomed by the boating 
of drums, and the firing of guns; and these sounds are the sig-nal 
for the infliction of a series of penalties on the father, who is for­
bidden for three days to drink waklr-he probably makes up for 
the deprivation by imbibing a large quantity of toewak-and who 
for five months must sleep and eat in solitude, and neither take 
sal~ with his food, ehew sirih, nor smoke. 

Wllen the ohild is five months old the Rajah is at liberty to live 
as before, and commemorate his return to a rational existence by 
giving a great feast, at which piga and fowls are the principal 
dishes in the bill of fare. Aft-or the feast is over the infant gets 
a name, and a month latcr another slaamat (feast) on a large scale 
follows. From 200 to 300 people from the Rajah's own country 
are invited; ' and friends are asked from other negoreis (districts). 
Wild boars and fowls are again killed, and on this occasion the 
iambattan, or bridges (1 believe by this are meant the boards 
or gangways connecting an the Louses, see view of Long -"Vai, 
(Plate 7), must be rebuilt, and the houses ore palisaded with iron­
wood. 

When tho boy is "of age," say about fifteen years, he goes with 
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o~her Dyaks to get mengajoc (heads). One trip is not deemed 
enough, but he makes four different excursions; and as soon as he 
has obtained one or more heads he is allowed to chew sirih and 
smoke, to wear a tassel of hair on his mandau, and ornament llis 
ears with weigMy rings and teeth, and last, but not least, to marry. 

A Long Wai Rajah is not obliged to pay tho same penalties of 
paternity as are exacted from a Long Wahou Rajah, but similar 
customs prevail as to the coming of ago of tho son . 

.Among the l'andjoengs a marriage cannot he celebrated until 
the sanction of the parents of thc girl has becn ohtained. Thoy 
also fix a certain number of household and other utensils to be 
given to their daughter. If the man cannot give the required 
goods from his own means, or through tho help of others, the 
marriage cannot be concluded; but when he has brought what is 
required to the house of his future mother-in-law, the indispensahle 
Balians arc called, who for three days perform certain secret and 
mysterious acts, in which banana blossoms play a grcat part. 
When they have terminated their witchcraft, they hless the happy 
pair, and the marriage ceremony takes place. 

Polygamy is not forbidden among the Dyaks, though only 
practised by the chiefs. 

The" last scene of all" in the "strange eventful history" of a 
Dyak Rajah is an elaborate performance, occupying several days, 
and varying very much in detail in different districts. 

Among the Bahou Tring Dyaks, tho cannibals of Borneo, thc 
following rites are observed on the death of a chief: The death of 
the Rajah is announced by tIle beating of a gong, on hearing which 
the people at once proceed to the house of the deceased. Whilst 
they are gathered there the chief's body is washed and afterwards 
rubbed in with salt, and dressed in his best apparel, and placed ill 
a sitting posture j in his hands are placed his shield and mandau . 
.After some time, the arms are taken away, the body is undressed, 
wrapped in a piece of cloth, and placed carefully on the ground . 
Whilst the garments are being removed, 11. singer stands elose 
by and chants a hymn, in which he describes the road which the 
departed must travel, iu order to come to his tribe in the other 
world. 



E1t Route to Heaven. 

/Tbe dead wanders first, according to the singer, to a, river 
named Biraie langgala11, to cross which he has to make or get 
made a canoe and paddles. He then turns his steps to the moull_ 
tain 'l'oekoeng Daijang, and goes on till he comes to anotber river 
called Loeng, afterw.ards cl imbing the mountain Piloen.g, where ho 
meets ono man of his tribe. 'I'he jonrney is continued to tbe river 
Danorm/any (valley of tears), where the wandering spirit en_ 
counter3 sevora.l men, women, and children, to wh?w be must give 
clothes. Leaving this Valley of Tears; he comes to a great cater­
pillar, to which he must givc some kladi (a certain plant), and 
then he goes up tho mountain Limatak, whore he sees a lot of flies 
and also a big bear: to tho bear ho must make a present of a pig. 
Going further, he meets a man who holds an iron woir (bow net), 
to whom he must offer pisangs and sugar-cano, so that he can 
proceed unmolested on his way. Further on he comes to a river, 
which is watched by a man named Tmnai Palrrl.:/oeng , to whom ho 
must give the barbules which grow round the mouth of a certain 
species of fish (sp. of Silurus). After this he meets a woman, 
Hadau Daliau by name, ,,·ho is busy stamping rice j as she is 
anxious t.o persuade him t.o help her, he must avoid her and pursue 
his journey quickly: proceeding further he comes to a fire in the 
middle of the road, which he has no sooner passed than he en_ 
counters a woman with a pair of ears large enough for him to take 
shelter under from the rain. The next objects that meet his eyo are . 
the stems of two trees, over one of which he must jump, whilo the 
other he must cut in two with his mandan. If the deceased is 
a woman sho must cut tills tree over with her knife. On going 
furthoL' the spirit comes to the lllountain Goellweli, and as soon as 
he has begun to ascend the mountain he feels that ho does not 
belong any more to this world, Presently a yery narrow road 
leads to a forest ca1lsd Noea pirau; where the doceased meets his 
parents and a woman named.AlaJl.patai. Next, the river SoclIqei 
'Pali Barouw has to be passed, in which ho takes a bath, and 
another mountain has to be surmounted: After all these fatigues, 
the spirit is refreshod by eating some fruit, and at last he is safely 
landed in the heayen of his tribe. 

As a reward for instructing the spirit in the details of the long and 

" 
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intricate journey it has to periorm, the singer receives the clothes, 
mandau, and shield of the deceased. The foHowing da.y, the mem­
bers of the tribe are again gathered together, and as a sign of mourn­
ing shave off the hair from the head,' apd also tear off either their 
sarong or their jacket, and run about with the vppcr or lower part 
of the hody naked; this mourning lasts until they havtl had a 
"good IllU'vest," by which is generally meant a few heads. When 
. .the people are all assembled"and have all adopted these sigos of 

/'" mOUl'oing, the body is placed in \tho coffin and brought to a chapel, 
those who are carrying t·he hodNa.nd the clothes which have to be 
deposiwd with tllO dead, taking great earo that they do not stumble 
01' fall, as such an occurrence isjonsidered an omen that the fallen 
'VillDot live long. At tbe tom!l are generally placed four wooden 
idols, rep)'esenting t igel's, whose 'souls-for the Dyaks believe that 
every object has a soul-are to act as servants for the good Rajah 
in the other world. As seon as the coffin is deposited in tho 
chapel, the people returll home and have a funeral feast, which 
lasts one month. 

At Long Wai the following is tho ceremonial observed on the 
oceasion of a Rajah's death and buriaL As soou as the Rajah bas 
breathed his last the drums and gongs are set going to a particular 
beat or tune, called tomoellg, a sort of "Dead Maroh," on hearing' 
which the people gather together without delay a~ the place where 
their dead ruler lies. Here the various duties eonneoted with the 
fuueral solemnities are assigned to different persons; some have 
to make bridges, others to cut the prau-shaped coffin, which i~ 
hewn bodily out of tbo trunk of a tree; others, again, to caITe 
idols of wood- hideous representations of boars (thoellg) and leo· 
pards (lahdjic) or men. When these are aU ready, the body is 
brought to a place where it is washed; and then, covered with a 
piece of white oalico, it is brought baok to tJ)(l house and placed 
on a groat wooden plank, and attired in the costume ordinarily 
worn by the Rajah when alive. Over the body is then erecwd an 
attap roof, which is, however, afwr\~ards removed; then the 

• TLio mothoo of ~howing mourning i. 0100 procti.ed in AfriCA by the Wa!lYoro 
people. (800" Journal ciner Rei ... VOn :\I,llli," &e., by Dr. Ermin Bey. "Pew<­
mann', ~Htthoilungcn." }Iay 8, 1879. 
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• 
pooplo present call on the Rajah's predecessors, and sing, or rather 
shouh, till they are exhausted. After this the Rajah's body is un_ 
dl"Cssed, his mandau and blowing tnbe are fixed in his right hand, 
and his shield in his left. .A. woman (probably a professional, 
belonging to the order Dr. SchwaneI' calls Bilians) takes ber scat 
next to the deceased, and begins to speak to him, telling him what 
to do-that he must go straight ahead, neither turning to tho 
right nor to the left, and that he must not be afraid should he meet 
anyone howling or crying. When this woman has uttered the 
necessary admonitions, the body is placed in the coffin, being laid 
on a nieo cushion, under which is a mat of the best quality; wllile 
between the cnshion and the mat monoy is deposited, and the 
hands of the dead man aro filled with gold. At his head, and also 
at his feet, is placed copper tnlV (a sort of gong), as well as his 
different costumes of any value. 

For three days the people are praying and dancing round the 
coffin, and a special dance is performed by five wcmen and two 
men. Fashion evidcntly alters evcn among the Dyab, for it is a 
sine '11ltl110'll that these people must be dressed in costumes from 
tem,po doelo (times gone by). The women hold in their Iland a 
mandau, and on their head is fastened So living red fowl . . One of 
the men has only a mandau, while the other has a drum. The 
drummer runs eight times round the coffin; theu lIe rests a little. 
Presently he trots again! bnt only seven times. When this is 
finished the coffin is placed under the house, where the praying is' · 
continued, and again the drummer performs the circuit of the coffin, 
first eight and then seven times. The poor Rajah's bones are not 
yet fairly at rest; he is carried in his coffin to a small house 
specially built for the purpose, whither also the idols (Iwmbatongs) 
are taken, as well as the skulls of the various people the Rajah has 

. lUurdered. After six days are over the minor people are permitted 
to pa.y their last r'espeots to the departed chief. 'fhe coffin is now 
hrought to its final resting-place-the "mausoleum" -with a. pro­
cession arranged in tho following order: Bofore the coffin pro­
ceed the two men who had taken part in the dancing round the 
coffin, both now armed with a mandau., and one of them playing a 
drum. Behind tho corpse como the five women, ono holding a 

Q 2 
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mandau, and another a red fowL When the procession is close to 
tho graveyard the coffin is placed in a small enclosure or shed 
without a roof, and the two mon take lances and throw them 
against the coffin, which is now placed in the mausoleum, while a 
number of idols are left outside, either stuck in the ground or hllOg 
on t.he posts supporting the building. • 

Among the Long Wai Dyaks the follo wing is the journey 
which each departed spirit is supposed to perform. I mmediately 
after death the spit'it goes to a certain tree called Patoeng, or 
Wateng L adji, resembling a carved idol, which lies across his path. 
Going on further, the spirit comes to a kampong (village), the 
head of which is a woman named Dijon Ladji. . Proceeding still 
further, the departed comes to anothor village, ""hete the chief is 
also a woman, named Dikal Toewan Ballang. Still wandering, tlw 
dead arrives at the third vi llage, the name of whose chief, also a 
female, is Longding Dakka Patai, On the spirit goes to another 
kampong, whose chief is named Kapung Landing Dakago; and 
again to a fifth villago; where another female chief is met, by name 
Longding Dahal.:. 

We have followed the departed through no less than five villages 
-or kawpongs. The scene now changes to a river running from a 
mountain called Lung Mandill; this stream is of COllI'ile saered, 
and is guarded by two -women, onc named Talik Bong DMng, tho 
other 8asong Luing Daong, 'rhe country where the river runs, 
and wherein all these kampongs are situated; is known by the 
general name of Long Luing. As the confused story here ends, I 
presume the dead is now lodged in Paradise; 

The funeral obsequies of a Rajah of Long Wahou again !Lre 
different, The body is first washed- not by ordinary members of 
Dyak society, but by those who arc of rajah descent-and dressed 
in the every-day clothes of the deceased, whose mortal remains are 

• 
then deposited on the floor under the house, wllCre he usually sat ' 
during life. Ono of the principal ehiefs must accom})any the body 

• In t1,U tranolation of the !l3rnli\"~ tho expro<sion "aoross the road" i$ u$ed, bul, 
un]"", the Dynk opin\ l.nd i. much better org;:ullzod Ulan tho Dyok Mrth, the term 
ca!loot be tah" ]ite .... U)", ". I nO'· .. $Ow a traok ,,"orU,y to be called a paIL, much ]"'" 
a ,oad, in any port of tho iu(.)rior of l!orn.oo. 
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below; and meanwhile the carpenters are set to work t.o get tl,e 
coffin made, being paid for their services with the Rajah's money . 
.As soon as the coflin is ready, thc body is placed in it, and two 
gongs, one at the head (l,nd one at the feet, as well as all the clothes 
wom by the Raj:J,b, especially his war costumes, (l,I'(l also dcposited 
in the coflin. After the expiration of six days the population come, 

. men, women, and ehildren, and wish the deceased a happy journey. 
~'he ooffin is now placed in a small llOnse, wheI'(l the people again 
assemble, to repeat their good wishes for the safe journey of their 
chief to the Dyak heaven. Here the corpse lies a month, during 
which time the people must not work, and Dyaks frem other 
districts are not allowed to come near. In the meantime, how. 
evcr, word is sent round in the late Rajah's country to his friends 
to look for heads ; as many as possible of thcse hovrid trophies are 
desired, for aecording to Dyak belief the beheaded peoplc will bo 
slaves to the deceased Rajah in heaven. Theso heads are fixed on 
the top of posts, which are evected ronnd the Rajah's final resting­
place, each head on a separate post, the ceremony of fixing tho 
heads being accompanied by the beating of gongs. The heads are 
eventually removed from the poles and hung on the trees near the 
riveI'. All these ceremonies ure the oeeasion for a succession of 
feasts, during which a great numb,of pigs and poultry are killed, 
and plenty of powder wasted, for all Dyaks are very fond of the 
noise of fire_arms, and hurn powder whenever they have an oppor­
tunity. And when the feasting is all over, it is time to think of 
erecting a monument to the Rajah's memory; this consists of a 
large carved wooden figure, intended to represent the dead Rajah, 
which is honoured by the very namo of the deceased, and receives 
the same marks of bonour as the Dyaks accqrded to their chief 
when ·he was aJil'e. 

As to the spirit. journey of a Long Wahou Dyuk, the following 
is the legend which obtajns credence iii. that tribe. The Long 
Wahou Dyak believes that when he dies he will go back to heaven, 
as if he had originally como from thenco. This })eaVen is divided , 
into different sections or apartments, one of which is named Kong. 
kong. Wben the dead has been there a little w4ile, he begins to 
cultivate -rice. A Dyak who has heen murdered cannot go to , 
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tho Kong-kong beaven, but remains in another one. and does 
nothing thore but fighting und murdering. Women who have died 
through illness go to Kong-kong, but those who have died in child. 
bed arc, strange to suy, doomed to the heaven where the murdered 
mon an. , 

Closely connected with tho Dynk religious belief is the absurd 
cus~om of pomali, whioh is practised also by the Allum s of 
Celebes and Tinior, and in the MontalVoi Islands. It is aUied 
to the tembu or talm of t lul South Sea Islanders. 

Tho only outward indication that pomali is being resorted to is 
a bundle of maize leaves stuck into the ground, or bushels of r ice 
suspended from a bamboo post, either in a rice·field or under 
tho J\OUSC of a person who is ill. .All strangOn! 801'0 forbidden to 
cross tho threshold of III hO\\80 where this signal is placed . Twice 
I was about to enter a Dyak house, when I was torhidden to go 
further, and tho symbol of pomali was pointed out to me. On 
inquiring for what reason I was prohibited from cntering, I was 
told that Satan was in the room with a sick man, and the good 
spirits were being invoked to dri ~o him away and Curo him of hia 
ilIneg. 

I could not, however, gain much information on the subject, 39 

tho natives were very unwilli" to give mo any details. All I can 
state wi th certainty is that' three sorts or pomllli are practised 
among both Dyaks and :Malays ill Koewi, the latter still adhering 
to many heathen customs. The first is for a good harvest, and 
is commonly practised for almost every crop; tho second is for the 
sick; and the third fot· tho dead.' 

• Mr. ll~h Lo .. in bi. "SlU'I.w.k" abo menlio"" th~ kind! or Poma/i, or .. he 
ealll it I'amali. Tho !ollowing i.o ru. intetprelftion :-" The tI .. 1, P""",li Mall, ill on a , 
ho,,", and on ev...,.thing in il, for t .. cl"<iayo aflor u..." ...... ohny penon beloug. 
i"3 to it. During thio ti",. »0 OIl. who i.o not an inhobil,o.nl of tho dwelling ean 
enler it, nor .... the pe~ ... lIlually .... iding in it alIo .. ...t to ~peaI< to auch, nor un 
anything, on any pretence whal$vor, bt removed (rom it until the twelve daya of Ibe 
prohibillon 00 oxpired.. Ito conclulion ill marked. by the du.th of a fowl or pig, 
Wlo,ding to the oiltUm' tallee. of iho f.m ily. 

" Th. Pamdi Poniakit ill "n(le(t4k~n by a whole "Villtlge during 6ny oicknci!l whioh 
p",v.il, g<:Mnllly anwllg.t the member. of the tribe. It. i, 1I)",kOO hy a pig , l.in, 
and a fout being mad. ill order to j)ropiw.w the divinily who la.aa .. nt the malady 
."'ODg tbem. Io i'- eon,,"" rorm it iI of eigbt day" tolllinuance, ""d d uring tbill 
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Although the Dyaks place such faith in their tambatongs, or 
charms, attribut ing ~onderful virtues and powor over evil spirits 
to t hem, they are not' idolatcr~ in tho sense of kneel ing down a nd 
praying to these objects. They all believo in an Almighty Being, 
known as Mallutara, Hatalb, or Allah (from the Ambie), and they 
believe that every organio being is endowed with a soul . 

At Mccara Pahou I lilli a numb,or of Tandjoeng Bantnng Dyaks, 
who believe in two gods, one a male, the other a female, besides 
spirits, which am lodged in certain species of t rees. The members 
of this tribe do not make charms, either of wood or of stone. They 
differ also from the other tribes in the fact tllut they do not as a 
rulo tattoo; I saw one with au ordinary cross tattooed on his arm. 
Neither do they all wear earrings ; and those that do are content 
women as well as men, with very small holes in the cars. 

Weddik's " Overzigt van B et Rijk vanKoetei," inlndi8~h . ArchiGf, 

period everything in tI,a village i. a;" .ta.nd.till, the inhabit(ln\.$ $hutting themselve. 
up from all inkT«>urae with otranl)""" TI,i. form of P nrn . li prevented my per$Onally 
visitinl) the Brd"fI and SipanjQ,,!/ tr ibes, M they were undcr the t.1>oo when I wa. in 
their vicinity for" kind of dyoentery which \1":1$ pm,.alen! among them. 

" The Pamali P~iakit i. also underL:i.ken loy i,,~ividunl$ wben any member of the 
fnmily i. sid; th',", p.rent. often put thcmsdvcs under its regulation., fondly 
},oping that by denying thcm$l)ives f"r "tiona the plea.",,,,, of inteT«>urse wit}, their 
fell"w_creaturoo. they willl'",vail upon the ,n"lignant .pirit, which is 8U\Jf'"OSed \" 
loa,.. , hed it. wit.i'ering influence over th.ir offspring to restoro it to it. wontOO health 
and otrongth. By" Ringato, the chief of t·he Sonnah Dyab, "Was dying from a ~O \'erG 
dysentery. IIi • . childron told me, . orrowing, ,. hen I ";site<l Illeir vi llaga, that pig$ 
had bun killed, and the great PQmali had been tried in v.i~ , Q~d that. pel"8on who 
had come from a ~i.t.ant tribe h<'<l ~l$o failed to effoot .. cure, and as a last resOUT«> 
they "Wished to have $OTTle nledicino froon the }:uropeans. On ",turning I sent some 
1'illo to h im, which Dr. T",.cher, the clover surgeon at S.rnwak, l,ad ~~vcn mefoe tho 
purpow; and though, when 100 found h imself I)<:t belte. from their cffoots, he took 
more of them than he $hould ha\"e done, we }'ad tho ... t;"faction ofhea";ng that he had 
porfeetly recol"ered. I ne"c' visiWi the tribe' after this <l<eUm)Jlce, bnt should ,ul'" 
pow that it mu.t hal"o,.silaken their belief in tlio Pamnli, and e.t.~bli .hed t ho repula. 
tion of tb. Luropean doctor in it81'1""". 

" Th. Pamali Omar, or taboo on tha farms, ooenJ"$ immediately after ti,e whole of tha 
.eed. is sown. It bat. four d.y.., a1)d during that period no person of tho tribe onte,.. 
~ny of the plantation. on ony account; a pig and feMt am, according to their practice, 
also neooasary. 

" The proper ob$e'''3nce of tlte8e ""riou. form . or l'!:l1l)" li i. probably amongst the 
most ancient of their customs, ""d Wa$ Pl"lWtjsCd. by their trine.. pTO"l'iously to tb6 
jn\rQduotion or tbe H indu rcljb~on." 
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fOl' 1849, pp. 136, 137, giv08 more details about the Tandjoeugs 
than I was a.ble to ascertain. Acoording to him tlley believe 
in a Supreme Being, to whom tIley givo tho name of Naijookh 
Sen,iejocll[! . He is the fountain of all good- rich harvests, SllccesS 
in their undertakings, a numerous offspring, &0. All misfortunes 
thoy attribute to ovil spirits, to drive which away is only in the 
power of Naijoe.kh Senkjlnng. whose assi.stance they therefore 
implore. 

Near the village of Radjookh stands a solitary Niboeng tree, 
planted by an evil spirit (han~) and no Tandjoong dam approach 
it, mnoh less touch it. 

As alrendy stated, tho Sultan of Koota! tried somo years ago to 
convert the Long Wai Dyaks to Islam. He Bont a head priest 
among them for tho purpose, but hardly had the missionary begun 
by telling the Dyab of the extreme sensual enjoyment in the 
Mohammedan Paradise, and of t he earthly privileges of being 
allowed four wives, insooad of one, when he was assassinated-and 
hero ended the missionary labours. The Sultan has nominally 
converted tho two Rajahs at Long Wai, who ombraced Mohammed­
anism for tho fascination of being allowed several wives. For tho 
rost, tllOY adhere strongly to all tho rites of their t.rihcs handed 
down to them from genoratiOq to generat ion . 

• 

• 
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CHAPTER XXIII. . 

Up tho Bmlo 31pin_Nagara_ Amontai_A fertile diltri"t-Ba~b.i-An equine 
apparition- Result of Ih6 """",h for the'l'en wi,h uno_The tail-poopl0 of 
the Sultan of Pa,.ir-The jon",ey to Mindai-D",truotivo &J. uirrel._A hunter 
at homo- lIIindai-Colled ing "p"cimon.-A novel mode of burglary- A visit 
from the ohief of the hillmen or Orang nukkit_Chopping "1' au idol-Cbam<>­
tensli", of tlle Orang Bukkit-Their dress auu oroamenlli_A hot mincml 

. sp'Ing_A counterfeit coiocr-Th" sealy ankator----l'ho .ala or goroug- Tigor­
cats ftnd leopaT<l.-The hinturong-Thc long-noud nnd other monkoy .. _ 
Remarkable vitality of I.he kukaug- The rhiuoe<!roo - Crocodil", and other 
Np[,jjes_ BIlok ill B.mlje=Min- Mosq nitoes-l"iolting with poison_A ol<)nn 
in the Ilarito_Paoking up---Yon G.ffron-Cood·byc-Homewaro-oound. 

AYfEn I had sufficiently recovered in health I left Bandjermasin 
on the 26th of January, aecq~panied by Kiehil and Tan He 
Wat, who had both proved themselves faithful servants, for the 
Amontai district. Mr. Meijer kindly placed at my disposal tllC 
small Government stearnel' "Oeylus." This mode of tra~sport was 
vastly superior to the native vessels, hcre called djoekon:J8 or 
samparuJs, in whieh, "eribbed, cabined, and confined," one has no 
room to take the slighest exercise. From the lonier deck of the 
steamer, the Barito secIl1ed now to present an entirely different 
aspect from its appearance as I had descended it a few weeks 
previously. The long low flatmnd-banks seemed less monotonous 
than before, with the distant background of hills in sight, and 
the many aquatic birds disporting themselves on the foreshore. 

About five p.m. we .arrived at Mocara Bahan or Bekompai. 
The" Ceylus " took coals iu here; and as it was a fino moonlight 
evening the captain steamed up the Nagara. all through tho 
night, in order to reach AmC!ntai by noon on the followirig day. 
Soon after four o'elock we came to the large town of Nagara, and 
for more than two hours we steamed past the long line of houses. 
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Even at this early hour the inhabitants were on tho move, and in 
front of every habitation stood a group of men, women, and 
children, watching the "Ceylus" as sho passed. 

Nagara is a busy place. Its muskets and swords (klewangs) are 
known allover the East, but the Dutch have of late prohibited tho 
mauufaeture of arms. 'l'ho iron is got from tho ' Doosoeu district. 
'There are aI~o large brickyards and pottories, the pottery ware 
being noted for its brittleness, the eauso of whieh probably lies ill 
tho burning, as the clay is of good quality. There are also a 
number of boatbuilders here, who make excellent large boats of 
ironwood. The women make mats and attap roofs from tho 
leav~s of tho sago palm, of which thcro aro very extensive plan_ 
tations. The placo is unusually well suppliod by nature; not only 
is the land very fertile, but the river and the numerous danaWl and 
tributary rivulets swarm with Sgh and fresh\vater shrimps, and 
tbe banks arc frequented by immense flocks of a small-species of 
wild duck, culled belibit, which is very good cating, and of which 
large quantities are sent to Bandjermasin, and eveu to Java; the 
selling price is about -five_pence each. In addition, large herds of 
semi_domesticated buffaloes roam about the fields in the neigh­
bourhood. Nagara. Snds a markct for all its produce in Baud-
. . 
]ermaslD. 

In no part of Borneo have I seon so thick a population as 
round Nagata and Amontai, the next village higher up the 
!·lvcr. If tllC population of the whole island bore any proportion 
to the numoors located in these two districts, it would resemhle -
Javn ; a.nd I am far from saying that Borneo could not support 
such a mass of people. On tIle authority of toe Assistaut­
Resident I give the population of the district of Nagara as over 
300,000; still that number I thought below the mark. 

'i'he country has flourished wonderflilly since it came under 
Dutch rule_ At the time when Dr. SchwaneI' travelled here ho 
ostima.ted the population at 60,000; Mclvill, later, calculated it ­
at 120,000; and Milller again set it down at ] 00,000. 'erue, these 
estimates were made more than fifty years ago; but reckoning that 
the population has increased in that time by 200,000 souls the 
iucroase has been at the rate of 4000 people a year_ 
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Amontai was reached on the 27th, at noon. This placo is now 
the peaceful centre of a district whieh a few years ago was the 
scene of a lengthened gner.illa war. The people, who were of a 
, 'ory unruly nature, arc now fairly quiet and contented, and the 
task of governing them, thongh still no sinecure, is comparatively 
O;tsy. The Rosident certainly always finds plenty to occupy his 
attention, and has to display considerable tact in dealing with his 
somowhat fanatical " subjects." With tho as~istance of two Con_ 
trolleurs, ono at Barabai, and one at Tandjocng, and a few natiye 
Ivritors to transact all the civil business, and with a couple of 
hundred soldiers to inspire respect, Mr. Clausz manages to keep 
in order the most populous district in Borneo. Mr. Clausz kiudly 
offered me hospit."l.lity, while my men had no difficulty in finding 
quartcrs in the village. '1'an He Wat was delighted to soo some of 
his countrymen here, and, as usual, he soon managed to find out , 
some one with whom he could claim rolationship. Amontai is the 
centre of a great fruit-growing district. Numbors of small canoes 
como down from Tandjoong laden with unripe fruit, whiel1 is re­
sllipped here in larger ve~sols for the great market at Bandjermasin. 
Sago is largely cultivated, and thriyos wonderfully well in the 
morasses, which ~tcu.d for a considorable distauco on each side of 
tho riyer. 

The whole country is low and flat, and no place for a naturalist, 
so I determined to go on to Barabai. With two praus, and still 
accompanied by Kichil and Tan Ho Wat, I passed a short distance 
up the Belangan, and thus into tho Krias or Karias, an " antassan " 
in course of formation, the water coming from the Kambat 
River, and 80 narrow that it was with tho greatest diffi_ 
culty that the praus, though littlo more than threo feet wide, 
could pass up. We met several praus laden with fruit and sago 
root, and it was only by forcing a passage through the high reeds 
that lined the banks that we were able to pass each other. T.hen 
numbers of herons and snipes were disturbed in. their retreat, and, 
wo£.se still, legions of mosquitoes revenged themselves upon us for 
intruding on their privacy. After several hours' struggling through 
the wilderness of reeds we emerged into the Kambat, a wido 
stream, with a stiff eurrent ruuning down against us. At Batu 
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Kanga my canOl! journey came to an end . Here I was surprised 
to meet a fellow_eouutryman, Dr. Michael Cohen, one of the many 
foreign medical men in the Dutch service, who accompanied me 
to Barabai. Mr. Dannenhargh, the controller at Barabai, had 
kindly sent a horse for my uso; and, as Dr. Cohen and I rode sido 
by side beneath the sbelter of the cocoa_nut palms, many of the 
women and children would run out of the houses that lined the 
road at our approach, aud rctreat again as quickly, ha1£ afraid at 
the unaccustomed sight of a couple of mon riding on the blWks of 
two strange animals. Horses have only been introduced into this 
part of Borneo during the last few years, and their lise is still con­
fined to the Dutol1 officials. The natives, who had never seen a 
horse before, manifested the greatest curiosity when tho first 
mounted official rodo among them; and down to the present day 
tho women and children are very much afraid at the sight of 
these animals, especially when ridden by a man. 

In tllC distance was the mountain chain dividing t.11C Dutch 
territory from Passir, whcre, according to eurrent bolief, the 
racc of ta iled men dwell, in search of whom I had sent Tjiropon. 

One day, while staying in Bandjermasin, I heard that Tjiropon 
had returned. I was surprised that he did not come to me to 
announco tho l'esults of his search for the tailed race; and 
when I sent for him his faco gave no token either of success or 
failuro as be ontered my room. For a long time all the answer I 
got to my questions was a shake of the head, which, thougl1 so far 
conclusive, did not afford sufficiently detailed information. I 
questioned him long and vainly as to the why and the wherefore 
of the failure of his lI!ission. Presently ho mado a. meagre state­
ment, to the effect that he had seen the Sultan of Passir, and had 
delivered to him the letter from his Highness of Koetei, but he 
had seen no tailed people. Beyond this I could get no explanation. 
Somehow old Tjiropon seemeu ntterly crestfallen. ' Was he think­
ing of the 500 guilders w11ich I had promised him if he brought _ 
me a pair of the interesting peoplo? I tried to cheor him up, and 
asked him about the nature of the country and the people through 
which he had passed, but conld got nothing out of him. At last 
he suddenly exclaimed, "Beforo Allah! I have seen tho Orang 
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boenwel long ago, and have spokeli to them, but I eould not see 
them this time." 

I was not satisfied to leave the question thus unsettled, and 
without saying anything more t-o 'l'jiropon I deterrnioed to send 
another party into Passir, and sought the assistance of tllC Resi. 
dent of Bandjerrflasin, who kindly furnishcd me wj~h a letter to 
the Sultan of that country, asking him, if a race of tailed men 
really existed in or near to Passir, to give me full particulars, and 
if possible to send me two of them. Several obstacles, however, 
presented j·hemselves. In the first place, it was difficult to get 
men to go into Pas sir at all. The people had the reputation of 
beiog among the most ferocious in Borneo. At Amont-ai, however, 
with the assistanoo of Yr. Clausz I got four Malays, on the strength 
of the protection afforded by the Resident's letter, and by the 
promise of a large gratuity, to undertake the mission. Af!other 
difficulty presented itself. I wanted a written reply to my letter, 
as I gravely doubted whether Tjiropoa had ever delivered the 
former missive; but Yr. Clausz' assistant said the Sultan of Passir 
could not write a letter, although he was able to write his name. 
However he engaged for lne a .Malay writer, who would noto down 
what the Soltan said, and get his Highness to sign the" deposi_ 
tion." After twenty-five days' absence the party returned with 
an interesting communication from tho Sultan of Passir. It 
appeared that 'fjiropon had after all delivered the letter from tho 
Sultan of Koetei, in which the latter potentate asked his royaL 
cousin to send Mm two of the OrallY boentoet, or "tail people;" 
but the letter had boon misunderstood by the Snlt:1n of Passir. 
The suite in attendance upon him were known collectively as the 
Ora1l{J boen/oet di Bulta)1 di Pa.ssir-literally the" tail people of the 
Sultan of Pas sir ;" and his Highness, taking offence at tho sup_ 
posed request of his brother ruler that two of his pel'sonal 
attendants-in fact, his confidential men-should be Sent to 
him, had waxed exco;eding Wrot!l, and, calling 'l'jiropon before 
him, had ordered him to depart immediately. "If the Sultan of 
Koet-ei wants my Orang boen/oet," said he, "let him fetch them 
himself." 

And BO the Sultan of Passi!', expecting an attack from the 
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Sultan of Koelei in response to this challenge, had been arming 
llimself ever since, erecting fortificat ions, and prep(rring for war. 
'L'he letter from Mr. Meijer had satisfactorily explained matters, 
and put his Highness at his easc. His mistake was, perhaps, 
pardonable, for he s(>nt word that the only Orang boentoet he had 
ever heard of were those, so called, fonning his suite. 

Meanwhile I was advised to go on to Mindai as the most likely 
district for collecting ' birds and animals in abundance. So I 
ordered twenty_four coolios, and on Saturday, the 31st January, 
we started, the coolies in advance, carrying the boxes, slung­
one between two mon- on stout bamboo poles. The road lay 
tllrough a thickly inhabited district, with plantations of the sago­
palm and oocoa-nut palm on all sides. The former troos aro 
cultivated llCro on a scale of magnitude umivalled anywhere in 
the south of Borneo, chiefly for the sake of the leaves, which are 
used for thatching the houses and for making mats. The root is 
also eaten, but the people do not understand the method of 
preparing the sago of commerce. 

\Vherever there are cocoa-nut plantations squirrels are abnndant, 
and it fgrms one of the chief amusements of the native boys to 
kill these gracefUl but destructive creatures, with arrows shot 
from a blowing tube. By means of thcir sharp incisors the 
squirrels gnaw a nole in the top of tIw cocoa_nuts, through which 
thcy drink thc milk or juice. 

Not only here, but in all parts of south_eastern Borneo, 
squirrels of many kinds are common. They are shot by the Dyaks 
for the sake of their flesh, which is said to be excellent. 

And now we came to the village of Biraijan, or Greijan, another 
populous village, with over 2000 :Malays, ,situated on the banks of 
the Batu-Kijau, which are here from thirty to fifty fcct high. The 
whole village is imbedded in a mass of cocoa-nut palms, which 
thrive here remarkably well, and attain a great heigq.t. Here the 
Controlleu\' at Barabai had told me I should find a valuable guide, 
Lora by name, who knew the country well, and w.as a good 
'hunter, possessed of great personal courage. It was not long 
before we sncceeded in hunting down this hunter in his home. 
He was a powerfully built man, with a keen and intelligent look, 
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and an expression which showed that he was not casily to be 
de~ived . A peculiar appearance was given to his face by the fact 
that he had only one car. It appeared that some years ago he had 
bad a quarrel with a Dyak, who had cut his right ear clean off. 
The best surgeon in Europe could not have performed the opera­
tion more skilfully. EI'cry particlo of the ear was gone, and not 
a mark to show that any other part of the head had been touched. 
In return for this delicate attention Lora had . paid his a.dversary 
the compliment of cutting his head off. Mr. Dannenbargh llad 
warned me to he on the alert, as Lora had not a particnlarly good 
character for hone~ty, or for good temper. The whole population 
of Biraijan feared and ha.ted him at the same time. He had enjoyed 
for a tiUlo the civic honour of kapala kampon{f, or cbief of the 
village. according to bis own account he had begged tbo Oon­
trollenr to relieve him of his duties; hut thc roal fact was that he 
was short in the cash-box- likc his predecessors and successors­
after having collected tho poll-taxos. 

At all events he proved a most useful guide, and was quite 
awarc of the value of bis services. We fltayed at his house-the 
best in the village~-and were treated to a sumptuous repast of 
hoiled rice, salted eggs. dried fish, and above all the delicious fried 
prawns so common in most of tbe rivers. Lora served the feast 
in quite orthodox style, covering the table with a piece of while 
calico, and providing an armchair and two plain chairs for his 
guests. Among other symbols of civilization which his household 
boasted were a European bedstead, a Swiss clock, and a lithograph 
portrait of King William of Holland, which be pointed to with 
pride in proof of his loyalty. 

Tbe next stage was Laboehan, a distance of ten mile.s through 
fruit plantations, interseel:€d here and there by patches of forest, 
and. with houses,at frequent iutervals along the road. In some 
durian trees I saw severalloetongs (Semnopithecw; prunw.ms), and 
Lora shot two; but the skins were spoiled by tho large shots going 
through the -head. 

Wheu we reached Laboehan, a village peopled by a mixed race 
of Dyaks and Malays, Lora called a meeting in the evening, and 
told the men that I would buy all sorts of animals, dead or alive. 
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There were fOllr animals- met with in great abundance here-­
whioh Lora specially told the men to get for me, both alive and 
dead; tho 'l'angililig 01' scaly ant-cater, tile 811iit or skunk, the wildcat 
(Felis planueps) , and the eivet.-cat (ParaM;rul'amusanga); the two 
last-named animals were caught in traps, the others with the hands 
as towards evening they came out of their retreats in search of 
food . He then addressed a flock of little boys, telling tllem to look 
for insects and shells, and thcy would get doi/s.' 'l'heyof course 
were delighted, and promised to look; but when, a fortnight after­
wards, we inquired on our return for the results of their search, 
we found their newly evoked ardour had cooled before thc suu 
had sct. 

The ncxt day (February 2nd) I left Laboehan by daybreak, 
after having had some difficulty with the natives, who wero nnaCeuS_ 
tomed to coolie work, and complained of the weight. of my boxes. 
They began quarrelling among themselves who should havc the 
lightest, some of thcm saying they had sore fcet-quite a common 
complaint amongst any nativc porters! The road, too, was very 
bad, tbey said, along a muddy path in the forest and across two 
rivers. So I divided the luggage into equal portions, and after 
some trouble and many exclamations of Em);, brat, sekali (Heavy, 
heavy, to be sure), we managed to get the boxes on their backs and 
make a start. 'l'he road lay through bamboo grovcs, with an 
occasional rice-field. The firs~ village we approached was Batu 
Kijau, situated on the river of the same name, which is navigable 
as far as Amoutai. 

After an hour's walk we got into a mountainous district, and 
made our way through a valley, with loft.y mountains rising almost 
perpemlicularly on ' both sides. Orie mountain; the Baloe, was 
almost a perfect cone, sprinkled with trees allover, while round 
the foot the natives cultivated rice-fields; We had to oross the 
river Datu Kijau again, aud a smaller stream called Loman, tho 
water in both of which was at the time fortunately not much above 
the knees. Then the count-ry became covered with forest; tbe 
path was often knee.deep in mud, with a tbiek layer of troublesome 
stones at the bottom. 

, 5 doi!. =: I peully. 
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.At two o'clock we came t.o Mindai, ten miles from Laboehan, a 
"village" consisting of but two miserable huts, between which 
there was not much to choose. I selected the one nearest t he 
ril'er-a bamboo sbed sixt....,en feet long by eight feet wide, and 
only a foot elevated from the ground. It was occupied by a Malay, 
his wife, and a baby. I do not think they were much pleased at 
receiving f01l"t" more guests, oven for the" consideration" of a few 
dollars as rent for the time being. The roof"l'{as not at all water­
proof, so Loraalld the landlord at once set to work to patch the holes 
with the. aid of some pahu-Ieaves. The furniture was equal to the 
architecture of the house- a few mats, half_a.-dozen thick bamboos 
for water, and a couple of earthen pots for cooking purpcses stand­
ing in a small part of the house partitioned off from the rest, 
and known as the kitellen. The hearth consisted of three stoncs 
resting on a heap of ashes. Of articles de luxe the family possessed 
a little basket containing tobacco alid sirih, while on the wall hung 
a very nice two-stringed fiddle . I tried mcre than once to buy 
this instrument, and offered at last a sovereign for it, but !.he 
woman was quite unwilling to part with it. Thc couple were not 
indolent; ~hey had not been loug settled hei-c, but had alrelldy 
cleared a considerablo patch of forest from the hills behind the hut, 
and planted there bananas and cocoa_nuts, and werc now occupied 
in making ladangs (dee-fields.) 

We madc onrselves as comfortable as possible under the circum_ 
stanee~, and next morning I was up early, and went into the forest 
to look for insects and shells. I found a small cyclostoma in great 
abundance- the Pterocyclos J.J()weanus-on the moist earth and 
amongst dead leaves. A little boy who had been watching me quietly 
for some time came np, and showing me a large but dead sholl of .the 
Helb: BroQkei-the largest snail species in Borneo- asked if I 
wanted "isri bCU'i(!sa" (this sort.). I offered him twenty_five 
cents apiece for all that he brought perfect, and with the animal; 
but the little f~llow shook his head, and said they were difficult to 
procure, In my. wanderings I came across a number of huts 
scattered abcut here and there cn the woody hillside, and the natives 
gradnally became accustomed to me, while a uumber of lads came 
and offered to collect on the same terms as I had offered to the , 
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other ; but during the time I stayed hero they only procured fou r 
good live specimens of the Relia: BTookei, proving that this is a:n 
exceedingly rare shell in this part of Borneo, though common, 
I hetlr, in Sarawuk. 'They also brought me a sinistral Helix of a 
dark, reddish-bl"Own colour, which I fOlind to be new, and which 
1 propose to call HdiJ: Jl{illdaicn~ i:; . • 

I lInd expected that coleoptera would have been abundant , 
owing to the fact that the hills had just been cleared for cultivation, 
but was very much disappointed in this respect. Though I had a 
number of active little boys, w110 came every morning amious to 
earn a few coppers, 1 found none. 

Two or three days after my an-ivaI here, my Chinaman and 
Lora eame to warn me that they had discovered that the natives 
meant to rob me. 1,0m. told me he had soon two men from 
Biraijan, who had noUdng whatever to do in this mountain wilder. 
ness except to attempt to steal some luggage from me. He 
explained to me the common way of ent.oring houses and stea~ing. 

First , tho tllief would enter the hnt and sit down quietly~never 

asking permission, 0.£ course, as most natives invite themselvcs~ 

and while talking would take a survey of the room, and see where 
the boxes or chests were placed. At night he wonld crawl under 
the hut , remove a portion of the flooring, and open the boxes from 
the bottom, and thus ·extract the content.s. Lora asked permission 
to shoot any one that came ncur the hut during the night. 
"Certainly," I replied, " shoot as much you like." ' Yhether the 
would_be_thioves were deterred by tit,.. fact of our being well 
armed or not, we fortunately escaped their polite attentions. As 
a safeguard against such depredations by robbers, it is well to 
ehange the position of the chests every evoning, and to place 
them at night on trestles 01· logs of wood, so that when the robber 
has broken through tho tloor he can be at once di~covered . 

In the mount.ains u few miles off live a raco of Dyaks known 
as Orang Bukkit (hillmen )-a mixed race of Dyaks and Malays, but 
with more of tho Malay blood in them. The prominent cheek. 
bones urethe priDcipal fentuN indicating their Dyak descent. 

A few days afwr my arrival here I rooeived a visit from the chief 
of the .Orang Bukkit, 'Tomongoimg by namc, accompaniod by half 
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a dozen of his mon o 'l'hey all wo~·o tho ordinary ~jawat of dark­
blue shir~ing, but the chiof was distinguished from tho rest by a 
short red-und-white-striped flannel jacket. 'l'omongoeng was very 
thin; the cheek bonf's woro especially prominent. and the eyes 
and eheeks deeply sunken; his ears \Vero pierced with small holes, 
in eaeh of wbicn hung a leaden ring the size of a finger-ring; on 
his head, the hair of which was getting grey, he wore a blue llead· 
cloth. I took him to be about fifty years of age. He appeared 
idiotic, looking at me with a vacant expression and a half-look of 
fear, his mouth half-open all the time. He begged me for a cigar, 
which he lighted the wrong end; and after smoking a few whiffs 
he gave it to a younger brother who was with him, and who did 
th(l same, returning the remainder to Tomongeeng, who put the 
stump into his tobacco-box. Tomongoeng had an eye to business, 
for he offered me a couple of fowls for sale, asking one guilder 
each for them. When I told him I did not want them, he calmly 
replaced his fowls uuder his arm, and at ence walked home with 
them. I wanted to go baek with him, or at least to return his call; 
but Lora. told me his brother was very ill, and that he could not 
receive me ; so I was prevented from visiting the chief of the 
Dyaks of the Mindai district in his own home. Rowew:r, · I saw 
numbers o~ his people, and met Tomongoeng llimsclf on two or 
three subsequent occasions. 
. 'fhese people occupy the whele range of mountains ranning in a 
southerly direction, and dividing the Dutch territories from the 
independent States, b.eginning with Passir, Tanah Boemboe, and 
l'agattan; theyaro heathens, und very superstitious and inqUlsI< 
t ive. Like the other Dyaks, they have implicit confidence in theil· 
tambatongs, of which they have a considerable number, mostly 
carved weoden images, very roughly wrought. Tomongoeng 
gave me o'ne, ab?ut feur feet long- a rnde representation of a 
crocodile, made of plain w~od, with the eyes and teet.h efthe monster 
painted black. It was not worth the trouble and expouse of 
transporting, so one day, to the great amusement of my men, 'I 
told my cook to use it for firewood . 'l'omongoeng happened to 
come by just as the flames woro devouring the image, but did not 
say anything. Like all Dyake, they dislike anything in tho shape 

" 2 
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of Government autllOrity. Lora told me they are liable to pay 
poll·tax, but it is often difficult to get anything out of them. 
They are poor and indolent in the extreme, troubling themselves , 
little with the cul~ivation of tneir ladangs (rice-fields), but prefer­
ring to grow djagong (maize), nangka, kladi, katjang, &c. 

One remarkable feature in their domestic economy is that they 
do not go head_hunting; and, to my great astonishment, Lora 
assured me that head-hunting does not even belong to their adat 
(custom) . '1'0 the best of my knowledge, this is the only tribe of 
Dyaks who do not practise head_hunting, 01' who do not include 
the hOITid oustom among their statutes or beliefs. 

I cannot describe the Bukkits as other than an ugly people; ' 
their appearance betokened extremo poverty, and great lack of 
intelligence. The only dress of the men consisted of a tjawat, 
some made of stamped bark, others of cloth; and a head-covering 
composed of a pieee of blaek or blue calico. None that I saw 
were tattooed. Their weapons consisted of a sumpita.n, or blowing­
tube, with a spear at the end; and a knife with a short handle ter­
minating in a r.ound knob, and a long, broad blade, fta.t along tIle 

, cutting edge, but with the back rounded off towards the extremity. 
None of them wore the ordinary mandau. The women always 
carried a basket on their back, containing all their worldly goods 
~a little tobaeco, a flint and steel, l).nd some tinder-anji the 
provisions for t.he day. On Plate 26 I have figured a young Orang 
Bukkit. The women wcre dressed in a blue sarong of homespun 
material, and a sleeveless jacket of black or blue calico. Both 
sexes had small holes in the ears, some wearing earrings, others 
not. The women stuek a bundle of leaves into the hair at 
the back of the head. AU of them, both men and women, were 
very fond of chewiug tobacco as >yell as betel. lIfen, as well as 
women, wore round the arms and neek strings of a kind of 
bead made of a small marine shell (sp. of Nassa), from which 
they cut the whorl away, leaving only the part round the mouth; 
the columellar lip is much expanded in these shells. Lora 
told me that the traders from Passir and Tanah Boemboe get 
these shells from the coast, and exchange them for gold dust and 
wax. I tried to buy a string of .them, or procure some of them in 



A Dyak Spa . 
• 

exchange for other beads, but I could not illlluce the people to 
part with any. Nowhere else in Borueo have I noticed these 
NMsa ornaments, though occasionally in other parts r have ~een 
a He/iJJ BnHJkei worn as an ornament, or used for otllcr purposes 
-as, (or instance, to ferm the tops or lids of the arrow cases. 

r was more 5uooessful in collecting animals and birds than shells; · 
but owing to the humidity of tile climate I was obliged to dry tho 
skins every day, by placing them in the sun, and each morning r 
fonnd t.hem quito moist again; for the skins of the eivet cats, 
skunks, and other animals to which a mass of fat adhered, I was 
obliged to have a fire outside the hut, and erect a small bamboo 
stand on which to dry them. In spite of all my prooautions, and 
the application of turpentine to keep the softer parts, especially 
the feet of skunks and ant-caters, from decayiug, I lost se\'eral good 
skins. 

Not a hundred yards from my hut was a warm spring, the watel" 
from which had a strong sulphurous smell and taste. 'I'he Orang 
Bukkit frequently came down to this spring, they, as well as the 
Malays, having great faith in its healing properties. Ncar it was the 
skeleton of a hut, erected by some pilgrim who had paid a visit to 
this obat p'lace. Thesick savag<ls would come down to the spot, and, 
like their betters in Europe; go throngh a course of "the waters," 
using them both e;>;ternally and internally. Nearly every day 
might be seen either an Orang Bukkit or a Malay carrying away 
the water, in a bottle or one of tbeil' bamboo vessels. 

One day a Malay brought me a scaly ant-eater, for which r paid 
him a rupee. .As I handed him the coin he at once pronouncoo it 
a counterfeit. Lora, to whom I appealed, said the same, adding 
that many false coins, both rupC€s and dollars, were passing 
current just then in Bandjermasin and district. '1'he imitation was 
so pel'fect that J could not det-ect the baseness of the coin without 
the closest e;>;amillation, Lora. said he' knew the man who made 
them, and that he had been commissioned to captur~ him. When 
r sugges~d that hunting coiners ought to pay better than hunting 
animals, h", said the man was not so easy to reach,Jor h", lived 
in the mountains, in the independent parts of Passir or Tan!}l} 
Bocmboe. 
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'1'hia WIIS the only district in those pnrts of Borneo through_ 
which I passed in which I mot with tho Bcaly nnt-cater (Manu 
ja~·alliC(l). It is, 11011'0\'01', very common, not only at Mindai, bllt 
at Biraijan and Barnblli. The Malays thoro Clall it Tangiling. 
Owing to its slothful nnd innctivo habitS it is vory easily caught. 
Tn tho daytime it sloops, foIled up like tbe common English hedge­
hog, in the trees, and is especially fond of selecting those trees on 
tho forked and furrowed brallches of which Ulel'e are plenty of tho 
giant ferns and other parasitic vegetation 110 common in a tropical 
forest. Towards dusk it comes down from its arboreal retreat, and 
gocs to tho ant-s' nests, or, failing them, digs in tho ground for 
wOI'ms. Its powerful claws QrQ admirably adapted for burrowing. 
I opcnod tho stomach 'of two scaly an!;.eaters, but found nothing 
hut ants- ants by thousnnds-in them. Tho eagiest way of killing 
them is to put them in a box and drown thorn. Tho flesh is highly 
esteemed by thc sons of the Celestial Empire. 

Another' animal which I found in great numbers in the Amontai 
district is the salit, or gobang (Mydau8 meli~p6). The natives 
always knew it by tlu3 namo of sa~t. It is a stinking badgcr. 
'L'bo boily is short and rounileil; the head-cspooially tho nose and 
moutll-very mucll resemblcs that of a. pig; tho snout, which is 
of a pinkisll flesh colour, and the whole of the faee Ill! far back as 
the cars, is devoid of hair; buL the body is covcred with a black, 
bristly hair, with a yellowish.whito band running down the back, 
from the top of tho head to tliO end of the tail, tllis band being 
broodost on thc head, and gradually tapering backwards. Tho 
feet, which are very short, nrc also bare, and aro armed with long 
and sharp claws. '1'ho tail is hardly perceptible, not an inch long. 
T he total Icngth of the body is from ono foot to one foot four inches. 
Undor tIle tail are two small glands collt.'l.ining a fluid, which the 
animal discharges when irritated and at othcr timcs. The odour 

• 
cmitted by tllis fluid iii vcry pungent and disagreeable, resembling 
the smcH of Pcruvian g urmo wIlen mixed with muriatic acid. 
Whcn J had two or threc of these crcntul'CS in captivity T would 
caU$e thcm to discharge the secretion by distul'bing them, and 
fOlmd that aftcr scveral sU(l(!cssive cmissions both · tho quantity 
and the pungency or the mntter diminislled. Raising their short 
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tail they would eject a small ql\antity of tho fluid, though thoy 
have tIle power of emitting the smell nIOHe. The odour is I'(.!­

tained long after death. I have noticed it vory strong in animnL~ 
that have beon preserved in spirits for soyoral months. 

These animals arC never seeH in the daytime, when thoy rest in 
burrows in tho ground; and it was only at night-time that the 
Bukkits and :Malays succeeded in capturing me a specimen or two, 
by watching tho llolcs of their retreat, and capturing them as they 
emerged after unsk in search of food. Thoir food consists of 

. , • 

" 

worms and !arvle. 'rhey haye f,'om throe to fOlll' young at a time. 
The snat makes a noise resembling that of a dog just before it 
begins to bar~; and when moving about keeps IIp a snuffling 01' 

low grunting noise, something liko n pig. , 
That the animal only lives in monntains at an elevation of more 

than 7000 feet, as stat.ed in some works on natural history, is 
perfectly eIToneons. In Amontai , Bambai , and Biraijan, whel'o 
si!ats are as common as rats, tIle elevation does not exceed eighty or 
a hundred feet. In Sumatra, again, the higIJest elevatiou atwLich 
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the saa& is met with is not 1000 feet, and at that height it is 
scarce. 

The flying lemur, or kubing (TaleopithecUIJ volans), is said to 
be raro; bu~ probably it escapes the notico of the natives on 
account of tho oolollr of its fur, which closely resembles that of 
t.he bark of the trees it inhabits. I saw one, and one only, during 
my stay a.t Mindai. 

Tiger_cats (Ji'c/Ui planicep8) are exceedingly common at Biraijan, 
and, like the ViverJ'a zibetha and thcPa1'aM;rura musanga, are un­
welcome guests in the village, on account of their poultry-killing 
propensities. But no royal tigers infest the forest wildernessos of 
Borneo, whcro they might, perhaps, prove destructive in killing a 

,few head-hunting Dyaks. A harmless species of leopard is found 
- the Ji'elis macrocelis-the skin of which is prized by the Dyaks 
for making one of their war-eostumes. The Dyaks often go in 
search of it, but it is by no means common anywhere. 

Among other animals whose skins are employed by t110 Dyaks in 
different parts of Borneo may be mentioned the honey-bear (Ursu8 
malayanus), and tI,e rare Articlis binturong. The Malays say they 
are both jakkii dappai (difficult to get); but in Koetei I frequently 
saw their skins used for making tbe Dyak caps and bead-dresses. 

'l'he bintnrong, however, is more seldom met with in Borneo 
than in Sumatra. It holds a place half way between the civet cat 
and the hear. It is nocturnal and arboreal in its habits, feeding 
on fruits and birds-in fad it may be said to bo omnivorous. I 
had a tame bintnrong in Sumatra , which lived principally on rice 
and bananas. When eating, it would take its food between its 
paws liko a hear, sitting upright on its hind lega. 'rho binturo~g 
has a very intelligent face, with pencil ears which help to give it a 
very sharp oxpression. Its body, which is covered with shaggy 
dark fur, is about three feet in length; and the tail, which is pre­
hensile but covered with long fur tnfted at the en·d with white, 
evcn longer. 'rhe feet are armed with sharp claws. 

Tho long-nosed or proboscis monkey (Nasalia larva/us), which is 
hunt€d for the sake of the flesh by the Dyaks. and particularly by 
the Orang Poonan, who not only eat the flesh, hnt roast the thick 
hide and devour it, keeping the skulls as charms, is to be seen 
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here as well as in the interior of Koetei, and also near Bandjermasin, 
at all hours of the day, inhabiting the thick forests on the banks 
of the rivers-never in large troops, hut always in small groups 
from two to four, and selecting the very tops of the highest trees. 
They. are ver.y slow in tbeir movements, and not easily disturbed. 
1 remember on ono occasion the Dyaks near Long 'Wai pointed 
out to me three long-nosed monkeys sitting sunning themselves 
in a very lofty tree, out of shot rango. 'I'he savages ma.do loud 
noises, but the monkeys took no notice, until presently I dis_ 
charged'a sliot at them, when they turned their backs upon us, 
and with two long leaps disappeared amid the thick foliage. 

The Dyaks call this monkoy Bakara, and the Bandjermasin 
Malays Bakanlan. I ne\'er heard it called Kahau Ot· Kalla, the 
name sometimes given to it from its snpposed cries. Indeed I 
have never heard it making any noise, even when shot at. Other 
monkeys arc generally pretty quick.iu letting their voices re_echo 
in the forests, as a warning to their fellow-creatures, when 
wounded or merely startled; but the Bakant-an or Bakara. quietly 
disappears when disturbed, with a few well-chosen leaps of at '. 
least twenty fest from branch to branch. The remarkable feature 
in tllis monkey is tho disproportionately long fleshy nose, which 
g ives it its specific name. 1'his nose is quite sui yrneris. It is 
neither of the Roman nor the Grecian type: neither can it pro­
perly bo called aquilino : and it is certainly the very opposite of 
the familiar" snub ." I t neither- stands out nor tnrns up, but 
hangs down, projecting from one to two inches beyoud the mouth, 
and drooping below the lips. En face it resembles a human 
tongue. 1t is fLlrrowed lengthwise in the middle, and the nostrils 
are large and oval. Tkis large nose is peculiar to the males . 
The females have only a very small nose, quite in proportion to 
the other features . The nose and face are naked, and of a 
reddish yellow eolour. The nose, like lhe eyes and ears, seems 
all the larger from the fact that the head is very small in com­
parison with the sille of the animal; the eyes are of bright 
Vandyke brown colour, but inexpressive, lacking lhe lustre antI 
keenness which is so striking in most species of quadrumana. 
Another facial appendage which adds to the curious appearance 
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of the animal is the beard, below wllich IS a sort of collar round 
the neck .and shoulders, composed of hairs of a whitish yellow, 
or often, in old animals, light grey colour. '1'he hairs round the 
face arc by nature brushed backwards, wllile under the chin 
they grow forward. 'r he fOl"(lhcad is covered witll thick and short 
hairs of the same eolour as the rest of the body; vi?. of a foxy 
or reddish brown colour. The arms and legs and underside of 
the body are of a yellowish gl'cy colour, and the nails and the 
inside of the hands and tho feet arc gr(jyish black. J ust above 
the root of the tail is a triangular pateh of a light ycllowish grey 
colour, the apex of which is towards the tail. The cnudal appen· 
dage, wl)ieh is often nearly as long as the whole length of the 
body, is of nn ash grey eolour and somewhat bushy at the point. 
When resting, tI,e tail always hangs perpendicularly downwards. 
These monkeys feed on wild fruits aud leaves, and attain a large 
size, frequen tly equalling that of the orang ntan. Of all the npes, 
except ing, perlulps, tho oraug utan, the Ni'I$alis larvatu6 is the 
most difficult to keep in captivity. First, there is the difficulty 
of getting them to eat rice; and then, although not naturally 
active in their natil'e home, they seem to pine under imprisonment. 
They avpcar exceedingly melancholy, and I k .ve watched them 
sitting in the same posi~jon for a long timo without making the 
slightest movement, and hardly ever attempting, even when teazed, 
to make any grimaeo or sign of anger. At Buitenzorg, Mr. 
Theismann showed me three, which he had managed to keep 
over two years ; for a long time he had to give them fresh leaves 
from tho forest, hut I",) eventually induced them to feed by 
degrees on rice. While at Bandjermasin, ·my friend, Lieutenant 
Ouwens, who was a great lover of animals, hought a splendid 
full.grown nosEI.monkey, and put plenty of leaves in the cage, 
but the animal would not cat, sitting like a stuffed specimen in 
the British Museum, and died of sulkiness two days' after. 

Of other S(tmilOpitheci, in difiel"(lnt parts of Borneo, I saw 
S . Fon/a/u8, S. rUbiC1!lIdu8 (this is also extremely common in 
Sumatra), S. chrysomelU$, S. prunio$U8 (called by the Koetei 
Malays, Loetong), and S. crista/us (called by the Dyaks in 
Koctei, Bochis). The two last"".named monkeys are specially 

• 
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hunted by the Dyaks on acoount. of tho bcroar stones (galiga) 
found in them. 

I llavo fN'quently seon in captivity, in tIle houses of 1.[alays, 
tho pretty gibbon , or malnnt ns it is callcd by tho nfltivell 
(Jfyloba/M CQnbol<>r), It is easily tamed, and may be seon run_ 
ning free about t.he houlH:s and plantations, never attempting to 
go back to Ule forest, even wilcn captllroo elose by thll spot 
whel'e it is kept. Tho sarno is the case with tho ll. feucUc!u or 
Wa-wa. The natives say they arc afraid of being killed by their 
associates if they retun! to their native homo. I nover, however, 
saw tho g ibbon in its native forest., though I have often heard in the 
forests tllll unmistakablo "wu·wa" of H. leueisc1I8-tiJC well_known 
noiso from which it takes its familiar name; but thc only placo at 
"hiel! I actually saw t.heso animals wild was at. 'Mindai. 

'1'hc Kuhng (lm-it lordigl'Cldu8) is common everywhere. Tim 
Malay boys ofWn keep it in captivity-for amusement, they say, 
though it is II- nocturnal animal, and sleeps all day I The kukang 
is the most difficult animal to kill that I havo ever seen. To get 
life really oxtinct in a kIlkang is a very painful sight to witness. 
llhought it horribly crucl; find after I had scourcd a couple of 
~kins ill Sumatra I rosolved not to buy any more, rOl' that r03son, 
Ono day I wounded ono, nnd knowing its tenacity of life I 
8~\'anglcd the lit tle animal, thon cut. it open and pierced its heart. 
An hour elnpsed before I wanted to skin it, and when I took 
down its body I found it still alive, its lovely ey~8 wide open. 
When, hoping to fi nally dcspatch it, I pierced itll brains with a 
needlo it began to shriek, and stm some minutos clupscd bcforo 
it was actually gone, Insido tho skin is a thick layer of fat. of 
an intolernblll odour. 

The rhinoceros i" found in south .east Borneo, but vory rarely cap­
tured. The Sultan of Koctoi hns a fine horn in his possession, from 
one killed not far from.'l'angflroeng. Wild cattle are very common 
iii. all the mountainous parts of Kootei, and ill the Doesocn dis_ 
trict. The horns arc kept by the Dyaks ill Docsoon and used fol' 
drinking purposes, only on state oceasions. The jungles evel'y­
where swarm with wild pigs; and deer firo plontiful espeoially 
the OertlCI rtt88a, the ftesh of ,"'llioh is llighlyesleeme<l both by 
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Malays and Dyaks. I n the low_lying and open diskicts near 
].[artapocra, the nobles mako quire a sport of hunting this deel', 
which thc Bandjermasin poople call Minjangan djawa-the species 
h,lVing been introduced from Java about two centuries ago. There 
is also a large species of deer, CerVU8 eql.inu8, which is, llOwever, 
much rorer, and only frequents the thick forests. Deer horns, 
are eagerly sought after by Dyaks and Malays, who carve the 
handles of their swords from the lower portion of the horn. The 
kijan(J (Cervus muntjac) is not common. I saw ono above Long 
Wal, and disturbed it drinking on tbe banks of the river. The 
graceful chcvrotains ·are TopresontDd by tho Tmgulus javanuu8, 
which is caught in snares, as the natives are fond of it.a flesh. 

Of reptiles the most common is tI,e Crocodilus bipm·catus, which 
may be seen in all parts of the Mahakkam and the Burito, or 
basking in the sun on tllO muddy banks. Many persons lose 
their lives whilst bathing, and yet tbe Dyaks pay great respect to 

these reptiles, and are very unwilling to let them be killed. 
A smaller species is also found, frequenting the banks and 

smaller strcams ncar the ~ouses , and making considorable havoc 
among the poultry. 

Of soukes I came UCI'OSS but few specimcns, chiefly tho 
poisonous black and yellow water.snake, and the bon-ccnstrictor. 
Tllerc an', I,owever, sevcrul other species in · the island, many of 
them poisonous. '1'he boa-constrictor is much sought after by the 
Dyaks for the sake of its fat, which is used as an ointment. At 
the same time these reptiles are valued by both Dyaks and Malays 
on account of the service they render in destroying the rats which 
infest the riC(l plantations. I may mention that at Pudang I saw 
a large boa, fifteen or sixteen feet in length, kept in tbe warehouse 
of a Dlltch merchant, who never allowed it to be touched or to 
escape, since it performed the -duties of half_a_dozen pats in keeping 
the premises clear of rats and mice. 
. On the 15th Febrnary I left Mindai for Biraijau, taking with 
me a very fair collection of natural history specimens. .After the 
difficul ty I had experienced in getting the ))atj ves to carry my 
luggage here, I readily acceued to. Lcra's proposal that we should 
return by water instead of by luud. Tomongoeng and his men 
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• 
constructed eigbt small bamboo-rafts, for which I paid him eight 
guilders ; and with this miniature flotilla, with two coolies on each 
raIt. to stecr, I bade adieu to the chief of the Orang Bukkit. ''l'hero 
were several small kehams, or rapids, which we "Bhot" wi thout 
difficulty, and i ~1 the afternoon we reached Biraijan. Here I stayed 
a week with Lora, secking to add to my oolleotion, but was not 
fortunate in securing much of valuo. Then I retraced my course . 
to Barabai again, where my friend, Dr. Cohen, hospitably received 
me. 

Barabai had during my absence made an acquisition in the 
advcnt of a fair Danish lady, my friend the doctor's intended 
bride, who had come out to this uncivilized region at the call of 
love, and was now looking as fre'sh and beautiful as a flowering 
rose, her natural charms enhanced by thc unlovely surrounding~ . 

Dr. Cohen, ncedless to .say, was in the happiest mood possible. 
'l'he whole place, indeed, seemed the brighter since the arrival of 
the bride, and it was not wi thout regret that I left Barabai on the 
25th February. 

Hiring a prau to take me back to Bandjermasin, I was soon in 
the centre of a district of morass, vm'y different from the wooded 
anu undulating country in whicll I had so lately been staying . 
.A vast tract of country here-most of the Bandjermasin district 
in fad, but especially tbe country watered by the river Nagara­
is entirely floodcd in the rainy seasons, and numerous streams 
and lakes are formcd, which to some extent disappear in the dry 
season. My men proposed to make a. short cut to the village of 
Nagal'a, by going down one of the many small streams that flow 
into the main river. Only one of them had made the journey 
before, and, after we had wasted four hours in the creeks and 
laguons, he calmly confessed he did not know the ·way : ho had 
forgotten; and no wondor! for it was a perfect net-work of 
waters, crossing' in all directions, and running through an endless 
mass of higb grass. • 

Although it was in the .middle of the day, the air was full of 
mosquitoes, whieh were so great a plague to all of us that we bad 
to keep a smoking fire all day; still they came in such ;:nyriads 
that. it was impossible to dril'e them away. We met several 
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praus, the occupants of which were fishing, chiefly for cray-fish, 
prawns, and shrimps, which were here in millions. Nono of the 
natives seemed to remember the ~ ' short out" across to Nagara­
though thoy knew well the way up to Amontai and Barabai, from 
whence they had come. Many of the n\,tives in these districts 
are wholly engaged in fishing, the produce of their industry being 
one of the great articles of trade. 'I'hey generally fish with nets, 
or a kind of fishing weir or trap made of stakes. This is a 
oommon method. The Dyaks amI Malays also practise Ioeba. 
fishing, which I often heard spoken of, though I never was 
fortunate enough to see the process. Dr. Solomon Miiller desoribes 
it as follows : t_ 

"In the neighbourhood of MoelYara Lampoer, at the moutll of 
the lake· of that namo, we met a prau with two natives in. They 
informed us that they would go to the forests to gnther 'toeba. 
akar,' or toeba roots, for a fishing-party. 1'he roots, bark, leaves, 
and fruit of very different plants of different speoies, lnosUy of 
the leguminosro family, and especially of the species Dahlbryrgia, 
Pongamia, and Uilettia, are used for that purpose in Borneo, 
Java, and Sumatra. The roots and slonder twigs of these plants . 
are stamped upon and bruised with a piece of wood, and th6 
sap or juioe thus obtained is mixed with lime and thrown in the 
w!tter where it is inl:cnded to fish. This serves the same purpose 
as the well· known-though for such a purpose forbidden---cocoulus 
11ldicWJ, and' stuns' the fishes, or makes them giddy, so that they 
come to the surface of the wawr powerless, and can be taken witlt 
the hand. Although afterwards used as food, they do not appear 
to have any ill effect on the health. The Malays eall tbis mffMeba. 
ajer, also menoeba. ikk(l.m. (,l'be first of theso expressions me~ns 
'to poison iho water,' thoreby to catch fish; the second means 
to' stun' or' poison the fish.') In this way a great quantity of 
fish can be got in a few hours. 

"This mode of fishing, however, seems to be seldom practised 
by the natives, who prefer to make inclosures or weirs near oreeks 
and rivers, or to use nets. 

"In former years," adds Dr. Miiller, "when the country was 

, "Jlei",,~ ;~ d.~ inJi",hcn Arddpd." 
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independent, tho Sultan used to farm out the lakes and rivers for 
fishing, espeoially the lakes Danau Paminggir, D. Panggan, and 
D. Talaga, siLuated about 20 13' S. latitude, between the rivers 
Negara and Docsoen. The yearly ront was 1001." 

The fish are mostly dried in the sun, salted, or smoked. 
At last we camo to a broacler stream, and could in the distanoe 

soo the thickly populated village of Nagara.. Presently we came 
to Moeara Bahan. Just before entering thj} main stream very 
boisterous weather set in, the squalls bursting with great violonce 
over the great river Barito, and tho waves dasbing against the 
banks as on the seaSllOr!l. Moro than once we thought our prau 
would capsizc, and I had the greatcst difficulty to persuade my , 
meu to continue our journey and reach Bandjcrmasin that night. 

My stay here this time was short. I was homeward bound, 
and only remained long enough to securely paek my collections. 

On the 3rd of March 1 left Bandjermasin in the mail-steamer 
"Vice·Presidcnt Prins," aud arrived at Soerabaija on the 5th 
March, where I enjoyed tho hospitality of my friend Mr. James 
Wacldell till the lbth, when I loft for Batavia, arriving there on 
tIle 10th. 

On tho 27th I took passage in tho splendid mail·steamer 
"Princess Amalia," commanded by the popular Captain Fabriti1,ls, 
as fine a sailor and gontleman as ever soiled beneath the flag of 
Holland. Thore were many passengers, and still more frie~ds to 
sco thcm off. Among tho crowd there was one whose name I 
cannot refrain from mentioning, who had come spocially to bid 
me farewell from Java's shores-one who, having first crossed tIle 
great island of Borneo from Bandjormasin to Pontnianak, could 
sympathize with a fellow_travcller just returned from a. similar, 
though less arduous, expedition- l mean tho voteran Von Gaffron. 
Notwithstanding his years, he was still full of the youthful ardour 
of a born explorer, and· talked enthusiastically of his advcntures 
among the savages in the heart of Borneo, even- hinting that he 
would still bo propared, if opportunity offered, to go through all 
the hardships of another such a journey again if his adopted 
country should profit by it. Since then my noble friond bas started 
on his last journey. He died at Sindanglaya in October, ]81:;0. 
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Of the voyage home I have as much to say as of the voyage 
out, but, for, the same reason that I refrained from attempting a 
description of the latter, I am silent now about the former. 

It remains fOf, mc but to offor my tribute of thanks to the 
captain and officers of the good ship" Princess Amalia" for their 
courtesy and attention on the homeward trip. Officers and crew 
alike did their utmost to maintain the reputation which tho fine 
fleet of the Ncdcrlands Steamship Company has earned for itself ; 
and, next to tho skill with which tho vessel was handled by captain 
and crew, my fellow -passengers must be especially grateful for 
the manner in which their personal comfort was studied by the 
purser, Mr. JUttc, on whose arduous exertions so much of their 
happiness depended. 

The v oyage home, with its attendant pleasures, was a grateful 
compensation for tho dangors and J\ardships of a tour among the 
Bearl-Hunters of Borneo. 

END or PART I. 

• 
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JOURNEYINGS IN SUMATRA. 

, 

CiiAPTEIt L 

A Dutch oonvict oetllcm~Dt_A .;argo of erilnin,,1s--I'aJang 3.$ a milila,y.tation­
The war in Acl",e,,-Unhonourel! graves_Monkey mOUl,lain_A wlony of 
N ios islanders- )(ore hcnol-hunt.m-l' riends in a far ]""d_ U""" of the huHalo 
_Ajar )Ian\joor ~ A rom.ntic w~t",(all-Signor l3cwa'i- Padaug l'andjang_ 
An oged pensioller-Tanar Data>:-A grotto at Bota- An undergrouIId river'­
.&InoatOO mQnkey._The f"""t befol'(> Ille f33t _Craves of the oM R>jah •. 

0:. the 6th August, 1878, the steamer" Atjeh " left Batavia for 
Padang, "'itL over 700 Dutch troops bound for the seat of war in 
Atjeh, or Achecn, and a unmbel' of convicts- Malays, Chinamen, 
and a fow- Europcans-wllO were being sont from varions 
localities in the Indian Ocean to expiate their orimes in the useful 
work of road-making, harbour_buiMing, forest-clearing, amI other­
wise opening up the Dutch settlements in Sumat.ra. They wcre 
an evil_looking crew. Some of them wore ronnd thefr necks a 
heavy iron collar, tIle presenee of which was not needed to prove 
that they were the creme of the criminals-the murderers, and 
others whose history was even blacker than that of the average 
blackness of theil' asseciates in crime, Such, with a few ordinary 
tra.vellers, were my companions in the three days' trip along tIle 
beautiful, rugged, mountainous coast of Sumatra. 

Padang is tIle most important town on the west coast of Sumatra , 
situated in 0" 57' S. and 100" 20' Eo, at tlhl mouth of tho rivet' of 
the same name. It is regularly built, witll broad street~ lined , 
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with stately chimara-trees, a species of pine, whose needle_like 
foliage gives a melodious humming sound when fanned by the 
slightest breatll of ail'. The houses, mostly of wood or bamboo, 
are hidden beneath the luxuriant vegetation in the gardens sur­
rounding thorn. There is a large gaITison here, and t;he town was 

• 
. the scene of a good doal 'of painftIl excitement during my stay, 

• 
owing to the incessant movements of troops, and the continual 
arrival of sick and wounded sent down from the seat of war. I call­
not say much in praise of thO) bearing of the troops, who had little 
soldicl"liko appearance. Most of them were foreigners, runaways 
from Belgium, F,'ance, and Got'many, tempted by tho high pay 
and the prospeot of something" turning up" in tho Far East. Tho 
pick of the troops wore said to be Swiss. '1'he offic.:l's, on the 
other hand, were all men of eapueity and personal eourage, as 
attested by the number who wore on their breast the coveted 
Wilhelms Order-corresponding to the English Vietoria Cross-for 
valour in the field. 

It is a fact worthy of some notioo that the Dutch have not been 
able to draw upon the vast numbers of natives in their eastern 
possessions for military service, though experience shows that these 
people are not without military capacity. The Malays will nevel' 
veluntarily enlist in the army, though tempted by a small bounty. 
Tho few who Eave joined the ranks have boon induced to do so as 
a dernier ressort, after having gambled away wives, house, clothes, 
and everything they possesscd . Their nature rebels against the 
restrictions of military service. 

'fho large military hospital at Padang contains more than seven 
llUmlrcd 'patients, whose numbers were augmented by arrivals 
brought twice a month by the transport" Graaf Bylandt;" one day 
this vessel had no less than 172 invalids on board. I am surprised 
that the Dutehwal' iu Acheen Jlas J:!ot attraded more notice than 
it seems to have done in Europe. It has cost tbe Dutch Govern­
ment large numbers of men and vast sums of money, her troops 
having to 6ght part of the year against the natives, who olIet· a 
determined resistance in their mountain fastnesses, and against a 
still more l'lltllless enemy in the unhealthy elimate during the rest 
of the year, wheu aetive operations were impossible. 
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Id,liaf()rs jrfJm Nias b«mtls. '59 

The climate of Pu.dang itsolf is considered good; the average 
tempernture is 7ft> Fahr., though in the middle of the day 90· is 
froquentiy rogistered, while at night the thermometer falls to 68'. 
1'ho broer-os from tho mountains on tho Qne hanu, and the sea Oil 

tho other, serye to temper tho heat of the equatorial sun. Along 
tho beach are numorous tiny boats with outriggers, belonging to 
Malay fishermen, who go out daily to fish. Tho ocean here is 
specially rich ill fishes and euttle-fishes; tile latter an.! dried, aud 
sold to tllO Chinese and Klings, who eat them with groat gusto. 

On t.he beach, almost in frout of the Sumatra Hotel, which was 
my headquarters, are throo graves, nameless, said to he those of 
throe Englishmen, who~o mortal remains, "unwept, UnllOnOUred, 
and unsung," are buried hore. 

On the left bank of tho river, elose to its mouth, is the Apen_ 
berg, or Monkey Mountain, or " Bukkit Monjet" of the Malays. 
n is SSO feet high, and affords from its summit a fine panorama. 
of Padang and tho neighbouring coast, with the ooos.n on the one 
hand, aud the mountain~ in the distanoo on tho other. It is called. 
Monkey Mountain becauso it is said to bo inhabited by these ~· 

animals, but I never saw any there. 
Close by is a village inhabited ell:ciusively by more than 4000 

peol)ie from Nias Islands, who were formerly slave-debtors, 
apparently a very induatrious and harmless sot of people. The 
numoo,' of pigs surrounding their dwellings showed at onoo that 
they were not followers of tho prophet of Islam j and, looking intQ 
several of their bamboo cottages, I could see by tho number of 
wooden idols or adjoes-rudoly carved representations of human 
beings-that they woro idolators. I was attracted to ono dwolling 
by hearing musie and singing going on inside, and found half a 
dOl\Cn men perfonning a SOlt of incantation. Against the wall of 
the bamboo hut stQod Bomo bundles of fresh maize leaves, before 
which sat a Nias man holding in his right hand a live fowl, with a 
banana. loaf ronnd its nook. He was apparently the officiating 
priest, amI, undisturbed by me, oontinued his monotonous sing" 
ing. To tho man's right sat a prctty little Nias girl , and next to 
her two Nins men, ono of tllOm playing on a wooden drwn ; and 
behind him sat another, striking a Chinese gong. Ove.' the door 
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hung five wooden idols. All these performers joined in singing a 
slow and solemn hymn_like tune. Gathered round them was a 
group of onlookers, who occasionally entered into conversation 
with each other, some of them speaking Malay. One of the mon 
offered me a glass of arrack, having first filled the vessel and drunk 
the contents, to show that it was not poisoned. , On my ask ing 
what the ceremony was for, they told me that there was a person 
very il l in the village, and tllat they wcre engaged in driving the 
evil spirit away. This custom is, I am told, very common at Nins . 

'fhe god of these people i.~ Loeboelangi. From him comes 
everything that is good; under him are the good spit'its; and 
besides these are a nnmber of "Begoes," or evil spirits, to dl'ive 
which away they offer fowls amI pigs. Pigs are greatly valued 
amongst them. Mr. Kl'aijenhoff, long resident at Nias, informed 
me that a pig has tllC same value as a girl; and it is considered a 
great honour to receive a pig as a present. 

A Nias mao is permitted to have one or more wives, and these 
are always obtained by purcllase. 'Whenever a poor man wants 
to contract a marriage he borrows the money, say from fifty to a 
hundred florins, to buy his wife, and becomcs the slave-debtor for 
the timc being to his creditor. There llsed to be a wholesale export 
traffic in girls, carried on from tIre Rias Islands. They were sold 
for a few dollars each to tllC Achcenese or Chinese; and tho 
Chinese in Padang are still mosf.ly married by purehase to the fair 
damsels from Nias. Evcn now many Europeans who are not 
married secure a good-looking Nias girl as housekeeper. 

The Rias and Dyab are evidently descended from the same 
stock, cven if they did not originally form one raee. Their great 
resemblance ill physique, complexion, and features tonds to show 
this. .again, in their religious customs and general habits they 
have many things in common, such as " head-hunting "-the more 
skulls the men possess the more honoured are they ; the prac­
tioo of inoantations; their belicf in ODe God, and in good and evil 
spirits; the use of wooden idols; their burial ceromonies, and their 
modo of sepulture; their dress and ol:namellts. In all those par, 
ticnlars arc thcy so nearly alike that it is difficult to doubt their 
common orlgm. 
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During my stay in Padang I rocciveu much "aluable assistance 
and information from 1I1r. ,Yo B. Pearson, of the firm of "Me5sr.~. 

Dumm]crand Co., Wl10S0 attention and kindness to a stranger in a 
foreign land were nnremif,ting. By him 1 was introduced to the 
Governor, who "advised me to go to :Mount Sago, as the most favour­
able locality for collecting natural history specimcns. .Mr. Pcarson 
also helped me to engage a young Chinaman , 'l'jia Tjou Rie by 
name, who could speak Dutch. 'l'his was a great advantage, for, 
coming fresh f,"Om Europe, and having never before travelled in 
the East, I was wholly ignorant of the Malay language, which it is 
essential to learn. Tjia Tjoll Eie agreed to follow me wllCrever I 
went for twenty-five florins per month; he proved himself very 
useful, soon learning to skin birds, and was always polite and 
attentive. 

:My next business was to get all my luggage transported. All 
heavy traffic with the interior is carried on by mcans of buffaloes­
or " karbaus," as the :Ualays call this most useful domestic animal­
harnessed to a cart of peculiar construction called a pedatti, not 
unlike, as a friend of mine suggested, a Noah's ark. The karbau 
is of the utmost service to the "Malays, and he knows it too. Without 
his assistance the produce of the country could not be so easily 
brought to the coast, especially during the wet season. He 
ploughs the ground for tho rice crops, grazing on the fields after 
the harvest has been gathered. He is, in fad, the cart-horse of 
the country. A well-trained karbau is worth from 120 to 150 
florius, tho best kind coming from Korinthji. Tho natives will 
never sell a cow, disposing only of the oxen, in order to keep th~ 
breed to themselves. Led by a nose-band, i . e. a rein attached to 
a ring passed through the nostrils, the animals are easily driven, 
and patient und.er subjection. The yoke is mado of solid wood, 
so clumsily contri"ed that ninety per ccnt. of the creatures suffer 

, from tembl., sores on " tho neok, with the tlesl1 more or less laid 
open- a source of intense suffering, which migllt eallily be remediCll 
by tho use of better made harness. Occasionally a Malay gets 
fined when ho drives a karbau whoso nook is more than usually 
full of sores; but there is a large field her~ for lhe Sooiety for 
the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals. " 
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'rbe yoke or collar is PII1'(' and parcel of the cart, being a pcr­
manent fix ture to tllO shafts. Wben the :Malay takes his buffalo 
to Ule pedatti. the animal steps over the shafts, without needing a. 
word of direction, lifts them from the ground with onc of its horns, 
gets its head in position, meekly and submissively pauM sub jugo, 
nnd does his <lllty witllout the need of II whip, siawiy but surely. 
Only ono buffalo is harnessed to a cart, not a number, as is tho 
elise with Soutb Afric:m (lx-\'r8ggons. 'l'hc work is mostly done 
done at night 61' early in the morning, the drivers letting tlloir 
Imimals rest-as thoy rest thcmseivc.,-during tho hot hours of 
the day. All along tho main roads nrc numbers of lapp0fJ8, or 
native iuns, where grass enn be bought for the beasts, and the 
drivers can get their meals of rico, with a little driGd fish and a. 
,'nriety of fruit, for a few coppers. 

One of these buffalo carts I engaged on the 14th Allgnst to take 
my luggage to Fort Von der Capelle, or Tanar Datar as the Malays 
call it, meaning Flat Land. The distance is seventy-two palon, or 
nearly eigMy English milca. I left tho following dny at ten a.m. 
with Tjou Bie, in a dog-cart harnes~ed to two spirited ponies, 
whose pace reminded me of (hiving in Finland-always galloping. 
The road, II- splendid specimen of mountain engineering, Jay along 
the right bank of the Batang Aneh, which tortuously pursues its 
way, rushing along its rocky bed with a perpetual seething and 
roaring sound, to the sea. IVe changed horses every five or sbc 
miles, and arrived about 8(lven in the evening at Ajer Mantjoer, 
one of the wildest and most romant ic passes in the highlands of 
Sumatra. "Ajer Mantjoer" means waterfall; and here is one 
some sixty feet high, w}ICre a tributary stream, tho volume of 
which varies according to the season, takes a perpendicular leap 
down a trachyte rock into tho Bat.ang Aneh. 

Signor Deccari, tho well-known I talian traveller, was col­
lecting hero, and, as my buffalo cart had not arrived, I stayed with 
him three days. The little llUt he occupied Wail orammod with 
botanical and other specimens, but I just found room to hang up 
my hammock. ·rn fl-ont of the window or opening Bcccari had 
cons~ructcd a 8Or~ of reser .... ed stand, in ordor to prevent the 
ohildren from coming too ncar or intruding. Hero the children, 
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who proved themselves useful in collecting specimens, were per­
mitted to stand and watch. Although thcir visits impelled by 
curiosity were not always convenient, thc childrcn would come at 
all hours of the day with beetles, butterflies, snakes, shells, frogs, 
and other specimens, sometimes bringing rare objects, for which 
tbey received an extra gratuity, Signor Beccari had been very 
successful on thc whole, owing in grcat mensure to the richness 
of the locality, and to the efforts of his renowned hunter, Sinen, 
whom I was fortunate enongh to engage -after Beccari Icft 
Sumatra. In twelve days hc had collected 112 specimens, in 
addition to a large numbcr of dried plants; wllile at the foot of 
Mount Sin galang, an honr's drive further north, where a stream of 
the same name falls into the Aneh, he had collected in forty days 
210 bird_skins of 125 diffcrent species. At Ajar ~fantjoer I en­
gaged It huntcr named Kajuhan, brother to Sinen, and on the 
arrival of my cart; on the 18th, I len for Padang Pandjang. The 
road, making great curves, still creeps up the sides of the moun_ 
tains, Wllich are covered to the top with "irgin forest; and after 
two hours' sharp drive we emerged on to a large platcau at an 
elevation of 2570 feet aboye the sea, on which the important town 
of Padang Pandjang is situated. The whole plateau is a vast 
expanse of cultivated rice-fields. It is open only on the north_ 
east, the volcanic cone of Merapi, which cccasionally discharges 
smoke, rising in the north,'the extinct volcano of Singalang rear­
ing its stately head towards thc west, and the Ambatjang closing 
the view to the south. 

The climate, owing to the elevation, is very agreeable, and one 
, can har,lly fancy the place is in the tropics. The thermometer 
during the middle of tho day rarely riscs above 70°, and at night I 
have morc than once suffered from cold. The country is very thickly 
populated; and twice a week, on market-clays, the" pussaI''' or 
market-place of the town; is crowded with thousands of natiYes, 
bringing all the products of the country, except coffee, the trade 
in which IS the Government monopoly, and offering for sale their 
beautiful native-made cloths interwoven with gold and satin, and 
delicate gold and silver fi.]agreo work. 

A notable example of the healthiness cf the place i~ Capt-nin 



Schultze, au old pensioned Dutch officer, who no,v kCflps the hotel 
here. He CRme to Sumatra in 1825, the year I believe in which the 
island was handed over by the English to the Dutc1l, and is the 
type of good health, carrying his eigllty_one summers like a youth. 

11y next stage was to 'l'l\nar Datar, where, my cart still lingering 
behind me on tllO way, I stayed for a week with the Assistant 
lwsident, Mr. Van Hengst. Here again the country is devoid 
of fOr('llt, tllll land being laid out in terraces, for convenience of 
il'rigation, and devoted to r ice-fields and co(foo_plantations, while 
here snd tllCre the eye is srrested by a rice-mill standing out above 
tho 101'01 of the cultivatod IlI·elt. 'l'hc coffee grown here is of 
superior qualit,y to t\mt produced in Java. '1'),0 trade in the 
produce being a Government monopoly, each native planter is 
bound to deliver up \lis crop to tIle Government stores or 
wnrehouses, which arc cstablished in noorly all places, and to 
sell it to the Government at a fixed ratc of fourt<'Cn guilders 
per picol for the first quality, and seYen guilders for tIle second 
qUlllity. All coffee is eventually sent to Plldllng, where it is 
offered fOI' sale at publie a11Ction. The price II~ the time I wall 
in Sumatra, in 1878-7{l, .. was from sixty to sixty-two florin s 
per picol. At Tanar Dataf is II small fort, with a gllrrison of 
fifty men, under the command of II I!Cnior lientellnnt. Some 
fi fty years ago the Dutcli hlld some sevcre fighting with tIle 
nativQS in this neighbourhood . While I was stllying with :Mr. 
Van Hengst, Mr. Twiss, tlle Controllenr from DoolI, came to Tanar 
Datllr; lind, as it was in hi" distriet I wanted to begin working, 1 
took the. opportunity of going with him to Boon, where he kindly 
offered me hospitality till 1 hlld engaged men and got ready to 
r(lmove to the grand mountnin of Sago, 6025 loot high. which rose 
in front of Ilia houl!C, appllrcntly quite close, but really distant 
some fifty miles. From daylight till eight o'clock el'ery day the 
view of the mountain was obscured by a dense fog, i"hich gradually 
cleared, to be followed, howel'er, by heavy rains, frequently falling 
ill torrents. The thermometer showed from 78" to 800 Fahr. in 
the middle of thc day. 

Still wlliting for the laggllrd pedatti, and hllving engaged a 
"Millay cook and a second hunter-Sikundo by name, and with 



· A Grotto 1Iear Boca. 

a local reputation liS It good shot-to accompany me to my future 
quarters on Mount Sago, I had IcisUI'C to sec some ofthc sighhof 
thc district. Mr. Twiss told me of a grotto or" Ngalau," about 
~\\"o miles off, which he said was wOlih visiting, and hc kindly 
supplicd mc" with a guidc, and twclvc coolies with torches, to accom­
pany me in the subterranean chambers. The way to the grotto 
lay through II most picturesque mountain pass. At some places 
the rugged cliffs overhung thc path, which was strewn with 
cnormous boulders, rendcring tho wnlking difficul t , if not 
dangcn;ins, At last, after stumbling along tho rugged path 
with no worse results than a few bruised shins, we reached 
the mouth of the grotto, through which flows a strenm cnlled 
Ajcr Pangean, connecting the Lima Kaum with Boca. 'Wading 
through the cold water, on a pebbly bottom, we reached the 
first chamber of the grotto, a large and lofty cavern, from 
whose roof depended long stalactites, which, when lighted up 
by tho torches held by the ccolies stationed at different point.., 
of the great natural vault, glistencd and gleamed with a fairy_ , 
like splendour, which was .heightened rnther than dimmed as 
the smoke from the torches floated upwards and played round 
the pendent clusters, or became ·lost in the deepe1' recesses of 
the roof. The effect of the lights ~Bected on thc rippling sur­
face of the water as the stream flowed rapidly over its sllallow 
bed, reproducing in broken outlines tIle irregular formation of the 
ceiliug overhead, and tho partial veil of smoke floating like dark 
clouds from point to point, added to the glamour of the scene. 

As we advanced further our lights and voices startled vast num_ 
bers of birds, whose cries and the flapping of whose wings we 
could hear in the darkuess overhead, though we could not soe 
them, Prese!"'tly one of the meu crawled up a crevice and brought 
down a nest, with the. parent bil'd inside, lt proved to be a species 
of swallow (cypselu-'1), the structure of the ncst being similar to that 
of the common European sll'al low. 

The current of water seemed to get stronger ~he further we 
advanced, and aftel' proceeding about a Imndred yards I thought 
it well to return. It was, perhaps, fortunate we did so, for ou our 
way back we met an unpleasant evidence that the exploration of the 
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cavcm is not unattended with danger. On a. stone at the edge of 
the stream lay a large black-and-yellow wat.cr-snake, II poisonous 
brute, whoso room was preferable to its company. One of the 
coolies rather incautiously struck it wit.h a stone, partially dis. 
nbling though not killing it. I offered fifty ~nts. to whoever 
would catch it, but they all hesitated to go near it j so I in_ 
creased my bid to a rupee, when several of them made an effort 
to S(lCUlXl it wi tll II noose run in II bit of cord, and after some 
difficulty succccdod in making it captivc, 'r he grotto was swarm­
ing with crickets and grasshoppers-good food for the swallows! 

One day when driving to market to buy rice and other neces­
saries for my stay at Mount Sago, I met on the road II Malay with 
a large monkey, sccured by a cord morc than fifty feet long. I 
had thought that monkeys led in this fashion were a apecialiU of 
itinerant barrel-organ grinders in London, who, to make up for 
the defects of a more than llsually ducropi~ and tuneless instru_ 
ment, are in the habit of attracting attontion and ensuring the 
populal'ity of the erowd by let ting a smalillalf_starved monkoy, 
wi th II; cord fMtened round its loins, cnjoy as much liberty as ean 
bo obtained· wi thin a radius of three or four yards, and thon 
oxciting a semblance of activity in tbe wretched creature by tug­
ging violenUy at ib tother. 

Here, h::.wcvcr, was no bsrrel-organ, and monkeys wore protty 
common objects o,·erywhere. On my inquiring whether the mon­
key was t rained to " perform," and promising II; few centa for tho 
entertainment, tho man spoke a few words in Malay to the animal, 
whiell immediately began to elimb a tall cocoa_nut palm close by, 
whieh I roughly estimated to be from for~y to fifty feet high. 
·When about one·tllird tho dist-aneo up tllo t ree he stopped, and 
looked down at hi s master, who as a signal pullcd thc ropo, when 
again mastor J aeko nimbly climbed a fow feet higher, again stop­
ping to rest and indulge in pla.yful tricks. At last lie reached the 
crown of the tree, felt at sevoral nuts, one alber the other, till he 
came to a r ipe one, which he pulled off and threw do~n to tho 
ground. Still carefully Wsting the Inlit, he pulled several r ipe 
ones, tossing lilem down in a quiet business-like manner, till a nod 
from his m~st61' told him he had enough, when hG quietJyeame down . 



Preparing lor the Greal Fast . 7', 
1 was told the )\[alay went from village to village, and made his 

living by employing ~he monkey's cleverness to ooUect the 00008-

nuts in the plantations as It regular business. Ho wanted twelve 
florin s for his pet , flo lew price for so clever an animal. I after­
wards found that monkeys so trained were not at all uncommon. . 

During my stay at Boca. the Pocasa, or fasting.time of tile 
llatlves-oorresponding to the Turkish Ra!lladlLn, or month of 
abstincnoo-C<?mmenced (29th August). Mr. Twiss told me that 
tho period of fasting would be preceded by a g~t feast;, for which 
great numbers of buffalees weuld be killed; and on the 26th, in 
company with It guide and 1.~ou Die, I went to the nearest village 
t.o witncss the preparations. By the roadside, under the shadow 
of a venerable varingin or banyan.tree, were gathered toget-her a.bout 
100 natives, while five buffaloes stood tied to tho tree awaiting 
their doom. Among tbe group were many children, gaily dressed, 
and richly laden with silver bangles on arms and Icgs, and some 
with necklaces of coml, to which aU Malays are partial. Before 
the tree lay a mass of large lel\ves called daun anau, on which the 
mCat W(lS presently to be loid. The animals wero not slaughtered 
witheut difficulty. The modus operandi was to pass a noose round 
the right foro leg and left hind leg, and then to secure all the 
feet, after which i~ was easy to throw the animal on it!! back­
loud yells and shouts, especially from the children, accompanying 
~he operation, and frightening and exciting the poor beast not a 
littlo. A board was tben placed between the karbau's legs, fivo 
men standing on it to prevent"the animal from attempting to rise; 
and its head was finally fnst.cned to a long polo, hy means of 
which, amid kicks and struggles, and othcr natural manifestations 
of impatience, tbe beast's neck was stretched to its full length, 
so that tho bute.her's knife might be the more skilfully appl ied, and 
then-the end. 

• 
Not far from Boca are the graves of the old Ra.jahs of Boea. 

l'l1ore is nothing partieull\rly nowworthy in tHem, except that they 
afe s!wl"ed, together with tho dead trunk of a tree which stands Oil 

ono of thcm . 'fheMalays are rather fanatica! here. No olle goes 
ncar the graves, as they are considered place8 of evil omen, and 
ill·luck would bofall anyone who approached tho spot. 
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CHAPTER II. 

On "Mount &go- A new shell- Cro,.ing tho AmbUing_ W",hing for gold-Gold 
aud l!<J.ualor-A colony of kt.._UarkeWay.l Si'ljoendj<>eng- Dr<)SS of the 
natives_Tho matrimonial marlwt-A Hadji_Pel'5Ona.l cbal'l'lcl<lri.ti", of the 
:1>hlays_ A mod el nativo "ollicer of jusU", "_The Malay cl,arnoter-De8md.d 
state of lhe womon-Euro!""'u infiuence. 

ON August 30th I left Boea, for my destination at Ladanglawas, 
on Mount S~go. 

To judge by the length of the name, this should be a place of 
some importance. It eousists, however, of a solitary hut in the 
forest, on llie south.eastern slope of the mountain, at an altitnde 
of 2135 feet . For the last mile or two the road was rather steep, 
and the coolies complained that their burdens-some forty or fifty 
pounds each-were rather heavy, especially as it was fast-time! 

The solitary llUt, which was erected for too convenience of 
officials who occasionally come here to inspect the coffee planta.­
tions, contained one sitting-room, with a vcrandah in front, and a 
small bcd.room by the side, with plenty of space for skinning 
animals and storing provi~ions, collections, &c.· 'rho roof was 
anything but waterproof, but I got a couple of coolies to 
repair tOe damage with some palm.lcaves, and so effectually 
kept out the continual pouring rains, which, with consequent 
fogs, were a great hindrance to me in my search for natllral 
history specimens. 

Every day we went into the forest, Kajuhan and Sikundo to shoot 
biros, while I looked -for insects and shells. I found several species 
of heli~one a large and fine specimen , which I took to be new, 
unless, indeed, Boccar; had already found it elsewhero '-and in the 

, Thi •• hell I h~ye si"ee """"rtai(]ed \Q be ncwly_dillCOvered. II is dM(:ribed in 
Ih. App"nd ix. • 
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biros, while I looked -for insects and shells. I found several species 
of heli~one a large and fine specimen , which I took to be new, 
unless, indeed, Boccar; had already found it elsewhero '-and in the 

, Thi •• hell I h~ye si"ee """"rtai(]ed \Q be ncwly_dillCOvered. II is dM(:ribed in 
Ih. App"nd ix. • 
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ponds and streams were plent.y of m.el(l.ni(~ and ampulla.ria.. '1'he 
forest was also full of small leeches, which made their presence 
felt ill a very unwelcome manner, fastening themselves to tho feet 
and legs S(l.1>$ c6remonie. But bird.~ were scarce, or, at least, owing 
to tho ince~sant fogs and rains, difficult to get; and altogethm' 
my stay here was not crowned with success. Added 1.0 this, my 
men complaincd bitterly of tllC cold at night; and, as none of them 
were provided with bbnkets, they begged of. me to go down into 
the ' valley, where "birds could be got in thousands." So T detel'­
mined to remoye to Sidjoendjoeng, which was represented to be a 
fayourable locality, and ordered eighteen coolies for the 9th of 
September to take my luggage back to Boca, there j.0 be trans­
ferred to a buffalo cart; whilo on the morning of that day I 
startL.J. to march direct to Sidjoendjoeng, a distance of over fifty 
English miles. 

For the greater part of the way the road was excellent ; and as 
we were without impedimenta we got over the ground quickly. 
Towards evening on the first day we came across six or eight wild 
boars, feeding in the low bush by the wayside. 'l'hese animals 
generally make their appearance at dusk. On the afternoon of 
tho second day we came to the River Ambiling, a tributary of the 
Quantum, which finds its way to tho sea on the east coast. 'IYo 
crossed tllis river by means of a fen'y, consisting of two long 
canoes, across which boards were laid. On ·the left side of this 
stream is tho village of Tandjoeng Ampalo, whose inhabitants some­
times find gold in the bed of the stream. 

In tho Soopajaug and Tanar Datal" district-s gold is also found 
in the river beds, but the "washing" for the preoious metal is 
not carried on to allY great extent. 'l'he methods adopted are 
primitive, and there is no doubt that if European appliances ann 
skill were introduced the yield of alhn-ial gold would be I'e,.y much 
greater than it is. • 

Korintbji, a small independent state in the interior, is the prin_ 
cipal gold-prodncing district of Sumatra. The natives hate the 
wllites, and have so far maintained their independence. In appeal '_ 
anee they are a miserable, poverty-stricken people- at least such of 
them as I have seen, and I huve seen llUlldrcds of thclll going to 
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and fl'om l'adang, half starved and clad in rags, but with per­
haps thousands of guilders' worth of gold.dust conooaled on their 
persous. This they sell at Padang, at the price of from sixty to 
seventy guilders a thail (one thai! equals 39'225 grammes). 

The fact that the lIIalays are fond of gold ornaments, and many 
of them are excellent goldsmiths, shows that the metal is plentiful 
in the island. Not only is it manufactured into buttons, earrings, 
bangles, and other ornaments, but fine wire is often woven into 
the clotlls of which tlle slendangs and sarongs aro made. 

On arriving at the village of 'l'andjoeng Ampalo, I observed two 
large trees, called koebang, entirely dead and devoid of leaves, 
but covered with many hundreds of large bats (Pteropus edulis). 
I discharged my gun into the midst of the colony, when two fell 
down dead, and the rest, suddenly awakened from their day­
dreams, took to flight amid loud screams and Ole Happing and 
fiuttering of several hundred pairs of wings, which could be heard 
for some distance. During the daytime these bats hang head 
downwards .from the trees, keeping a firm grip of the branches 
witII their iillr .... p claws, and wrapping their long wings round the 
body like a cloak. They have beautiful brown eyes, with a really 
intelligent look, and sharp teeth, with which they can inflict a bito 
that is not easily forgotten. I had one of these creatures-a 
young one-captive for some time, and ' succeeded in making it 
quite tame. 

At nine a.m., on the 11th September, Silljoendjoeng was 
reached, and weary and footsore, the soles of my boots utterly 
gone, I was thankful to receive the kind assistance of the Con_ 
trolleur, Mr. Maarseveen, who gave me permission to use an empty 
llOuse belonging to· the village-a sort of public property-con· 
taining one good room with a verandah, and tllree smaller apart­
ments. 

In front of tllis house were two long covered ,?pen buildings­
simple structureS, consisting merely of rows of brick pillars sup­
porting a thick thatched roof, surrounded by groups of smaller 
covered sheds, mostly with an elovated floor. 'l'his was the 
market· place, wllCre evory Thursday the Malays and a few Klings 
gathered together to sell tlleir ~roJuee alld articles of commerce. 
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"Passar," or market_day, was quite the event of the week here. 
In company with my Chinese scrvan~ I used to attend the market 
regularly, and buy tbe week's provisions. 

Hiee, the staple food, was to be bought in abundance at frem 
six to eight rupees a picol. Some stills in the market wero 
piled up with heaps of bananas and durians, and other tropical . 
fruits in great variety; while at others were displayed cakes made 
of rice Hour, bananas fried in cocoa-nut eil, and other confec~ions. 
·Women, old and young, offered for sale saited eggs and fowls­
the latter not particularly fresh-at from fivepencc to sixpence 
a-ple~. Many of the younger girls struck me as bc'ing excessively 
bashful. IVhether their modesty was occasioned by the presence 
of a stranger or not, I will not venture to say. 

'I'he mest attractive stalls were those devoted to the display of 
flowers-the beautIful boonga kananga (uvaria), and boenga 
meJur, a sort of jasmine of delightful fragrance, being especially 
abundant, their sweet perfume pervading the whole atmosphere in 
the immediate neighbourhood. Different kinds of oils and scent 
were in great demand, especially the grease from the tangalong, 
or civet cat (viv1:Tra rdbetha). Many people in the district keep 
these animals, and make quite a profitable trade by extracting the 
perfumed secretion ft'om the double sac under the tail, and selling 
it either pure or mixed. In the former state, an atom the size 
of a pin's head is sold for t ,Yopence, or a minute quantity, mixed 
with cocoa_nut oil in a piece of bamboo some four inches long, 
may be had for the same price. 

Leaving these sweet-smelling stalls, one comes upon a series 
whose odour is quite the reverse, where hea}ls of stinking dt·jed 
fish are displayed; and beyond these, again, others where minia 
tuna (literally" ?arth oil "), or petroleum, with a hardly less ulI _ 

pleasant smell, is offered for ~ale. The use of this milleral oil is 
rapidly superseding the.smokc-producing damur or resin torches. 

Some of the well-to-do merchants make a large display of 
Manchester goqds, Boegis cloths, and J avanese sarongs, for which 
there is a large demand. 

In the grassy plain surrounding what may be called the perma_ 
nent market-buildings are grouped hundreds of Malays, selling 
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lashes are often dyed, 01' l'atl103l" painted, to increase tho feminine 
charms. Gold pins 01" scented flowers aro never wanting in tho 
hair. Round thc neck are strings of glass beads or coral, and 
in the ears arc circular gold earrings, or rather plates of immense 
dimensions; a~d, on the arms, a profusion ofbracolcts. 

Rice_powder is lavishly employed by many of the women-not 
with the object of "preserving the complexion" or reducing tho 
coleur, but to prevent perspiration by closing the porcs of the 
skin. 

'l'hese elegantly dressed ladies are by IlO mcans merdy house­
wives marketing, or pleasure seekers idling away the time. 
'fhere is an immense deal of rivalry between the women, which 
Hley make no attempt to conceal, and many are the heartburn_ 
ings and jealousies awakeued on Passar day among the" fair 
sex" in Sidjoendjoong. It is no secret .that, among the many 
"bargains" made at the weekly fair, not the least important 
are those madc in the matrimonial market. :Many a heart is lost, 
many a wife is won, amid thc turmoil of tho more commonplaoe 
business of the day. 

~'he men present a striking contrast to the women. Perhaps 
I am a prejudiced observer, but it certainly seemed to me that 
they aro mostly stupid-looking, plain, and uninteresting, especially 
when the head is clean shaved, utterly dovoid of every particle 
of hair, the bare skull being only partiany concealed by the della 
or turban. .A different mode of folding the detta, or toedoeng, 
seems to prevail in each county or district Many men wear 
conical brimless hats, woven of vegetablo fibres. 'l'heir otlJer 
clothing consists of a Sllort sarong round tllC waist; a 1o0so 
badjoe or jacket of white, black, or blue calico, mostly without 
buttons, but em!:>roidered or inlaid at the sides or on the sleeves 
with silver or gold pa~terns; and a vcry wide pair of trousers, 
sometimes of the same material as the jacket, but more often of 
many-coloured prints. Stuck in bis sarong, . or in a belt, every 
Malay carries a his or knifo, to the ornamentation of which more 
attention seems to be devoted than to any other part of the male 
outfit, those belonging to the chiefs especially being of beau­
tiful workmanship, the handle of carved ivory, embossed sHver, , 
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or even of gold, and with embossed gold sheaths. The blades, 
I ma.y add, arc gonerally poisoned. 

An classes go barefooted, though occasionally some of the richcr 
people may bc sccn wcaring sandals, and eycn bright patent-leatber 
drcss shoes, though I ncver yct saw a uativc who walked at his 
easo in tho last-named products of civili1.ation. 

Here and there in the crowd may be seen a. hadji, easily re­
cognizable by his white muslin turban. He wears occasionally a 
waistcoat wi th an endless number of buttons; and when he goes 
to his devotions in thc mosque he puts on 1\ looso robo of black 
cloth, or striped silk or satin, and carries a string of beads iu his 
lland-a SOUl'enil· de .ilfecca. No matter where a hadji is-in the 
mosque, in his pril'ate dwelling-house, in the forest, on the road, 
on board ship-he never forgets the duties of pmyer to .Allah 
five times a day. Hf< stands, lifts up IllS hands, kneels aUlI 
kisses the ground, with mingled resignation and pride, and 
with a. sonso of duty whicll commands admiration. It is true 
he mnrmurs the prayers in quick succession, bnt he is nevel· 
aslJamed to pedol"ln epenly thosc dutics which his religious belief 
imposes upon him. 

In personal appearance tho Mala.ys are, as I have said, as a 
rule anything but prcpossessing. 'J.'he faeial characteristics are­
very prominent check bones; eye.~ slightly oblique, in COIOIl!· 

varying from dark_brown to black; forehead somewhat rounded 
hut fairly good. 'J.'he tceth arc as black as ehony from tho habit 
of betel chewing, and many men add to the repulsi\'eness of their 
appearance by having the tecth filed almost level with the gums. 
I have lleard fl"Om Dute!, oflicials that in some parts of Sllmatra 
tlle teeth are filed to a point liko sltarks' teeth, but I never saw 
any thus disfigured. In complexion they are darkel' than tllC 
Javanese, tho colour being a yellowish brown, with an olive tint, 
and coming under Nos. 30, 36, and 37, of Professor Broca's 
colour-types in "Anthropological Notcs and Queries," whereas 
those of tho Javanese lYould fall under Nos. 44 and 45. 

'l'he · face is mostly dovoid of beard. Not that Nature has 
entirely deprived t.hem of that facial ornament, though beard, 
whiskers, and moustache, are naturally scanty; bnt from early 
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manhood till old age it is the custom for the men to extract any 
hair that may from tillle to time appent· on their faces, usiug for 
the purpose a pair of piucers, called s(J;ppi, without which no 
Malay is ever s~en. 

Their character coincides with tIle sly and suspicious expres­
sion of their faces. They are very reserved, hardly ever express­
ing surprise at anything j very slolY, and apparently carehl in 
answering a question, though ali of them are addicted to falsehood, 
and fond of exaggerating. They are eXtt'emely indolent, espe_ 
cially the men j the women being regular beasts of burden, and 
performing all the menial, and often very heavy, work. I have 
continually met a file of women carrying loads of ricc or colfee 
on thei r heads, whil(l the men would follow, la~ily lounging along, 
widl a long stick in their hands, like sllepherds driving a floek of 
sheep. Theyare not naturally quarrelsome ; but if they have a 
grudge against any oue they will nurse their malice a long timc, 
and are sure to revenge themselves for an offence, even if years 
elapse beforo an opportuuity offers for retaliation. 

1J.. Malay's passion for gambling and cock_fighting is almost 
proverbial; and although in the Dureh settlement.s both these 
modes of recreation ~e forbidden they are by no meaus abolished. 
1f a party of Malays cannot indulge in these amusements at home, 
~lley will go to the belWh or the country roadside; if they are 
disturbed, then they will betake themselves to the forest. 'J'he 
Kapala kampong (head of the village) or tho Jacka (native officer 
of justice) has to look after the morals of the people in this and 
other Nlspeets, and seo that the rules laid down by the Govern­
ment-or " Kompanie," as the Malays call it-are duly enforced. 

'rhe Jacksa at Moeam Laboe afforded a fille example of how 
scrupulously the.'le duties are performed . 'l'hat worthy officer was 
~ pious Mohammedan, \'egular in his attendance at the mosque, 
repeating verses from the Koran at every turn, and appa.rentlyan 
ell:celient servant of the state. But the Jaw agaiust gambling was 
the stumbling-block in his path of duty. He officially gave notice 
that the forbidden amusement was to be suppressed; the people, 
uo more to be purged of their passion than they were to be washed 
white, approached him with bribes. 'The J acksa, howevel', was 

" 
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above such temptations ; but, while he refused the filthy luct'e 
himself, he saw no objection to his wife eking out her pin_money 
by receiving the bribes. She oould not jeopardise bel' future 
peace by sllch a praotice, since women !1,re not, according to the 
Koran, entitl~d to, a seat in Paradise. So tIle official prohibition 
of gambling was made to harmonize with its public recognition in 
Mocarn wboe as elsewhe,'c in the country. 

Still the influence which European customs arc having on the 
national character of the peoplo is very great. Where Dutch 
officials arc permanently stationed there is a vast improvement in 
the general tone of the people. At Padang Pandjang, Fort de Kock, 
and otlter places where several European families, besides gar­
risons and officials, are locatcd, the gDneral tone of the people is 
far superior to that pl'evai]ing in ~he districts left more e:><clusively 
to native rule, '1'110 :Malays, fol' iustance, have little or no innate 
politeness, Theil' treatment of tho "WOmOn is a proof of this . I 
have seen a man go into h:is houso, wbere bis wifo was lying asleep 
on the bed, rudely wake her, and order her to lie on the floor, 
while he made himself comfortable on the cushions, But in the 
larger towns, where Europeau e:mmple has long been el'el'ting a 
silent inftuenoo over the natives, their innate boorishness is gradu_ 
ally giving place to a little outward polish, 

Al~hough the :Malay is seldom a strict follower of the Prophet, 
Mohammedanism has much to answer for in respect to the 
inferiority of women. '£heir soclusion prevents them" from rising 
from their state of degradation, and, although the Duteh Govern_ 
ment is doing muell to encourage education, the unfortunate 
women are debarred from the advantages of the Dutch j·cgime in 
this respect. 

• 

• 
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CHAPTER Ill. 

Scientific dining_l'~rting company with my ..,,,'ant..-A Hadji'. y;.it-Faw of 3n 
olephant-huntcr-Belu'$ to skin_ RhinOCCl'<lS hom M mooicinc-" Now_year'. 
f .... !;" _}'c.tivitiOl$ at Tandj<>eng Ampalo_A familiar English sport-Governm~nt 

monopoly of cheap coolie service-Roboory hy 10""'" of an.,.thcti",,-Viaw 
from Mount Silarupung-Karimon'. scars- l'aio_A hunter'. PaJadise-A 
co"!,,, of vo\unt""",-A surroptitio,,", eook-fight-A giant 11011'0', gr<>wing a foot 
in two days-F"",st farc-Screaming hombilb. 

IT was still the Poeasa, or fasting t ime, and meat was con­
sequently difficult to get. The natives, howev(lr, brought in 
plenty of wild fowls, which they caught in snares, and which 
sorved the double purpose of affording me an excellont dinner and 
of adding to my collection. Among other kinds that were offered 
me for -sale were several beniols (ielrao viridis), puyus (lei1·M 
1Ilzoniern;is) and kuans or .Argus pheasants; and once I got a wild 
peacook. 

Meanwhilo I was baving troubles with my servants. My China· 
man, Tjon Bic, fell ill of fever, complicated by a violent attack 
of homo siokness. Every week he received letters from his 
relations at Padang, his father imploring him to come back, fcar­
ing that the tigers would kill him, and his wife representing that 
she was very ill, and rcquiring his immediate retnrn. loured 
him of the fever in a day or two, but the other disease was more 
difficult to presctibe for, for I wa'3loth to lose Tjou Bio's services, 
as the stock of Malay words which I had so far picked lIP was 
very limited, and his scryices as interpreter -wcre more valuahle 
than his bird-skinning skill, or his other accomplishments; so I 
reminded him that his agreement was to follow me wherever I 
went, and return with me to Padang, and that I had given him 
an adyanee on the faith of this undertaking. He said he must 



~/8 7Qurlllyiugs iu Sumatr(l. 

go, and t.hat he would I"epny me; there was a countryman 
of his here who would lend him the money. So to secure 
peace, and rather tllan iU'l\'e an unwill ing servant, I let him go, 
lind two days later he started to walk back to Padang. My 
hunter Knjuhan teo was very disobedient ; my powder had an 

• 
irresistible attraction ror him, so I discharged 111m ; and my cook 
displayed n similar weakness in regard to the fowls and eggs, so 
that he n~xt had to part company. I then made arrangeD.lents to 
have my meals aHhe house of the native schoolmaster, whose wife, 
a Javanese girl, was a first·rate cook, hA-ving been bronght lip in 

n Dutch family. 
Onc day while we were at dinner a. venerable and stately hadji 

came in, accompanied by a. slave servant. He SeAted himself 
quictly in a chair, while the slave sat 011 the floor hy his side, when 
the schoolmnstor offered him some rice. After having parlaken 
of the food, the priest stood for five minutes reci t ing some prayens 
aloud, holding his hands before his fnco, and occasionally bowing. 
The schoolmaster gave him a few coppers, when ho lighted his 
cigarette and disappeared as unceremoniously as he had entCl-ed. 
MeanwhiJe one of the neighbours, having heard of the venerable 
hadji's visit, Imd sent for him to come to his bouse and pray. 
The priests are in great demand during the Pooas!!. to come 
lind pray, and give thanks for the past. 'l'here is a g<lnerlll 
belicf prevniling t.hat wllon a Nalay dies during tho Poeasa he 
is II l1l'e to go to heaven. 

In Sikuudo's place I engaged another hunter, Illuncd Bagindo 
Radin, who had the reputaOon of being the best shot in the 
district. His sporting ability he had inherited from his fath er, 
who was a Rajah of bad repute, and had met his death in the 
pursuit of his fawurite occupation- hunting elophants. These 
p!1.Chydcrms arc very numerous in tIle forests hero. 'I'be Rajah 
had mortally wounded an elephant, which in his .fury and agouy 
charged and tore open the Rajah's stomach. 1\fy arrangement 
with Baginuo was to g ive him ten eenh for every bird not too 
mueh damaged that he brought me, and to supply him with 
powder and shot. 

Birds and animals now hogan to come in in numbers. Civet 
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ca~s are numerous here, and arc eagerly llllnted by tho Malays on 
account of the havoc thoy work among the poultry. Among other 
quaarupeds I hfld two largo siamangs (hylobal1J8 syndactylus) in 
one day, and the work of skinning the larger animals was not 
easy. In consequence of the great heat the animals began to 
decompose within twelve hours ~fter being shot; and tho smell 
in the neigllbourhood, in spite of large quantities of carbolic 
acid, w~s somewhat unpleasant. 'rho lIIaJays, notwithstanding 
the equanimity with which they suffer the smell of their decay­
ing fish, and tho still greater gusto with which thoy eat the 
putrescent food, professed to havo n great abholTellee of the bad 
Hmell occasioned by my animals, and complained to the Oon­
trolleur about it, and I had to pay the rena\t,y in increased gratuities 
to those who brought me specimens. 

Bagindo, thollgh not· directly in my service, went out nearly 
every day to shoot birds, in order to cam a few coppers; he was 
gencrally accompanied by n friend; and one day at noon he came 
hurrying back, telling me he had shot two honey-bears, a male and a 
female, closo by in a cocoa_nut plantntion, while the animals were 
up in a palm-tree feeding. Having snmmoned some friends to his 
assistance, he went off to fetch the big game; and presently a 
crowd came, carrying the animals on fOllr poles, and laid them 
down in front of my houso. So I;l"eflt was the excitement that the 
hoys literally spoiled the skins by cutting holes all over, mcrely 
for fun. I could' do nothing to prevent them, and the men wero 

. so delighted at the death of the two bears that they took no heed 
of .the P9ssible value of the skins. Bagindo sold the hearts and 
gall-bladders of the beasts to a. Chinaman trader for ten guilders. 
They were to be llsod in medicine-for what complaint he would 
not ten. 

Among otller large animals seen in the neighbourllOod of 
Sidjoendjoeng was an 'occasional rhinoceros, which the natives 
killed for the sake of thc horns. A Malay offered mo a fino 
specimell, for which he wanted eighty florins . This fancy pricc 
was occasioned by the demand which e:dsted for rhinoceros 
horns among the Chinese, who nse them as medicine, or, rather, 
ointment for healing wounds, and especially snake bites. 
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rather old-fashioned black European coats, with heavy gold 
embl"Oidercd collars, white waistcoats with gold buttons, and 
sarongs round the waist, with a belt in whieh was stuck a fino 
kJ-is. AfLor them, following in order of rank, came the Pang/welo 

kapala and ' the lJ(lflghoelo ka1npOl1g, and other native great 
functionaries; tben a crowd of men of the general public; 
and lastly, walking stiffly, yet with rapid step, and downcast 
eyes, the women, profusely ornamented with mitre-shaped crowns, 
earrings, bracelets, and belts, all of gold. A band of native 
mnsieians brought up the rear, the orellCstra consisting of a 
few tingka'~~, or drums, of native manufacture, played with the 
knuckles, constructed of a hollew cylinder of wood, aeross both 
ends of which a piece of goat's-skin is stretched; a bamboo fiute, 
called a soeling; and a European fiddl(l. 

'l'hns ended the formal reception. The women and children now 
seated themselves beneath two lal'ge sheds, while the men indlliged 
in dancing, fenciug, and other amusements, and trials of skill on 
the grass plain outside. The women never dance, and the men's 
porformance consists of a series of slow movements by two men 
"i.s_a_vis, attitudinizing befere each other, with head bent forward, 
and hands and arms-tho hands sprcad out flat all the time­
slowly assuming various set positions. 

I was very much amused to find here the familiar " greasy pole" 
of English rural sports, up which the Malay youths were as eagor 
to climb as any J<~nglish lads, in the hope of reaching the sixpenny 
toys and other pl"i:ws at tlle top. There was no " swoop" there to 
carry off the prizes by virtue of his sooty clothes; and it was not 
till the day was well advanced ~hat the grease was transferred 

. from the pole to the skins and clothes of the early competitors, 
and the lawrones were able to mount the pole in triumph. 

At one p.m. A feast was given to the people in the sheds, after 
which the crowd gradually dispersed, Mr. Maarseveen receiving 
with a sigh of relief the slaamat jallans of the people, and driving 
back home. 

In the district of Sidjocndjoeng arc some immense rich Coal_ 
fields, which have of late years been brought into prominence hy 
the scheme proposed by a mining engineer (Mr. Cillysenaer) to 
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till the day was well advanced ~hat the grease was transferred 

. from the pole to the skins and clothes of the early competitors, 
and the lawrones were able to mount the pole in triumph. 

At one p.m. A feast was given to the people in the sheds, after 
which the crowd gradually dispersed, Mr. Maarseveen receiving 
with a sigh of relief the slaamat jallans of the people, and driving 
back home. 

In the district of Sidjocndjoeng arc some immense rich Coal_ 
fields, which have of late years been brought into prominence hy 
the scheme proposed by a mining engineer (Mr. Cillysenaer) to 
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construct a. railway across SUllJatra, from Soemnahan through 
Sidjocndjoeng to Sigocntoer, on the river Batang Han, whence the 
coal could be brought to the east coast in lighters or steam barges. 
The plan would assured!,\' prove a costly one; and it is doubtful 
if the Dul:<;h capitalist will venture to sink his money in such an 
undertaking, in the face of the competition whieh Sumatra coal 
would meet wiU) in A1l6tfnlian and English coals, to say nothing 
of the cheap Borneo article. Th" con ls arc of the best quality, and 
Mr. Cluysenaer has shown in a report that he c~uld deliver them 
at Singapore and 01'(>]' the whole Archipebgo at 21. per ton, 
while according to tho statement of the Batavia Commercial 
Society the prices for English coals aro :.;0 fl . (2l. lOs.) per ton, 
~nd th!) Australian coal ean1l0~ be ddiverd for kss than 21. per 
ton. 

Still the ooal.fields are not the only portion of the wealth of 
Sumatra. that would he opened up by suoh an enterprise as 
Mr. Cluysenaer proposes, whioh could hat'dly fail to enormously 
develope the resources of the island. 

On tho morning of October 12, having hired a horse for the 
journey, I left Sidjoendjoeng to seek a station further inland. The 
Controlleur kindly furnished me with thirty-tllree coolies for the 
transport of my luggage, a favour which was l'cally muoh greater 
than it appears on paper, for, although the Government offioials are 
entitled to oall upon each villag'; to furnish coolies for transport 
wl, onover reqnired, civilians and ordinary tr~vellers are froquolltly 
,mabie to secure the services of these indispensable servants. The 
Government levies on tho population a oompulsory service called 
"Heerendienst.en," under which the chiefs are required to soe that 
certain work is attended to in e~ch district, suoh as keeping the 
roads in order, or making new onos, building bridges, &c. The 
transport of Government luggage comes under this regulation, and 
the coolies aro paid at the trifling rate of a few halfpence a mile. 
This sum is quite 811fficient to rflmunerate them, and the law is a. 
wise one, as obliging the n~tives to render servioes whieh they 
would otherwise probably refllse to do, even for high wages. But 
I think it would be only jllst that ordinary travellers should be 
allowed to engage ooolies at the fixed Government rat-es. Notwith-
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standing the largo population, the native character is such that 
there is little 01' no competition, for the reason that the people will 
not work at all if not obliged. Jt is to theil' own advantage, as 
well as that of the country at large, that their services arc com· 
pulsory in certain cases. But tho Governmont "llould )lot have a 
monopoly of cheap service, and all persons shculd be entitled at 
least to coolie labour at the same rate as the Government. I ha.ve 
been in districts where the officials have told me "You cannot get 
anyfreecoolios." "\YeU," I have said, "what amI to do? I 
am at your mercy, and I trust you will be kind cnough to help 
me." It is only fair to say that in nearly eyery case in my own 
experience I havo met with the courteous reply, "Certainly; I 
will give you Government coolics; but, strictly speaking, I am not 
allowed to do so." 

Soon aitCI' leaving, my party received a · not unwelcome addition 
in the person of a half-caste namml Jfln , son of the clerk to the 
ControUeur at Sidjoendjoeng, who, having been somewhat harshly 
dealt \VitIl by his fathel', llad run away ft'om him, and came and 
offered his services to me as interpreter-an offer which, as I was 
making bu~ slow progress in my knowledge of ~he Malay tongue, 
I was glad to avail myself of. 

l'he way lay through mountainous countl'y, clad with mag_ 
nificent vegetation , the forest swarming with siamangs (hylobates 
syndaciyllls), whose curious howlings, almost amounting to a roar, 
could be heard at intel'Vals thro\lgholl~ the day. Nine miles from 
Sidjoendjoeng we came to the riYer Palanki, which we crossed on 
a small raft, the road being still through dense forest, if the word 
" relid" can be applied to an ill·defined track thick in mud, and 
often entirely undistinguishablc. Still this was llotlling to what 
was to follow. At Kotta Baroe, where we stayed for the night, 
I had to leave' my horsc, which had fallcn lame on the road, and 
the next twenty miles, to Soepajang, had .to be travelled on foot. 
The Laras, or chief of the district at the former place, told me the 
locality was noted for tigers and robbers; man-eating tigers were 
by no means rare, but he did not know whether it were worse to 
fall a victim to man or beast. So he kindly furnished me with a 
guide, as well as a fresh set of .coolies. 
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A curious mode of robbery is practised by the natives in the dis­
tricts around Solak and Tanar Datal'. Taking tlH:< fruits and roots 
of a plant called" katjoeboeng," thcy grind them to a fine powder; 
lind when the person they want to roh is asleep the powder is 
blown into his nostri ls. Another met1lOq. is to mix it with the 
coffee or tea to be taken by the victim. In eitller case it acts 
something like chloroform, with the wonderful difference that the 
person sees what is going on, and can take note of all the move­
ments of the thieves, but is utterly helpless either to speak or 
move. I met a European who had been under tIle influence of 
this katjoeboeng, and who quite endorsed the correctne~s of the 
statements that I reeeh·ed from the natives to the above effect. 

lYe had to cross the Silampung mouut-ain, and although the 
road was as difficult as it is possible to conceive-a steep ascent 
tllrongh an almost trackless forest, the ground strewn with stones 
- the view from the summit was sufficiently fine to rcpay the 
labonr of the ascent. Thc district of Soepajang lay at my feet, 
with tllllt of Sidjoendjoeng beyond, tllO cult ivated lands standing 
out in strcng contrast to tlle rugged, wooded country in the imme­
diate neighbourhood. The country was intersected by two large 
r ivers and numerous streams, sel'cral of wllich are impassable 
during thc rainy season. 

At Ajer Loco the Laras kindly accommodated me with a pony, 
but I am not sure that I should not have been wiser to have 
trusted to my own powers of locomotion. The path ran along the 
side cf a chain of hills , at a height of from 100 to 800 foet above 
t.he valley, and the available foot-track was neyer more tha.n 
three feet wide, somotimes barely one, running on the brink 
of a deep precipice. A single false step would be fatal to 
hcrse and rider. The aspect of the country changed here; the 
whole range of hills was crowned with high grass and tall pines, 
with here and there a patch of forest. 1 found' a. species of 
pitcher plant in great abundance, most of the flcwers containing 
water . . It was a small species, not one_third of the size of the fine 
Nepenthcs Rajah of Bornoo. 'rho wllOle district was very sparsely 
populated till we reached Soepajang. 

Here the Controlleur advised me to eontinu\) my journey to Solok, 
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the neigllhourhood of whiol1 was riell in fauna. .As he was going 
to .Allahan Pandjang, a distance of about thirty-five miles, I had 
the advantage and pleasure of his company. The road now im­
proved, and we traversed a fine, broad, well_kept highway, at an 
altitude of rro~ 4500 to 5000 feet. We were still in a region 
practically devoid of forest, but covcred with lligh grass and scrnb . 

'I'he first village of importance is Siroekam, embowered amid 
flourishing cocoa-nut plantations. Its poo}Jle are noted for 
being good blacksmiths, manufacturing different kinds of knil'es 
and other weapons, 

Soon after passing Sikindjang, the next settlement, the 1'000 
att-ains its gr()otest elevation, gradually descending in ait almost 
straight line into an immense plateau, of which Allahan Pandjang 
is the centre, crowned with rice-fields and other plantations. 

From Allaha? Pandjang to Solok thcre al'e two roads, one the 
highway, a distance of thirty_two miles, the other a narrow path 
'across the mountains some six miles less. I cI)ose the luttm' road, 
which follows the steep banks of two large lakes, called Danau 
Atas and Danau Baroe, at the foot of tho smoking Mount Talang. 
A tropical thunderstorm, which lasted tllree hours, diU not im. 
prove the w~lking, and the paths lower down in the valleys became 
transformed into temporary rivers, the water ruslling over a bed 
of pebbles and boulders. At Kotta Anan, a flourishing village 
embedded in cocoa-nut plant.ations, the Pakhuysrn€e~tcr, 01' keeper 
of the Government coffee store, lent us llis horse and cart to enablo 
us to reach Solok that night. 1Yhen I asked the Pakhuysmeestel' llis 
charge for the nsc of the vehicle, he rcplied that he did not want 
any pay, so long as I would reckon him among my friends! SUell 
a condition I willingly accepted, and if my friend should Cllanee to 
read these lin~s he will see that I have not forgotten 11im . He, 
indeed, proved his frieJ?-dship in the truest sense of the word, for 
both Jan and I wcre footsore and WOI'll out, and neither of us 
could have walked the oiglit miles that ' separated us from 
our destination that night. I hOO eaten nothing all day but a 
couple of-bananas; and a glass of vermouth with whiell the Pakhuys_ 
meester filled thc cup of .friendsllip was accepted as a refreshing 
stimulant. 
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An hour's sllarp dl·ive brought us to Solok, the chief town of 
the XUIth koUa in the island of Sumatra, and held by a small 
garl'ison, so that it is quite a. lively place for tlle interior. The 
Assistant Resideut, :1Ir. Braam :1Iorris, advised me to take up 

• 
my quarters at Paio, about nine miles distant in an easterly 
direction, as a suitable locality for v,oological researc1l. Waitiug 
for my coolies, and aftel'lvards packing my cOllections, to be con­
veyed to Padang and thcnce shipped to England, occupied a week. 
Here I engaged a local huntet· named Karimon, a good shot, aIHl 
noted as having been a skilled hnntcr from childhood. Like all 
:Malays, Karimon was gil'en to boasting, and could tell some 
wonderful tales of his advontures with tigers, elephants, and other 
big game. 1£ I seemed sceptical about the authenticity of any of 
his narratives, hc would point to scars and wounds on all parts of 
his body, inflicted by variOllSbcasts. .Among otlll,r things I told him 
1 was particularly anxious to get some kambing ulan or wild goats 
(capricoJ'ni<; SUlIlat'l'ciisis), a sort of mountain antelope peculiar 
to Sumatra. Karimon at onco pointed t<,> two deep scars on his 
legs, inflicted by one of these animals, whic)l he had wounded. 'l'hey 
were, he said, ve'ry difficult to hunt, keeping to the most in­
accessibJe parts of the mountains, and very dangerous wuen 
brcught to bay. 

The road to Paio lies ~hrough a succession of rice-fields. Paio itself 
is a small natil'e village, slll'rclinded by scanty forest, on the slope of 
the mountains, over 2000 feet above sea level. The climate is con_ 
sequently delightful. I hired an old hC1Ise, somewhat similar to 
the hut at Ladangla\\'u, thcugh without a verandah, bnt fortu­
nately with a waterproof roof, for it mined daily during my stay, 
and sometime!!' in torrents. Every morning the mountains were 
enveloped in mist, which, as the rays of the rising sun illumined 
their summits, looked like a mantle of snow, reminding me of the 
snow_clad plateaux of Norway, while the dewdrops on the leaves 
of the trees sparkled like brilliants. In the north-west rose til(! 
volcanic peaks of Merapi and Singalang, with the lake Sinkarah 
nestling as it were at their feet; to the east lay Solok, beyond 
IVhich, on clear days, even Sidjoendjoeng could be distinguished. 

Gloso to my hnt was a large Government coffee plantation, in 
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which I was fortunate enough to find mauy rare beetles and shells. 
In the early morning the woods echoed with tllC voiccs of birds, 
singing their song of I)\'aiso before t;he business of t;he day began; 

• 
during the heat of noon their notes became hushed, but the busy 

• 
flutter of their wing.~, as you stood motionless against the trunk 
of some mighty forest giant, conld be incessantly heard, showing 
that tIle happy creatures were engaged in the construction of their 
delicately wrought l\omes, taking food for their young ones, 01' 

teaching their fledgling family to fly. It seemed a sin. to shoot the 
beautiful creaturcs in. their peaceful homcs; ami Karimon and 

Bagindo were careful to obey my orders lIot to ncedlossly dC'stroy 
IDore than were necessary to complete my series of specimens. 

'l'he siamangs made the woods echo again with their loud 
roar, wbile the pretty and act.ive simpais (semnopilkecu8 filelalo­

phos) would come in troops quite close to my hut, gambolling about 
in the trees, and occasionally making predatory incursions into the 
fruit plantations . . A gunshot would startle them back for a time 
into propriety, but they woulJ soon return, unabashed, to theil' 
antics. One day Karimon brought me a livo young simpai, whose 
mother he had shot. 'I'he little thing kept looking up and stretch_ 
ing out its arms, as if searching for its mother, and kept piping and 
c .. ymg so miserably that I was construined to consign it to the 
spirit jar. Its colour was white, with a broad reddish. brown band 
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along the back, a red tail, (lnd a greyish tuft of hair on tho crown 
of tho head. Squirrels were plentiful, and tlie village inhabi tants 
begged me to ~s3ist them in clearing the woods of these graceful 
but destructive creatures, owing 00 the damage they did to the 
COCOfl,-llut plantatiolls. . 

The first two days my two hunters shot thirty_seven birds,ODO 
simpni. one flying lemur (ga/tQpitllUU8 variegat1MJ) . and three 
squirrels. The third day's work comprised twenty-three birds, 
two simpais, and two flying squirrels-. 

From sunrise to snnset I was kept fully occnpied, in a state of 
pleasurable cMitemcnt, in skinning the specimens brougllt to me, 
amI in scarcl.ing tIle wood for insects, shells, &0. lluttcdlies were 
abundant. I would recommend the chase of these beautiful insects 
amid the tangle of a Sumatrau forest, as a cm-c for most of the 
bodily and mental infirmities which are fostered by an cast wind 
in England. 

On returning home at night I would find a. corps of voluntccl'S 
waiting outside my hut; little urchins, anxious to show theil' 
dili!p!nce by bringing something, howover common or useless, 
TlI.tl,or tllan comc empty-handed, and always ready to imposo on 
my crOOulity if they oould. One would carefully hold a. bamboo, 
in which he said was a rare beetle; that turned out to be a oom­
mon centipede, Another would offer a bamboo filled with stag. 
horn beet les (lucanida,) which, during t.hcir short oonfinement in 
tllcir narrow prison, had bwn fighting amongst themseh'es till 
somo of them bad lost thoir pOlvorful jaws. A third little rascal 
stood waiting his tum for me to relieve him of his contribution, a 
large weevil, lleld by a noose of fine fibre fastcned round its bedy, 
lind fight ing with all its might for liberty; "BUIJ'~' oog!,-" WCWOD" 
(Good, good, sir), cried the liLtle lad as he beld ont his captive at 
arm's leogth, It was a. fine specimen of prOWccru, (010$5IlS: the 
thorax black, the elytM!. orangc_red, and tllC whole surface plUJ!h_ 
like to the touch: these insects are ,'cry des t ructive to the palm. 
t recs. Others again had in pieces of 'banana leaves a number of 
snails (hcliCC3) and dausilio·, or would hold in thoir fingers by tho 
wings some more or less CQmmon bntterflies, of CQUl'se ntterly 
spoiled , Occasionally a lad, tllinking to surpriS<l me wi~h a more 
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·than usually vari€d assortment, would com€ with his sarong alive 
with bats, li1.ards, frogs, and other active crcaturcs, caIT.1ing 
them quite flS a matter of course in that very convenient 
receptacle. 

Uncxpected assistance in the task of bird-skinning arrived a few 
days aftcr settl:ng down here. Sutton, tIle bird-skinner employed 
by Dr. Boccari, having followcd me from 'l'anar Datal' to Boea, 
thence to Sidjocndjoeng and Socpajang, and then again to Solok 
aud Paio, present-€d himself at my hut one day, saying Dr. Reccari 
had left l'adaug, and offoriug me his services, wllich I was only too 
glad to secure at the rate of fifteen guilders a month. " Ohape, 
locwan ; sakU kakki f " said he ('f ired, sir; sore feet!); and no 
wonder, for bo llad walked over 150 miles, without a day 's rest . 
This man's name has a. very Eog-lish sound , but he was a Nalay, 
his patronymic beiug Mahal·alaut. Whenco he got his other name 
I knew not, but it had the advantage of brevity and familiarity . 

One day, when walking tln'ough the forest, butterfly-net in 
hand, in company with Jan, I came unexpectedly to an open grass 
plain, whero several hundred "Malays were gathered together in the 
surreptitiolls enjoyment of a cock-fight. In the midst of a ring, 
lined with eager onlookers, two birds armed with long spcar_ 
blades were in mor tal combat, one of them shortly after succumb­
ing to a deep wound inflicted by its adversary, whose owner's face 
was flushed with excitement as he seized the victorious bird, and 
proceeded to collect the bets he had .won over the fight . A Malay 
woman who kept a rcfresllment-stall \\:a8 driving a rare trado in 
boiled rice and chicken, and native drinks. This scene of excitc­
ment was too much for J an, who mysteriously disappeared on the 
return walk, and only turned up next day, sufferiug from a bad 
attack of fever. 

In the damp !lnd slladcd places in the forost, whcre thc sun's 
rays never penetrated, ~he giant flower a'IMtpophallum tilmWfII, 
which Dr. Beecari had found at Ajel' Nantjoer, grew in fair 
abundance. The natives here called it sikaribut, while at Ajer 
Alantjoer it was known as grulnui. The first specimen I saw was 
pointed out to me by a native, who carefully dug it IIp ; it was a 
young plant, the bulb measuring cloven inches in diameter. 'rhe 

" 
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next 1\'1\.5 a mature specimen, but almost. dead, with II straight stem 
live feet ten inches h igh, and mensuring three and a half inehea in 
~iameter at the base, with a fruit resembling the car or head of 
maize, twenty-five inches long, Md fonr inchel! in diamewr at tIle 
bnse, tapering somewhat townrus the top; the stem was oue loot 
in tho ground, and the bulb measnred ten-inches in diameter. 

Since then I have frequently seen the plant in different parts of 
l be llighlands of Sumatra, b"t the flower and fruit 31"6 rare. Of 
the former I have seell Dil ly three, and of tho latter only five 
specimens. H quite puts the great IW:Ole8icJ. in the shade; it grows 
to a.lleight of from five to six feet, when it throws out three large 
leaVell, which may almost bo called branohc~, from their size, and 
from tho fad that thoy flro covered with small subsidiary offshoots, 
which may be called loaves. '1'he stem, which is cellular and con_ 
tains a large quantity of water, is ofa beautiful b right green colour, 
mottlod with spots of yellowish whi te. Its growth is remarkably 
rapid. I have watched tho young plant, and found it grow no less 
than one foot in two days, so that it attains its maximum height in 
about twelve days, wllCn it stops growing and tho leaves 01' 

"brllllchell " are formed. '£110 flower, whieh always appears bofore 
tho loaves, grows close to the ground, seldom more than one 
foot from the surfaee. It consists of a single petnl, very thick and 
leathery, and of the colour of the red cabbage. The throc fI.oW01"S 

that I have seen aU differed in form. 
The fMlit is a. wlitary oblong head, covered ,,,hen ripe with 

rows of brilliant red berries, to the number of from 420 to 440. 
The bulb sometimes attains enormous dimonsions. At Ajcr 
Mantjocr I have seen some gigantic specimens ; one of them so 
large that it took fivo men to earry it from tho forest . to my 
hut. 

Meanwhile my collection WllS growing apace. During three 
weeks my hunters collected al together 352 birda and forty-nine 
quadrupeds. Some of tl\C!C hlld the not lInimport.ant advantage 
of A-ffording a change of diet. A yeung malo kidjang (cervu~ 

mlm!jac) one day supplied a good steak for dinner, which tasted 
like venison; now and then myoId cook would mllke II pie of the 
meat from tLe breast of (l, hombill ("hyticcrOl plicatu,) ; while II 
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roast pigeon or two formed a plc:umnt change from the evcrlasting 
wild fow l and rice. 

H ornbiUs were common in the forest, but WCl1) difficult to get, 
owing to their habit of silt ing at the top of a lofty tree or flying 
high in the air,. the flappi ng of the wingg making !to rushing noise, 
which can be heard at a considerable distance. Of ono "arie~y 
(bu.cerw ,·hi.ncceros) Karimon brought me one Hpecimen /l live, 
having broken it~ wing. He had t ied up its bill to prevent it 
from biting with its powerful beak. I removed the string, and 
kept it a couple of days; but whonever any om,! approached it, 
it screamed most frightfully, more liko the screams of a pig being 
killed than the voice of 8. bird. 

The small wild cat, rimau bulau, was common here; tho natives 
caught it in a trap. 

• 

• 

• 

u 2 



7 QU1'1/.eyiIJ~s i'l Slimatra . 

• 
• 

CHAPTER IV. 

}'rorn Solok to ;U"""", Latooo- A "u",w "*",po>-Ane.1raordi,,.ry animal _ &tab 
in ~he w.!(l .... mill_A It*,wa!(l, .prinl!_Unpl~bt vuilol'l-The .iam""g_ 
M41~y peta_The dcni.ons of the fOre<&t_Ritten by R hoaUe-A oickly ""ul.· 
monl-A night-man;h through tho fo,,,,t.-Bill of rou at tho natiye inno­
Lolo, a mountain .. natorilLn,-ltobbiILH :'If"lay dwelling.. 

ON Novcmber 14th I returned to Solok, and ~lIen moved soutl,. 
wards to Mooa.ra Laboc, nearly eighty miles distant. 'I'he district 
was thinly populated, and I should have bad difficulty in getting 
.. .'oolies to go so far without gI"Cat expense, if at llll, had it not 
bocn for the kindness of the Assistant Resident, II'ho fumishcd me 
with sets of Governmont coolics to perform tho three stages from 
Solok to Allahan Pandjang, thence to Socrian, and finally to 
Mocam Laboe. 

Tbe journey was performed by easy stages, elliefly on horseback, 
but it was very nearly signalizod. at the out-.'lCt by a. catastrophe. 
Whilo riding along tho odge of tbe cliff which overhangs Lake 
Bal'OO I was overtaken by a heavy thunderstorm, and bethought 
myself of my nativo umbrdln. Every native oithel' carries an 

umbrella, or wears a. broud·bl·tmmed hat of graSs or t.hin weod, (~ 
a protection against the rain, for hardly a day pasS(:.~ without a 
61101Ver. If he is overtakon by a sudden stonn, ho impr~viscs an 
umbrella out of a largo bauana leaf. Tho nativo llmhrdlas aro 
durable, and eminently uscfui, find may be bought at Sidjocm1joong 
for a. ~hi\lillg apiece. Whilo in thc intorior I saw. an umi.rella 
ncatly made from tho scalos of the ant-cater (mani~ jamnica), and 
tho novelty of tho ideu stl'uck me so much thl1t I offered to buy it., 
but tilC olVner declined to part wiU, it. He had bought it in 
Quantum, an adjoiniog independent state, for ono rupeo, 

To return to my umbrella. It was a large green a(\ai!', 
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eminently well ealculated to keep tIle bearer dry, but as I opened 
it.s spreading ribs my lJOrse took fright, and galloped incontinently 
away with me. A false step mig1lt have precipitated us both into 
the lake lying some 300 feet below; and as all my efforts to rein 
in the frightened steed were nnavailing, I deemed prudence tho 
bet ter part of valont', and- shall I admit it?- sprang from the 
heedless horse, leaving him to seek a watery grave if he liked, 
preferring not to jump myself from the" frying-pan" of the rain 
into the "fire" of the lake, Fortunately the animal reeovered 
his senses with his freedom from rest raint, and was presently 
recaptured, and consented to convey me in a dignified manner 
into Allahan Palldjang, 

Hero I stayed for tho night, starting again the noxt day for 
Soerian, the road gradually falling from 4500 to abont 3000 feet, 
flnd the mountains on all sides covered with thick forest, At 
SOOl-lan :Mr, Stobbler, a Swiss coffee lord, kindly offcrd me 
llOspitality, and on the following day \w lont me one of his horscs 
fOI' tIle last stago of my journey to Moeara Laboe, 

:Moeara Laboe is situated in the fertile valley of tllC Silitti, a 
branch of tho river Batang Hari. U is the most advanced p03t 
in Dutch territory, adjoining the imlcpendent state of Korinthji, 
and is nsed as a convict-station, In a south-south-easterly 
direction can be seen the giant mountain of Sumatra, the Goenong 
Korin thji, better known on the coast as !Ionnt Indrapoera, a 
"olonno of 1 I J 100 feet in height. It stMds on the fl'Ontiet'_line 
between the }lighlands of Pmlang and the independent countries, 
This mountain is visiblo from the sea, and within a circuit of from 
sixty to scventy mile~ inland, It has been lately ascended fOI' tho 
fIrst time by two of tho members of Ule Dutch geograpllical 
expooition, 

The !Ialays llere told me of an extt'aordinary animal, said to bo 
living in tllO forest on the mountain, whieh no one had seen, 
although every ono had henrd of its exisrence, It went by th~ 
name of Goeda arr;;, and was said to resemble something between 
a horse and a buffalo, 

The Malays of !Ioeara Laboe speak a dialect so entirely 
different fl'Om thc ordinary tongue of tIm eountl')' tllat it may 
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almost be said to form a distinct language; none of my servants 
from the northern districts could understand more Ulan an odd 
word hero and tl1cro. 

I'rovisious wore vory cheap hero, although the village had a poor 
appearance, amI the people werc indolent. A pensioned European 
soldier some yeafs ngo thought to tako advantage of tl10 indolont 
llabits of the people to Ids nnd their joint advant.1go, and crccwd a 
Ivater_mil1, wllcre the natives could get their rice ground the morc 
easily aud quickly at a small charge. It was with great difficulty 
he got some Malays to give his mill a trial witJlOut payment; but 
tho foolish natives, who could not comprehend how water could 
work tho milt and grind the flour, came to tlu) conclusion that 
Salan was in it; amI so they said, "If we semI our rice to your 
mill, then next year there will be no crop in the fields!" The 
speculative wldier llad consequently to abandon the mill, losing 
the monoy he had investeol in tIle enterprise, 

If the old soldier had been a little less scrupulous, 01' a little 
more persevering, he migJtt possibly have turned the fanaticism of 
the people to account, by falliug iu wit]1 their views, aud getting 
them to make a slaamat, or offeriug, to drive the evil spirit away. 
It is tI,e natural impulse of a Malay, when auything does not go 
quitc right, to conclude that Satan is in it, and to propitiate the 
evil genius by an offeriug. I once saw a man at Singalang burning 
~tones for lime, who gave a slaamat when the stones did not pro. 
duce lime, because, as he said, Satan was ill them. Yearly feasts, 
called slaamat soednl pOl011g paddi, are giv~n after' the rice_harvest, 
aIld on "urious social occasions, or wllCn a child is born, 01' named, 
or when a death occurs. 'l'hese feasts arc really developments of 
the principle of an "offel'ing" to propitiate Satan. Each guest 
pays his share of tIle expenses, the women often bringing contl-i_ 
butions to the feast, in the shape of cakes, fruits, wine, &e. ; 
buffaloes are slaughtered, and tl,ere is a general feasting-tile result 
of which is that the Evil One is kept at arm's length. 'rhus arc 
pllgan Cllstoms ellgl'afted on the Mohammedan system of religion; 
and thc people, after a slaamat to d"ive away Satan, will go to 
the mosque and pmy to Allah, and then get up a cock.fight in tho 
temple itself. 
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'i'he Rajah of ::ioengo l'aga, who II"US 'l'wanko or chief of the 
. district of Moeara Laboc, advised me to go to It placo eal1crl Ajer 
Angat-lioorally "warm water "-some ten miles from here, as a 
suitable locu.lity fo,' collecting, and gave mo leave to engage an 
experienced man in his service, Katti by name, as hunte,·, 'i'he 
Rajah had a more than usually extensive aoquaintanoc with tl10 
district; having accompanied the late I,ieutenallt Schouw Santwardt 
duril)g the first half of his journey aeress f?umatra from Padang 
to Palembaog. 

To rencl, Ajer Angat t-l1C river Silitti had to be el·essed; over 
it was suspended an elastic bambo "bridge," which swayed to 
and fro to sneh an {)xtent, a.pparently threatening to oollapse 
altogether at each sOOp, that I retreated before reaching half_way, 
and preferred finding a shallow place where 1 could fo,·d the 
stream to taking an involuntary head{)r from a height. :My ser· 
vants followed my example ; and as we were wading through the 
water several Korinthji people came across the bridge bearing 
heavy burdens on their back, and passing as ligl,tly and easily as 
Blondin on tho ~ight.l"0J?C' 

At the small village of T,·ata Boea Kras tho thick forest bcgau . 
A new road was being constructed by tho Dutch, right through t.he 
heart of·the forest. to Korinthji , and thcy had completed the work 
to a point three milcs heyond Ajer Angat. Eighty convicts, under 
the charge of a half·caste Englisllman, wore at work on the road, 
which runs parallel·with the river Socngei Kapoer. Aiel' Angat 
is nothing more than the site of two hot springs, with water 
nearly at boiling_point. 'rhe only sheltcr available here oonsisted 
of two deserted bamboo sheds which had been constructed by the 
road_making part.y. Possibly whon the road is completed, and 
the warm springs are rendcred accessible, the place may one day 
beoomc an important settlement. Strings of Korinthji people 
passed my hut , going to seU their gold.dust at Padang. Some 
of them came ioto the hut, of course without asking permission, 
unloaded their pl,,:cols, and were making themselves comfortablo 
for tho night, when Jan told them I did not wish fo" any com_ 
panions in the na,·,·ow qlla,·torS. 'L'hcir appearance was by no 
mea.ns prepossessing-m<;,st wretchedly dressed, with only a rag 
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of calico round their loins in tho form of 8hol'~ trousers, stuok in 
the waistband of which they oarried a big knife. They said that 
their Rajahs knew what this road_making of the Dutch meant: -
it was simply to enable tIle soldiers to march through to get 
possession of their country; but tho R~jah8 in Korinthji wei-e 
also busy makIng preparations-not )'Oads, but fo~ificatjons. For I 
themselves, they said, they woro willing to be under Dutch SO\'O ­

roignty, as tho country would thon be opened up for cuitil'atioll; 
whereas, at present they were oppressed by tlwir Rajahs, who 
ii,-ed by robbery and extortion . This opinion of their own 
country and rulers coincided with that of tho Malays in Dutch 
territory, who arc afraid to enter Korinthji or ~'abo . 

l!:verything seemed favourable for zoological research. Ears, 
eyes, and nose, all bore witness to the abundance of animal life. 
'1'he very smell of .tho place betokened tho eJ(istenee of the larger 
carnivora. in whatOI'or direction I turnod, I inhaled an odour 
exactly resembling that wllieh pervades the lion-I,ouse at tlw 
Zoo. '1'1!e Malays all said tl'e forest was full of tigers, and the 
scent confirmed tlw statement. l?ootprints of deer, as well as 
traces of tigers and elophants, were visible. .All day long tile 
roaring of the siamangs (hylQbates 8!f1ldactylus) could be heard on 
every side, revorberating through the forest. 1'he poouliar and 
tremendous noise made by t.hese animals is not less remarkablo 
than thoir appearanco. Tho first fcaturo that struck me was the 
extraordinary length of the arms, whiel! reaol! nearly to the 
ground; those po\\'e,.ful arms allow them to swing from branch 
to brancl, with astonishing veloeity. 'l'he l,ind limbs are short, 
and when a siamang is once on the ground it is almost hAl pless. 
~\he animal is adapted to an arboreal lifo, and its construction is 
just that which fits it for the circumstances of its existence. 

Its body is covered with long glossy bair, whicl! is longest on 
the back and limbs; the face. particularly in the older animals, is 
surrounded with a grey Ot· white beard. Its avorage size is 
smaller than tlmt of the orang utan. 'l'he foll<J:wing arc the 
dimensions of the largest I have measured;-

No. I.- Height from crown of the head to sole of tIle foot, 
3 feet 3 incllOs; girO, of 010 body, 2 feet 7 inches; stretch from 

• 
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fingers to fingers across body, !) feet 9 inches ; breadth of face, 
6 inches. 

No. 2.- Heigll t from crown of the head to sole of the fo ot , 
2 feet 10 inche~; giJ'~h of tho body, 1 foot 8 inclws ; ~tretc}l from 
fingers to finger s across body, [) feet 1 inch; breadth of face,;j 
inches. 

Both these were males. The fem ales are always smaller in sizo. 
'r he siamangs belong ' to the di" ision of apes called Gibbons, 

and are peculiar to Sumatra and lIIalacca, where tIley live in com· 
panics in the lofty trees, in the depths of the forests , feeding on 
fruits and leaves, and particlliat'ly a kind of leaf known as dau1, 
siman/oeng. The populm' belief among the Malays is that the 
auimal is de3ccnded from a woman who had turned her son away 
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tl"Om home, and WIlS punished by being transformed into all 
animal. 

Although cxltibiting such agility in its native homo, swinging 
from branch to hl'l\nch with tho skill of a Leotard, 'tho siamnng is 
slow and stupid in oaptivity, displaying none of the activity so 

• 
amusing in other npcs, and sooming deficient in intellectual 

• 
capacity. H is Stl'.lIIg0 tl,at no one 1I:i8 oyer yet succeeded in 
bringing tho siamnng alive to Burope; but even in Sumatra the 
natives say it never lives long in captivity, but seems to pine for 
the freedom of its native Lome. 

A curious ow.ervation made by Malays who have kept these 
animals in captivity is that tllor always usc their hands as spoons 
when drinking. 

If the Malays ccmnot keep tho sillmang in capt.ivity, I doubt if 
anyone could suoceed in doing so, lor thoy am very fond of 
animals and kind to thei r pets, e,'on though not allvays as con­
sidorale towards ~hcir domesticated animals as· they ought to boo 
l n mos~ l1a~ive houses and huts Illny be seen a pet 01 some kind. 
'that most commonly soon is tho turtle dol'O Ci!lW/lW ti!f!-inuB), 
called Ballam, or in somo places PerkQvloc. These hit-ds are highly 
pl"i:t.ed, in laot arQ bold almost snored; the prioos givon lor them 
VOI·y, according to perfectinn of oolom· and shape, fl"Om fi ve to 
twenty g lliklers each . Each bird is kept separate in a small 
bamboo cage, of circubr shapc, ",ith a conioal roof, with a cloth 
covel· over tho top. Vory of ton theso cages aro stuck up on lligh 
bamboo posts, bllt wIlen tho owncrs go out to the rico-fields, or to 
market, they generally take their ) igcons with them . The birds 
:uv perrectly \.arne, and never atteml)t \..0 flyaway, the natives 
daily taking tI,e birds out of tlle cage and caressing them. One 
or my servants spont a month's salary in buying II. ballam, and 
took it with him wherever we travelled ; and Oll his return to 
Padang l,e sold i~ for double what 110 gave fo r it . . 

Bt.-sidcs tlH~se birds, many Malays keep a small green l)an"Ot, 
which they call Sclindit (Lon·clIllif ga1!fulus), a 101·cly little bird, 
that always sleeps liko a bat , head downwards; the average pl"ice 
of these birds is sixpcnco each. Sometimes I have seen the beau­
tiful ground-pigcon (ClwJ.cQpl,ap8 i'ldica), which the Malays oali 
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Punei tanar, and tho Beo (Cmcllia religwsa), which can talk as 
well as a parl"Ot. Cats are kept everywhere, the variety with the 
short knobbed tail being the most common . 

NeitllCr night nor day did thero flppear to be flny int.ermission 
of the varied sounds witll wlileh the forest Tc-echoed. 'Vhen 
travelling in Norwegian Lapla.nd, in 1877, beneath tho glor.ious 
light of the aurora. borealis, silence reigned everywhere ; the 
grand and varied scenery seemed the grander-for the veryabsenc.., 
of all noise. Here it was the very reverse. From early i1aw)) 
till sunset the feathered tribes sang or screamed, as they flitt.cd 
about frem leaf to leaf, or soared with leud fil'pping wings OVCI·­
head, or sat beneath tho thick foliago holding converse in thoir 
own languago, oitllol· in slow and solemn fashion Ii ke a <.Jeliberative 
assembly of rooks, or ill loud and oxcited tones, as if in mortal 
combat. '1'he incessant howling of the siamangs, especially de­
mon~trative at sunrise and sunset, WflS followed at night by tho 
equally ehllrtlctcl·istie cries of the geekos, calling to each other al! 
through tho hours of d,lrkness, just liko so many" whistling 
tl,ieves," signalling to each other in the streets of London. 
Butterflies of large si><o and brilliant colours were very common, 
especmlly tIle genus hestiM, which, though slow of flight , it was 
almost impossiblo to catch, owing to the height at which they 
Bew. At tbe riverside SWflrrnS of butterflies wcre flying about 
in pRirB, settling for a moment now and then Oil tl,C I"ocks anu 
stones, probably courting each other. Beetles, too, were plenti_ 
fu l. I got one beautiful specimen of the Sagm bllquelii of a 
lovely golden green colou!", slightly tinged witl] yellow. Tho 
.peculiarity of all sagrides is the extraordinary development of the 
hind legs, especially the thighs, which are of monstel· size, and 
armed with sharp spines. As I was admiring my treasuro in I"Y 
hand it wanted-to make its escape, and CI·awled up my forefinger 
• • 
but I held it firm again, wIlen it suddenly "bit " me keeuly, by 
squeezillg the hind legs togother and letting me fl"Cl its sharp 
hooks, affording ample proof· that what the mandibles a,..:. to the 
I-ttcanidm as a means of defence the h ind legs are to tho 
sagrides. 

But while I was congratulating myself on llaving fallen on such 
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splendid hlln ~ing-groll lld, t.he unheallhiness of the place made 
itself pa.infully manifest. 'r ho first evening Jan got an attack of 
ftJver; then Katti, Kadrnon , and Sutton followed suit. Rarimon 
only got on his legs again to be replaced on tho sick-list by my 
cook. 'l'he lleut during tlw day was oPl.lressivo, 1100 Fahr. in the 
shado, while the nights wero cold and damp. Tho elevation of the 

• 
place wns about 950 feet above sea level. 

On tho fifth day I fell ill myseH ; and as only one of the party 
aWl remained in healt.h, and the ordinary quinine remedies seemed 
incffcetunl, I sent a letter to Mr. Van Geuns, tho Cont.rolleur at 
Mo(mra. l ,aooo, describing tho plight we woro in. '1'ho next day 
my pulse was as low as tlli l'ty_oight , and none of tho party seemed 
much better, at one momont shiV C)'ing with cold, nnd nt the nex~ 
burning hot. So we lay consoling eaeIl other with the retlootion 
tila t tho tigers had not I)ut in an appearance, and anxiously 
count ing the hours till a. messenger should come from Yocam 
I.aboe. 

Late in the evening we heard tile cllE~eriug t ramp of feet outside, 
and presently the wlllcomo figure of tho Contl'GlleUf ll imsdf, 
accompanied by Ole OY()rl!Cer of tIle l'Gad, appcnrcd in tlle doorway 
of the hut, stating that ho hnd with him a numbel' of coolies, ready 
to calTY us "bag and baggflge" bodily back to Mocara Laboe. A 
couple of hours sufficed to pack up all our baggage, while some of 
tho coolies cut stout bamboos, to which the hammocks of those 
invalids who wel"O unable to walk were slung, find wo wcre carried 
away from the sickly place. It was raining fast, and the nigllt 
was dflrk; tl\O coolies hnd pl'ovided torches, but they were wet and 
would not burn. A liglit of some sort was deomed indispensable 
to kCC I) oft the wild beasts of tile forest, :md tllO over&CCr led the 
way, vainly trying to illumine the darkness with a box of matches ! 
'l'ho supply of these was soon exhausted, wilen fortunately, about 
cighL p.m., the moon-that lamp in the vaulL of heaven-made its 
appearance througll a ri ft in tll() th ick clouds, and 81,ed its beams 
through tIle occasional openings in t:JIC forost. When about half 
the distu.llce was accomplished we werc met by a relay of coolies, 
WI,O, liko the wise virgins, hnd taken care tlUlt tllei!' lamps wero 
J:Cady to burn; and shortly after eleven we reached the hospitable 
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roof of Mr. Van Gouns . .Already I felt better, and in a day or 
two both my servants and myself were up and about. 

Still I could not shake off the fever, and so determined to go to 
Lolo, a sanatorium somo twenty_eight miles distant, stationed up 
among tho hills at an elevation of 3420 feet, and with a climate 
resembling that of Southern Europe. For the journey the luxury 
of a dog-cart was afforded me by the kindness of Mr. Stebbler,whose 
residence at Soerian was abont half way between Moeara Laboo and 
1.,010. Swarms of butterflies wetc playing about o.ll along the road, 
and I caught a few while driving slowly up_hill. At Lobo Sampir 
I stopped, being tempted to entcr one of the i«ppoes, or native 
refreshment· houses, as I already began to feel the bracing effects 
of the eoolor mountain air. 

These lappoes arc to be met with at intcrvals along every road 
in the highlands of Padang, and often have I enjoyed some of the 
dishes to be had there at all hours of tho day. 'l'he bill of faro 
always comprises curried rico, with a small piece of dried or salted 
fish, and vegetablcs of differcnt kinds, particularly the popular 
$ajoer, smoked maize, and bananas either fresh, or fried whole in 
cocoa-nut oil, or made into eakes with rice-flour and fricd. 
Cocoa-nut milk, with water, and occasionally tea or colfee, form 
thc sole beverages of the Malays; but sometimes a glass of ver­
mout.h or Christiania bier may be had at these refreshment-houses. 
The majority of the natives do not care for coffee made from the 
bcrry, but drink copr.e dann, that is, an infusion of the leaves of 
the coffec plant, which, to my mind, has a most disagreeable 
fta.vour. 

'I'he above dishes form the ordinary diet of the Malays. Ducks 
and fowls aro plentiful, especially in the Padang Pandjang aud 
FOl-t de Koek distdots; but thcy arc reared mostly for thc cou­
sumption of the European rcsidonts, both poultry and buffalo meat 
being feserved, so far as·native IISC is concerncd, for slaamats. 

Opposite the lappoe at Lobo Sampir stood It lofty tree, to wllich 
my attcntion was attraDted by a continuous scf\lcching, procccding 
from a troop of hornbills. 
. .A.t Lolo I was authorized by the .Assistant Resident of Solok to 
take up my quart.ers in the Government house erected for the llse 

• 
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of the Controlleur when lIe "isits the plaec. The house is bui1~ 

of wood and r~ised on posts; tbe rooms are lofty, eighteen feet 
high- too lofty indeed for this cold place, where really a stove is 
w~nted in the ~fternoons and evenings. 

This was quite a palatial residence compared with the huts to 
whieh I had lately been accustomed. • 

The ordinary Malay dwelling_house is construCted of wood, or 
more ofl;.on of bamboo on a wooden frame work, and roofed with 
ala-po i .e. split nipa palm leaves- or idjoe, i.e. the fibres from ' the 
stem of the anau palm; these look like horsehair. '1'he houses are 
all raised on posts from two to four feet from the ground, and the 
space bctwccn the ground and the floor is made into an enclosure 
for the fowls and ducks, being surrounded with a fence of plaited 
bamboo. Some of the chiefs have the gabJus of their houses orna­
mented with carvings. It is a favourito custom to build the house 
in the midst of plant-ations of bananas and cocoanut-trees, w that 
from the roadside only the roofs of the honses are visible_ In 
many districts rice-sheds, called "Q/lIgkiang, are attached to the 
dwelling_houses; some of these are prettily painted and carved, tho 
owners priding themsclves on the alJpearance of these storehouses. 
Near 'l'anar Datar and Solek I saw several wllieh must have 
cost tIlc owners o~er 1001. cacho 

The floor is of split bamboo, very slippery and elastic to walk on, 
and tho ordinary furniture compriscs a number of mats, and a bed­
steao cousisting of a mattress raiscd a few inches from the floor, 
covcrcd with a mat, with two or three cylindrical head-cushions 
filled with cetton wool, and the ends often ornamented with silver 
plates. It is only in the hous~s of the upper class ameng the 
natives that chairs and tables are found, and these are never used 
except on the occasion of a "isit from a European. The only 
llousohold ornaments arc a pair of deer horns. 

Such is thc "living reom" of a Malay dwelling. Looking into 
the" kitchen," we find every family possesses a series of earthen 
pots ClIlIcd p)-ioek, while the richer classcs have iren pans called 
koewali. No other utensils afe required e;r;cept a keUle, whicli is 
not found in every house. The peerer classe.~ cook their rice in 
bamboo cylinders. A number pf saucers and small cups lie on 
• 
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shelves, or are stored in basket-work suspended from the ceiling. 
The hearth ia moatly a heap of sand or ashes, surrounded or sup­
ported by three or four stoues. The water is kept in stout 
bamboos called Parian, or in kendis, vessels made from the laboc 
fruit, or gourd~ which serve as a decanter. 

At Boea and Soepajang I noticed a large open house, standing 
hy itself on a plain, and erected oa higher posts than the ordinary 
bnildiugs. '1'bi8 is called a bali, and corresponds to the European 
towu hall. . 

A. CUriOllS eont.rivance which strikes the traveller's eye in almost 
every village is the trunk of a large tree, hollowed out, and covered 
at the top with a piece of goatskin stretched tight across. 'l'his is 
-called a tahoeh, anil is uscd as a public alarm . 

-

• 
• 
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CH APTER V. 

W il,] be ..... a~ Lolo---A hmrieane-Tbe wild goo~ of Su""'lta-~I~rkd.da.)'-r....J 
n..\ino-Wo",,,n '. work _Hloo cultivation_Coil'.., and othu prodo(:8_A 
Chri.tnuos.oo x_ W olk wilhonl ... ge:s_ TIle .moll .. ! anklop4 in the world_ 
A 6t.rnggle ".jlh a • .,,,ka_lI.ek k> Aj"' "!t[~nljoer-SiMn the hermaph..,· 
,I ile ti~"'r·h unlcr-A Ii!,"" \",»1oy _ An Albino sln."""S' - The monnoly .. _ 
Cupid al'P"''' on tho _no_ A Mula), wedding _ '\'oJn~n'8 right.. and wrong.­
~~lucalion among the Molays-A Imo.l] ",cnasorio-1.e.ving ;\jCl Mantjeer-
1I~"I\ll of .,.,!Iooting tour-IML in th.lW Sea. . 

'VU,D boars were plentiful at Lolo; tlley used lo come in parties 
of from three to eight, qui to close to the road. One aft ernoon 
Karimon sl\Ot one about 0. hundred yards from the house, but no 
ono would take tho troubl" t<l bring tho animn\ in, and I could not 
oven persuado myoId cook to go and cnt off a pioce for my dinner. 

'1'igers used to be common hoi'll, but of ir.te, the nativcs told me, 
thoy had not seen or heard of any. A oouplo of years ago tlley 
wero Ycry t roublesome, and several horses and buffaloes were 
killed by them. Mr. Maarscvoen bad told mo. that when ho was 
Controlleur here he had onen seen thorn nE'af the bouse, attracted, 
no doubt, by the scent or his horses; and Mrs. Maarseveen had 
relatcu hOlv one evening, whon hoI' husband was away "isiting 
another district, she was sitting under tllO voramlnll, wben SllC saw 
a big tiger oreep from within a fclY foet of whore she was and return 
qnieUy to the forest. '1'ho animal had no doubt boen into the 
stables, to seck a. borse there for his supper. 

Karimon went up into the mountains with two coolies to 
shoot , but in less than a ,,,ook he returned, vcry ill with d'ysentery 
and fever, and complaining of tho great cold up on the hills. 
"Slrmya. ma.ti, wewan" (Half dead, sir) . was his cry as two Malays 
brongM him into the llonsc, and laid him on a mat and put a. 

blanket over him: but with doses of chlorodyne, twice daily, I got 
him on his legs again in four dlLys. 
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'l'he next week was l\. week of storms, and it was woll Karimon 
returned when he did. For six days it blew a most terrific galo, 
making evory plank in the house rattlo again, and we all thought 
the houso would havc been blown to piccos. Much damage was 
done in the noighbourhood, many of the frail na t ive residences 
being utterly destroyed; but the Government house weathered 
the storm without appreciable injury. 

As a compensation for this ~nforced idlonoss, I heard on tho day 
after the storm that a Malay, up in the ],ills about two miles away, 
lJad caught a young ,. kambing utan" or wild goat, (Capricornis 

sU1I!atrelld s). Ever since my arrival at Lolo two mon had been 
specially employed setting snares in various parts of the forest in 
the hope of catching ouo of theso creaturos but without success, so 
r set off with Sntton at once to find out tho man and try to buy 
the animal. After oea1>ly an hour's rough walk, over stones, 
t-hrough tall grass, and across several streams, we came to t.he hut, 
with t.he kambing utan in a small onclesuro alongside. 

When I first saw i~, it struck me as not being liko a goat at all : 
its form and outlines more resembled thoso of a young reindeer. 
I t was a young male of perhaps t.on months or a year old. It was 

x 

• 
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covered wi~h long, coarse hair of jet black colour, and had a mane 
of stiff hair of a whitish-grey colour, the length of the hairs being 
from thrco to four inches. Its cars, which were of a brown tint, 
mixed with .black, wore sparingly covered inside witll white Imir; 
the ears were remarkably long and erect, but were bent forward, 
reaching in flxmt of the horns whQn liste~ing fOI · any sounrl. 'fhe 
eyes had rather the appearance of revenge th~n that gentle and 
mild expression so common among the deer species. An inch 
below the eye was a lateral glandular opening or lachrymal 
passage, from which now and then, especially when the animal was 
irritated, an oily suhstance of a white colour was secreted, which 
hardened and became dark when expesed to the air. There were 
slight traces of beard coming. I was told by tile Malays that the 
old males llave a long beard. The horns wore straight, and 
deeply furrowed from the root to about the middle. In the old 
animals, the llorns (of which I purchased several) are eUl"Ved, and 
half way up furnished with a number of rings, which lignin are 
striated longitudinally. All the llorns I have aro mere or less 
covered witll earth and bark, firmly rooted be~ween the wrinkles, 
but the apex is qllite smooth . The owner asked twenty florins for 
Ule animal, wllich was absurd, as tIle Ma1a.ys had told me the value 
of tltem bere was only ~ix florins; ?-nd after a considerable amount 
of bargaining I obtained the goat for six florins- ten shillings 
English. 

I named my ncw pot Lolo, and soon got him tame enough to 
trIke bananas from my hand. He had an ugly habit, llowever, of 
striking the hand that fed him, or attempting to do so, when the last 
banana was gone; and I brought into requisition a small whip, for 
which he learnt to have the greatest respect. He was a powerhl 
animal, but by no moans active in his movements, and before I had 
had him many days he began to look fatter and sleekor. His 
ordinary food consisted of leaves and young shoots of trees. 
Before commencing to eat, lIe would blow and sniff at the food 
for a few minutes, and I noticed bo always liked to lick a certain 
stone. TIe would not drink any water, bu~ I always ld my cook 
throw fI quantity of water over the leaves beforo feeding him. 

The Malays cakh tho kambing utan · in nooses made of strong 
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fibre; the flesh is eaten by them, and said to be superior to tllat 
of the domesticated species. 

Every Monday is market at Lolo. Tho market was hold not 200 
yards from my house, and I always attended with my cook to buy 
provisions. Rice was plentiful at the market, but fowls were scarce 
and very dear. The dealers were mostly women, and a more ugly 
set of Eve's dsughters I don't think I ever saw in my life. 'l'he 
majority of them had large wens in the neck, resembling the throat 
of the South American llOwling monkey. As for the men, Uwy 
were the most indolent lot I had as yet met with, evon in Sumatra. 
Even the little boys woro too lazy to look for beetles or butter­
flies for mo, though they dolighted in watehing what my men and 
I were doing. 

It puzzled me to discover what tho mon roally do to cam their 
living in Sumatra; tho only occupation I have ever seen the natives 
engaged in all over tlte highlands is looking after the coffee 
plantations. 1'0 the women is transferred all the heavy manual 
labour; they keep the rico· fields in ordOl', and get them ready for 
sowing-dirty work, in wllieh they have to work to their knees in 
mud; they also gather the rice wheu ripe, and dry it in the sun; 
they tako tho husks off-a slow operalion; and finally carry it to 
the market, to soli what they do not require for llOmc con­
sumption. A. few men are engaged in trade, and may always be· 
seen at the pMsar, where they sit under a shed ami sell eotton 
cloth, sarongs, uull razors, tobacco, &c. 

The highlands of Sumatra are very fertile, and the soil auapted 
for the growth of many valuable products. The island might bo 
another Java for the Dutch, if the natives were of a similar type 
of character to the Javanese. Were it not fOl' the pl'esSUI'(l put 
upon them by the officials, the culture even of the staple product, 
rice, would be neglected, and would yield only enough for their 
own consumption. As it is, the province of Faclang practically 
supplies the northern parts of Sumatra with rice. 

The mode of cultivation principally adopted is that of sawahs, 
. or terraces, which can be ifl'igated at pleasure by the waters run_ 
ning down from the mountains. The only work which the men 
attend to is the ploughing of the soil, which. is done by buffaloes, 
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which, when the harvos~ is over, are permitwd to graze in the · 
fields on the" stubble" which forms an abundant and excellent 
food. 

Coffee is the next product of importance. As I have already _ 
mentioned, the native cultivation is a Government monopoly. The 
natives have to deliver the produce up to the Gqvcrnmont stores 
built all over the country; these are kept by native storekeepcrs~ 
a position much coveted, as the" Pakhuysmeester" always knows 
how to weigh the coffee so that his pockets get a little lined as 
well as the Goyernment's! The coffee harvest ill 1878 was esti. 
mated at 100,000 picols. 

Cassia is cultivated at Tanar Datal' and Sourian, and nutmegs 
especially ncar Pudang and Priaman; indigo, gambier, and pepper 
are also cultivatcd. I must not omit tobacco, which in certain 
dis~ricts, especially Sinkarah and Paiecombo, is grown on a large 
scale. The plant thrives at an elovation of from 1500 to 2000 
feet, but suffieiont is not yet growu for export. Tho Government 
has of Jate yoar~ plantod ohincllOna, but with what success I do 
not know. 

The depressing fover still dung to me, and I was not able to 
get out so much as 1 wished; but Karimon and Sutton were not 
idle. On Chris~mas Day a. severo feverish attack kept me in boo 
all day, but the following morning I was well enough to receive a 
Christmas box in the shape of the head of a full_grown male tapir, 
or, as the nati,'cs call it here, 'fjipan, which Karimon had sent to 
mo from Leebo Sampir, a plaoo about eighteen miles to tho south, to 
which I had sent him for a. few days. Not having a kettle large 
enough to boil tIle head in, it was a difficult question how to get 
it rid of all fleshy matter. I found undor tho houso II. large ant's 
nest, in which I deposited the head, and in a few days it was dug 
out, scraped perfectly clean, and no wages to pay for the labour! 

Among other zoological specimens I found two of the small 
species of deer, the napu and the knnehiJ, which were not uncommon 
here. 'I'he laUer, the ];[oschus kanchil, is the smallei>t known 
species of deer, and inhabits I·he dark forests of Sumatra, whero tho 
sun does not penetrate. The sketcll, wllich is drawn from life, 

·represents the animal, one-fifth natural size, in its mvourite position 
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'l'he kanchi l is a. genus of l'umina.nts allied to the antelopes. Its 
nam.e Kanchil means" Little," and tho beautiful croature measuros 
only fifteon inches in length, :\n(l about ton in hoight. Tho body is of 
red-brown colour, a well_defined black lino running down i.he back, 
whilo inside tho legs and 00 tho belly it is white. Like tho very 
olosolyallied species, the napu, it has three white stripes on the 
breast. r he tail is from ono and a half to two inches long, white 
underneath and at the tip. TIle kanchil has. spurious hoofs. 

I have never soen this graceful animal in the forests , eithor on 
:Mount Sago or at Sidjoendjoeog, though at the latter place it is 
by no means ra~o . 'l'he natives cannot Slloot it, but the animal is 
caught in snaros. in this way tlm~c living specimens wero 

• • captured and brought to me ; but they none of them lived long, for, 
however roomy a place is built fol' them, thoy soon piue and die 
in confinement. One died tho day it was brought to mo; and as 
the small house I occupied at Sidjocndjoeng was full of bird_skins 
aud othor natural history specimens, and the air in consequence 
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not exactly so fresh and invigorating as in the forost..iJ , the Con­
Irollour was kind enough to take chal'go of tho other two in a 
spncious encl08ure undcr his house. Ono, however, died the noxt 
dny, and tl\o other lived only ten days longer. 

While lying fever_stricken onc afternoon , half asleep and half 
awnke, I was disturbed by Sutton sllollting, " UiIK gadan, toewan " 
(Big snake, sil'); so I hurried out and Saw tho unwelcome guest, 
which was of Ito venomous species, under the house. Half a dozen 
Malays wcro \ooking on, bllt they wore nfmid to do anything, and 
would only remain as spcoto.tors, whilo Sutton and myself set to 
work to captul'C the brute. 'fhis was no easy matter, for he was 
vcry agile ; but after some little t rouble Sutton caught him by 
tllO head, with a Doose fastened to tho end of a long bamboo. 
Thus sooured, he was hauled out in triumph, coiling his body in 
vain attempt.s to break the noose. 'I'he second operation, of 
getting him into the. t in of spirits, was even more difficult. No 
Booner had the reptile tasted the spir it than 'he used every effort. 
to get out, splaslling the spirit as he writhed his body into every 
conceivable contortion, and succeeding half a dOllCn times in 
getting entirely out of the tin, At last he was securely imprisoned, 
and on making an incision in tho 'belly to allow tho spirits froo 
acooss to tho inside, I found tho snake had only just swallowed 
his last mcal-a rat, 

'l'his was almost my last acquisition here, On the 18th J anuary 
I bade farowell to Lolo and returned vid Allahan PRndjang and 
Kotta Anan to Solok. The women were busy in tho fields sowing 
tho rice, and hore and thero Ii team of buffaloes 01' zebus lazily 
dragged the plough across the easily worked ground. From Solok 
I ultimately ,went to Pauang Pandjang, and from there again 
visited the romantio distriot of Ajer Mantjocr. 

I ]lad somo two months previously engaged Sinoll, the famous 
hunter whom I had soon hero beforo \Vith Professor Booeari, and 
on arriving lit .Ajel' Mantjocl' I inquirod what succcss ho had had 
in collecting specimells for me, Ho replied tha~ 110 had been 
unable to go out shooting, in eonsequenco of injuries ho had reo 
ceived from a wounded tiger. 0 11e day when hunting he bn.d 
met a hugo tigor in tho jungle, and llad lodged no loss than six 
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baits in him, ihe last Olle bl·inging the noble animal to the ground 
with a tremendous howl. Sinon conc\udad tho ti~l" was dead, 
lind approached to skin him, when thc animlll ill Ilis death-agony 
got up and furiously attaoked llim, biting him severely in his 
right arm, and lacernting his shoulder in a frightful manner with 
his olaws. Sinen managed to got away, and, although weak from 
1088 of blood. s!l~edod in getting to his homo. His motilcr 
and brotllCr dressed his wounds on UIO arm, but those on tho 
shoulUer were of so sm·ious a natum that they wero obliged to send 
the wounded man at onOe to tho nearest Ilospita l, the Sanatorium 
at Kn.joo 'l'anoem, whore tho doctor sc\\:cd up 1110 wounds; but 
he had been incapacitated ovcr since. Theroupon ho barcd his 
arm, and showed me tho marks of tho terriblo wonnds 1m had 
recciv<',d. 

'f o look at, Sinen was tho last person in tho world you could 
expect to find tiger hunting. 'l'he portrait in the annexed wood­
cut, from a photogmph taken at Padang dnring my last stay in 
tho town, is an admirablo likeness of this local celebrity. His 
face, with its broad forehead and beautiful, mild, expressive eyes, 
is really handsome; it has a rathcr sad expression , and quite a 
feminino appearance, with wllich the tone of voiao entirely har­
monizes. His long hair, wllicil is inclined to curl, is carefully 
concealed in a shawl, which he wears over his head like a hood. 
Instead o~ trousers he WOOI"S a woman's sarong. lilstened l"Qund his 
waist with a bolt. 'L'his peculiar dress- adds to tbe general re_ 
semblance to a womon; ill fact it was long before I could bring· 
myself to believe that Sinon was not a woma.n, lllid I do not know 
whether I received with greater incredulity or fa.ith the statement 
which was afterwards made to me that · Sinen is an ·hermaphro_ 
dite. This as~rtion was repeated to ma again and again by 
different pcrsons in the neighbourhood, and I have litt le doubt 

• 
that it is corroct. Sinen's anns arc very muscular, and he is 
possossed altogether of groat bodily strength, being noted for 
hi.s courage and power of enduranec. 

In manners h() was calm and clignified, but exceedingly shy, and 
it was not till we had bcen associated together for sevel·al wooks 
\U mu·tualJy co~genial ~tcrJlri8Cs that he threw off his rescn·e 
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and became quitQ at ease wiUI me. He was polite, thoughtful , and 
eminently trustworthy; alld when I was attacked with fever for a 
few days he nursed mo with the greatest care and tenderness. I 
have Devor como across a better and more faithful servant tl18D 
Sinen, and I am convinced that a more gcrl1ino and honest Malay 

• 
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could not be found throughout the length and breadth of tile 
archipelago. 

Sinen's fame liS a tiger_hunter was known far and wide. About 
three weeks after my arrival at Ajar Mantjocr a messenger 
came from Kajoo Tanocm, six miles off, saying t1lat a tiger had 
boon killing two buffaloes, and OCggillg Sinen to go and kill the 
brute. Sinon quietly Il skcu pOl'mission to go, wllieh was readily 
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accorded to him. Ouo would have thought he IJad had enough of 
tiger-hunting for a time, after his recent narrow escape, hut Iw 
went off as calmly as if he had received an invitation to join in a 
pigeon_shooting match, and three d,'l.ys afterwards he re!urncd, 
carrying tho head of a magnificent fcmalo tiger on his heacl, and 
followed by a crowd of mon and hoys, shouting" Mat jam I mat. 
jam I " (Tiger! tiger I) 

Sinen laid his trophy at my fect, and thon sat down by tho side 
of it and told me the history of his expedition. When he camo to 
the place wllere the buffaloes were graz;ing wllieh had been tllO 
object of the polite attentions of the tiger, he built a rude shed, 
in which he watched from dusk to dawn. For two nights the 
royal beast did not make its appearance, but on the third Sinen 
saw it creeping slowly and cautiously through thojunglo directly 
towards his hut, Two bullets brought her dead to tIle ground . 
This made tho fourteenth tiger that Sinen had killed single_ 
handed. He had taken tho skin to the Controlleur at Kajoe 
Tanoem, in order to reeeivo the Government rewarrl of thirty 
guilders (2l. lOs.). 

• A few days later another messenger came from the sarno placc, 
to say that another tiger was in tho neighbourhood, and had killed 
a bulf:,!-lo. Again Sinen went in search of the game, hut returned 
empty-handed, the tiger haviug left tIle neighbourhood. 

Meanwhile the more prosaic work of collccting such smaller 
pNJy as birds, tbe lesser mammalia, reptiles, and insects wcnt on 
apace. Sinen one day brought in au albino variety of tllO sia­
mang, which was vcry rare. Troops of boys daily brought me 
beetles, grasshoppers, and butterflies in endless abundance and 
variety, and now and then one or two of tho wondcrful mormolycc 
-that curious ~attencd insect, with an oval body as largo as a 
penny, but as thin as a piece of paper-so thin indeed that it was 
sometimes difficult to conceive that it was endowed with life, and 
able apparently to creep betwecn the pages Of a closed book with_ 
out difficulty. . 

I also had tho assistance of Sinen's brother, Kajuhan, whom 1 
had discharged at Sidjoendjocng; he came to mc, howover, and 
hegged mo to re·engage him, so I did so, paying Ilim by resul t.~, 
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being anxIOus to get as many rat'O specimens as possible from 
this favourable locality. 

But Diana was not to have the field all to herself. Venus and 
ller attendant Cupid came on the scene, personified by a pretty 
young Malay woman, with a young child, to whom, amid tl\O 
pleasures am} perils of tllC chase and its attendant duties, Sutton 
found time to pay his addressos. _ 'fhe fair charmer was already 
the wife of another man, by wllOm she had had a child; but her 
huslJaud had left her for two months, and according to the local 
oustoms or laws she would be able to marry again if her faithless 
spouse was absent for three months altogether. Sutton himself 
had already twice become a widower, or a divorce, after this easy 
fashion. Before we had been at .Ajer Mantjoer a month he confided 
to me the secrct tbat if aU went well, i.e. if Siumeu's husband 
did not turn up witl,in the stipulated period of three months, they 
had agreed to- find solace for each other's bereavement in 
matrimony. 

So, on the 18th March, the amorous bird-skinner came and 
asked me for an a~vancc of twenty guilders, saying the wedding 
was to come off that evening, and inviting me to the ceremony. 
With part of the money he purellased a nice petticoat for his bride, 
and the remainder went towards paying for a slaamat. 'fhe houso 
where the wed4ing was to take place was just across tIle road, and 
in the evening abOut seven I went over, to find Sutt-On, his brother, 
and four :Malays all seated cross-legged on tho floor, while a. priest 
stood by ready to tio tho nuptial knot. He was a most curiou6-
looking old man, with a romarkably loug "beard" for a :Malay, 
composed of perhaps. a dozen hairs at the utmost, projeoting from -
the point of his chin, and hanging downward in tho form of the 
letter S. . 

Having asked for his fee beforehand, on the amount of whicll 
depended tho longt,h of his prayers, 110 uttored a series of invoca_ 
tions, standing with clesed eyes and upraised hands,. while the 
bridogroom and his five" supporters" sat at his feet. Sutton was 
very quiet and bashful all tho time: but where was the bride, that 
most necessary and interesting member of the wedding party? 
She was shut up in the ta.mpat tiM,!,", or bcilstead, whicll stooil at 
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ono side of the room, enolosed for t]w ocoasioll with a white cloth 
with a. gAy_coloured border at the top, from which woro fcstooned 
loops of red, blue, and white fri,"!ge, with large tassels and balls of 
tho same colours. 'l'hcsc ornaments arc always suspended to tho 
bedstead of a nowly married Malay, being hirod for the occasion. 
'l'bey remain there for a month, i.e. during tllO "honoymoon," 
when they are removed. Such a bedstead with its bridal trapping!! 
is sllOwn in Plat-e 30. 

Sweetmeats and tea wore presently handed round, but the fair 
if frail Mrs. Sutton did not put in appearance. I had, however, 
the pleasuro of taking her portrait the no~t day, in all the glory of 
bridal array. This was a great privilege, for I had had groat 
difficulty in inducing the ladies of other households to allow me 
to sketch them. Through· tb.!l intervention of, Mr. Maarsevecn 
I obtaiued leave to sketch a pretty young woman at Sidjocndjocng 
with her infant. 'She sat with a nervous feeling, and two days 
later her child foll ill with convulsions, while a companion, who 
favoured me with a sitting on the following day, had a pre­
mat,u,'f:l confin~ment. Both tl'ese mishaps were attributed to mo. 

The marriag'c' tie is not held very sacred among Malays, as is 
shown by the case with which it is dissolved. Tho early age at 
which it is contracted is an obstacle to any real affcct:ion between 
married couples; for girls to be wives at fourteen is a common 
occurrcnce; indeed that age may be put down as the average 
age of first marriages. The girls are tllCn frequently good-looking, 
but hard work and the cares of maternity soon stamp their faces 
with the marks of age, and spoil their figures, and then tIle Malay 
husband forsakes his wife-if, indeed, ho keeps her so long. As 
long as his affection lasts he guards her jealously, and is generally 
content with one wife in tho same village, wi~ely keeping his 
establishments separate, for fear of q~arrels! Marriage, in fact, is 
a pure matt-er of £ s. d. If a young woman gets separated from 
one husband she soon finds another, who gains her affections by a 
plentiful supply of jewellery and new clothes. 

And so it was with Mrs. Sutton; before she llad enjoyed her 
new title six weeks a coolness sprang up between ·her and her 
husband. I inquired tho reason, and she naivcly eonfessed that 
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her husband had no more fupees to givo her, and so she did not 
care for him any longer! 

Although the girls are thus treated as chattels, to be bought 
und sold, to be taken up and forsaken at will, the natives ap_ 
preciato the advantage of education among the boys, which the 
Dutch afO promoting in every possible way. According to Dr. 
Hollander, in his" Land en Volkenkunde van NfXkrlanMch Oos/­
Indie," there were already, some twenty years ago, twenty 
lmtive schools in tho higl\lands, tho pupils being mostly sons of 
chiefs and well-to-do lIalays. Now, native schools afO to be 
found in every village of any import-ance, to which the parents take 
great pride in sending their SODS. I visited the native school at 
Padang Pandjang twice. All the arrangements were perfect, and 
the boys exceedingly well behaved, better so perhaps than in a 
European school. They weTC all being taught to write "Malay, in 
D utch as well as in Arabic characters, and some specimens of 
handwriting I saw were beautiful. The boys were, however, slow 
at arithmetic. 

To get his sons in the college at Boekit Tingih is t·he .. I ... !>itioll 
of eyery Malay father. The students have to pass an examination 
before being admitted, but then they reccive a money reward if 
successful, and a good education snperior to that whioh oan be 
obtained elsewhere. 'Vhon thoy have finished thc course there, they 
are looked upon as very lcarned, aUll bcgin their career in life as 
writers or copying clerks in tho office of an Assistant Resident, first 
as ·volunteers, and aiterwards as paid officials, eventually rising 
to the office of coffee·store keeper, or native officer of justice, or 
to some similar position. 

I was Yery loth to leave this hunter's paradise, especially as I had" 
the good fortune to meot with another European~Mr. Edwin Sachs 
- bound on an elTand similar to my own. Such a born butter.fly. 
catcher as Edwin Sachs I never saw. No butterfly seemed to be 
able to fly too lligh, or too low, or too quickly, for him . If ho 
saw a specimen, and set his hcart on oatohi))g it; that butterfly's 
fate was scaled. He also was possessed of a most remarkahle 
faculty for engaging the att-cntion and affection of animals. 
Among my captives was a young bat, which accepted wif.h a bad 



lIfy lJfmagel'tC. 3'7 
• 

grace any familiflrities on my part. But the sound of Mr. Sachs' 
voice, Ilis very footfall, was sufficient to attract the creature's 
attention, and with l1im it was as tame as a kitten. 

My menagerie also included a fine binturong, "Jack" by name, 
which quickly became quite docile; somo of tho favourite Malay 
ground-doves; a white musang (Parad=ra), which was a great 
rarity; and three parrots from the Moluccas, amongst wIdcb was 
a red lory, the admiration of overy one from. its affectionate dis­
position and its cl(lVornoss in talking. Unfortunately the only 
language it was well vorsed in was the Boegis tongue. 

At last, with many reiNts, I quitted Ajer Mantjoer, with its 
waterfall, its glorious wooded hills, its romantic vales, Jeaving 
for Padang, in company with faithful Sinen, on the 12th May. 
Altogether, in three months and a balf I had cellected at Ajer 
Mantjoer 321· bird.skins, 24 mammalia, and ;')75 lepidoptera find 
neuroptera, besides a great number of serpents, li;.:ards, alld frogs. 
The whole of these specimens, as well as those I had gathored at 
Lolo and Ajer Angat, were so mueh labour lost. 'rhey woro 
wrecked in the Red Sea on the voyage to England, and utterly 
destroyod. '1'ho principal general results are shown in the 
Appendix. 

My lil'e animals and birds were more fortunate, though these 
did not altogether escape disast.cr. Leaving Padang for Batavia, 
on the 2nd June, 1879, I went to the Dierentuin or Zoological 
Gardens at the latt,er place, intending to deposit ' the animals 
there; but on the way thither the musang broke loose, and I 
never saw it again. All that I could gatber later on concern­
ing its eareOl' was that it had been amongst the fowls belong­
ing to the Java Hotel, killing some of the birds and robbing their 
nests. The grea~er pal't of my living collection, however, I ulti_ 
mately suecceded in bring:ing to Europe, on my return, ten months 
aftel'wa.rds, from my expedition among the Head-Hunters of 
110rneo, 
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-
THE DYAK ARROW POISOK. 

THE publication of this book has been delayed several months in the hopo 
that experiments would have heen underw.ken by .. compct.ent physiologist, 
with .. view to ascertaining tim action of the Dysk arrow poison rofel'rCd to 
in tho body of this work, and thut the l'<)suitll of those experiments might 
have been published in an Appendix. Owing, however, to the" obstruction" 
which the Viviscetion Act places in the way of scionti6c reseal'Ch involving 
Mpol'imonts even of the most painless kind with living .. nimsls, it has been 
found impossible to mako nny investigations inlo this important subject. 
Throe eminent physiologists and chemists have found theDlS<ilves preclucled by 
the operation of tho Vivisection Act, as ndminiskrcd in acc()ruaooo with the 
views of an unscientific and fanatical faction, from undortaking tho smallest 
experiments whieh would throw any light on tho n .. turo and """tion of the 
DY"K arrOw poison, and lead to the discovery of a possiblo ant idote. Pro­
fessor 'f. R. Fraser, F .R.S., Professor of Physiology nt Bdinburgh Univorsity 
-than whom thm-o docs not ru:ist a man less open to a c!largo of inflictiug 
unnecessary ])"in- .. t last a.pplied for the" licence" which is ne.:esMry boforo 
a ~ci~ntific man can pricK" vertobnto animal with a pin in tho cause of 
soience and the avoidance of hnman "uffering; bnt "ner considornblo delay 
the licence was refused to him. It hilS boon consequently impossiblo to 
obtain any information on t.he important questions hmv far the arrow poison 
is ratal, or likely to be injurious, to hnman beings, and wheth",' an antidoto is 
to be fonnd . 

TIlis, nnfortunaooly, is by no meanS tho only instance, thongh it is ono of 
tho most striking ~xaml'les, of the arbitrary «,rusal of the only k gal m()/\ns 
of making phyaiological rfsMrcb,es of tho kind. It is hardly wiLhin the 
prov;nco of this hook to discuss the gonoral question of tho necessity foc 
vivisectiou car" ied on by skilled operators, but the nspect which the matter 
has a.ssumed under tbo particular circumstances referred to is &I striking a.~ 
to justify a lengthencd refereuce to the facts of the case: Dr. Fraser him_ 
self, in his address before tho rooent Medical Congress as pI'('sident of tho 
Section on Pharmacology and Mataris :Medica, drew particular attention to tho 
subjoot. After refolTing to soveral OOlIeS in which investigators to whom the 
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necessary licence had been grantodhad been Msailed with unbridled ;nvecti~c 
for performing experiments On living animah, and to some recent instsuC\>. 
of tho refusal of a liccnco where the objects were of tbe highest interest, and 
in whioh tho importancc of thc result could not he predicted, Dr. Fraser 
snys :-

"I do not make tl,i~ statement unad~isedly . Tho insta,nccg are within my 
owu knowledge, and in one of them I hllve tht! hest of reasons for knowing 
the facts, as only the other day I experienced the mortification of being refu!led 
a lioonce, In this case, permission was requested fo r performing a few 
experiments On rabbits and f""ga with 1\ reputed poi sou used by tbe native.. 
of Borneo to anoint thoir arrows. If tlti s bo an active snbstance it is impessiblo 
to predict what advantages migbt be gained from its uso in the treatment 
of dise:\$o; but, !l.(XIrt from this, it is surely important to discover in the 
in terc~t of travellers whether it relllly possesses toxic properties, and, if it 
does possess such propcrtics, what llre their characteristics, and wbat is the 
best method of counterllcting its effects, I am obliged to conclnde, bowever, 
tbat those who are now lluthorized to decide such questions for uS entmtaina 
dilfcrm!; opinion, and oonsider that these objects and the intorests of science are 
insn fficient to ju~tify the most trivial infliction of pain upon rabbits lind frogs. 
~'hat the infliction of pllin would be only trivial will, I think, be apparent 
wben I state that the only operlltion for whicb permission wsa requested w"", 
the subcutaneous injection of the poison; for the question of the possible 
inAiction of pnin by the nction of the supposed poison does not arise, M the 
substance might, without any infringement; of tho Act, be placed in the 
stomach or in contact with any absorbent surface, provided no wouno "1M 
inDicted, The absurd position has now boon nssumed by the Slaw that an 
operation implying merely sucb a wound as can be produced by a needle_point 
is not jnst;ifiable J;O long as it is performed for thepnrpose of acquiring know_ 
ledge and ;n the hopo of benefiting the human race. 

"'1'0 US the matter beaT'S II mo.t serions aspect. To us it is as clear as the 
light of day that tbo action of remedies oannot be ascortained othorwise 
than by experiments on the lower animals, If this method of rescarcb be 
donied to us, what meansaro we to adopt for increasing the resources of Our 
art? TIow are the rich treasures which tho enterprise of travellers and tbe 
nc"er~ccasing discoveries of chemists place at our disposal W be applied, as 
hitherto thoy havo in iIO mllny instances boon most beneficilllly applied, to 
tI,e tres~ment of dise3.!!e? TIow lire "In todiscovCl' antidotes to tho poisonous 
action of toxic IIgents? Experiments On nmn with aubstanccs rOgllrding 
whoso propertics)to knowledge exists will ovcr bo repugoant to medical 
8ciencc; and on that account, as well M hecause of their entire insufficiency, 
they c.~nnot be adopted as substitutes for experimonts On tho lowor 
animals ," 

'fhe un ... tisrnctory stato of things thus brought about by tho Vi"isoction 
Ad as at present administered is the less to be tolorated whon it is remom­
bered tbat the VCl'y poison w hicb a ok.illcd physiologist is thus debarred from 
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• 
investigating for, scienWic pU1'poscs m~y be usod by nny person, scientifi<: or 
unscicntific, licensed Or unlicensed, for tho purposo of taking th(l life of nn 
"Dimal, provided his objec~ is merely to kill, uud not to seek .. meanS or 
prese,'ving life. 

'I'hat tho Dyak .. rrow-poison is fatal to the smnller m .. mmalia and to 
birds is verified by tbe observations of the author of this book. 'fhat 
wounds inflioted by an srrow anoinred with this poison maoy result in the 
loss of valuable lives, may be inforred from the aualagouscaso of the death­
to quote the most recent notable example-of Commodore Goodenough in 
the South Seas; for tho projected Mtended coloni.ation of Bornco by 
Europeans may easily ICM to conflicts with Dyab, in which poisonod arrows 
.nay playa prominent part. .And all this time our a<:quainbnco with the naturo 
of this poison is pr(l.Ctically nil, and is likely to remain so as long as the 
Vivisection Act is mnde so formidable an obstacle in the way of research. 

In 1861. Dr. P . M. Braidwood receivcd from Prof. Du. Bois_lwymond, in 
BerliD, a !"inute quantity of nrrow poison from Borneo, which he called 
Dajaksch, and which hlld been br()ught to Europe by a doctor who had bomn 
in tha~ isla.nd. Dr. Bmidw()od's experiments with this specimen wero made 
in the pre-()bstructi()n days; but tho quantity of msrerial with which he had 
to work was so limited that his ohservations (w],ich arc recorded in the 
Edinb"rgh Medical Journal, August, 1864)' esmblish<Xl nothing boyond the 
fad that tho poison, when injected benea.th the skin of a rabbit, was fatal, 

"The first noticeable ovidenoo of the working of the poison," he wrires, 
"when administered subcumneously, is rnstlessness and signs of irritatiou. 
'l'hcso reflex movements .. r<l not those resnlting from e"ccssive pain, hut 
resemble such as aI'll produced by .. mild local irritant. This is followed by 
a state oflangnor-the anim&J lying perfectly sLill and the respiration being 
slow but not labonred .•. . This condition is interrupted by several fi t<! of 
couvulsion .. , which increase in intensity from time to time . . By degrees 
paralysiS .. . sets in .. . . L""tl y, the respiration is noticed to become heaving 
and irregnlar." 

Dr. Brllidwood'g conclusion is that tho poison produ<:es death by pa .... lysis 
of tho heart; but, owing to the small !l.mount of poison !l.t his disposal, his 
"<)Searches were incomplete. lie adds, ".A. very important clement wan ting 
in the .. bove skeoch is II prefatory notice respecting the natnrnl history of this 
interesting poison: bnt this is not as yet attainable, the poison being com. 
par!l.tively, if nct qhite, nOw. 'rho peculiar action of dajaksch on the heart 
may well reca.i1 the well-known Java arrow poison, Upas .Anthi!l.r. Bnt thes<> 
two poisons, though perhaps allied in their natural history, differ in othcr 
respe<:lB from one another. Upas Anthiar is properly a Java poison, nnd, if 
met with in Bornoo, itis only found and used there toa slight exrent; whereas 
dajaksch is the name of a well_known n .. l ive tribe in Bornoo. In chemical 
characters theso poisons show themselves sls() not to be One aud the Same. 
LlI8tly, these poisons SCOrn to differ from one auother in the physiological 
uffccts thoy produce cn tho animal organism. For, as Prof. Kiilliker, of , 
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Wfinhurg, sIeler] as the rcsu l ~ of his invcstigatWIl.l in . paper road Wore 
tho Medical Society .. ! Wiinburg in 1%7, Upas AntLi.r produces parulysia 
of tllO heart by acting directly on it.< mUIICular fib~; wh<lreas daj .. kach 
prodUOO8 cardi.o.c paraly.i. by II(lt ing on tho sympathetic ga.oglia. of tho 
hClII't." 

'1'110 apocimcn of poison oxaminod by Dr. Braidwood was "stlllo;" it w all 

in tho Corm of I'll cxtract, wound round a small pioq of 8tiek: and dried 
thereoll, and it ill described 118 fragile, lind of a dnrk iron.groy cowu •. 
Who .. Iltwly pulverized it was partly soluble in water, and thou emi~tod au 
odour I'C5Cmbling U organic mat.t<:r dceaying in a moist p1o.cc." 

It is more than probable from th'" dCIIICl'iption th&t tho poison was of .. 
difforont character from U>a.t made by the Ot\l.ng Poolla", as dEmCribed in the 
body of thi, book, and tho failure to obtsin accurate lICientifio observation of 
tho 1lI0>1t recont specimen of Dy&k arrow poi~()n brought to Europe is 
conscquontly the more t.o be regretLed. 

c. E. F • 

• 

• 
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-
LIST OF LAND AND FRESHWATER SHELLS COLLEC'l'ED IN 

SUMA'I'lt.6. AND 13OlWEO, WI'l'H DESCRIPTIONS 01<' NEW 
SPECIES. 

(ProparcdjlH" lhe Zoological SocW£y, by CAJ(~ BOCK.) 

TilE spMimons wet"<) collecwd in the highlands of Padang, Sumatra, and in 
thQ eastem· a.nd aouthern portiQllil of Born"". 

In determining thQ species, nnd comparing the specim(mswitb thoao in the 
Bdtish :t.[uscnm, I have to acknowledge the assistanoo received ft"<)m Mr. 
Edgar Smith. 

I have nQt ventured to ma.ke out the species of so difficult a form as 
.illd«nia, but h .. w, forwarded my specimens fQr determination to Dr. A. Brot, 
of Geneva, who is thQ highest a.uthori~y On this kind of freshwater .holla. 

I._ LAND SHELI.S COLLECTED IN SUMATRA. 

H~LICID"". 

Nanina, Gray. 

1. Nan. (Ariophanta) jovtata, Pfr. Of this finc sinistral H.liJJ I fonnd two 
adult livo shens at Sidjoondjoong. 

2. Nan. (I1""'ip~ta) densa, var. Ad. and Reeve. 
Nan. (lJemip~la) Soh!tmacJ,,,,iana, Prr. 'I'hree specimens at Mount 

S..go and Sidj<.>endj<.>eng. Mr. Wallace found this species in Dorneo. 

3. JJeli" (Oanuell""l tomcn!08a, Pfr. Only two specimens found , OnO adnlt 
at Sidj<.>endj<.>eng. 

• 

4. Nan. (XC"ta) malMro .... , PEr. This brittle shell I found very a.bundant 
in the coffee pl"ntatioM at P" io. 

6. Helill: (Pleototropio) 8umatrana, VIIJ". Martens. At Ajcr Mantjoer­
scarce. 

6. Heli:e (Nanina) grana"';a, sp. nov. 
Shell thin, sinistral, conical, depressed, of an olivo-brown colour, becoming 

, 2 
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pinkish grey"-~ the apex; narr(>wly umbilicawtl ; wh(>d~ six, (>blique arcuate; 
aculptured with line~ of grow~h, and conceutric finely granular strioo, pro­
ducing a shngrcened appearance, especially on tho I""t whorl, which ig also 
considerably wrinkled and ' bea.rs .. somcwhn~ raised ridgo Or keel a~ the 
periphery, which, however, does not produce an angle, not descending in 
front. 'Whorls of the spire only" little cO~lYe,,; the lallt, large, rather 
ventriC080. Spiro shorUy conical, with the npox obtuse. 

Aperture large, hroadly obliquely lunate, of a aoinewhat mauve tint 
,vithin. Perisloomc thin, simple, only very shortly expanded ovor the 
umbilicus. 

Greatest diamewr forty millims. ; height thirty-one millirns. 
Hab. Mount Sago, at an elovation of 2000 foot. Only one specimen found, 

in a decayed trnnk. Liko the rcst· of Na-.ti>l.ll. I found in SUDlat ra and ilorneo, 
this is also sinist,.,.\. 

7. H6lix (Naniw.) maar8coaeni, sp. n("'. 
Shell perforoto, sin istral, depressly trochiform, thick; of a light_brown 

horn colour, somewhat paler round the umbilicated region. Spiro conical, 
depresscd, with the apex obtusc. Whorls sove", sculptured with feebly 
granulawd, obliquely arcnate, lines of' growth, and iner"".ing slowly ; las~ 
whorl with a very acut,; pale kcd about the middle, below th,; carina somo­
what concave then convex, sculptured like the upper surface, tho line<! being 
rather flexnous. 

Aperture oblique, angalarly lanak Poriswme thick, opper margin above 
the keel sllort, oblique rectilinear, the basal margin ,·ery arcn,.to, towards 
perforation "omowhat expanded. 

Greatest diameter thirty-three millims. ; axis fourteen millim3, 
Hab: Sidjoondjoeng. I have assoeiated tho namO of Mr. M,.,,.,rscveeu, thc 

A.sistant Resident at Sidjoendjoong, with this shell, of which I found only 
throo specimens. 

A near al ly in form and colour is tho If. k"!1011is, Pfr., from Labuan; but 
the H . ",aarseucni ha$ a·n extra whorl, is umbilicated, and the ~pire is cOn­
siderably les$ elevated, and tbe gronular sculpture in hU{jOllu is much stronger. 
'rhe IT. maars .. 'eeni comes much nearor the lIeli", ",indaim"i., found by mO 
in Borneo, but that has only six whorls. 

8. Helix .. milkU, ap. nov. 
Shell thin, orbicular, nmbilicated, flatly dopres.ed; "~mi-to."ansp"rent, of ... 

greyish-wlriw colour, coverer! with a thin epidermis of !l.ligh~ horll colour; 
Epira flatroucd . WhOl-\s four, flattish, sculptured with flne lines of growth, 
the last slightly dCllcending at the mouth, broad, with a strongly_ma,·ked 
obtuse keel and a broad, distinct groovo above; below convox, obtusely 
ridged round the deep umbilicus. 

Aperture hlTge, suhquadrangular oblique. Pcrisloom<.l thio; ouwr margin 
expanded, reflcxed, especial ly in tho umbili<Ja1 region. 

Grcatc:;t diamewr twenty-one millim$. ; heigH eight millims. 
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lIa/,. Paio, Surnllt,.,,; ~wo sped men. founu. 
The Helia: $milhii ;s neady allied W II. CMCIU, prr., from Sin.m; bllt tho 

latLer diffors in h~"ing a lass Mnto keel Oil tbo last who,l, which uoscends 
oonsiuemhly, whilo tho peri.wmo is almost continuous aud O'f:lte. 

I havo as$OciIlLeU' with this shell tho name of :Mr. Edg"r. Smi~h, the 
distinguished conchologist at the Brit ish Museum. 

9. Helice (Gectrochu8) ruf()-filosa, sp. nov. 
She1l81'orUy conical, nn.rrOlVly umbilicawu, thin; somi. tmnsparen~, of a 

greyish or horn COlour; sometimos with II thread-like red lino, bordering the 
sutures and encircling the last whorl nt the periphery. Spire with rootilincar 
outlines, converging "t nu angle or .. bout thirty dogreos, rather obtuso ,,~ ~ho 
apox. Whorls "c,'en, very obliquely ~tciated, .Iowly increasing, keeled 
bcneath imrnedillwly above the suture; threo or four uppennOlit rather more 
convex th"n tho~o beneath, which are bu ~ slightly SO; last volution acutely 
carinn.te ut the middlc, and convoxly lia.tteuoo bencatb. 

Aperturo ijmall, oblique. Peristome thin, outer margin above the ked 
scarcely expauded, beueath it feobly thiekeaetl aau narrowly reHoxetl, in the 
umbilical region mOre expanded, and partly concealing tho perforation. 

Leugtb from ten to deven millima.; greak~t diameter of baso also ton 
to cleven mil1im~. 

Hub. The forest at Paio, 1;;00 foot above tho sea; only ~ix specimens found 
-rarc. 

1 O. JIclica.';@ $Um"trcn~is, Schepm. 
llub. Paio, very rare. 

SrO::<OOVEA. 

11. B"limU$ puWcn8i., sp. nOv. 
Shell elongaLe, subulate, imperforaw, of a dir~y-groyish white colonr, 

covered with II wrncwhat <lecidllon.~ aDd coa .... ish olive epiucl·mi. . 'Whorls 
tweh'e, upical ones obtuse, gloe~y, vitreous; these and the fow succeeding 
rather COnvex and slowly enlarging; tbe five last proportionlllly louger and 
Satter, increa.ting more in length than breadth, and sepfl.mLed by II ",thor 
oblique deepish snture. Sculpture con. isis of coarsish, oblique, floxuous, 
indistinctly subgranosc, raised line. of iucrmuont·. 

Aporturo dongate, subpyriform, ucute above, occupying ruther more tban 
ono-fifth or tho entire length of the shell. Outer lip (viowed lalemUy) 
oblique, " liWo excurved nMI" tho suture, Bimple, thin . Columella whitish, 
sligbtly arcnd.." and thickened, oppressed to the whorl, c(lnnecLed with tho 
cxtremity of the labrum by a very thin caHOliity. 
Lcng~h forty millims., diameter seven and a hlllf m,Wms.; aperturo nino 

millim~. long, and three miHims. broad. 
Hal>. Paio, Sumatra, 1;;00 feet above tho sea. 
'!'he animal is of II yeHow colour; has a sbort foot, and carries its ~bell III 

an oblique position. 



3" Appendix. 

I never m~ with this intel'(lBtiog apecies in aoy other ,pot in the high_ 
land.; and eVen at Paio it appcan 00 be rare, for aft.cr cl"'G seareb I found 
hot fo!utcen .pooimoM in all 

12. D!<li.nm (Amphidromu4) adam"':i, Reeve. 
ITa/;. S idjoondjocng, Paio, &0. 

13. ViJrinli h'Jaka, ap. nov. 
• 

Shell depressl] glQboo!e, ... benri form; olive-bro""n,g!oa.y, sculptured with 
very fino linC:8 of growth a.nd micl'OllCopic spiral ,trial. Spire small, palo, 
hardly rai'ed above tho bat whorl VQlut.ions '''''0 to three, depressl}' 
marginod at the suture, last very large. 

Aporture very large, Hubhor;~ontal or only a littlo obliq\l6, lunar rounded. 
Outer lip, $OOD from above, roobl}' incuI"Vcd ncar !.he 'IItUI'(!; the somewhat 
o:(onfved columellar margin of tho poriswmo thiu, mombranous. 

Gr<)Il,tcst diameter twenty mimms. 
Hal;. Ajcr Angst, near Kori nthji. Thill speciCll ;. darker in colour than 

mOlt oUlon of this genu., but somowhat ligh ter Utan the TMmanian V. 
_illi9all" 

14. Ol<>ruilia. umairalla, Yartcu 
rralJ. Common in the coffee plantations at Pa.io. 

C YCI.OIl'tOIoI !CEA. 

I II, Pupina .tIIptrba, Pf.. I collcctod three gpecimoos at Paio. 

CYCLOPllOI1J$, Montf. 

JO. Sect ion My:ro.toma, planorbulu, Lam. I n the dclUO for-ests d Sid · 
jaendjoeng, with the !lid Qf !IOII\O """"lS, I BOOUred !lOme fin,. specimen" all 
li.ing, with Opel'Cnla.. Theyal'O ram, and require a cJQR search amongst 
the dOrA,.ed leavea and in tho damp !IOiL Thoy vary considerably in gille. 

17. Oycwp/"",," ~imit.." MOIlSlon. Of this glorious aholl, tho pride of th(\ 
Sumatran forests, I sncceeded in collecting somo sixty specimen8 at Sidjoond­
joeng. I fint fonnd dead sholl. in tho immen~e fomlts there protty common, 
and, being determined to exhaust the plaet! of live ODOI all much M po!Il!ible, 
I put " number ofnalive\l to work every day, 10 pull down the decayW trees 
that ~re fiHod with earthy matt(lr, also to look amongst tho m"ves of dead 
leave!! on the ground. Tho fonnor, especially, seemed w.bo their favourite 
rosorl. W e 9uceceded in finding from t .. o 10 three Ii..., perfect specimeru 
evory day ; bnt when I lookod over the .. hole colloction, ovor finy per cont. 
were dead, wbito specimens with hardly any colour at all ; thirty per cent. 
were ,h~ll s in varioDs ste.gca of growth, but withon! It. lip, and in mOil! CI\.SO!J 

the lut whorl near iJ>e ,nouth hnd been brokCll &nd rejl<lirod; twenty per coo.t. 
wuo fine Full-grown examplCfl .. ith the bronzYlhining epidermiIJ complete. 

Jl~h. Mount Sago and Sidjoendjoeng. 



Appmdix. 3'7 

Otl(l lpooimcn near Silago. 000 nt Soengci Aboe. t\?O nenr },[oeara Laboo. 
000 at Moun t Korinthji a~ a hoight of 1000 metres. fOllr at Looboe Gadang. 

and two at Ajer Boosook. ' . 
N.B. Tho Dllteh Somatra Expedition found 'cleven 'pOOlmens, all dead; 

th .... y woro, howover, interesting M indicatiug the loculity. nil beinS' found in 
pln~ with immeqse forost yegetution. 

18. O~clophunu WOO, Sow. Mount Sago and Sidjoondjoeng. Ra.rer than 
the fOrl'gOing specie!!. 

19. M~lomasloma " "WabMlm, Gould. I found eight specimens at Paio. 

II~FRESHWA.TEn SHELLS COLLECTED IN SUMATRA. 

'l'ho ponds are werning with many varieties of Mdania., Ampullaria, and 
Po./udino.. These I {)Quid not nlI\ko out. Tho M.lanioo.:a nnd Olea hnvo 
been dotermined by Dr. Aug. Brot of Geneva.. 

2Q. Ampullaria. a"'p"II_, Linn. All over tho highlands in natuml 
ponds, and in tho" ... wahl" or rice-fields. 

21. Paludilt3 i"'1"llriaM. Lea. Ono specimen, from Boea.. 

22. Paludina /wmiltQni. Tho specimens vnry from t.hOlle in the British 
},[u8Cum, by being mo,..., ro\mdod at the top. 

23. Pal!"li"a $,."",t,.",.,u, Dankor. Common in tho" ev. .. ahs" Or r ice­
fields nt Ilooo, and in the rive ... 

MEL . .o.sJ.ol.c&.t. . 

GonUJI Melallia, Lamlc. 

24. Melania dat"ra. Fonnd at Boca.. 

2~. " 
26. " 
2? " 
28. " ". " 
30. " 
31. " 

~"migrano,a, Buech. FOllud at Booa. alld 'funar Datur. 

lirata, Bene; qrtlna,a, id. var. 

l=jgata. Found at Boca aud TaMr Dnt.r. 

"'~' Jact Boea and TIlaar Data •. 

... "",I.-enN. Brot. 0116 young SPOOiWOD (rom Boca. 

bile""", ,po nov. 

provi$orU., sp. no"l'. Locality Boon. 

82. " bocki;, ap. nov. 
} 

The ne .. speoies of Melania .. ill be described ' by Dr. Drot in M. Crosso's 
J 01Irnai d~ Ooneh!llioWgi~. 

. 
83. Otl'"bitula graci/v, Prime. Abundant in all tho lakes in Somat .... 



especially I"ko Sinknrah. The sheH is fished in quantities, and" used for 
ma.king limo for betel chewing. 

34. U .. u, d;"'''/U8, Loa. Abundant at Boca. 

Ilr._LAND SIIELI.$ COLLECTED IN BORNEO (IN KOFJTEr, AND THE 
AlIIO"TA I AN D BAKDJ~:R~rASIN DISTRICTS). 

HELICWI!'. 

I. Nanina (RhY$$(Jla) b,"OOkei, Adams and lli!cve). I found dead specimens 
In Koetei. 'l'hc Dyab usc thorn as ornament. on the top of the lid of their 
ar row casos. Six live "pccimcn~ lit Minda; (in Amonta; distrid). It is bow­
ever rarC. KC<)ps in the decayed layer of leaves. 

2. Nanina (Xesl«) C<»I$ul, Pfr. I found two specimens at Mindai. 

3. He/'., j\[i"da;ens;s, nov. sp. 
Shell very slightly umbilic.~ted, sinist ral, oonl'O:o;1, conoid ; somi-trau~. 

parent, of .. rcdclish-hrown colonr, with a white_tipped lip. Spiro conical, 
with somewhat co"vex outlines, and the ape" obtuse. '''horls si", but 
"lightly convex, sculptured with finely granulated radiatiug striro, rogularly 
incrcasing, the last acutely kce1oo, 

Aperture obliqoe lunate , Peristomc sharp, slightly thiekellcd; upper 
margin short" obliqn"; the hasal, $Con from bencaIJ:J, rather sinous. 

Greatest diamet"r thirty millims. ; a.xis thirteen millims. 
IIab. Miudai (Amonlai district). Very abnndnnt nmongst the decaying 

leavcs in the fONst 'l'his 6pecies is of a dlll'ker colour than Helk maar­
~eveen;, has onO whorl less, has mON CQuvex outlines to the spire, is not so 
sharply keoled around tI,e last whorl, and more narrowly umbilicstod. I ts 
sculpture too is rather moro coarsely granu l~r. 

4. Helw (Videna) J[clca/ft;, Pfr. One specimen, collected at Mindai. 

D. lIel;", (Videna) pianm-oi8, Lessou. Mindai; scarcO. 

6, n .. /imus (Aml'hid7omus) in/e .... uptu8, Ilfii llcr . This shell was very 
abundant in .13andjermasin, both tho doxtrnl and sinistral forms, and variously 
ooloured. After the hea-vy mimi the trees were quite spotted wil;h them. Of 
the rare pure white variety I found only OnO specimen. 

7. Scara/ms bonlecn$~, A. Adams. Only ODe specinl<:n, found at Band-. . 
Jermasm. 

PTEROCYCI.OS, Benson. 

Borneo is especially r ich in this genus; in somo places, padiCllla.rly nt 
Miudai, tho ground \VaS litel'""lly swarming with them 

8. PterfX!JclQ' m;nda;e>ms, nov. sp. 
Shoil depressed, orbicular, rather solid; dark reddish_brown, varied with 

• 

• 
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zig"ago MrrOW whit\! markiags both ahovo and bolow; covered with a 

gceeni~h_hrown velvety cp;dermi~, bearing two series er dose-set short hair3, 
one a.b<>ve and the oth~r benea.th the periphery, tho f<>rmer winding up tho 
suture. TheM cili", "'re invariably wOrn off in ndult shells_ Whorl. five, 
rounded, divided by a. deep suture, mn,rked with distinct spiml s(;r;oo lind 
lines of gt"Qwth. .peristomo double, outer margiu considerably e~pnnded, 

-espeeislly at the tipper part where it join. tho body-whorl hut less reflexed 
than towards tbe base. Inner margin simplo. Operoulum ,cry concavo 
exteriorly, consisting of seven narrOw whorls, which are coarsely obliquely 
atria!ed, with tho outer mSTgins exsorted at the sutural lino. 

Greatest diameter nineteon millims.; a~ia five millims. 
l 'bi8 species very closely resembles P. wlQianU4, Pfr., frem the island of 

Labuan. His bowever ra~her larger, bas a darker and thicker epidermi", which 
is eiliated-that of Lowia .. "., as fa" as w" know, lacki~g that pcculiarity_ 
nnd the peristomo is mOre expanded and rofloxed. '('he opercula of these 
two forms present such differoncca of chllrncler as to distinguish a(; once 
their specific distinctness. That of P. Lowianu. has exteriorly a deep groo'-e, 
separating the whorls, which .tand up ~ct and l .. melliform. In P . ,\[in­

daim>8~ tho whorls rcst OM npon another, nnd the surface is regularly 
COnCave. 

Hab. Mindai (Amontai district). Exceedingly common nmong~t tho 
decaying lea,·cs. 

9. Opidhopor"" e"ry<mpl",l"", Prr. 
Keelei. Ono has tho tubo dirreted 
from Miudai . 

Only two "pecime~s, fNm Long 'Vai, 
tho opposite way. Two specimens 

.LEPToPOXA, Pfr. 

10. Lepwpoma, wwi, Pir. 

IJ. "d"l'ii<a/"m, Pfr. 

12. " ba,./>a!um, Plr. 
All from Mindai. O~ly two speci­

mens of cael, fon~d. 

13. " 
14. 

" 

CERITlIlDEA, Sow. 

15. Ol:rithidw QQtU4a, Lam. Abundant 
Tboy were more on land thnn in tho river. 
I only found one with npex perfect. 

at Bancljermasin in tho swamps. 
Amongst tho numhers collecte<1 

16. O'lriihidoa cha,.bonn;"";, Petit. Found at · BanJjcrm"l.~in, but not so 
common as tho former. 

MELANID~, Lam. 

17. Olea n;:; .. ·i"Wl~, Bens. Common at Bnndjcrmalliu. Only in yeung shell 
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is the apex perfect; in tha old onell the spire is broken and eroded. Dr. 
Brot makes out two va.rieties, the Oka """"irna, H. Ad., lind Oleaf<Ucial4, 
H . Ad. 

18. Gka bock;., sr. nOv. (will bo deacribed by Dr. A.. Brot in M. Crooso' .. 
J<>urnal M Oonc"ylWlogie). 

• 
NERI'l'ID.E. • 

19. Nlfritina depeU(J, Benson. Common in tho bl'aCkish waters at 
Bandjerma.sin. 

20. Nvitina (oWMn) MukaI", Gruelin. Found at nandjermasin. Rather 
rare . Six specimens found, with the spin\lll only feebly developed. ' 

21. N.ritina pipvina, Ohern. Exceedingly .. bnndant at Bandjcrmaain, 
and ornamented in great varieties, 

22. AUNU/a Juda!, Linn. IIab. Kootei, On tho coast amongst the man_ 
groves and c","usrinas. 

• 

• • 

• 
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APPENDIX III. 

LIST OF BIRDS COLLECTED I N THE lUGHLA.<~DS OF THE 
WEST COAS'.r OF SUMATBA. 

I l'i!<D from Mr. Wardlaw-llams ... y'a Paper (in the proceedings of tho 
Zoological Society, January 6, h180) tl.at my fi",,~ coliect;an of birds, mado 
and '!en~ home to the bte Lord 'l'weeddale, con$ilIt.ed or about 800 .pecimena 
referable to 166 speciO'l. Of these Mr. RaID5lly &IIyl thirt1-~"'o a .... not 
; .. eluded in the lists or the Marq"is Qf T .. eeddala (fbi., 1877, pp. 283-323), 
or of Glunt T. Salvaduri (AU. M .... Oi~. aen, 1819, pp. 169-2(3). Tho 
l.u.er are "" follows:-

L Noopu. ",.IAyOO,i. (T. mm. ,i Itoln_ 
.... nit). 

"2. Aoclpi!er .to,on",o' ((lorney). 
- 3. l(iJyu.o g<""nd.. (Syk .. ). 
4. Ct.lonmph .. b'J; (J. E. 0",,). 
S. Anlh_"", ... Loy.n"" (Ham.). 
8. lIydrooJ.. _ ..... (T...,m.). 
1. Noropo philippi ... (LiDO.). 
8. CJlIMI ...... biu"",t ... (Blyth). 
9. CoIIoaoli. trsneiea (Grodin). 

10. ED'yb:mu.o j"""icu (lionfitld). 
-11. Nilta •• gronolo. (ll11'b). 
-12. Xaothopygio eyaoom.b,"~ (Ttmlll.). 

13. Dhringo " mife,· (Tornm.). 
lol Phyllornio media, (Bonap ... 1IUI1" 

U.S.) 
1$. Cri"igor guttural .. (Muller). 

1G. r.idi~ oq •• mol<l (Tl-n",..) . 
17. hidi. 1~Il«>II" .. mmie& PHillor). 

" 18. Ttl",", oibiri •• , (Poilu). 
"19. Tu", ,,, ·obICUl'III (GlllOli") . 
20. lanUtoei.da l\lgub," pI.II ... }. 
lli. Phyllooo»poot borool io (BI .. i",,). 
n. l:r1lbn". ~aa {Sporrm.}. 
23. LimOIlidro", ... iltdi .... (GmdiD). 
U. In,.]";""" ..... mtlll ( W",ler). 
2.,. Cupopb.agt. "" .. (Lin ... ). 
20. Euplooomu .i<ll\"loi {O. R. 0"'1}. 

"27. T,,"oi. PU","' (Tomm.). 
28. Rhy.ob ..... po.oit (Linn.). 
29. Ilypolocnldi. ,t,lob (Li.n.). 
:)/). Bubuleu. coromond.,. (BoJd.). 
31. A,dtlt.o cinn.",.", •• (G , •• 1.) 
32: Dtnd"",YIr""" ._.t.o (110m.). 

Out of this lis~, 'WI'CU apeclo$, to the names of which ron aste";ak (*) is 
profi.ed, hrove, as far D.II ~r. Ham.6llr kilO ..... , not boon borON recorded 
u occnrring in Snmatn. In addition to the a.bore-nromod lpocics the ..... !Ioro 
three whioh IIppear to be new, vil.:-

I. DimlYu, , u""lrann, (ton ,pool""", ool1ecltd ftt Aj or ADaot, P. io,.nd ~fount Sogo). 
S. Turdi"u. m. ,moralu •. 
3. bfyophonlll! _tane"" (11.",,,1. &go). 

Tlti. collection was lIllIde between ADglll!t, 1878, rond Jnnuary, · 1879. 
One of thl) chief poinu. Mr. Ward law·ita""",y remark. i. thnt it contain. 
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examples of soveral migratory specics, such as '1' UNUS sibi,.icus (pallas), and 
l'hyllosoopus borealis (Blasius), which would only occur in the winte r seasOn. 

:M y second oollcction of bi,·ds, consisting of 571 specimcus-collectod at 
Lolo and Ajar Mantjoer-nnd containing by rar the finest and r&1"est 
specimens, togetj,er with mammaEa and reptiles, bad tho mi.fortuno, through 
the sinking of thQ steamer, to be buried in' tho Red Sea. My f,·iend , 
l'rofessor Odoardo Beccari, hna kindly forwardQd mo. [l. catalogue of 501) 
sP'K'imons of binls belonging to 17~ sPQcies, collected by him during June, 
July, August and Snptomber, 1878, in the SlIme locality as that ill whioh my 
collection wM made. They are described by Couut Salvadod as foHows;-

1. ~·aloo m,l.nogenp (Goulo). 
2. l\i"",l,ioru rringillario, (f)",p.). 
3. Linm",h,. e,l ig"tu. (Rom.). 
4. Spilorni. boch. (Da"J.)? 
6. H.li ... tu, inlormedin. (G.,,,"y). 
6. l:lanu, 1,)"1'olouo"" (Gould). 
7. Nino, ",,"t.lato (llafil.) . 
8. Glaucidin,n . ,]yat],.m p[UlIe'). 
9. 5001'" le,"viji (iIo",(.). 

10. 5oop. rnfe,""n" (1[0,..1.) . 
11. Bubo.um.tranu. (R.nl.). 
12. Ketup" j~\·.n.n,i. (I.e"".). 
13. l'yro/rogon flogTlIn' ()!iill.,). 
H . Pyrol""~'<In duv.ucelii (,hmm.). 
15. Jlapalarpaete. mackloti (~liillor). 
16. P,ilopogon pyrolopbu' (s. ~1"lIor.). 
17. Chow, ... OhTJ>opogon (Te",m.). 
18. Cholerea. mj .. lacoph.n .. (T"ntn.). 
19. Cyanop' <IO,ti (s. ~Hille,). 
20. Xanthol",m. h",mocoph.la (lliiller). 
21. Iyngipieu, fu .. o-"lbid"" (SaI, ... J.). 
2iI. XJlolepeo y"lid". (It.imo.). 
23. n.mi ......... onliJ"" (Eylon). 
2-1-. LojlO*te. p"rpbyromoh" (Boi • . ). 
25. CallolophOl' mentali . (Tomm.) . 
20. C.1I010phu. m.l=n,i. (141b .). 

021. Cl",.ophl<gm~ ,"p\a .. li. (Sol,ad.]. 
M. Tig.j.v."en,i. (Ljungh.). 
29. Meiglypt<. tri. tis (lIonf.). 
30. Mieropternu. bodi"" (flalll.). 
SI. Viva iunomin.t. (Bu,t.). 
32. Su,nicul., h,g"b,;. (liorar.). 
33. ftnlhO<tl"yx pray"t" , (Horar.). 
34. Cacolll.ll.nti. _,"lin.; (500r.). 
:J;;. Hiraooo<>COY~ fuga> (Honf.). 
86. Rbinortba oblo,oph",a (R.ill.). 
37. Rhopodyte. dianli (r... •. ). 
28. ah .. npboooecy~ o,ytbrognath .. 

(Horll.). 
39. COJ"\X'O'>'>"lx radial". (Tomm.).? 
40. C,nt_yx j ••• ",,,,i, (Dom.). 
41. C<nt_yx <.'I""'U' (Hay). 

42. Aoorrl,i,,"" g,lerllu, (Tern", .). 
43. Rh,tid"""ro. und"l.tu. (Shaw). 
41. Hhinopla. ""otat., (13odd.) . 
40. Boooroa .hin ... ,o, (Linn.). 
M. n,,"p' .umalro.nu. (II.JJI.). 
47. NJ,tiornis amiol. (Temm.). 
-IS. Aleedo beng.l,o,i. (Gm.). 
49. Ak<Jo meninlin!: (lIor.!.). 
W Akedo oUT,,,,,n, (Tern",.). 
51. Pel'rgop,i, (,..'Ni (Sh.rpe). 
52. Cui,lo;;,n. """orot",, (Tomm.). 
53. s.,"I"Oj)ati. cLIo". (Ilodd.). 
54. Lj·w.orni, te",,,,iu,ki (Gould) . 
M. C'pri,nulg'" .m"i. (Jlo,..f.). 

-50. C.primolgu. puleh,U"" (S.had .) 
67. M",ropleryx oomala (Te,nl".). 
OS. CQIIO<.li;. li"chi (Ilor;f. et ~r""rt). 
09. Cb«lu,"" ..,,,,eina (10. ~rUllo,). 
60. C.lyplo",en" vi,idi. (Itam.). 
61. P'Mioomu. p.illaci ,, "" pruller). 
62. Eurlh,m .. OChroID'lao (H.IR.) . 

• 

63. CymboThynch"" m..::ro,hyncb.,.(GlU.). 
6i Corydon '''m"tran,,' (H.III .). 

·66. Nill •••• ",n.lnma (Satyad .). 
-66. Swparola rnfi,ri ... (Salvod.). 

67. Muoci""pul~ mac"latA (Tkkdl). 
68. )!ooci<opui. bYp'cJthra (Blyth). 
69. Rhipid"rajav.nico (Sporrm.). 

-70. Rbipid" .... !rala (S.h·&<I.). 
71. C'yptotopbo hi,.irgata (JaN.). 
72. Art.mu.I'''r<Ig .. t<, (Valonc.). 

-13. Pe,ie"",l u" 'nonbn'" (S.lvad.). 
7·l. L.la:,;. lorot (J}o<Id.). 

*15. G,.,.ue..l"" "'.I.n"""ph.l .... (&.I,ad.). 
76. J,.."a oy.noa (u"gbi.). 
77. Ch.pti~'nalaj·en.i . (Huy). 
78. Di ... mn,u. pl~t u.o. (Vi.ill.). 
79. B"cLaogo.lo"ooph",. (Vi,ill.). 
so. IIcmipu. o\toe.,., (Hom.). 

-SI. Hemil'u, inte'm<diu. (&.l .. d). 
.82. Hyloterp' bruno;"".da (Sal,",,".) 

83. Laui", bent.t (lIo .. f.). 
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lo:J. Phyllorni, cy"nopogon (T.mlll.). 
103. Phyllorni. i,te"""ph.l. (r..".). 
101. Trachy",mo" ""h"""'pholu. (Gill.). 
10.;. ,"u, bim"".lntu. (II"",f.) 
100. hu. "noli. (IIoni.). 
\1)7. Drachypu, .optilo.u. (Jam. •• t Solb.) 
lOS. Drachypu, plum",u, (Blyth) . 
109. Drachy!"" pn, illu. (Sakod.). 
110). Rubigula disp.r (Ho ... f.). 
111. hidi, cy'nh"<nt,i, (Blyth). 
1I2. Draehypodi ... md .n_ph.lu, (Om .). 
113.. H y I"'i peto. m, I""""n,i. (Ill yt h). 
II~. T;m.H. "r;ol~1a ()luller). 
115. Timelia lon·.ta ()[ till .. ). 

- 116. Sl .. h)",i, w..agd (Solvad.). 
117. ~I L<orni. gulari. (Ibm.) 
118. 101ocmnu. ptil" . u, (.lard. et 8olb.). 

-1I9. Turdinu, ",fipootu, (&d",d .). 
-12(1. Rim.Wr al\lo.,\,iatu" (&'1>'..:1 .). 
121. Brachypteryx epilepidota (T,mm.). 

*122. Drachyptery, .. \urata (Sa)'·ad.) . 
'123. nrachyptOl"y% flac" .. nt";, (&.Ivad.). 
IU. Pn""l'yga pu. illa (Hodg •. ). ? 

*125. ]Iyophonus diororhynchu. (&,Iv. d.) 
-1 26. AfrO"!:" molan""" (Sahad.). 
• 127. Oooh"" bootarii (Sah-ad.). 

128. CiS8& minor (C .. b.). 
129. Plotrlopl,o, oomn.tu , (H..JlI.). 
130. G~,"",l.x birolor (M ;; ll or) . • 
131. G.""ol .. ralli. tu. (~Iiiller).? 

132. L<io\h,ix mitrata (:Ii"lIo,). 
.1~3 . I",io\hrix 10urin"" (Salv"d.). 
-13'1. Hot.mph .. i& ' imillima (S~lv..:l.). 
*13;. Ptc,uthi". """'"o .... noi (Sah·.d.). 

136. Eupct« m""I"OOO,"U" (T. mm.). 
137. Henion,n. v.l.tn, (Tomm.). 
138. Heniounos roficapillu" (Ternm.) . 
139. O,thotomo. bomeen. i. (S.h·..:I.). 
110. Prini. familiari> (][o .. f.). 

-In. I'rini. hypox,nlh. (Solvo.d.). 
U2. CiUocino!a m>.erou,. (Gm.). 
143. Copsseh"" musiou" ( Itafll.). 
Hi. C.loo.te. ",ol.Mpc (Pall.). 
146. Munia maja (Linn.). 
146. ~Ionia ",,"(icauda (liodg • . ) . 
H7. 101 uni& p"ncl"lari. (Linn .). 
148. Pl"""ua m. ool.\u, (S. MUIl'r). 
149. Calor"i. ch.lybro. (Hod.). 
100. aracula j ovan.n, is (O .. bek.). 
161. O,ioluo coro""tu, (Su.). 
152. O,iolu, nnthono/uo (If_f.). 
1~3. Dendrocitla oo"pilloli, (~I;; lIer). 
154. 1'loly,mu,u. I<UCOl'kr." (Temm.) 
1(;5. Corvu, t ,nui...,.tri, (~roo",) . 

1M. Trcron "'p.len'is (Hod~",.). 
157. T ... ron nasic.a (8ohl.g.) . 
168. llut",mn capell'; (Temru .). 
159. O.motroron TOrno" (Ll"".). 
100. SphenOO<nu. o~yu,u, (Roin" .), 
161. Sphcn"".",u • .korthal.ii (S . .\l [illor). ? 
1G2. Pt-ilopu. jambu (am.) . 
IG3. P\ilopuo wseioolli. (Wagl.). 
164. Carpophag& bodi, (Rom.). 
165. Spilop<!i. li.g";n~ (Tom,n.). 
166. aropclia ,t,i.taa,inn.). 
107. ~r.emprgi. !. pl<>grammi ... (Tern",.) 
II}S. Macropygia rnfi .. p" (Tomon.). 
169. Cholcopb.p" i"di ... (Li"n.). 
170. Chalou",," i"""elbtu. (Co,".). 
Iii . A'gnsion",argu.(Linn.). 

. -In. Atom", ;'mmat". (Salnd.). 
173. Gallu" ferrugine", (Om.). 

*114. P,lopor<!i, .... bri...,.t,.;. (S.h·.d.) . 
175. C.lopordi, ocul.~(T.mm . ). 
176. nollu],,, ro"loul (Seop .). 
In. Tringoid .. h,pol'"cn. (Linn.). 
17S. E,ytl,ra .pho!niourn (Penn.). 
179. Ard •• pU'1'u,~. (Linn.). 

Of these, twenty-fou r aN now spooi~s, which aro marked in the list with an 
asterisk. I obtained the following eight of them :_ 

CbrY""phlogma my't .... li •. 
Rhipid"ra . \ ,allo. 
llomip"" interm,di .... 
I let.mpb .. i& aimi llion .. 

P!oruthiu, co.m.",noi . 
)1 yopln,,,,,. dkrorhynohWl. 
A''''''go m.bnu ... 
P.Jo['<'rdix rubri",. t,i,;. 
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APPEN DIX IV. . 

A 1)1lORT VOCABULAI~Y OF TIlE LONG WAI (DY AK) DIALECT. 

AI .,I.ng<t. Fat, ,n<nj6. bhn. lon, 
Ant, ~, ,,,, ' i.o"g. F.th", mo'<, or men. M. t, ptn. 

Arm, gui. F •• thor . bol"". Monkey, jook. 
.lob .. , •• u.h . Finso" ho.II"o. ' Moon, bolum, or oilun. 

}'i .. , poi. • Moo.qoito. oj.mol<. 
:&d, ik. Yosh, tole. laIoth.r, mOIl, or.un. 
n.n.-. ptI";' FIoth, _. or .. 1 ... M_.owio. 
Bell, ...... • 1ower. lip. y .... u., p""rbooun, . 
J).ir<l, _It. n-.... k ....... 
1Il •• /c, mnd ... ,. FIr. Je.,.... •. N.il, huhio, or hoM •. 
111oo<1,loh&. Foot,t.ti. pele • • or leo. N .. I, hioln,. 
Door, .,,"'. F."...~ .,.I<>.a. Nlgbt, ".ioh6p, or dam . 
lloat, haM •. F."),jip. No, ndo. 
llocly, ~ng. F,uit, gu •. No.<, i<'D,16.g. 
llone, 'nluong. 
llotIlo, )on8S ••. Go>, k.",i\.6. ' Ou, dod"Di' 
Dos, tug. or toe;; HIo. """, - Oi~ 1Ij~. or niDjo. 
llrn&t. booDg. '"", .... 
Il.-to, d. Putlti .... ding. 
Uoltnt,. jipocWi II.", _k. l"g, .,.. ... ar ji ... 
lkIl toao. oogU obi"&"' Hand, r6, or ~ PLook, ";j ... 

Col, 'Ii'"". 
lion!, m,.u",. 
H. t,tapin, llo.ln, , ido, ... ill. 

Cbild. ",openl\'. 1I .. ~.d.u . Hot. h o~·e6. 
. Choppolt. n"j'p. H,n,jib. or jip. lIod. ~k. 
t<-.nut. nj •. Ho.",. wonj"". mot. he.. or mil. 
Cold. honll''''· • Ho" po"". nln •• loog . 
Comb, oJon.. MOUlt. -...l. ao..:!. Ii •. Com'. k<~'- Uotbaod, Ioll, ... 1oo:> ioU . Roof. Mpiu.. 

Do,. a-. .......... 
Inf..,!, ~ 

Dew. pedj6. 1I0Il ..... I ... ~ SalII'i, IoL »or ...... 
Sal" Mdji. Door. g,., """"ng . ... goo, ....... Xing. hopei. ' Be&, mll •• t. 

Knif'.I'.iL Si l ..... plok. 

Jo:.r. """8 Jr.i nio. Slrin. I ••• Or I. a... 

~;r8". kol .. 4rl,'f. VUII. Smoke.06n. 

' }:, .. ""~". Loaf. hlUong Ir.~. SOAke. pl. 
l..lul ••• onoIo. ' &-0 ....... r_. -;0..,. r.o-. IA. Speu,lop4nr· 
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sPOOl>. M •. W •• , ptdjap. 2. Ungo. 
Squirrel, MM, W.\or, ""ng6i. 3. AtI.u. 
St;,g. podj •. W .... , Iti H~ 

Star, 1OOg. 6. lll. 
Slomoeh, db. Wbl P. non. 6. Nom. 
Sto .. , db .. , WI,ite, omohol>,. f. So. 
Sn, m..t~" d""" . • Wit., 1ed6b. 8. T<>joa;t. 
6 ..... 1, .... 1060. Willa, hd •• 9. ScpI.in. 
S.OUOW, 1'<"111 .. Wlbdow, dioe pod';'. 10. 800». 

Wi"" -lb>&:. II. Si ..... " .... n. 
Thigb, oop6.. 'Wood, kadjn. I t. Uogo h_-.,. 
To"' .... IGIIh. 20. Umgo pIo. 
Toolh, '-. Ytl low, ",uoi •. 00. AUou pJo. 

100. },fal ... 
Urine, hiugCi. 1. Si •• 1000. Sie j'IDIou. 

In tho row word. oollootod I lind tomo o1'l! Qr Malay origin: the&'! a.re 
marked with a ", The .bIlOIICO of the letter r it peculiar to the Dya.k 
la.ngusge. 

Tho Dya.ks havo liD namllS for the day. of the I'I'e<lK, !lnd 00110 for the 
months; those Dyaks who can lpoak Mal.y U86 the Malay terms. 
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APPENDIX V . 

........ . 

fAST OF SUMA'l'RA. nUT'l'ER~'LIES. 

TnIOI1(1H the kindneu of Mr. Henley Ol'(ll(! Smith, 1 am enabled to add 
II. li,t (If the principal species of Din.",,1 Lopidoptor6 known to inhabi ~ 

Sumat,ra. 

O .... it£ol'~ 
G._ Rhod ...... tb .... .A.t~. 

-.~ A ..... 'l'yrianthi .... I di!&. 
)linoo. I..u.go. 

Ci~"", ........ KTHa •. 

Ampb ' l 'u,. Va< N""",;' "'" Oli ..... 
Popiljq. ll0b0acia. J""Y","L 

Aldk Abi . .. . 
N' J,I .. I", . OJ. ueippe. 

S,.b •. Snb ... ta. 
~!"n"o". Callidrya •. A,.an". N.n... 
Coon. Soyl1., 
Pri op."" C,o<.!e. CttA.,; •. A.l'at~"". 

Anliph ... Pynnth •. l!:n.-. Pond •. 

1I.leno,. 
n.,.i<U. :7iri ..... Di,Hi, .. " . 

Pal innTUO. 
l!oborloia. A.om ...... 

Pam ....... lI_bo. 

PoY"";' Eumid • . AUi\.a. LA", •• il". ..... a .... tptw'''. Jt.y~ .. i •. Dud •• 
E • ..,.pih ... ....... N iph • • Bookll. 

~.- lI .. fi ... V ........ P"'tA .... 
AS ........... "· FTanekii. 
Jleloatrtil. L,... ...... Canl.L &_ . Dua". "._i •. A .. ..,.;«. 

lkmolecn. )[,1,."" •. n-• . 
A, tori •. 

Pol,t ... Oramm"' •• V. md •. CA",au •. 
COU". , . Agltoid ... lIebe. 
r.,..dQ'.' Sim;li •. Cy~I ... 

ll"'noen.i" 
Lopl.,.i ... u •. Vulga"; • . Poria.de,. 
Cu,iu •. 

E"plu.. 
Ni ... . H~,...". 

Sum.at"," •• 
Pi.,.; •• Qcl, .. obeilll. iori. N~pl~. 

N= ... , ..... J)u'Sodt._ AJd;", 

Alhi .... 1I • ...tri ..... JlOTdona. P.lzu_ 
Natboli .. !.l id.", ... Per.b. Suporcilia. 
En....w.. """"". N.to. .. .. -
Call1 ..... Non. ... 8u."ta. A,.,. .... 
Lplci<lo. "_. 0.. ..... 1.. ...... 
Pu\i .... ....... ....... COCpi .... 

• 
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Diardi. :Erik<. Ravind ... TaxUa. 

Core.ia. M.Jura. TI,oomia. T b"i. w. 
Adorna. Amrib. T.I.,;, . 

Merta. Ely,"~Uu. r ,...ja. Orpbll" 
Dirte •. l'onthrra. IlurboM. I om.,. • . Ponang', Chitrao 

&d", . A"", Ihuti ". Su",.t","a. TI,.ri • . 
Lu~.rii. c.r,x . Ma",ian •. EuJa"' . ' . 
Ao",liu .. J. .. io. 

Ia/a", . Ph." ..... Phiaippus. 
EU~!lI.lot. I,a,.". C. lotho ., 

1'1iauma"I .... Tbyr. ;'. II o,..fioldi i. Vidur ... 
Odan .. C .. tel"."i. l1"'f'C'"ia. H!!1'Qlycaen.a. "'-<. ,$.mUyp04;a. E/QI.,. Eli • . 

Av .. ts. A,."., ilou •. Bu"ooi. 
B". iri •. Anart ... 1:'.ri/;a. r rav • . 

(Ju,li/u. Agoi •. Eryoinoid"". Scl",edi • . 
Philota. Ari ". Epim inthi • . Atm •. 

Anund .. Sum.t"". Morson •. 
Euplychoid ... 

IXb .... 
};umolphu •. HypochpyMpl. r .. lci"o". 
A=. Superb... Pl,iditi •. 

A"",di": Aw.i •. Eleg'IIJ!. Ogygi • . 
M.b ..... Ag<.i ... Porti"", . 

$""';"a. Metamut... "><=. McJj .. 
Lowii. '''"roots. A~"" z"ma . 

Peri",ut.. Atrab. V.rmiculata. 
My"alt<;, . lIypomuta. C.len •. ~lo: ••. 

Di.i.h •. Apidlonu •. Ak .... 
Pk'!I!!rnp;doa. Maia.n ..... Capel •. Ethion. 

O ... i .. Anit.. Roo;"'on. Trioho" •• ",. 
Lala>ai .. Ami .. n •. Dioni,i ••. Foln •. 

Mog.mede. Si",.I •. 

Diui.he. IhM",.;x. I..yc<I~;'. A, UcWpkru, . 
Med" .... N .... 4. Au. uga. Si"Ju. 
n .. io"o. 0 .... ;,. CyJiudc. Sa];"b. 
80mb • . V", Chooco.. LoI,ita. x...ito .. 
JaDudana. DolliiUo. 

Mileluf. FUlI<ul~. 
Mn .. id ... 

Ho ... r.ldi . Voronco. 
o.trea. li>x"",. Ficuln ... 
Anapito. Pit •. Sy"'otb",. J,.dana. 
B<><kii. Zymna. 

Diocl". 
Aoophi •. Mtpin". 

1"01II#"()<. lIarmod,i • . T:ro".n&. 
Yp';'lhima. lI'edymond. 

i>m,,,,,id ... J am ... 

JWd",. Malih. Ab;'a,a. PampMla. 
Faociat... • &1011 •• ,~ Cinn ..... 

• • 



• I NDEX . 

AlI()lUGlIH:8 of Borueo, the, 76. 
AgaU! neel.:!WlI, 153, 18T, 188. 
Agriculture, Dyak, 139, 140, 200. 
,--- in Borneo, 30. 

___ in Ju&, 4. 

Ajet AilS-I-. 295, 300. 
-'-_Manlj~. 202, 310. 
Ajoeboe"iJII It , 123. 
Albino Dyah, 182.. 
AlLahan Pluodjlng. 285, 293. 
Alligaton, 12~, 137. 
AlIo, 124. 
Amok J3?c~ 21, 109. 
Amontai, 236, 
Anllu ft., 146. • 
Antall.,.n., form~tion of, 177. 
A"t,.eawT, .caly, 2t5, 246. 
Anlelopo, the l!l'IAlI0)8t in Lho 1'I'Orl<l, 309. 
ArchitooLUro, Dyak, Gi, 137, H15. 
Arro"'", DJak, 194. 
.,---;--C-, poi8011 fur, 73, 319. 
Aw , Lake, 285. 

BALI, hlnnu of, 14. 
__ , naL;yO <4Uio of, 15. 
"fuJial]', or IOrcerera, 49, 134, 219. 
Bamboo bridSeIJ, :S2, 149, 295. 
-- kottloe, 71. 
J~ln(bhal'l1, I:\ .ngoran, 25. 
llindjormMill, umvOl!. nt, IGG. 
__ , ue&eription and history 

of, 107, 171. 
Barik> It, 104. 
l.!a1'O(l L., 285. 
- .,125. 

• 

• 

10. 

Ilean, hono)" 219. 
lkeco.,i, Signor, 2G2. 
~ho-do-mtr, IT. 
Bees,. eolon1 of, 114 . 
- "'n, 204. 
Bekoml' •. i, 1611. 
Belangan n ., 2~. 
Be .... "S"" R., 160. 
::-_ _ ¥illago, 161, 
l!eloat . to .. ee, 205. 
llil\iau, iiI. 
lli nkoe"41\(j, 11l1i. 
ninturong, tile, 2018. 
llirnijRn, 238. 
Ilinl, n ml"(!, 6,3, 122. 
m"l . of S l1mntnl, 331. 
Ilinlo' llCSte, " .. lit.l~, 2(l, 27,205. 
Bi,th~"y il.matll of lJyo.k., 77,85, 223. 
- -_ or \hc Sultan of Kooki , 

" . II]o,,;n;; l"be, the, 72, lOS. 
Boo.-COJl8l.liet.or, \I\e, 2;;2. 
Boan, wild, 50, 30-1. 
0:---'-:;'- . "imlll;"& s..~. 
Iloats, ndive, 17, 20, 45, 108. 
Boea, 264. 
!loeg;o, 21, 86. 
-- .".ok, 21, 109. 
-- robl.>en, 87. 
Bool"n,:"n, Crown Prince of, 93. 
Bnltu~, Mount, 12~. 
Bridges, Dy .. k, 52, HO, 295. 
Buffllloo8 il\ KOIltei, 1$8, \42 . 
::-::-__ .sumatm, 261. 
Buil<lnJ.OTg, agric" ltural eehool at, 4 . 
Bumbanf,'lL1l It, H1. 
llutl<lrl\;e$ of Sumatra, 336. 

CAlIlI llUur., 132, 135, 1110, 218. 
Oa~ IlIoli¥c, 11, 29, 45,108. 
Cartri,tgIl CUCI as car orname oLs, H . 
Caaia, 308. 

, 2 
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. Cat.., wiJ~, 2~1. 
_ in Sumat",. 299. 
Cattle, native, or Thlli, 15. 
Cclehts, 16. 
- -, inhabit.o.nts of--..u Doegis. 
_ _ Soa. the, ~O. 
Comawry, Dyak, 79. 
--, Chinese, 13. 
Charms for Lho rioo crop, 115. 
- - worn by Dy~k.., 189, 23l. 
Chinamani .. among tho Dynk., 6G, 198. 
Chi nese cemewries, 13. 
---- dinner, 27. 
- - tmd<m, 3, 13, 169. 
Cho, a fruit, 152. 
ChrisLma!i Dny, 163, 164. 
Climat<! of Kootci, 178. 
Clothing of Drab, 61, 129, 132, 153, 

183. 
C-C-:--,- O"'"g rwnan, 72. 
Coal dOpOt, n. 92. 
- mines, 30, 37, 178. 
_ in Sumatra, 282. 
- strat.a, 46, 84 . 

. Cook-fighting, 19, 40, 289. 
Coif"" diooa.se, 5. 
_, Liherian, 5. 
-, cultivation of, in Sumatm, 308. 
Coffin, Dyak, 142. 
Comb, Dyak, 72. 
Convid $t.:Ition , .. , 2');) , 
Coolie "",,-ico, Government monopoly 

or, 282. 
eo",) reer .. 94 . 
Counterfeit; coina, 245. 
Creel"'''' in tho' forest. , 51 , 120 . 
Croooo:\i1es, 122, 137. 
Cu.stoms duHcs in Koetd, 21. 

D" .... KSCl!, 321. 
"_.,m .... "_ rosin, SO, 202, 
::- roreh .. , 77, 202 . 

DUM"S, or likes, formatiOn of, I ii. 
Dancers, Javanese, 12. 
D.'-AA<~, 137. 
Dcath f<WIt, 217. 
_ . ]losts, 84, 220. 
Deer-hunting, In, SO, 
Dialect.. of Dyaka, lSI. 
-- )f"l~y., 2n. 
]l iamond-mi1\"" 01 ~[artapoora, 170. 
Diamond., rare, 30. 
__ , curio,,", 171. 
D inda, Rajah, ;;2, 60. 
:c--'-, hou3<J of, GO. 
]lingaugi,agodd ... , 119. 
Dinner with the Sulton of Koet.ci, 102. 

Djcmpang R, 12ti • 
lljint:lng R, 128. 
Drw. of Dy~b, 61, 129, 132, 1~3, 

183. 
__ Malay,., 100. 
Drought, prolonged, 11 7, 201. 
llukh wa' with the Dyab, 160. 
DwelliDg~housea among the romoo, 23. 
Dynk agriculture, L'l9, 140, 200. 
_ ccmctery, 79. 
_ chal1lls-u-J Tambarongll. 
_ chi.f lying inst:lte, 141 . 
_ coffin, 142. 
_ eusroms, 182, 209, 212. 
_ dialect.. 131. . 
_ funerals. 141, 2M. 
- graves, 78, 142. 
- houses. 64, 195. 
_ medioinC3, 75. 
_ musical iust rumonts, 71,217. 
_ornamont.., 67, 129, IS3, 140, 1~3, 

186, 187, ISS. 
_ l'ri""t.s and priest6s.wl, 49, 134, 

219. 
- Radenajo, n, 52, 59, 
-, aick, doororing a, 54. 
- utensil., 71, 197. 
- vocabulary, a, 334. 
- weapons, 12. 191, 194. 
Dyah, Albino, 182. 
:CCCC, birtltd~y fcasU! of, 37,85,223. 
--, chamere, of, 209. 
- - , daily occupations of, 200. 
---, diseases amo"g Ule, 213. 
~-, d,iWl of, 61, 66, 129, 134, 153, 

18S, 185. 
--, feattlrell of, 59, 182. 
- -, Head-hunting customs of, 215. 
--, incantatioD' of, 115, 215,230. 
-~, Long lllel" 129. 
-~, marriage among the, 211 , 221. 
-~, tdi~';Oll" ob""rvances of the, 

214. 
- -, $~pef'Slition$ of, 49, 7(1, Ill> 

-134, 214. 21ii, 230. 

:=:::;' 'l'an~joollg, 12G, 139. 
, tattooing among tho, 66, 

132,139, 189. 
130, 

_~, Tring, the, ISl. 
-~. vaccination among the, 14. 
- - , w",-dance of, 132, 217. 
Dyeing among the Dyaks, 131 . 

E.,nll[sG~, Dyak, 67, 140, .186. 
Eaf'S, mutilation of, 133, 186. 
Ea,thqnak"" in Java an~ Sumatra, 2, 

\56, 263. 



[;111111IU8k ... in ilomco, .bleuco of, 1li6. 
};"l...,,\i,m in S umatra, 316. 
.Elephant, killed by an . 278. 
£1,,: .. IYl~ua-IJ'C<)$ in Java,~ . 
ElirollCa n influence on ~L,lay. nnd 

DynkB, 2 1 ~, 235, 276, 

}'I'STIYAI.a, Dro.k, '11. 
}'ie~1 of SI.oMs, the, 154. 
}'in:8ioot, IMI. 
lo'ish, IS, 87, 125, 207. 
Jo'iehing, curi<>U8 modo -of, 12G, U 9, 

2~~. 
}'toal;ng iloU6<. , 24, 31, 117. 
}'lom of Koetei, 178. 
}'k,wono, 100, 271. 
__ , giant, 289. 
}'ood of Orang honan, 7 ~. 
} 'oreel, n ameh through th~ ] ~8. 
:c- _no, .. 299. 
Foreetsor Koetci, i 6, 120. 
_ _ , d-.l, 117. 
Fon llocolok, 164, 165. 
_ Tow.h, 162 
jo'",it.o, wild, 150, 152. 
FUllo ... l in Koolci, a, 42. 
- - rites of Dyab, 141 , 224. 

GOOAN O ).fORO"", JA.ke, 121. '---':R.,I20. 
Gaffron, Von, 2M •• 
Gnmallang. or blond, a ""Ii ~e. 12. 
OaJnbling among ~he Mal&p, 42, 2,3. 
Ghos, ~ah 01, 18. 
Glo ... ·".on" .. 15$. 
Goat, wild, of SUlnatm, 305. 
Gobang-, the, 2tS. 
Ooed~ a..e, tbe, 293. 
Gold in Sum"ra, 269. 
- noblo, a, 136. 
Cruce, J)yak, 78, 142. 
Grotto ,1Ilar -ranar Roe(l, 204. 
OU'lji blanga, 60, 197. 
Oulla \,.....,h .. , oolIeding, liS, 132, 204. 

• 

IIAn,1I9, 26, 278. • 
Hnir, cunou. mo<lo of <IroMing, 131. 
ll(ll"OOm 01 tho Sultan 01 Kooloi, 40, 103. 
Hat., large, WOrn by OJ·.b, &C., 60, 

185. 
lIuad.hunLeI"1, aUe«Uful, omamonta 

,,'OI"n br , 18 •. 
HOOd.hunting cu.stom-, 2U. 
- _phi..., 84, 13G, 14 1. 
Hcovcn, Iho nyal<, 2%. 

Hill men 01 Mindai, 242. 
Hindoo nlUu,ins, 47, 119. 
Hombills, 29l. 

34' 

Ho""",,. Rm!W!mOllt of nati'ef1 at, 236. 
Hou""" of Drnk., 64, 195. 
- - , !loating, 24, 31, 117. 
Hunting a.no"g tJlO Dynkf, 207 . 
• ....!:.._ lour uj> tho 'l'dun, 82. 

lIAlI, \Joe, 25. 
Indrspoeta, Mount, 293. 
Inns, nati .... , in Sumaln>, W I. 

J .,uLAlI" BAroll, the, 154. 
JavanC811 drou, O. 

K. .. lAlI" R., 47 . 
IUmbat R., 23~. 
Kamhlng Ulan of Sumalra, 3Oii. 
IU"r;:Ilil, t.lte. 309. 
Karta.ari .tam to prepare a.-l, 112. 
Kebam Tring rapillf, UO. 
Ke l'alti , ~ 6. 
Kichil, 107. 
Kijang, tho (CcrQUI muntjao), 158. 
Kootei, III). 
---', e.pit.1.1 of, 31 . 
- -, e!imd.a .af, 178. 
---, finao~ 01, 38. 
-~, /lora or, 178. 
---, ~neral detcripl.ioll of, 175. 
--, lak .. e f, 177. 

,Sultan of, 31. 
, hil ha_ru, 40, 103. 

, trade of, 2~, 31. 
Kori nthji, 269. 
;;:;::-;;~, 1'001'10 or, 2%. 
Ko''''' B.n~'OCn, 110. 
K"k.ng, U'n, 2~ !. 
K wc Ku Ilinng, 21. 

W80EHA", 239. 
l "'d. llgla ..... 208 . 
.L!.kes of Koetei, 177. 
Lamp$, volive, 118. 
r.an~ing·pl:tCCll, 0'. pior\!, 50, G2, [,;. 
Lo.n,ber<~'II, Vo.n, Govcmor-Gcne."l of 

SUInal .... , ~ . 
IAwa R., 138. 
IAlruur, !lying, 2~8. 
Leopard-ski n g:on"",,1e, 132. 
Liberian ooll"ce in Jan, S. 
Lolo, 301. 
Long llleh, Dy.ka rtOlII, 129 
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Long nes ... 56. 
- Diugen, 56. 
- - l'"li,14I. 
- '\'ahou warrior, a, 85, 
-,-- Wa;, 57, 64. 

, landing at, 60. 
Longna, 53. 
Long.nosed n,o"key, 248. 
T.m1l., t;ho hunter, 238. 
Lotoentoor, 163. 

MAOASSAR, 16. 
.lIbhnkbm It, 20, 46, 175. 
'lI1alay woodillf:, a, 314. 

• 
110. 

Malays, cl,amcttristiC15 of, 258, 275, 

~~'~98~' 307. , diet of, 301. 
, dr<)S3 of, 272. 
, <iwcllings of, 302. 
, love of pets by, 298. 

Malintang 4,123. 
Malbr, 140. 
Mambo, or "word, the, .to, 191. 
,\lankatip, 165. 
? !","koo, Pansernu, 12L 
Mnrket-day at Lolo, 307. 

Si<1joondjocng, 271. 
M~rriag6 customs among the Dynks, 

211,221. 
~lat\apo<)m diamond-mines, I iO. 
Medicine among the Chine&:, 279. 

- Dy"ks, 75., 
lIfela1l.52, 
Men with t..~ils, 143, 236. 
MicwcephalOU$ boy, a, 50. 
M;"dai,241. 
Mineral "pring, ,., 2.j~, 295. 
Mooa ... Anan, 115. 

_ Bahan, 165. 
Kaman, 47, 1l5, 176. 

r~~boc, 293. 
)[ontai, 124. 
Pahou, ]26, 176, 

- - Sui, 19. 

• 

Tj"loon;:, 49, 87. 
)I")",,,,,,,cd,,n"'" among the ny~k", 64, 

232. 
--- Malays, 41. 

•,:,:":":,:~y, ~ pcrfOnuillg, 266. 
-, long-nosed, the, 248. 

mountain, 2(j~. 
--- ~~'l, 71. 
lIfonkcJ'~ in 13ornoo, 248. 
lI],)llumcnts of Hcad·]"'''tinH-tM 

] lead-hunting. 
M""'l."iloos, ·j7, 114, 115, 253. 

)rountllin on -tiro, a, 84. 
;).Iourniul! solemnities, 41. 
Muller, ]lIajor, killed uoor 1>(00/1.",-

Pahon, 176. 
~[usanl!, the, 317. 
M usie,,] iwMuments, Dyak, 77, 217. 
--, -, Malay, 281. 
'MU.'licians, Javanese, 12. 

NA(lAlU R., 233. 
_ town, 233. 

Nails, fin~'lJr, abnormal growth of, 17. 
Necklaces elf Dysks, 130, 187 -Bee al",~ 

OrMments ofDyat-. 
Ni"" i.landers, 259. 

OPWlI smoking among UlG Dyaka, 212, 
Or.ng I.!oeIlkoet, 143, 236. 
--- Bukkit, 242. 
- - Poon.n, the, 61. 
_ , a visit to, 69. 
___ _ _ women vi.it 1.ong. 

Wai, 75~.,-_ 
_ _, their habits an<l 

eU3toms, 70 . 
.:.. _____ cioU, ing, 72. 

- - ullin, the, 27. 
-, fooJ of the, 75. 

Orcloi~s, 120. 
Ornaments Qn\ong' the Dyaks, 67, 129, 

130,133,140, 153, 186, 188,244, 

P ADA:;'G,. 257. 
- 1'an~jang, 203. 

1'"io, 286. 
Pabce of the Sultan of KOewi, 2·1, 32, 

on. 
l'al"nki R, 283. 
l'alms, variety of, in Koot.i, 179. 
1'1I",i"gi., 165 . 
Pure Pare, 20. 
l'aS& .. , or market-day, 271, 307. 
l'ebroe"g, 21. 
Petrole"", in Sumatro, 271. 
1',<-'OOn, groun~, 298. 
l'igs, 15, 142, • 
l'ino.npp)c., 126. 
Pirnw., 89 , 95, 
Pitcher.plan., tJle, 284. 
l'oeasa, or' .=M='=; =Oo,···~\iIllC, 2GG, 

.- - end of the, 2l:!0. 
Poison, fisbi,,!! with, 2~4. 

, Poisoned. arrows, 73, 319. 
fruii-s, 1(;9, 

1'olnali , or inC.llllat.ioM, 115, 215, 230. 

• 
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l>Cpubtion of Amonlai. 234. 
_ __ Kootoi , 180. 

_ _ SaDlarin~~, 23. 
l'orpoioca in the M .• .I,.kl""". H4. 
l'ot-Iory. brittle. II. 
I'o ... de ...... wome~, I I . 
l'raU$, nauve, 29. ~ ~. 
_-, the Sul.ta~' .. 108. 
I'rictte and prie'!!( " . Dyak; 49, 13.4, 

219. 
1"iggon. 8. 
l'ulo Juboc, 46. 
_ Kumoo.ng, 168. 
- T.t.ngarocng. 39. 
- T. rab.n, 91. 

R40~S Mas, 136. 
Hafte of rattan, 49. 
llnilway across Suruat"" ])"'I>I>""d, 282. 

to BuitelW.lrg, 4. 
R.ttan, 202. 
. rafte, 4-9. 
Tho .... rawa fruil, J:l0. 

•
Reli8iOWl ohoc"._ in Bali, H. 

- of tho Drab, 
21 4. 

Rt>]!til .. of Kootoi, M2. 
ll"in, damar, 80, 202. 
Ubin_1W, Il,e, 2~1. 279. 
Rioe-Ilclds, 200. 307. 
-1.-1;10, 98. 
Robbon., B.>cgio, 87. 
llobbery, .unow. mode of, U 2, 2M. 

SA AT, tbe, 246. 

"'==":' graves, 267. tree, a, 232. 
.... ater. 1I 2. 

SAgo, ?Iounl, 268. 
- palm, Iho, 179, 238. 
Saleh, Raden, 5. 
Sam.rang, S. 
Samftrind~, 22. 
SambiliOIl\! R., 123. 
Sanga. Sanga, 112. 
Sarong, tlIe, 6. • 
&'tan, driving ..... y. II I. 
Sa ... /lab, .. 81. 
&ulpture, Dyak, 138. 
Selin..!i l Ro, 298. 

• 

Sema.jnnf L., 123. 
Serpents fat ... an ointment. 213. 
&rvante, native, 17. 
Shell, • ne ... , 26 B. 
- o ..... menta, 244. 
Shellt, oollecting, 9 ~ , 211 . 269. 

Shell$, Jist of, collcctOO. in 110m"" and 
Sumatm, 323. 

Sbidd, Dyak, 193. 
Si~''' n''g, tho. 283, 296. 
Sioou Mobang. 134. 
SidjOOJldjoen& 270. 
Sikindjang, 2SlS. 
Si~~mpung Mount, 28·1. 
SHiLli R, 293-
Sihuus, 81. 
Simp.i,lhe, 281. 
SinelJ, Rajah, ~2, 100. 

• the herma:l'hro<iiw ti/,'C .... hunwr, 
31 1. 
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